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: CHEAP SCHOOL BOOKS SECURED.

Successful Finale of the State Board’'s XI-

forts—Proceedings of the State Eoard
of Educstion—Action on State
School Historles.

[The State, Nov. 1.]

The State Board of education has
succeeded in reducing the prices of
school books very materially, aod the
fight for cheap books has been won.
Yesterday the proceedings of the meet-
ing of the Board, held Friday, were
given to the public. The most impor-
tant features thereof follow:

Mrs. 8. 3. Clarkson of Eastover, Miss
Anna M. Henry of Greenville, E.
Dreber of Lexington, Rev. R. R. Varn
of Fairfield and 8. C. Scott of Eastover
were granted teachers’ State certifi-
cales,

CHEAP BOOKS SECURED.
Superintendent Mayfield made a -re-
port of the result of his efforts 1o asrno
‘:‘-T.’.'..'%-.‘;fﬁ}lmlng being mere-
‘& synopsis:
“Gentlemen of the Board: At your
feeting in April last you appointed
me s committee of one to look into the
school book question for this State,
with & view to securing, if possible, a
reduction in the prices of the books on
the State list, and to make suggestions
of plans whereby the books might be
procured by the children of the State
at the agreed prices. I immediately
entered upon the work assigned me.
At our meeting in July last I was
unable to make a satisfactory report,
because of the fact that I had not been
able fo hear fully from all of the book
houses whose bovks were on our list,
apnd you asked me to continue the
work, which I bave done, and am now
ready to report. This report would be
too long were I to incorporate the re-
plies whick I received to my letters. I
content myself with making some short
extraets from some of the letters and
presenting the figures, which will show
for themselves. From them it will be
seen that a considerable reduction has
been made from the original prices.

I take up the American Book Com-
pany first, as it has more books on our
State list than any other house.

I give the present retail price and
also the former retail prices, that the
difference may be seen at a glance.
“Mr, W.D.Mayfield,State Superintend-

ent of Education, Columbia, S. C.

“DEAR SIR: We give you herewith,
a list of the books pubbshed by us
ich have been adopted by the State.
=i neation for use in the

schools uth Cezrolina. Ap-
peoded to each book is our regular list
price at which it should be retailed to
“pupils throughout the State.
Very truly yours,
AMERICAN Boox Co.”
" List of books published by the Ameri-
can Book Company, adopted for the
use in the schools of South Carolina:

PRESENT FORMERE
RETAIL RETAIL
PRICES. PRICES.

READERS,

Appleton’s First Reader......
Appleton’s Second Reader...
_Appleton’s Third Reader....
Appleton’s Fourth Reader.
Appleton’s Fifth Reader......
Harper's First Reader...........
No change for others
Swinton’s Primer and First
ReAEr.... ..o smssssnsansasiaren
Swinton’s Second Reader...
Swinton's Third Reader......
Swinton’s Fourth Reader...
Swinton's Fifth Reader......
Swinton’s Sixth, or Classic
English Reader.....cccouvee IR 151 L3

The prices of all others the compara-
tive reduction being about the same per
cent. as the above, are as follows:

Supplementary readers—‘‘Cats and

. Dogs, and Other Friends,” 17 cents;

y5:Friends in Feathers and Fur,” 30
ts; “Neighbors with Wings and
"7 40 cents; “Some curious ¥lyers,
-ors and Swimmers,” 40 cents;
Corns, Warlaws and Hoofs,” 54
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ForMER PRESENT
PrICES. PRICES.

Reed & Kellogg's
Graded Lessonsin
English....cccoavees x 42 40
Reed & Kellogg's
Higher Lessons in :
English ..coccveeeee 70 65
Reed’s Word Les-
SOMB.cccmecnsrenrarensene 40 25

The first book formerly cost the
dealer 36 cents; now it costs him 30
cents. The second book formerly cost
the dealer 60 cents; now it costs him 50
cents. The third book formerly cost
the dealer 25 cents; now it costs him
20 cents.

