
I IIEN11Y LAURENS' |I LIFE SKETCHED |
Full, text of the paper prepared and

read by R. E. Babb, Esquire, bofore
the County Teachers' Association Sat¬
urday, March 24th:

In preparing: tlie following sketch, I
must at the outset acknowledge my in¬
debtedness to Mr. John A. Barksdale
for much information as to the naming
of I^aurens County and to Wharton's
Diplomatic Correspondence of the
American Revolution for many incidents
in the career of Mr. Henry Laurens.

Mills' Statistics of South Carolina,
published in 1826, states that the name
of this district was in honor of that
great patriot Henry Laurens. It fur¬
ther states that of its eminent men,
Major Jonathan Downs and John Hun¬
ter distinguished themselves during
the Revolution; the first in the field;
the last in the councils of his country.
These men were probably both in the
general assembly of the State when
Laurens was made a separate judicial
district or county but when it was pro
posed to call the district Downs in
honor of Major Downs, he declined and
proposed the name of his friend Henry
Laurens. Major Downs resided in the
upper part of this county near Rabun
Creek. Dr. Barksdale states that he
remembers the widow of Major Downs
and has a distinct recollection of hear¬
ing her statements of these facts, cor¬
roborated by many others who also
knew them. Henry Laurens was known
to Major Downs before the Revolu¬
tionary War, while the former was a

leading merchant in Charleston, and it
was there this friendship was formed
which afterwards resulted in the name
of Mr. Laurens being attached to this
County.
Laurens County was formed by an

act of the General Assembly of South
Carolina, the 12th day of March 1785.
It was originally a portion of Ninety-
six District, which was cut up into six
counties, the boundary of Laurens
County given in the act being as fol¬
lows: "Beginning at the Island ford,
thence UP Saluda River to the Indian
boundary, thence along said boundary
to Enoree River, thence to O'Dell's
Kord, and thence along the Old Road to
the beginning." Thus we see that
Laurens County was formed prior to
the adoption and ratification of the
Constitution of the United States, and
is therefore older than the present
government of the United States.
Henry Laurens, for whom the county

was named as related above, was born
in Charleston, South Carolina, in 1724
of Huguenot parentage. At an early
age he entered a business house in
Charleston and there laid the founda¬
tion of his future business career. In
1710 he went to England and secured
a position in one of the leading banking
houses of London, in which position he
remained several years and made many
acquaintances amongst the most promi¬
nent merchants and politicians of the
mother county. These acquaintance¬
ships proved to be a vast benefit to
him in his subsequent career in the ser¬
vice of the Colonies and the influence
of friends then made served to mater¬
ially mitigate the severities attendant
on his imprisonment in the Tower of
London during the Revolutionary War.
He returned to Charleston sometime
before the war and took a leading posi¬
tion in that city as a merchant and
amassed a large estate, a portion of
which he invested in England. His
great interests in shipping brought him
into many controversies with the Brit¬
ish Admiralty Court, sitting at Char¬
leston, and he wrote much in regard to
the Navigation Acts, so much abhorred
by the Colonies, in which publications
he showed remarkable wit and skill.
But through all this his attachment to
England was strong, and in 1761, while
Lieutenant Colonel under the British
General Grant, he took ground with
that officer in many disputes in which
he was involved with other American
officers. After the passage of the
Stamp Act, Laurens was strong in his
support of that measure and sustained
the constitutionality of it in this State,
and was opposed to forcible resistance
to British authority. In 1771 he again
visited England and remained there and
on the continent of Europe for more
than three years and made judicious in¬
vestments in foreigh funds and securi¬
ties. While here he placed his children
in the best English schools for the com¬
pletion of their education. One of
these children was John Laurens, who
subsequently took a prominent part in
the Revolutionary War, not only as an
officer in the army but also as secre¬

tary to Franklin at the Court of France.
In 1775 Mr. Laurens, having returned
to South Carolina, was elected a mem¬
ber of its provincial council. The an¬

