
I PENMANSHIP FOR THE PRIMARY GRADES !j
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The article below oil "Penmanship
In the Primary Gradea" was handed
In to this office by Supt. Jones, of the
City Schools, with the request that
it might be published so that the par¬
ents of the younger children could ap¬
preciate the methods now used in
teaching penmanship. So often, he
said, tho paronts wonder why it Is that
the children are not nt once taught the
actual formation of figures when they
enter the flrßt grades. By reading this
article they will he able to see why It
is that the children are not at iirst
taught how to make the letters and
figures. Mr. Jones also suggested that
the article would bo of great benefit
to the teachers and parents all over
the county and that It would be well
for all of them to read It. The article
follows:
"Can children six or seven years old

learn muscular movement writing?"
Is the question that Is often asked. My
answer Is, "Yes. children five years
Old can learn it, and can write with
movement when properly taught." I
make this assertion because in my
visits to different Catholic schools I
have seen it demonstrated by pupils
in primary grades. Only a few weeks
ago I visited a school In New York
City In which muscumr movement was
being taught according to Mr. Palmer's
plan, the introduction having been
made last October. I was particularly
impressed with the work of the pupils
In the Iirst, second and third grades.
Their postures were perfect, and they
bad learned to apply movement to
easy words and their own numcs. The
application was especially good In the
second grade. Tho classes average
forty pupils. Both teachers and pupils
were most enthusiastic in lauding the
method through which such results
were being obtained. They empha¬
sized the fact that a teacher who has
studied muscular movement and knows

how to teach It can secure wonderful
results. Should not such results be
sufficient compensation for the little
effort exerted?

I believe that mu tcular movement
should be taught to pupils as soon as

they enter school.-every child can

master It. The physical training fea¬
ture Is most Important In the begin¬
ning. From four to six weeks will be
required for the preliminary work in
posture and movement hcToro the pu¬
pils are permitted to write. Pupils
should be taught how to sit, how to
relax, whore the motive power is lo¬
cated, how to roll on the muscles, cor¬
rect pen-holding, the direction in which
the pen moves in making the first ex¬

ercises, before they are permitted to
make strokes on their papers. If this
be done until the movement becomes
automatic, the teacher will have little
difficulty later in securing good mus¬

cular movement, in all written work.
Pupils who have been taught muscu¬

lar movement In primary grades do
their written tasks in the grammar
grades in less than one-half the time
that otherwise would have been re-

quired, and it is a pleasure to examine
their manuscripts.

It seems a mistake to aim for per¬
fection In writing In tho primary
grades. Attention should be given to
movement, also to the careful obser¬
vation of lettej-s as regard height,
width, running space, and the direc¬
tion in which the hand moves In mak¬
ing beginning strokes. After attention
has been directed toward these pre¬
liminary essentials, children should
he permitted to make letters. Do not
be discouraged with these first at¬
tempts at movement application even

though the forms may be crude. If
pupils retain position and use good
movement, commend them, as a few
words of approbation Will work won¬
ders and Inspire all to their best ef-

forts. I believe teachers In these
grades shouly study the means which
will pave the) way to superior results
In the higher grades. Primary chil¬
dren should bo permitted to do very
little copying from the blackboard.
it is too great a strain on the eye»,
and position is likely to be forgotten
In an endeavor to duplicate the copy.
Drills of the same size pupils are ex¬

pected to make, should bo placed be¬
fore them for visualization before
practice.

Occasionally a teacher will enthu¬
siastically dlsply copies almost ac¬
curately written by primary children.
Some teachers delight In accurate
formation, and do not care how slowly
and laboriously the work may have
been done. The iinished product suf¬
fices, and yet they know that careful
drawing of script forms In primary
grades leads not only to cramped mus¬

cles, twisted spinal columns and very
slow writing, but to an accumulation
of had habits which must lie broken up
before a start can be made in teach¬
ing good writing In the higher grades.

In primary grades the element of
time need not be considered, and it
does not matter how little writing is
done. In the higher grades, time be¬
comes an important factor, and*pupils
who have not been trained in muscular
movement will.'indeed must.scrib¬
ble in their efforts to do the required
amount of writing. Some teachers are
too selfish to sacrlfleo a littlo time
and effort in the preparation which
would mean so much to pupils in their
future work. Movement and forma¬
tion should be correlated. Assuming
that the teacher of a first year primary
and has skillfully taught her pupils the
beginning steps in movement devel¬
opment and application, "what encour¬
agement would such a teacher have
to continue her work in laying the
correct foundation for future classes,
If teachers to whom her pupils were

promoted did not understand muscu¬
lar movement or were antagonistic to
teh work so well begun by the first
elass teacher? A teacher may secure

great results from her pupils, but she

can not do it all. The training through¬
out a school should be progressive
and teachers should co-operate in mak¬
ing It so.

Muscular movement writing cannot
all be taught in one yeur in primary
grades', any more than all reading or
all spelling can be taught in one year.
If pupils begin in the right way, they
will have developed a good band by
the time they have reached the inter¬
mediate departments. Pupils will not
maintain the correct position in these
grades without the supervision of a

teacher, and should not be permitted
to do copying for busy work unless tho
teacher is able to supervise It.