You will see that dealers can afford

to sell our books at the mailing prices,
as there is an ample margin of profit,
and that the mailing prices are cer-
tainly very reasonable.
‘. An extract. from a_letter from D. C.
Heath & Co., Boston, is given, stating
that Hyut ¥ Tcsnans An - English - will
be sold for 24 and 40 cents respectively,
and bound in cloth at 26 and 45 cents.
Mr. Mayfield says: The former prices
to retailers were 31} and 45 3-5 cents for
the smaller and larger books respect-
ively. A very large extra discount is
allowed. Formerly they received by
165 per cent. Allowing 25 per cent.
profit, they should now retail at29and
50 cents respectively.

Messrs. Ginn & Co., write that they
are forced to give a discount of 163 per
cent. to dealers, butare willing tomake
it 20 per cent., “‘thus enabling the dea-
lers to retail the books at wholesale
prices.” They say there iz a demand for
a paper back form, and if several coun-
ties desire this editioa, a further dis-
count of 20 per cent. can be given.
They intend to re-establish a depository
“in some important centre in the
South.” . i

Mr. Mayfield’s report quotes a letter
from the University Publishing Com-
pany, showing that his request was
evidently misunderstood. M:. May-
field’s comment is: *This house has
made no reductions. I have received
no reply to my last letter.”

The J. B. Lippincott Company has
made no reduction. Mr. W. J. Dauffie,
of Columbia, the publisher of David-
son’s History of Soutn Caroling, has
placed that book at 50 cents. :

Mr. Mayfield’s report continues thus:
“As to the best means of secaring to
children of the State the books at retail
prices proper, I suggest the propriety of
preparing an official balletin to be
hung up i a conspicuous place in each
schoot in the State, giving & st of the
books on the Staic list, with publisher's
prices annexed, together with s Etate-
ment to the effect that if the booksare
not furnished at these prices by the
local dealers of the State, they can be
procured of the publishers, postage or
expressage paid, on receipt of the cash.

“It might be advisable for the county
school commissioners to communicate
with the local dealers and thereby get
the names ofthose who will agree to
sell the books at the fixed retail prices to
the children .of their respective coun-
ties."

THE BOARD’S ACTION.

Professor Johnson submitted and the
board passed a resolution of thanksto
Mr. Mayfield for his successful efforts
to secure cheaper books, The resoiution
also says:

That as this is & public matter of vital
concern to the whole people, State
Saperintendent Mayfield be ard is
hereby requested to use every means
in his power to spread this information
through the State.

Miss Ells Bell Shirly wasexamined
as an applicant for a State teacher’s cer-
tificate.

STATE SCHOOL HISTORIES.

In regard to the adaptation of the
new State school histories, Professor
Morrison offered the following resolu-

‘owe US:2 That the State l;n:hrd {uldlr
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South Caro

HISTORY OF THE WADSWORTH
ESTATE.

The Benefactionof rorgotten Philanthro-
plst Now to be Realized in Laarens -
A Scattered Property of §300,600
—Serious Distress Likely to be
Cansed—S 1 M

FPurchasers.
[Greenville News. ]

The “Wadsworth peor school fund”
and the Wadsworth estate have been
heard of by many people in this State.
but the story that surrounds them is
not familiar.

Inasmuch as the estate concerns
many Greenville people and many

“others in nearly every county in the
State, the story is repeated below:

Thomas Wadsworth died 1n Cbarles-
ton about the year 1771. He came to
America from England when a young
man, first settling in Massachusetts
and later in Laurens County, in this
State, near Milton. He became im-
‘men-ely wealthy, owning thousands
‘of acres of Jand and hundredsof slaves.
After living in Laorsns County many
years he moved to Charlestol $nd went
into the mercantile business with a
Mcr. Turpin, the firm being Wadsworth
& Turpin.

When he died he owned lands from
the mountains to the seaboard of South
Carolina, priocipally in the counties of
Laurens, Spartanburg, Greenville,
Pickens, Anderson, Newberry, Lexing-
ton and Orangeburg. Afterabundant-
ly providing for his wife and mother,
for he had no children, he left about
34,000 acres in various counties for a
poor school fund. The property was
not to be sold. Everything was left in
the hands of a board of trustees, comn-
posed of five men. The trustees were
to be elected every two years by the
white freeholders of Dunlap's battalion
of Laurens County and the school to
be supported was to be located in the
battalion.