nouncement of the Declaration of Inde¬
pendence, he says, he heard with pain,
but he afterwards acquiesced in it and
was elected to Congress, in the delib¬
erations of which body he took a promi¬
nent and leading part. He was elected
President of this body, (that position
now corresponding with that of Presi¬
dent of the United States) in 1777, and
while President, did much for the con¬
centration of power in Congress, but
did not go to the extreme as did '.'the
Adamses and Lees," thus showing that
even in those early days South Carolina
statesmen were advanced in their ad¬
vocacy of states' rights. On Dec. 1st,
1778, he resigned as President, but re¬

tained his membership in the Con¬
gress. His position, however, was one

of some difficulty for the reason that
he together with Mr. Franklin, Morris
and others opposed the issue of paper
money without tho power of taxation to
guarantee its payment and without the
certain means of redeeming it. He also
opposed putting in circulation all drafts
and bills on France and other foreign
countries until we should be assured
that they would be honored by those
countries. Returning to Charles!on to

go before tho people of the state for
re-election on his position, ho found his
affairs very much deranged. While in
Charleston he was notified that he had
been elected by Congress minister to
the Netherlands, with instructions to
there negotiate a loan for ten million
dollars, if possible, and to pledge the
credit of the United States for the
payment thereof. He was also ap¬
pointed one of a committee of five to

prepare instructions for peaco commis¬sioners of the United States to negoti¬ate peace with England if possible, and
was also appointed on a committee togive instructions to the minister to
Spain, who was authorized to negotiato
a treaty with that country. Elaborate
instructions were given to the peacecommissioners appointed by Congress,but all negotiations fell through. Mr.
Laurens then notified Congress that he
would repair to the Netherlands by the
first vessel and that he hoped to be
able to leave Charleston on board the
French vessel, "Chimera" which was
then in the service of tho Stato of
South Carolina. Before this vessel re¬
turned to Charleston, however, the
English had succeeded in interceptingit and had landed troops on John's Is¬
land and endeavored to blockade the
city, several war vessels being off the
bar. Ho then endeavored to reach
North Carolina where there were some
vessels then bound to Europe, but was
frustrated in his designs. He wrote
Congress that if he should study his
own private interests ami desires that
he should stay in Charleston and stand
or fall with his country. But the Fi¬
nance Committee advised him that theyhad already drawn bills on him, for cir¬
culation In the Netherlands, to the
amount of one hundred thousand pounds.
Mr. Laurens then secured the service
of a blockade runner, hoping to reach
one of the West Indian Islands and
from thence reach France, and as Con¬
gress had provided no means for his
transporation or support while abroad,he wrote the Finance Committee that
he proposed taking with him a cargo of
indigo which could bo disposed of at
enormous profit in the European coun¬
tries and that he would devote the pro¬
fits thereof to the support of the Ameri¬
can ministers abroad, being satisfied
that in their then condition it would
prove most acceptable to them. Fate
was again against him. Being unable
to get out of Charleston harbor ho
went to Philadelphia and took passage
on August 13th in a small packet boat
called the Mercury under the convoy of
the sloop of war Saratoga, which, how¬
ever, returned five days after they were
at sea. The Mercury was sighted and
chased by the British Cruiser Vestal
and was captured September 3rd. Mr.
Laurens had with him a great number
of papers for use in his mission,
amongst them being a draft of a treaty
with the Netherlands which had been
proposed sometime before, but never
adopted. These papers his secretary,
Mr. Young, threw into a bag weighted
with shot which was thrown into the
sea, but by some means it was buoyed
up and being perceived by the British
officers was secured and turned over to
the British ministry. These papers
were subsequently arranged and bound
and afterwards returned to Mr. Lau¬
rens. The disclosures of the papers
thus seized, lead to the almost instant
declaration of war by tho British
against the Netherlands and the cir¬
cumstances attenning the seizure were

