)

‘other weotions, where there had beun
" epnsa (or phenomenal develegment.
the. ‘nee section of the rauntry was
® owing g ecater lmprove ment In con- |
Jitlons er a tapd rise in real
values gh Carelina. In

;
:
i

-
L]

Very fruly,
F. H. McMASTER,
Insurance Commissioner.
To the above Col. Watson respond-
’ “u a8 follows: . %
December 16, 1908
The Hon. F. H. MoMaster,

Insurance Commissloner,

Columbia, 8. C,

Dear Sir:—1 am In hearty sympathy

- With both the ppirit and the contents
ol' your letter of December 7, address-
od to me, h I find upon my desk
on to the clty.r

It has afforded me great pleasure
to write each of the gentlemen whore
Addresses you have -given, and also to
furnish them with a eopy of our Hand
Book of the resources of the State, di-
recting thelr aftention to the partic-
winr feature in which they will be id-
Gerested. - -

Again thanking you for the sugges-
tion made and for this gservice that I
know you have rendered to the State
and s prosperity, belleve me, very
truly yours,

E. J. WATSON,
" Commissioner.

Following s the letter sent to 69
executive offivials of large companies:

December 16, 1908,

My Dear Sir:—The Hon. ¥. H, Me-
Master, State Imsurance Commisioner
of Bouth Caralina, has ealled to my at-
tention the lack of Information in re-
gard to this State's material prosperi-
ty (hat seems to exist among the exe-
outive officars of the Insurance com-

‘1 éorporated last year in t

|eret service force In

u, | the United States have more

and he has requested that I send to
you for your information a copy of
our 1908 Hand Book of the resources
of this State, together with a publica-
tion dealing with the values of lands.
Both.of these publications are being
malled to you under separate cover,
and even a hasty examination of the
various statistical tables relating to
agriculture, manufacturing and ev-
erything that pertains to i{ndustrial
progress, I am sure will give you a
good, idea of the South Carolina of to-
day. I trust that the intimae knowl-

| edge that you can thus obtain of

South Carolina conditions will show
you that this portion of the South at
least is a rapldly developing section
and one worthy of the attention of
those seeking investrhents. Very truly
yours, '
E. J. WATSON,
Commissioner.

The President’s Insulting Message.

An . unusual incident marked the
first week of the present session of
congress. In his message President
Roosevelt criticised an ame dment/. in-
measure
providing ‘for the .secret service which

ﬂﬂw that there should be no

detall from the secret service and no
transfer therefrom. He went on to

{®ay that the chief argument In favor

of the provision was that the con-
gressmen did not themselves wish to
be investigated by secret service men,
and after expressing the belief that
the should be given means
to prosecute criminals if found In the
legisiative branch, suggested that if
that were not considered desirable *a
special exception could be made in
the law prohibiting the use of the se-
investigating
members of the congress.” These ex-
pressions at once attpacted the motice
of members of congress, and as a re-
sult the house of representatives on
Friday adopted without a dissenting

vote a rm;nthn for the appointment
'| of & special committee to consider the

parts of the president's message In

. Which the expressions above referred
| to oceur.—Bradstreet. ,

o
The banking power of the United
States In 1908 excédeded that of the

_| Whole world in 1890, according to fig-
| ures presented by Comptroller of the
| Currency Murray in his annual report.

The figures for the earlier date are
basqd upon Mulhall's estimates, which
Put the banking power of the world a
$15,985,000,000, of which the Unite
Btates was credited with $6,160,000,-

]000. Since that time the banking

power of the United States, ps repre-
sefited by capital, surplus and other
profits, dopo:i'h and clirculation of na-
tional and other reporting badks to-
gether with estimated amounts of
funds of this kind Ia non-reporting
banks has increased to $17,642,708,-
274 or more than that for all coun-
tries In 1890. The increass for the
States was 242.568 per cent.
banking power of forelgn coun-
hag In the same time increased

$ig

VENEZUELA DICTATOR PRAC-
TICALLY AN EXILE.