In Mr. Wadsworth’s days the eoun-
ties were divided into battalions in-
stead of townships as now, and there
were four battalions in Laurens Coun-
ty. There were also” fogr éa Greenviile.
Deeds for the lands were left in the
hands of trustees and are now in ibe
possession of the present trustees.
eleeted last February by the white vo-
ters living io Dunlap’s battalion. A
school house was built in the battalion,
now Hunter's township, and has been
in use ever since, although the vast es-
tate has not until now, yielded enough
to pay a teacher’s salary. The trustees
rented the lands for a while and finally |
ieased them for terms ranging from
fifty to ninety-nine years. The money
received was loaned out and much of
it was lost. Some of the leases were
renewed by other trustees, but a num-
ber of thern are beginning to expire and
a distressing state of affairs is in store
for numbers of peopre now in posses-
sion of the lands. .

R. G. Wallace and W. H. Workman,
two of the five trustees are in the city
and are looking up the part of the es-
tate located in this county for the pur-
pose of selling or settling in some man-
ner. An act of the legislature a short
time ago empowered the trustees to sell
the Iands and re-invest in lands in
Laurens township, near the Wads-
worth school.

The trustees find by old records in
the register of mesne conveyance's
office that there are about 1,400 acres
belornging to tke estate in this County.
Over 300 acres of it are located about
two-and-a-half miles from the city, and
the worst part of the story is that about
forty-seven persons own the property
and that there are over twernty houses
on it.

Persons to whom it was leased and
re-leased years ago sold it to unsuspect-
ing and careless persons, and there is
not much doubt but that many people
will have to suffer. Part of theland is
in the possession of Capt. William
Goldsmith. Much of the same land lies
in the Sandy Flat section of this coun-
ty. No property io the city is includ-
ed in the estate and real estate owners
here will breathe easier. In one tract
in Spartanburg County there are 1,800
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Amerlcan Election Days. ‘

[New York Evening Post.] |
About ninety years ago William Bris- F
bane, a cultivated and patriotic citizen |
of South Carolina, while staying in
London, witnessed in that city two,
elections for the members of Parlia- 1
ment, attended with the familiar scenes |

of violence, of bribery, and of coercion |

of voters which English writers have |
described so picturesquely. In  bis!

journal of travel, partof which has |

been published, along with severe criti-

cisms of this British mob law at elec- I

tions, Mr. Brisbane nai vely says: *How

much more preferable is our method of |

electing members of the Legislature in
South Carolina, where the electorsgive
their votes by balloting, in doing
which bribery is cut up root aud
branch.” Atthat far-away time, when
the whole population of the Uunited
States was but a few millions, we have
no doubt that Mr. Brisbape's views
were shared by intelligent Americuns,
North as well as South. The ballot
was to them as an emblem of sanctity
as well as secrecy. In the soil tilling

| tommunities of the simple time, with

every voter. independent, a property
qualification, and wealth and social
rank very uvearly equalized, bribery
fell to its very lowest terms, and about
the only election *trick” we find as
passing a plot of land by deed sv asto
qualify men for the suffrage: while
election violence was all but impossible
ina nation of stolid and law-loving
farmers.

At the end of almost a century siuce
Mr. Brisbane’s words were written, the
changesin American temperand meth-
ods at elections, and in the “cam-
paigns’” which precede them, are a
most suggestive study. In that study
nothing is more impressive and cheer-
ing than the persistency of the princi-
ple of “‘order” at our elections, in con-
trast with our mother land. For a
anumber of decades after the opening
of the present century, British mob-
rale and head-cracking at elections
continued almost undiminished. Even
now, at aey general British election,
reports of rioting are not uncommon,
and on one of the Bradlaugh voting
days in Northampton a few years ago,
a large body of troops had to be trans-
ferred to the city to aid the local police
against an anticipated outbreak. Con-
trast with thkis those quietudes of an
American voting day which have
never ceased to amaze the De Tocque-
villes and Bryces. It istrue that fora
while .during_ the middle of our .cen-
tury, and in our large cities where they
hod but few voting places, the inevita-
ble crowds at the pollsled to serious
disorders. But the simple mechanical
invention of small election districts has
made our election days in cities as
quietasa Sunday. Sothat, essentially,
the long record of election-day peace
has been unbroken throughout the
country’s whole history. Exactly
why, with much the same Auglo-
Saxon tempers as our kin beyond ses,
and besides with so many rough voting
elements of other races to be restrained,
we have so long and so successfully
maintained peaceful elections, is per-
haps hard to say, but the creditable
national fact remains. Even our Irish
voters poll their ballots decently in the
United States, while they break each
other’s heads aud fill the hospitals in
Cork.