closely scrutinized. The Dutch ports
were blockaded by the British and its
navy prevented from going to sea; the
coffers of the British cruisers were
filled with prize money from the seizure
of Dutch merchant vessels. Mr. Lau¬
rens was imprisoned in the Tower,
where he underwent close confinement
and severe treatment for a number of
months. He was finally permitted to
see his son and some of his friends,
whose influence with the authorities se¬
cured for him a mitigation of his prison
discipline. Efforts were made looking
towards his exchange for Gen. Bur-
goyne who had been captured at Sara¬
toga, but these efforts proved of no
avail. Mr. Franklin, then at Paris,
who had been endeavoring to interest
Mr. Edmund Burke in the matter of
the exchange, wrote to some friends of
Mr. Laurens that he thought the Brit-
ish preferred keeping Laurens until the
end of the War in order that he might
be hanged if the War terminated in
England's favor, and that the English
had no objections to Burgoyne's meet¬
ing the same fate at the hands of the
Americans as his absence was desired
more than his company. Mr. Laurens
was now admitted to jail but not al¬
lowed to leave the city. After the cap¬
ture of Cornwallis at Yorklown an ex¬

change was effected whereby he se¬
cured his relea.se and Gen. Cornwallis
resumed his seat in the House of Lords.
In the meantime the bills which had
been drawn on Mr. Laurens in the
Netherlands were being extensively
circulated throughout those countries
and but for the generosity of a company
of merchants at Amsterdam, who hon¬
ored those bills, the credit of the Uni¬
ted States would have been seriously
effected, if not wrecked. After the
cessation of hostilities, Mr. Laurens
was appointed one of the commissioners
to negotiate a treaty of peace with
England, but on account of ill health
brought about by his confinement in
the Tower he refused the appointment.
Nevertheless, Congress by unanimous
resolution declared that the services of
Mr. Laurens in this capacity could not
be dispensed with. Mr. Adams also
wrote an urgent letter from Paris im¬
ploring him to join them. Although
scarcely able to leave his bed ho took
up his journey and by travelling night
and day reached Paris in time to join
the commissioners and give them the
support of his presence and advice. He
remained here until the provisional
treaty was signed when he returned to
London.
Many delays occurred to prevent the

signing of the final treaty, and in the
meantime a bill was introduced in Par¬
liament looking to the regulation ol
trade with America along the same line
as the old Navigation Act. Mr. Lau¬
rens, himself, prepared a bill and had
it submitted to the Parliament which
was much more liberal to the Ameri-1
cans and which served to check the
support of the adverse legislation and
served to hasten the making of the
final treaty. Being called to the bed¬
side of his brother, who was then in
the south of France extremely ill, ho
was unable to take part in the final do-
liberations of the Peace Commissioners
and was not present at the signing of
the treaty. He remained in Europe for
three years after the treaty was signed,
and returned to Charleston only a short
time before his death, which occurred
on the 8th day of December, 1702.

Mr. Laurens has been accuse.] of dis
loyalty to the American cause on ac¬

count of the circumstances attending

his capture on his way to the Nether¬
lands, hut for this there is no just
foundation. Ho took all the precautions
that wero possible and it was on ac¬
count of obedience to orders for which
he was in no ways responsible that he
was not attended in his journey by a
stronger forco than did accompany
him. His subsequent services in Eng-
land and on the Continent amply show
that he ever had the cause of his coun¬
try at heart, and by resolution of Con¬
gress he was praised for his services to
his country.

Eczema, scald head, hives, itchinessof the skin of nny sort, instantly reliev¬
ed, iwrmanently cured. Doan s Oint¬
ment. At any drug store.

DR. WALES 0. FIKE.

Now Rests Beside His Father in the City
Cemetery.

The burial services of the late Dr.
Wales G. Eike, whoso death occurred
at the home of his mother In Spartan¬
burg Friday night, were held at the
city cemetery here Sunday afternoon
immediately after the arrival of the
Spartanburg train at 1.30 o'clock, con-
vycing the funeral parly.
A large company of citizens and the

pallbearers, composed of former school
and college mates of the deceased of
this city, met the party at the station
and escorted the procession to the
cemetery, where a simple service was
held by the Rev. M. W. Hook, pastor
of the First Methodist Church of this
city, assisted by Rev. Marvin Owings,
of the Second Methodist Church of
Union, of which Dr. Eike was a useful
and devoted member.
There was a great outpouring of the

friends and acquaintances here of the
deceased and his family, who were
former residents of Laurens, where
they were ever held in the highest re¬
gard and esteem, the late Mr. C. L.
Eike, father of the young man who
was tenderly laid to rest by his side
Sunday afternoon, being a former sher¬
iff and one of the foremost public men
and citizens of I.aureus county for
many years.
The pallbearers were: R. E. Babb,