Elizabeth C. O'Brien,

Extending Operations.
Mr. Q. B. Summer sold six bales of

long staple cotton yesterday to a Lau-
rens man for 18 cents a pound, and
Mr. S. P. Crotwell sold 19 bales to the
same p&fty t»l ib.« same price..New-
berry Observer.

A Dreadfnl Sight
t- H. J. Barnum, of Freeville. N. Y.,
was the fever-sore that had plagued
his life for years In spite of many rem¬
edies he tried. At last he used Buck-
lens Arnica Salve and wrote: "It has
entirely healed with scarcely a scar
left." Heals burns, lioils, Eczema,
Cuts, Bruises, Swellings, Corns and
Piles like magic. Only 2öc at Daurens
Drug Co. and Palmetto Drug Co.

Jno. W. Ferguson C. C. Featherstone
YV. B. Knight

FERGUSON, FEATHERSTONE & KNIGHT
Attorneys at Law
Laureas, S. C,

I Prompt and careful attention given
to nil business.

Office Over Palmetto Bank.

Asthma! Asth\
POPHAM'S ASTHMA REMEt* »

gives instant relief and an absolute cure
in all cases of Asthma, Bronchitis, and
Hay Fever. Sold by druggists ; mail on

receipt pf price $i.oo.
Trial PockaRo by mall 10 cents.

WILLIAMS MFC. CO.. Prop*.. Cleveland. Ohio A
LAURENS DRUG CO. I

1.aureus. S. i\

1 OPERA HOUSE 1rß QEO. L. WILSON, Manager X

I ComingThursday,Sept.28
I "CURRENT EVENTS" 1

« Recent Happenings W
» _THE ANIMATED NEWSPAPER_ »
© ^1 The Rail Road Locomotive Collision. Under auspices Brother En- 25Ä ^{Pi^ gineers, Indianapolis. ^JgJ President Taft Sunday School Celebration, Brooklyn.*?2 See the Aviation Flights and many other interesting occurrances which ^??2 took place last month. ?21 ~

NEW P^Ti DAILY §

First Showing of Fall Goods
AT

J. E. MINTER & BROTHER
Our buyers have returned from New York and Baltimore where they selected an elegant stock of thebest and most stylish goods of the season, and it is our intention to offer these goods at the LowestPrice consistant with the quality and style.

Ladies' Department!
READY-TO-WEAR GOODS.

Tills department la complete with the largest lino of stylish
garments we have ever shown and we are making some very attrac¬
tive prices to early buyers.
Ladies' stylish Coat Suits, special at $18.50, $20.00 $22.50, $2.1.00
..and.$80.00
Sec our great Coal suits, worth $is.oo at.$1.1.00
Ry a lucky purchase we are offering Suits that equal in value to

$i:..00 Suits, at...#10.00 and $12.50
A full line Of Misses Suits, sizes 14, 1G and IS at $10.00, $12.50, $15.00

and.$20.00
Long coats,( Tills Is going to be a good season on long coats) See
our meat values at $6.00, $7.00, $10.00, $12.50, $1.1.00 and $20.00

SKIRTS.
Xo trouble to get fitted here in a nice Skirt. All sizes in all ma¬
terials .$3.50, $.1.00, $6.50, $8.50, $10.00 ami $12.50

WAISTS.
Beautiful line silk Waists., ,.$2.50, $3.00 to $.1.00
WashWaists.50c and 7.1c
Pure Linen Waists.$1.00

Millinery Department!
Miss Chilcote of Baltimore is again in charge of this de¬

partment which insures it will be np to the high standard of
last season, and indeed it will make improvements. Every¬thing that is new and stylish will be shown. We cordially
every lady to visit this department before making her pur¬chase. Miss Nannie Dorroh, Miss Marie Drnmmcnd will also
be glad to welcome their many friends to this interesting show
of pretty things.

Men's Department!
CLOTHING.

A nobby tailor-made suit of best quality and superbly tailored.
Just the kind you want at .. $18.00, $20.00, $22.50 and $2.1.00

Exceptional values in Suits for men and young men $10.00, $12.50
nnd.$15.00

Boys Knickerbocker Suits.$3.00, $4.00, $.1.00, to $10.00
Custom Tailoring.If you want a Suit made to measure see our

samples, Suits.$18.00 to $3.1.00
"Snide" Hats, the hat for the swell dresser. Seo the new fall
blocks at.$;i,no

Nobby Hats,.$1.50, $2.00, and $2.50

Shoe Department!
Here is where you always get good shoes, Wo are careful to al¬
ways show the best styles and shoes of standard quality.

"Regina" for Ladles at $8.50 and $4.00 In Pat., Viel, in lace and but¬
ton. "A Shoe fit for a queen."

Good stylish Shoes, In all styles and leathers at $2.00, $2.50, $8.00
'.'Buster Brown" Shoes for children are best . .$1.60, $1.75, $2.00

We want you to make our store your headquarters. Polite, courteous, pleasant saleladies will beglad to serve you. It is our aim to make this your shopping place.

J. E. MINTER & BROTHER
DEPARTMENT STORE