Plot to Assassinate Acting President
Frustrated—Gen. Gomesz, the In-
tended Victim, Single-Handed and
Alone, Arrests the Chief Conspira-
tors, and Thus Breaks the Back of
the Plot—Castro Himself Is Accus-
ed of Instigating the Conspiracy,

Caracas, Venezuela, Monday, Dez.
21.—(Via Willemstad, Curacao, Dec.
22.)~—The end of the rule In Venezula
of Ciprano Castro has come. The dic-
tator, who has goyerned the Republic
with a rod of iron ever since he took
forcible possession of the Yellow House
in Caracas in 1899, is now openly
charged with conspiracy to compass
the assassination of & man he left at
the head of the Republic when he
sailed away on November 23 from La
Guaira, nominally to secure skilled
medical aid in Berlin for a malady of
long standing, and is today thoroughly
discredited,

The Bank of Venezuecla has cabled
its correspondents in Berlin and Paris
cancelling the unlimited letter of cred-
it given to President Castro when he
left Venezuela for Europe, and ‘no one
In Caracas believes he will ever da
[return to the capital, ;

The Castro cabinet has been forced
to resign and A new and progressive
ministry has Jeen appointed by Juan
Vicente Gomes, the acting president.
At a conference held in Caracas yes-
terday between Acting President Go-
mes and Baron Von Zeckendorff, the
German minister in charge of the in-
terests of Holland since the departure
of the Dutch minister, M. De Reus
last summer, it was agreed to suspend
the operation of the decree issued by
Castro prohibiting the transhipment
at Willemstad of goods destined for
Venezuela.

Pending the signing of a treaty be-
tween Holland and a duly empowered
Venezuelan commissioger the Dutch
war ships that have been patrolling
the Venezuelan coast for nearly three
weeks, will be withdrawn,

A prominent lawyer has flled an
accusation in the High Federal Court,
charging President Castro with c:r:-
plicity in the attempted assassination
angd proposing his impeachment. There
was a meeting Friday night of the
plotters in the residence in Caracas
of Garbiras Guzman, who was secre-
tary general in the last Castro cabinet,
and who was placed in charge of Pres+<]
ident Castro's personal business in
Venezuela when the president left for
Germany. The conspirators _decided
upon a coup de'etat. They determined
to assassinate Acting President Go-
mez, Jose De Jesus Paul, the loreign
ministers; George Leopdldo Baptista,
and the other prominent men; seize
the administration of the country and
with, the army tprrorize and overawe
the population.

' Torru-C.rdenX who was &t one
time minister of the Inteﬂg. under

President Castro, and later his per-

$28,107,600,000, a gain of 159.41
cent. At present the aggregate
ng power of the world is euti-
mated at $45,760,300,000, aistributed
as follows, usipg round numbers for
the United States, namely:

United States.. .. .. .$17,642,700.000

e

‘British Empire .. .. . 11,167,000,000

Continental Europe ..
Cen. & South Arhsrica.
Other foreign banks. .
Poreign savings banks.

5,472,600,000

861,700,000
1.328,600,000
9,297,700,000

Total.. «+$45,750,300,000
It appears that bank resources in
than
doubled since 1900. In that vear the
bank resources of the country aggre-
gateq $9.146,017,917; on June 30 of,
this year the resources of all report-
Ing banks amounted to $19,683,393, an
Increase of 114 per cent —Brad-

“-e aw . e

street's,
Poultry Notes.
e —— N
While oats are a good aJ: pro-
ducing Lood, better results can be

secured by alternating with bran.

Rolled oats soaked In sweet milk
Is a good ratlon to commence feed-
ing young chickens.

Scald out the drinking vessels once
& week. Filth 1s easlly carrled to the
system through drinking water.

Clean dry earth is pne of the best
absorbants for the poultry house
Scatter it liberally over the floor.