Dr. W. D. Ferguson, R. Fleming Jones,
George Balle, Carroll M. Miller, C. H.
Roper, Edgar H. Crews, John F. Bolt,
C. A. Tower and J. Lee bangs ton.

Account oi His Death.
Spartanburg, March 31. .Dr. Wales

Goodwin Fike of Union died at the
home of his mother, Mrs. M. A. Fike,
No. 102 North Liberty street last night
at 7 o'clock. Dr. Eike was born in
1 .aureus county thirty-four years ago,'
and at the time his fatal sickness came'
upon him was a practicing physician at
Union, where he had been located for
the past two years.
Dr. Eike was a graduate of the Cita¬

del and of the South Carolina Medical
College, which is located at Charleston.
He is survived by his mother, two

sisters, Misses Mary E., and Eva Fike
and three brothers, Dr. A. R. Fike,Mr. P. H. Fike of this city and Mr. L.
E. Fike of Union.

Dr. Fike had many friends in this
city and all through his long illness
there were many solicitous inquiries as
to his condition. His fight for life was
a long and hard one, but the hand of
death was upon him and a man youngand in the very prime of life was gath¬ered to his fathers. The announce¬
ment of his death will bring sorrow to
many, as his circle of acquaintances
and friends was large.
You feel the life giving current theminute you take it. A gentle soothingwarmth, fdls the nerves and blood withlife. It's a real pleasure to take llol-lister's Rocky Mountian Tea. 35 cents,Tea or Tablets. Ask your Druggist.
Ordinary household accidents have noterrors when there's a bottle of Dr.Thomas' Eclectric Oil in the medicinechest. Heals burns, cuts, bruises,sprains. Instant relief.

SNAKE DIVINITIE8.
Fantastic Forma of Worship on

Soutlivrcat ( mint of IndlH.
Serpent worship and the propitiation

of suukc divinities, wldeh ouco spread
nil over Asia, still maintain a tena¬
cious hold on the little uatlve states of
Cochin and Travaneore, on tho south¬
west coast of Iudia. Here Hindoos
high and low rovoro tho cobra as they
did u thousand years ago, and It Is con¬
sidered a heluous crlino to Injure tho
reptile or neglect its interests.
In tho district of Trovaucorc alone

there are between 15,000 and 20,000
ahrlnes dcdlcatod exclusively to tho
worship of snakes which possess ox-
tenslvo and valuable properties for
thoir maintenance and for tho cost of
the ceremonies which the keepers have
to perform from timo to time.
In these shrines the Hindoos set down

fantastic idols of serpents on 0* stono
base, and the shrluu Is protected by a
mud wall, Housubolders to assure their
welfare should mako offerings of
dough, milk and cooked rice to the ser¬
pentine habitues of the shrine and
place lights and chant hymns iu order
to be assured of their favor.
Every morning the king and queen of

the serpents are bathed, and fruit and
milk are offered to them, to bo followed
at noon by cooked I'lce and fried grain.
On certain days tho Idols in grove and
household temple aro carried in pro¬
cession to the house, where propitia¬
tory offerings are made. The presiding
functionary must be the eldest female
member of the family, who has to prac¬
tice celibacy from the day she attnlns
the position.
At famous snake festivals at Truvan-