The American election day, however,
when we Jeave its quietudes and com-
pard it with the same occasion in the
ancestral time, becomes much more
sombre. Looking back to the early
decades of the the century, we find un-
doubtedly defects enough. The Fed-
eralists and Democrats were obstinate
in their partisanship, and often utterly
blind. Pelitics cut deeply into their
social life, and the Yankee Federalist
inn-keeper who put out the sign “No
Democrats entertained here,”’ an ex-
ception to therule of partisan bitterness.
The political literature of the time, and
especially the parly sewpaper, was
savage and truculent enough to make
the organ of to-day seem gentle. But
more than offsetting all these, there
were none of the sinister forces which
now converge so powerfully on cne of
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: The trustees of the fund now have
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~. and political clubs number-
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trickeries uponthe polls, What used
to be & very shuple and essentially
honest voting act of our communities
has now become an enormously com-
plex thing, against whose elem.ent.l of
bribery rnd terrorism and faisehood
{he contest for a pure ballot has gone
on like the battle of the big guns
against plate armor. Strangely e?ougb,
too, with all quick American aptitudes,
we have followed our mother cou:lxtry
put slowly in purifying our elections
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REVIEWING RESULTS.

: agitation is to disturb business and re-
5 o “tard enterprises which the new law
emocrats Just Mlss Control of the New i H
York Leglslature—Decisive Alllance De- Ifg&lg}ﬂﬁvt? encoku-rag?is - sp:tedoff 3“,
feat in Kansas—Nearly a Clean | e 3W 1 WOrsing i way, 854301
Sweep in Iowa—Republicans  being on the defensive, as a year ago,
Have the Massachusetts ! we are now on the agrressive. 'When
Legislature. , business is already good our people
K Vome. Now & ) | will not long tolerate movements
 NEW YORK, Nov. 5.—Associated | which disturb it in the face of the con-
Press returns on the leg:s]atare gl\-'eafditiuns I have named’ and you will
the following results: Tothe senate the | find the Republicans and Democrats
republicans have elected severteen of glike will call a halt on the men whose

| their candidates and the democrats
| fourteen, and in the thirty-second dis-
trict Dr. James T. Edwards, indepen-
dent republican, nomipated by repub-
i licans opposed to Senator Vedder and
! eudorsed by the democrats, is elected.
To the assembly sixty five democrats,
sixty-one republicans and two inde-
pendent democrats are elected, the
latter being county democrats who had
been 2ndorsed by the republicans in the
twenty-second and twenty-fourth New
York city distriets respectively.
KANSAS.
TorexA, Kan., Nov. 5—Returns
from 99 of 1U6 counties in this State
show the defeat of the people’ party in
75 countizs, In the judicial distriets in
which elections were beld seven repub-
licans, two democrats and one alliance-
man were elected. There were combi-
pations between democrats and repub-
licans in three judicial districts, all of
which were suecessful. Jerry Simpson
was the only alliance congressman who
succeeded in pulling his county ticket
through. The republicans and demo-
crats are congratulating each other afi
old time republicans predict that the
campaign of 1892 will be between the
cld parties.
REPUBLICANS SAVE THE
IOWA.
Des Moisgs, Is., Nov. 5.—The prob-
able plurality for Boies is over 8,000.
The rest of Boies' ticket will probably
carry the State by 4,000 plurality.
The senate will be demoecratic by 26
to 24; the house will probably be repub-
licun by 56 to51.

