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LOUISIANA LAKE
GIVES UP BODIFS

SENSATION AT MER ROUGE, LOU-
CISIANA, WHEN BODIES OF TWO
MEN TIOUGHT 10 HAVE BLEN

KILLED BY NIGH''RIDERS, ARE|.

BLOWN FROM DEPTHS OF LAKE

BY DYNAMITE.

Mer Rouge, La,, Dec. 22.—Bodles of
two men blown from the bottom of
Lake Ln Fourche carly today by un-
identified dynamiters wepe lying at an
undertaking establishment here to-
night, while military men stood guard
pending  the arrival of additional
troops from Alexandria and New Or-
leans, ordered here today by the adju-
tant J{_e}:m‘n]. :

The bodles, badly mutilated and
bound with wire, were believed by the
authorities to be those of Watt Dan-
iels and-Thomas Richards, members of
a party of five prominent Mer Rouge
citizens, who were kidnapped last Au-
gust by white robed and hooded men
and who have been missing since and
then the object of three days’ raking
of the lakes of Morehouse parish by
National Guardsmen, federal agents
amd professional divers,

Authorities here state they are sat-
isfied the bodies were the ones sought,
Relatives and close friends of missing
men viewed the bodies during the day
and tonight and it was reported bits
of clothing of the men were recogniz-
ed. The coroner announced tonight
an inquest would be held over the hod-
18, probably tomorrow. The arrival of
the attorney general of the state and
two prominent pathologists of Now
Orleans i{s awaited.

Tt was not known tonight whether
the inquest would be held here orv at
Bastrop, the parish seat.

In the absence of official informa-
tion the next move on the part of the
state wag not known here, but it was
he consensus of opinion the inquest
would be followed by the arrest of at
Ieast 20 persons, alleged ringleaders
of the August mob. Tho names of -U}eso
men will be presented to the military
or civil authorities by the four depart-
ment of justice agents, who for four

months have been conducting seerct

investigations, it was stated here.
Martinl Law Expected

Mer Rouge citizens expressed them-
selves tonight ag believing martial law
will be declared

Bverything was quiet and peaceful
on the surface here tonight bt those
Informed are authority for statements
that there is an underlying fecling of
bitterness,

Some resistance is oxpected wwhen
the state's warrants ealling for arrest

of o nimber of men helieved to have
been the ringjentlcrs of the hooded

men are served, it was indleated here,
The presenc of an additionn] hody of
state troops, it was believed, however,
Wwill serve as a vreecaution against a
prohgble outhreak.
ment of justice working under the di-
rection of the governor are said fo
have a partial list of members of the
kidnappers. glally names were obtain-
ed several months ago when the in-
vestigators reported an attempt was
made during the night by a group of
men to reach a spot on La Fouche inke
guarded as the probable watlne. place
of the bodles.

The opinion is advanced that these

, Bame men returned in the dead hours

=

. ‘gible,’

and

of last night and placed the charges
of dynamite that wrecked a part of tho
bank near the eastorn ferry landing
relenged the decapitated, wire
bound bodies from the welght that for
four months had held them to the bot-
tom of the lake. Divery spent the af-
ternoon trying to locate the rusty
wagon wheels that were missed from
the banks of the lake simultaneously
with the disappeance of the men, sald
to be the only miasing 1link in the
chain of evidence the Investigatord
had submitted to the governor as thelr
golutlon of the mystery.

While La Fouche was heing blahtm!.
what wag belleved as a docoy of alght
or ten men were active in Lake Coo-
per, 20 miles away, drawing the fire of
the state guards and bringing the en-
dire military company from Mer Rouge
to t]lo lban.ks of the lake, f

7 Inquiry Into Blasting

'I'ha mllltary captain announced the
mmstlsatora were not responsible for

“the blﬂntlng 1a8t night and a search s

andor way to ldentlry rt‘houe Tespon-

Wilth: di‘ﬂ-ﬁs o);.etat_l

IDIRYEST CHRISTMAS
IN NEW YORK EVER
Six Deaths  Ativibuted to

Llquor.