core pious folk gather from all parts
to Join iu the worship, bringing offer¬
ings of gold, silver, grain, popper,
spices, oil, sandalwood, silk and otlier
tldngH. Tho v ost of the festivals Is de¬
frayed by the revenues of the paddy
fields and gardens attached to tho
shrines. It is believed that unless tho
ceremonies are conducted witli rever¬
ence the largest cobras of the grove
will como out and show themselves to
the members of the bouse. Tho na¬
tives also believe that snake bites in
the neighborhood of these shrines nev¬
er prove fatal. Be that as it may,
deaths from snake bites aro very rare,
though many grovos contain os many
as thirty cobras aud the AbrluoB in Tra-
voncoro number between flfteou and
twenty thousand.
Tho snakes of India are rarely ag¬

gressive, but generally keep to them¬
selves, aud, being so kindly treated and
benevolently attended. It is not aston¬
ishing that they become docllo and
harmless. All over Travancoro the peo¬
ple when they see a snake approaching
say, "The god is coming," and make
way for the divinity. Children play
fearlessly about the groves while their
serpentine friends are gliding about or
basking In the sun and have never boon
known to be harmed. When the groves
become overrun with serpents the sur¬
plus population is removed and sent to
other shrines, certain pious Brahnians
being especially applied to for this pur¬
pose..New York Herald.

Soluble Glnna.
Soluble glass, or water glass, as it

is sometimes called, is an artificial sili¬
cate of sodium or potassium or a dou¬
ble silicate of both of these alkalis, and
thus in its essential ingredients the
same as ordinary glass. But ordinary
glass Is to a slight extent soluble in
water, owing to the alkali which it
contains, and by varying (ho propor¬
tion of the alkaline constituents the
compound becomes readily soluble to
any desired degree. Attention was
first directed to it by Fuchs, a Qcrmnn
chemist, about 1824. It has been used
to some extent, and (pnte successfully,
In preventing the decay of stone walls
and edifices under tho action of tho
weather. Tho surface is covered with
a coating of a suitable solution, and,
the water soon evaporating, a thin,
transparent gla/.e is left over the stone,
effectually protecting it from the dis¬
integrating action of the atmosphere.
Several public buildings In various
parts of tho world have been success¬
fully treated in this way.

It's the little colds that grow into bigcolds: the big colds that end in consump¬tion and death. Watch the little colds.
Dr. Wood's Norway Fine Syrup.

You are

Cordially
Invited

to come and inspect my line of

Dry Goods, Shoes and Millinery.
Twelve-yard bolts of English Long Cloth, much

nicer and softer than Bleaching at
$1.20 per Piece.

See those beautiful Silk Stripes for Shirt Waists in
all colors at 25c the yard.

Be sure you call to see that Silk Striped Ladies'
Girdle at 50c.

Nice line of Ladies' Ready-Trimmed Hats from
50c to $2.25.

Don't forget to bring your baby and get one of
those nice Caps.

Ladies' Oxfords to suit your purse.
Men's Negligee Shirts a specialty.

Be sure you call at the 5 and 10 cents
store and see the nice line of Easter
goods, and while there get one of those
nice Water Bottles for 10c.

Yours,

J. L. HOPKINS.
In (he McCord Building, next door to Kennedy Bros.

ANCIENT 8EA WALL8.
Pvnlibment That Wii Inflicted For

NoKirctiiiH Their Ileyulr.
W. ii. Whooler in his "History of tho

Feus of South Llncolnshiro" quotes
Hurrlson ns saying, In his preface to
Ilollushed's "Chronicle/' that "sueh
ns, buvlng walls or bunks near unto
tho son, do suiter tho same to decay*otter convenient admonition, whereby
the water cutereth and drovructh up
tho country, are by a certain ancient;custom apprehended, condemned and
staked in the breach, where they re¬
main forover a parcel of tho new wall
thut Is to be made upon them, ns I
have heard reported.".P. 40.
Harrison, so far as I am at present

able to make out, Js tho earliest au¬
thority for this, and he only speaks of
it as a report.
In a paper by tho Jlev. F. 0. .T. Spur-

roll In "Tho Archacologlu Cantlana" re¬
lating to Dart ford, I llnd the following,
which, though it Is by no means a proof
of what Harrison had heard, tends to
make tbo statement less improbable
than it otherwise would he:
"In early times the Hornau way