WORSE AND WORSE IN OHIO.
CorLunBTs, O.— The latest figures on
Tuesday’s election with pine counties
estimated and a few others unofficial,
made by the State republican commit-
tee, place McKinley’s majority at 20,-
486. The republicans now claim from
48 to 50 majority on joint ballot in the
legislature,

DEMOCRAT WOOD WASN'T IN IT.
MapisoN, S. D., Nov. 5.—Jolley, re-
publican, is probably elecied to con-
gress over Smith, independent, by 8,000.
Less than 40,000 votes were cast in Lthe
State. Wood, demoerat, cut no figore.
REPUCLICANS CONTROL THE MASSA-

CHUSETTS LEGISLATURE.
BosTox, Nov. 5.—Complete returns
make the next legislature stand; Se-
pate, republicans, 23; democrats, 17;
house, republizans, 150; democrats, 87;
prohibitionists 1.

Congratulations have poured in upon
Governor Russell from all over the
country. Ex-President Cleveland was
one of the first to extend his *“most cor-
dial congratulat™—s.”" Other messages
were received frowt Governor Abbett, of
New Jersey; Gen. F.J. Underwood,
the Atlanta, Ga., Journal; ex-Secretary
of State Bayard; Governor-elect Flower,
ot New York, and many others.
SRERMAN ON THE OHIQ ELECTION,
MaxsrFieLp, 0., Nov. 5.—Senator
Sherman wasseen at his home to-day
and asked his views on the election.
He said :

“T am induced to believe that we
have won a great victory. In many
respects it is but an indorsement or echo
of the fight of 1875 upon the financial
question. President Hayes and my-
self then made an issue for the honest
dollar, and this election in our com-
monwealth only shows how the peo-
ple of this State are true to the best
elements of alllife. Ido not mean to
say, however, that the tariff has not
plaved an important part in the game.
So far as the Republican party is con-
cerned, this result in '‘Obio fixes the
silver question as one of the issues of
the next Presidential contest, and de-
cides it, so far as this State is con-
cerned.

“I am convinced that a free coinage
bill will be passed by the Congress
which meets in December. I also be-
lieve that such a bill as will be framed
will be vetoed by President Harrison. |
That will naturally make free silver
the feature of the next presidential
ficht. In faet, it will be the leading
issue, upon which there are wvast
differences of opinion io both parties.
T doubt very much whether the De-
mocracy in national counvention will
proclaim for free coinage. If they
should, there will be no other issue of
significance in the next campaign.

“] am not at all disturbed as to the
result in New York. In my mind, it
simply indicates the fact that Mr.
Platt’s power lies in the great city,
and thatthe country districts are get-
ting a little tired of the intrigues of the
metropolis and wanted to make that
fact manifest. I don’t think it will
have!any bearing whatever upon the
pext presidential contest.”

HOUSE IN

M KINLEY'S MISIUDGMENT.

caxTtox, 0., Nov. 5.—Mej. McKin-
ley said to-day, in speaking of the
Ohio election: “I am convinced that
the judgment of cur citizens does not
approve of the constant agitation of the
teriff issue, in the face of the fact that
it can accomplish nothing. It must
surely be apparent to all alike that the
conditions without which effective
legislation is impossible do not exist.
The Republican Senate and tbe Re-
publican President are bulwarks
against which free trade forces dash
powerloﬁ; aud with po immediate

prospect of a change in these condi-
tions, the only result of the continued

stock in trade is not fair, square argu-
ment, but juggling misrepresentation
of the same. Ohio has gone Republi-
can, and 1 accept the result as indi-
cating that this State stands by the
Republican party with full faith in its
protective principle as embodied in the
tariff law ; and, more than this, Ohio
stands, as she always bas, in favorofa
full dollar and a sound curreney.”

ENGLISH OPINION OF M’KINLEY.

Loxpox, Nov. 5.—English views of
the Amerjcan elections seem almost
confined to the result in Ohio. The
success of McKinley is looked upon as
a distinet grievance in the manufae-
turing districts, and especially in Brad-
ford and Sheffield, which places have
been disastrously affected by the Dic-
Kinley act. The defeat of McKinley
would have been bailed with delight in
Great Britain, and he would bave pro-
bably figured in some of the Guy
Fawkes cremations, which are tradi-
tional to-day throughout England. In
the average English opinion, MeKin-
ley is an ogre, actuated by relentless
hatred of Great Britain rather than
desire to benefit the United States, and
the Londoners would not be surprised
to find his counterfeit among the
waxen collection of wicked people that
is famous on both continents.

SOME PRESS COMMENTS.

[New York Herald.]