New York, Dec. 26.—Iight deaths

were attributed today to drinking
‘poigonous liquor over 'Christmas. A
score or more of vietims were con-
fined "to hospitals.
Ot the eight persons who dled, two
were women. A Brooklyn woman was
arrested as the seller of whiskey
which caused the death of one of the
women,

‘While police records show that yes-
terday was the “dryest” Christmas
New York ever spent, six deaths were
attributed by polico to bootleg liquor.
Autopsies will e performed on the
bodies of the six—five men and one
woman—itoday. All of the hodies were
taken to the morgue pending the medi-
cal examination,

Threat of prohibition authorities to
make the city as dry over the holi-
days as the 18th amendment contem-
plated for the whole year had its ef-
fect so far ag public drinking was con-
cerned, police reported.

For the first time within the mem-
ory of oldest attaches of the West
Side court not a defendant brought
to bar there on a charge of Intoxica-
tion,

Bellevue hospital reported that only
twelve persons suffering from alcohol-
ism were treated there yesterday,
That is the lowest number for Christ-
mas day in the history of the institu-
tion,

Minor raids were made by prohlbi-
tion agents ligquor belng conflscated in
several of the places visited,

Bootleg

BROADWAY RAID
{BY BOLD BANDITS

Sevonly-one Diamond Rings Stolen

From Show Window.

New  York, Deec. 23.—Descending
from an autoombile into the midst of
the throng- of holiday shoppers on
Upper Broadway, three men tonight
@#mashed the 'wifidow of a Jewelry
store with g brick wrapped in towels
and escaped with 71 diamond . rings
which they snatched from trays in
the display window. The rings were
valued at 10,000,

The robbery was carried out with
the utmost daring, Parking their ex-
Pensive looking car in the line of au-
tomobiles which stood at the curb, two
of the bandits fashlonably attirved,
strolled nochalantly towards the jew-
eler’s display window, leaving u third
companion at the wheel.

A dozen persons iwere inspecting
the jewels behind the glass, when one
of the new arrivals quietly drew from
under his arm what appeared to be a
parcel—the brick wrapped in towels,
Before any of the pedestrians realized
what was happening the parcel was
hurled at the window, shattering the
thick plate glass and making the gems
readily accessible through the jagged
aperture,

Gathering up two trays containing
the 71 valuable rings, the bandit pair
quickly withdrew to the curb, climbed
into their ear and disappeared into
the streams of traflic along the bril-
liantly lighted thoroughfare,

Two customers and eight clerks
were in the store when the robbery
occurred. Too late, however, to frus-
trate the robbery or enable the police
to prevent thelr escape, the clerks gave
the alarm, . T

chiefly on the ferry' landing where a
chart indicated the bodiey of the miss-
ing men most iikely were hidden, it
was declared the guilty mon feared the
bodies would be eventually loeated and
declded to recover thera and remove
them to another burial place in the in-
terlor, The dynamiters evidently he-
came frightened or failed to find thelr
quarry and ran away, the story goes.
A forryman who héard the blasts re-
ported the finding'this morning, i

‘With the arrival of additional state
troops tomorrow the strangth in e
parish will be more than 200 mon.
The troops have a large complement
of machine guns.

It {8 generally belleved open hear-
ing will be instituted following the
antleipated arrests,

“All persons will be free to come into
#hig court of justice under the Loulsl-
‘ana laws, and tell what they know of
the caso,

Prominent perdons  in Missiasippt
and Arkansag, as ag  Louislana,
aro bolloved by the amte as having
been members of the hooded mob, Ar-
reats 0 all throo statgs are antlcipat-

e
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The Spirit of 1923

VIOLENT TEMPESTS
IN NORTH ATLANTIC

Huge Ocean Liners Rocked Like
Cockleshells,  Worst In Years,
New York, Dec. 26.—Violent temp-

ests of the sort known only to sea-
soned mariners of the North Atlantie,
against the howling power of which
huge ocean but.. flimsy,
cdockleshells, have raged through the
past week threatening smaller vessels
with destruction, wrecking steamers'
deck equipment, driving fast liners
out of their usual lanes and striking
terror
passengers, according to wircless re-
vorts today.