crossed the marsh untroubled by tbo
tide. Afterward, tho tide having ad¬
vanced further inland, the road was
raised, becoming a causeway. In me¬
diaeval times this bank was heighten¬
ed against the tide, tho road runnlug
inside, us nt present. During a section
made a few years ago through this
road, near Stldolph's house, I Haw a
human skeleton extended across the
bank about two feet below tho pres¬
ent surface. This is, of course, a
Rtrange situation; but, looking to tho
fact that it was a tide Avail, It Is pos¬
sible that the once owner of the skele¬
ton had the duty of repairing tho bank
and, having let the tide through by bis
neglect, wastplaccd in tho breach, thus
helping to repair it while suffering
punishment. S. Smiles has mentioned
that such a mode of deallug wns n me¬
diaeval custom. However, I know not
how far the ancient graveyard extend¬
ed hereabout, so that the body, which
showed no signs of burial, might yot
hove been burled In sacred ground.".
London /Notes and Querlos.

II« Sot tlie Pnoc.
"You-seem bound and determined tolive right up to my salary.""I'm merely trying to live up to thediamond and things you gave mo whenwo were engaged, dear." HoustonTost.

Great
Iroüi Bed

We have just placed on our floors what we feel save in saying is the largest, new¬

est and brightest stock of Iron and Brass Beds ever shown in this part
of the country. Built on simple, elegant, plain or elaborate

lines. Here are some of the special advantages which
Iron Beds possess:

They're the cleanest beds in the world. They're
the most sanitary,

free circulation of the air on all sides.
They're the most durable.there's

really no wear out in an iron bed.
And the prices are fully as

attractive as this bright
new stock itself.
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We Want Your Furnitur * Traxl
Bed-room Suits, Chamber Sets, Hundred piece Dinner Sets, Sideboards, Book Cases, Wash

Stands, Hall Racks, Chiffoniers, Piazza Sets, Chairs of all kinds and prices, Center Tables,
Extension Tables, Kitchen Tables, Carpets, Mattings, Rugs, Partiers, Lace

Curtains and Art Squares.

T is uomg
China Closets, Crockery, Cut Glass, Baby Carriages, Go-Carts, Cradles, Cribs, Iron Beds,

Springs and Mattresses.

See Our Matting Rugs.
Lounges, Pictures, Clocks, Silver Ware, Japanese Ware, Window Shades,

Window Poles and Sewing Machines.

We are now making a special run on

Beds, and Wash Stands. See us before

uy.

CAIN 1%

y Laurens, South Carolina.

"Oh, I AM SO TIRED!'1
Is heard daily from old and young, rich and poor. Did you ever stop and consider
the cause of this remark? We will venture to Bay nine cases out of ten are
caused by Improper digestion, This, or other symptoms of Indigestion such as
nervousness, nausea, heart-burn, sour stomach, flatulency and despondency,should be a warning to you who are in danger of having indigestion, tho great¬est enemy Of America*, health to-day, fasten its morcileSS fangs on your health. :

Remember, "A Stitch in time saves nine", and a bottle of tho celebrated!
K ( Hum's Sure Cure for Indigestion has saved untold misery to people in manyparts of this broad land, by curing them permanently of this misorablo disease.
Yes, not like the pepsin digestive; that help for a time, but c ures permanentlyby causing the digestive organs to perform their functions. Nature being su< h
a great rectifier of its own ills, with the assistance of this powerful medicine,gives you a healthy stomach and removes indigestion and its symptoms perma¬nently Sold on a $5.00 guarantee. 50 cents and $1.00 per bottle at

i .aureus Drug Company.1 j'
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CLEANLINESS
rcnsity lo perfect Health and an essential clement
_A °r Happiness.
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To prevent ilckn<?33 at 1 enjoy tltO
comforts of life you should equip your
deeping apartment or dressing chamber
v/hh a snowy white, onc«plccc
".Stattdavd"* Porcelain Enameled Lava«
tory and haVO running hrt ami cold
water as desired at your touch.
We hive samples in oc.r showroom

and will gladly quote you prices.

Laurens Plumbing: Co.