They argue, and very naturally, that
if Tammany has acquired influence
enough to travel from New York to
Albany and shows a determination to
exterd its jourmey to Washington,
something must be done to check its
great power and patronage. The same
battle cry which has been raised in
this canvass will become the ery of the
future—"'Down with Tammanpy.” It
would be a grave calamity, therefore,
to be compelled, next year, to throw
the national issues aside in order to
fight a defensive battle w th Tammany
as our handicap.

New York Times: New York will be
in the Democratic column rext year,
and it will supply the candidate. It
must be a very blind politician that
can’t see that.

New York Sun: The appearance of
John I. Davenport yesterday in his old
role serves to remind the Democrats
of New York of the debt of gratitude
they owe to Arthur Pue Gorman.

Davenpert was the real author of the
measure known variously as the Lodge
bill, the Hoar bill, and the force bill.
He planned the extensive scheme of
Federal interference at the polls, which
wouid have been the lJaw of the land
to-day but for the inestimable service
rendered by the Sepator from Mary-
land.

Senator Gorman is 2 Democrat and
a great Democratic leader.

New York World: The services of
Grover Cleveland to the Democraiic
cguse in the campaign in this State
was very great.

Putting aside all false notions of the
dignity that issupposed to hedge about
ex-Presidents, he presided and spoke
at great gatherings of Democrats with
the earnestness of a thoroughgoing
party man. Wherever he appeared he
evoked much entbusiasm, showing the
strong hold which he has upon the
popular confidesce.

The ex-President's warm endorse-
ment of Mr. Floweras a man “who
will administer the great office to which
be will be called independently, fear-
lessly and for the good of all the peo-
ple” no dc abt gave him many votes.

Tbe Atlanta Constitution: The
Democrats are to be congratulated
on the result of Tuesday’s elec-
tions. They have not only increased
their normal majorities in States that
are conceded to them, but have held
their ground in States which they cap-
tured last year. They hold Massachu-
setts and Jowa, and this is in the na-
ture of a decided victory. If the Re-
publicans had recaptured these States,
the result would have been regarded
only as the natural reaction from. the
tremendous upheaval of last year. That
the Democrats bave succeeded in hold-
ing them shows that the principles of
the party have taken a strong hold on
the minds of men who have heretofore
opposed them. Thisis more than en-
couraging. It gives rise to new hopes
of success in 1862, and ought to
strengthen the Democratic party in all
that pertains to harmony and unity.

New Orleans Times-Democrat: The
Democrats have good cause to congrat-
ulate themselves over the result of the
elections, for it shows that the tidal
wave of last year has not exhausted it-
self, aud that many former Republican
States must be placed in future in the
doubtful list.

St. Lonis Republic: In its bearing on
national issues the result of yesterday’s
election is significant and well defined.
It means that next year’s Presidential
contest will be fought squarely on the
issue of protection on the one side and
tariff reform on the other. Andthisis
a consummation most devoutly to be
wished by Democrats.

Memphis Appeal: The nail driven by
the people in November, 1890, has been
clinched in November, 1891. We may
regret the failure of the gallant Camp-
bell in Ohio to win himself, and we
may wonder that public ssntiment bas
been so debased in Pennsyvanis that

——

the party of Quay and Bardsley should
again succeed. But so much has been
gained and made fast that the day is
one for thanksgiving and praise, and
for vows of greater zeal, in order that a
year hence the harvest may fulfill the
glorious promise.

Atlanta Journal. The results of yes-
terday’s election prove some things
very clearly.

It is evident that the united Democ-
racy can elect its pational ticket next
year if it will do two things:

1. Nomineste men who command tle
counfidence and respect of the country.

2. Make the tariffthe main issue.

With a good ticket and a sound plat
form, the heart and center of which
shall be a low tariff plank, we can not
only carry New York, New Jersey,
Connpectizut and Indiana, which have
hitherto been sufficient to insure Dem-
ocratie victory, but we can hold Massa-
chusetts, Rhode Island and Tows, and
make Iilinois, Michigan and Wiscon-
sin very doubtful. If Democrats take
heed of yesterday’s lesson they will win
a great victory next year; if they shut
their eyes to it they will have to endure
dafeat as the penalty of unpardonable
stupidity.