Relentless gales, playing havoe with
the schedules of the large steamship
companies, described yesterday by of-
ficers of the Cedrie, the Zeeland and
the United States, which arrived secv-
oral days late after weathering the
worst storms in thelr history, still are
whipping the waters of the Atlantle
to fury.

The Manchuria and La Savole re-
ported today that they would arrive on
Thursday, two days late., The Niag-
ara, due today reported she will try
to fight her way to port tomorrow.

The Caronin veported from Halifax
that she had been forcec to put in
there. The Mount Cavrotl is due here
and the President Monroe In London

liners ave

tomorrow both far behind schedulo.
Veterans of scores of storms who
guided liners into port yesterday

sald they had never before scen the
treacherous north Atlantic In such a
protracted hurrvicane mood as during
the last fortnight,

Captain Metcalfe of the Cedric said
he was forced to slow his ship to five
Inots by a blow only rivalled by one
that he had seen a score of years ago
in the Indian ocecan. The crew was
in oll gking throlighout tho tyip: pas-
sengers were conflned below decks
\}rhleh were awash every day.

ASK RESIGNATIONS _
OF FOUR INSTRUCTORS

Charged with Making Momo Brew at
North Carclina State College.

- Raleigh, Dec. 21.—Resignations of
four ipstructors at North Carolina
State College of agrienlture and en-
ElInooring here have heen requested as
4 result of charges that ‘they made
“home brew"” in thefr réomg Dr. W.
C. Riddick, president of the Institu-
tlon announced today,

The president did not glve any fur-
their detalls, except. to confirm re-
ports ‘that the action followed an In-
vestigation by students who conducted
a private Investigation, The names
of the instructors who,wero sald to
have vffered their resignations as re-
quested, were glven ag IC. V., Bushe,
1. B. [Parks, C. B, Bugkner and :J,
G, Miller, »

‘No further actlon Is contompluted,

it was sald.

to the hearts of hundreds of|

burial,

by 10 o'clock a large number

DEATH PENALTY
* GIVEN JEFFORDS

Electrocuted at Penitentlary Friday.

Warning to Others.

The State, Saturday.

Leaving behind him a solemn warn-
ing to others who might be criminally
inclined that his death should be an
example to them, Frank M. Jeffords
yesterday morning pald the death pen-
alty for the murder last May of his
business partner, John C. Arnette,

Jeffords went to his death calmnly,
remaining composed unti) the end. He
made no last minute confessiony and
did not even mention the crime for
which he was paying with his life,
The Twenty-third Psalm, as a prayer,
were hig last wWords on carth,

The condemned man  was " brought
into the death chamber at 10:13
o'clock. As he'entered a deep hush
fell over the crowd. Jeffords looked
around the little death chamber a}ld
spoke to the crowd, “Good morning,
gentlemen,"” he sald, as he walked to
the death chair. At 10:17 o'clock the
current was turned on and at 10:18 1-2
o'clock It was switched off, Physi-
cians began to examine the hody and
at 10:22 Dr. R, 7% Jennings, prison
physician, pronounced him dead., Af-
ter the electrocution the body was re-
moved to an outer room and later in
the morning wag delivered to an un-
dertaking establishmen to prepare for
The family took charge of the
body.

Karly in the morning persons bhegan
to gather in front of the prison and
were
present. Only about 35 or 40 saw the
execution, however, as the death
chamber can not accommodate a large
crowd, At 9:25 o'clock Capt, C, C.
Roberts read the death warrant to the
condemned man.

' Death Warrant Read

Jeffords told Captain Roborts that
he had had a fairly good nights' reat
and sald he was feeling “very nice.”
As Captain Rloberts conecluded read-
Ing the death warrant, ending with the
solemn wordg, “and may (God have
mercy on your
scemed to undergo a change, but did
nothing else to indicate that the wordsg
impressed him more than casually.

Captain Roberts asked Jeffords if
there was anything he wished him to
do for him. Jeffords asked the cap-
taln to see that his grip containing
personal effects was sent along 'with
his body. Evérything was in the grip
except his Bible and some fruit. “Give
the fruit to the boys,'” he told the cap-
taln.