JERRY SIMPSON IN NEW OELEANS.

NEew OrRLEANS, Nov. 5.—Jerry Simp-
son, the “sockless statesmen” of Kan-
sas arrived in the city to-day and will
lecture to-night in the interest of the
third party move:ment in this State.
Mr. Simpson made a score of speeches
in Ohio during the recent campaign,
and is surprised that Campbell was de-
feated. Heis disappointed at the small
vote cast for the third party candidates
for governor. In his own State, he
says, the fusion of the Democrats and
the Republicans injured the Alliance
party, while rainy weather kept many
farmers at home.

A FLESH-EATING PLANT.

Remarkable Narrative that an Eoglish
Naturalist Has Taken Home.

A curious story is told in the Review
of Reviews about an alleged flesh-eat-
ing plant that has been discovered in
Nicaragua. The story is quite ecircum-
stantial, and, if it is really true, speci-
mens of this remarkable plant should
be brought to New York, for they
would certainly prove an immense
attraction.

Mr. Dunstan, an English nataralist,
who has recently returned from Cen-
tral America, where he passed two
years in studying the flora and f{auna
of the country, is responsible fcr the
story. Dunstan says he was exploring
one of the swamps which surround
Lake Nicaragua for botanical and
entomological specimens when he heard
his dog cry out, asif in agony. Dunstan
ran to the spot and found that 2 fine,
rope-like tissue of roots and fibres had
enveloped the poor animal, that was
yelping as if in great pain. The plant
or vice which had made him a prisoner
seemed to be composed entirely of bare,
interlacing stems, resembling the
branchesof the weeping willow denuded
of its foliage. The stems were nearly
black and were covered with a thick
viseid gum that excded from the pores.

Mr. Dunstan drew his kpife and
iried to cut the poor beast free. He had
great difficulty in severing the muscu-
lar fibres of the plant, When he had
finally extricated the dog he saw to his
astonishment that the animal’s body
was blood stained, “while the skin
appeared to heve been actually sucked

r puckered in spots.”’ The animal
staggered as if completely exhausted.
While he was catting the vine the
twigs curled around Mr. Dunstan’s
hand, and it'*~'required considerable
foree to free his hand from the clinging
grasp of these twiggs. His flesh, where
the twiggs had touched it, was red and
blistered. The gum which exuded from
the vine bad a disagreeable odor. '

Dunstan says the npatives hold the
plant in the greatest horror, and call it
the “devil’'s spare.”” They told the
naturalist many stories of its death-
dealing powers. ‘He was able to dis-
cover very little about the nature of
the plant, owing to the difficulty of
handling it, for its grasp can only he
shaken off with the loss of skin and
even of flesh. He belieyes that its
power of suction is contained in & num-
ber of little suckers whichzsrdinarily
closed, open for the reception of food.
If the substance coming within reach
of the plant is animal, the bleod is
drawn off, and the carcass or refuse is
then dropped. *‘A lump cf raw meat
being thrown to it, in the short space
of five minute"che blood will be thor-
oughly drank offand the mass thrown
aside. Its voracity is almost beyord
belief.”

This is a very curious story. There
are a good mapy Americans now at
work on the Nicaragua Canal, and Mr.
Dunstan’s graphie narrative should be
submitted to them for verification.

Water Being Sold.

Coruxses, Ind., Nov. 6.—There is
no more prospect of rain than there
was two months ago and everybody
views the situation with alarm. Wells,
streams and ponds are completely diy
in this entire section, and since the fif-
ties nothing like this has been known.
In many inland towns, like Charles-
town. water is being sold.

WATER FAMINE THREATENED.

NEw YORE, Nov. 6.—Not for years
hss the supply of drinking water for
this city been so low, nor has the dap-
ger of a genuine water famine been
greater than at present. Commissioner
Gilroy says that if there is no heavy
rainfall soon, the water would only -+t
fifteen or twenty days more.

 year, with a little fertilizer to make &

‘a comfortable stable and plenty of hay?

SEVENTEEN AND A HALF MILLIONS.

The Increase in Assessments of Taxable
Property This Year.
[The State.]

Yesterday the final reports of the re-
turns and assessments of real and perso-
nal property in theState for {he past year
were received by the Comptroller Gen-
eral. The official figures for mostof
the counties have aiready been given.

The figures as now completed foot.
up $168,262,669 as the total assessment
for the year 1891. Last year the total
was $130,603,451. The total increase
over last year therefore is $17,660,218,
A good portion of the increase isdue to s
the raise in the assesmentsof railrcad -
property and on corporations.

et e A
A Civil Service Test.

A North Carolina farmer propounds :
the searching questions below tc his -
brother farmers in the “Tar Heel
State.” They will be found applicable
toall sections of the country. The
questions get right down to the milk
in the cocoa nut.

Do you know that the farmers of
North Carolina spent over $3,000,000
this year for fertilizers for cotton. and”
tobaceo? ¥

Do you suppose they will be ableto
get enough extra for the cropsio pay
the bill? - 2

Do you know that more than $3,000,-
000 worth of fertilizing material has .
been washed away this rainy season
from your barnyards because of neg-
lect in looking after your home-made
fertilizers? S

Do you suppose that the land of
North Carolina is a dollar’s worth
better off because of the $3,000,000 spent
for fertilizers for sale crops?

“Don’t you know that field you are
“resting,” as you suppose, by allowing
it to grow upin weeds, is ripening a lot
of seeds and making more nut grass
roots to bother you next year?

Don't you know that if yon had sown
that Seld in peas you would now have
a great crop of peavine hay to cut and
feed this winter?

Don't you know that the feeding of
that hay would bying you your money
back in the animals fed, and leave you
a lot of manure that will pay you bet-
ter than the bought mixtures?- g

Don’t you know that erimson clover
seed seattered on this pea stubble will
give you a growth fo turn uader next
spring that would give you more corn,
cotton and tabacco than five times its
cost spent for fertilizers? - -_

Don’t you know that the constant -
cultare of the soil in cotton, yeat after -

-

_—
L

crop, is making your land poorer-all -
the time? Z
Don't you know that whatever
raakes your land pcorer, makes you
poorer also? :
Did you ever hear of a farmer who-
got rich by buying fertilizers merely 1o~
raise cotton with? e
Did you ever know & farmer who
made his land rich by an intelligent
course of cultivation who did not get
“well oft” as fast as his farm did?. .
Did you ever know cow-peas or clo=
ver to bring a man in debt to 8 com-
mission merchant?
Did you ever know home-made ms»
nure to fail to improve your land?
Do you know of a farmer who has
too much of it? ; >
Did you ever know a cow injured by

Did you ever know a man to get rich -
in any business who did not study it,
and have faith in it, and give his whole
time and energy to it? 2

Don’t you know that the biggestax - -
the farmers of North Carolina pay to-
day is the fertilizer bill, the waste. of
home-made manure, and the washing
away of fertilizers from fields kept bare
of clover or grass?

Den't you suppose that somebody,
somewhere, makes a profit in raising
the pork you send money to Chicago -
for, out of your cotton erop? 73

Don't you suppose somebody, some-
where, makes a living and perbaps
grows rich, growing the wheat your
flour is made of, which you buy out of
your cotton crep? -

Don’t you suppose that somebody,
somewhere, makes money by raising
the beeves which the butchersin North
Carolina towns have tosend to Rich-
mond to buy?

Dou’t you kaow that you could raise
all these thingzs here, and, in raising
them, raise more cotton on & few acres
than you now do on many?

Do you see how high prices are going
to benefit the farmer who has bread, - -+~
meat and manure to buy and only one -
thing to sell? =

With cottcn low down and wheat
high, how is the man helped who
raises no wheat? :

What if buster isawfully high-priced
in our towns, while onr farmers have
no cows, or nothing to feed them on if
they have, while somebody, some-
where else, makes money by fexding
cows and shipping butter Seuth?

If ou know all these things, don’t
you s.. that bad farming has more to
de with farmers’ troubles than any-
thing else he has to endure, and there
is no donbt that he has much to carry
aside from this? v

According to the Iatest statistics
there are 340,625 miles of railway on
the earth, of which 138,750 miles, or44
per cent., -are in the United States.
Germany, the Jeading railway country
in Europe, 22824,343 miles; France, 21
393; Great Britan and Ireland, 19.811;

Russia, 17,823, and Austris,
miles.
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