All of his
him early in the

turned over to a brother,
brothers visited
morning,

&, 8. Shorter, chlef of the Columbia
detectlve force, visited Jeffords imme-
diately after the death warrant had

been read and asked the condemned |’

man if he knew anything about the
murder of Patrolman Frank Brown,

soul,” Jeffords’ face|

Two personal letters were in i
his cont aud he asked that these bel

 military surveillance,

(Continued on Pago Four.)

ll\ \l;\l'()lt 01‘ MER It(}ljlul‘
ARRESTED IN BALTIMORE
Governoy of Louislavha Charges Former

Munieipal Chief with Murder in Con-

nectlon  with  Klilnapings..  Ring

Leader of Squad  of  Dynamiters

Known.

Bastrop, La., Dee, 26—The second
arrest in connection with the more-
house kidnaping of last August was
made late loday when Dr, I8, M, M-
Koln, until o few months apgo mayor
of dMer Rouge, was taken in custody
at Baltimore at the reque b of Gover-
nor Parker, who charged nim with
murder., The physician was laking o
post  graduale course at John
Kkins. i

The former mayor is expected Lo

Hop- |

| Tumlin,

[LAURENS TRI0
IN FATAL WRFCK

=y
JOUN VAU hll'\ 40, DIES, SAM
YAUGHN'S BACK 1S BROKEN, AND
BEN 'PTUMLIN, SLIGHTLY HURT,
MISSED BRIDGE NEAR FOUNTAIN
INN,
Greenville, Doege,
age 40, i3 dead, Samuel Viughn, 35,
his brother, is in a avitieal condition
from a fracture of the spine, and Ben
age about 30, is severcly
bruised after a car in which the three
were traveling, left the road at “dead

John Vaughn,

reach here within a few days to join|
a former deputy sherifi who i3 now
being held on a similar eharge in the
Bastrop jail,

Wiile the arrest was being made
a detachment of national guard was
reconnoitering along Lake La Four-
che for evidence to lead to the arrest
of dynamiters responsible for the
blasting of a ferry landing last weok
when the bodies of two men, beliey-
ed to have been tortured and mur-
dered by masked and robed men, were
blown from the bottom of the lake.

Th company also was to act as a
body guard for the sheriff who was
to make arrests in the event hig sus-
pecions justiged them,

Adjutant General on Secene

iDuring the day Adjutant Ceneral
Toombs sudednly called ‘back from
Washington by the governor, arriv-
ed in Morehouse to direct the opera-
tions of the three companies of state
trtoops encamped here and at Mer
Rouge,

It was persistently reported during
the day that all preparations had
been made to call out two additional
state companies ir conditions war-
ranted.

Soldiers are on guard duty at the
jail here.and encamped in the heart
of Mer Rouge where the situation is
slich that the governor does not want
to leave the townspcople to them-
selveg in the fear there will be blood-
shed because of the friction among
tehm following the August event,
Many of the populace are armed,

The military also was at the dis-
posal of the eivil authorities to take
in custody any members of the hood-
ed mob whose identity are known to
the state authorities, according to
Department of Justice men,

Attorney General Coco stated that
at least six or seven more arrests
will be made before the open hear-

ing January i,
Ring Leader Known
It is reported that the number of

arvests will be increased as the iden-
tity of the dynamiters is established.
Federal agents declare they have the
name of the ring leader and his ar-
rest s imminent, i

Attorney General Coco is expected
to arrive at New Orleans tomorrow
in “preparation for the conference
there Thursday at which time plans
for the hearing will he outlined and
the reports of the coroner's jury that
condueted the fnquest over the head-
less bhodies of Watts Daniels and
Thomas Richavds will be discussed.

Arrest Is Surprise

Citizens were gathering on the corn-
erg tonlght discussing the arrest of
two of their former law officials, The
arrest of the man who had been their
mayor until he resigned last August
came as g complete surprise. Dr. Me-
oin wasg born and grew to manhood at
Monroe and later moved to Mer Rouge
where he was a practicing physiclan,
His friends induced him to make the
race for mayor and during his incum-
beney he fearlessly upheld the law

and attempted to rid the community

of moonshiners and other law-bhreak-
ers, it was sald,

On August 2 he reported assassing
fired two loads of shot into his mov-
ing automobile, as he was answering
a sick eall, He later recelved persist-
ent warnings to leave the community
and he did so, This event led to the
tragedy of the 24th in the theory of
the state.

Ilrst Prisoner Sullen
T. J. Burnett, arrested last Satur-
day, is denled visitors except under
Today he grew
sullen, restless and repeatedly gripped

‘the iron bars in which he I8 encloged.

Higs batlery of attorneys apent several
hours with him.

The frlends of Mrs. Willlam Solomon
will be sorry to learn that she is con-
"fined to her Home on account of sick-

ness,

man’s curve,” about one mile north of
Fountain Inn, on the Greenville-Lau-
rens highway, jumping o ercek  and
turning turtie. The accident oceunrred
about 6 o'clock yvesterday afternoon,

All three men were residents of
Laurens county, living some two miles
south of Fountain Inn, John Vaugln
was the only one of the three who was
married. He is survived by his wife.

The men were in a Driscop touring
car and were making the trip from
Greenville back Laurens county,
their home.  “Dead man's eurve” is a
sharp turn to the right just as a bridge
which spans MeBee branch, about six
feet wide,

Curve Seemingly Unseen

According to the story told of the
accident to Mayor Anderson of IFoun-
tain Inn, by tourists who were imme-
diately behind the ill-fated ecar, the
Driscoe was (raveling at a very rapid
rate of gpeed. They said the driver
seemed not to see the ceurve in the
road. The ear plunged through the
sparse shrubbery on the vight side
of the road. It atruck a slight rise on'
the high banlk of the ereck and jumped
to the opposite bank, a distance of
about eight feet.

The car landed on the 'south bank
right side up but struck a big rock
and quickly turned completely over,:
It landed upside down with all three
men pinned beneath {t, The tourists'
car wasg the first machine to come near
the scene of the accldent, The oceu-
pants of the ecar quickly alighted and
turned the over-turned car back on
its wheels and pulled the unfortunate
men from bheneath it.

Neek Was Broken

Johin Vaughn's neck was broken, He
died almost instantly, Sam Vaughn,
when the car was turned from his
hody, was in the throes of agony, suf-
feving from a broken baclk, Mr. Tumlin
sustained severe bruises and minor
lacerations, hut was able to walk and
his injuries are not serious.

Whieh one of the men was driving
is not known. Mr. Tumlin, soon aftor
he was taken to Pountain Tnn, went to
his home just oulside of the city and
had little opportunity to tallk of the ac-
cident. Tt was reported in Fountain
fnn that Mr, Tumlin was at the wheel,

Condition is Critieal

Mr, Vaughn's body wasg talien to
Arthur Cannon's undevtaking pariors,
Sam Vaughn was rushed to the City
hospital Lere in Mr. Cannon's emer-
geney ambulance. Tle was badly bruis-
ed and was almost crushed in the ae-
cident, Revorts from his bedside carly
this morning show that his condition
is very eritieal,

"Whhen Dayvor

Lo

Anderson  wasg  in-
formed of the affair he immediately
notified Sheriff Rector. The Greenville
sheriff stated that he would be there
immediately to investigate the occur-
rence hu the Fountain Inn mayor as-
cured him that it was entirely an ac-
cldent and that he had conducted all
the investigation necegsary.

‘“IDead man'g curve” has becn the
geene of a number of fatal accidents,

GOOD ORDER CHRISTMAS

No Arrests Made on Account of
Chiristmag Disturbances Durlng Hol-
idays.

“Phe Christmas holidays have heen
the quietest during my caveer ags a
peace officer, said Sherifi Reid Tues-
day afternoon, Up tu’t]mt hour, ac-
cording to the sheriff, no arresis had
been made for Christmas disorders
and everything still seomed qulet and
sergne. The only arrest of any kind
made since last Friday, he said, wasg
that of a small noegro boy for carrying
concoaled weapons and this could not
be called a Christmas offense as such
arrests are made from time to time,
" The same reports of quiet and tran-
quility also come from the eity police
officers. The holldays so far, accord-
ing to them, have been devoid of
rowdylsm, }skoy ‘has been very
1ittle in evlaenna.
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