Sprinkle the nests with.a solution
of diluted corbolic acld. It will ald
materially in Reeping”lown lice.

Bolling milk that Is fed to the
fowls will increase {ts valud and les-
sen the risks of Its producing disease,

A Fast Flylng Bird.

The most wonderful bird flight
noted |s the migratory acHievement
of the Virginian Plover, which leaves
its haunts In North America and
taking a course down the Atlantic,
reaches the coust of Brazll In  one
unbroken flight of 16 hours, cover-
Ing a distance of 3,000 miles at the
rate of four mliles a minute. Some
years Ago some of these birds were
stranded In Orangeburg by a storm.
and several people who saw them
noted thelr swift flight as they re-
sumed tholr journey.

m. doing business in this country,
. y “

F o L

; sonal, secretary, was the active leader

of the conspiracy. He was entrusted
with the carrying out of the plot. He
. had as lleutenants the commanders of
three battalions. .

In gpite of the precautions taken an
intimation of what was on foot reach-
ed ‘the ears of Acting President Go-
imez. As soon as he satisfled himself
of ‘the truth of the reports he took im-
mediate steps to frustrate the attempt,

Early Saturday morning he went
alone on foot to the barracks in Cara-
cas, where a mutinous regiment, un-
der the command of President Cas-
tro's brother, was quartered. He en-
tered the building and placed the
brother of the president under arrest.
The nerve of Gomez made it possible
for ' him to carry out this ‘dangerous
manoeuvre successfully, He then went
to the Yellow House, the executive
mansion, where he had a brief inter-
view with Torres-Cardenas. The chief
o fthe conspirators denied the exist-
ence of any plot.; Gomes would not
be decelved by such assurance. Ha2
seized Torres-Cardenas by the should-
ers; and shaking him roughly said:

“I bhave discovered your plot to as-
sassinate me. You are my prisoner.”

Torres-Cardeas tried to use his re-
volver on the acting president, but
Gomez was too quick for him. He
pinioned the man's arms and oalled
'the guard. Torres-Cardenas was selz-

ed and disarmed and hurried away to
Jall,

These two arrests, made single-
handed by Gomez, broke the back of
the plot. Gomez's friends came for-
ward quickly to his supoprt. Orders
were at once issued and carried out
rapidly for the arrest of Garbiras Guz-
man, Lopez Baralt, minister of the In-
terior in the cabinet, that was forced
to resign December 17; Senor Ber-
mudez, director of the Natlonal Tele-
Rraph System; Commander Casanovn,
Commander Angulo, and other adher-
ents of Castro suspected of complicity.
As 800n as the news of the sensational
occurrence became known throughout
the city an Immense crowd gathered
in the plaza Bollvar and gave unmis-
takable evidence of its satisfaction at
the turn affairs had taken.

The sins we wink at today are the

GASTAU'S DOWNFALL |

iones we wed tomorrow,

S ——
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PROHIBITION AT ONGE.

RED HOT DEMAND FOR QUICK
ACTION.

Rev. J. L. Harley Insists Upon Forc-
ing Prohibition Upon the Entire
State Regardless of the Wishes of
the Counties That Have Not Voted
Out the Dispensaries,

To the Editor of The Item:
As was to be expected, when the

prohibitionists of South Carolina met
and declared for State-wide prohibi-
tion, we began to hear criticlsms pro
an con from every direction. Some
of our so-called prohibitionists, says
the “Florence Times,” have actually
taken a trip to Savannah, Georgla to

learn that prohibition is a farce. We
do not know who these gentlemen are,
but if the editor of the “Florence
Times” will kindly publish their
names, the citizens of South Carolina
would be better able to judge of the
worth of their statements. The cry
is raised on every hand, that if we
have State-wide prohibition conditions
will be worse in Charleston than they
are now. We are peremptorily told
that the law cannot be enforced in the
lower counties, and that we must wait
until the people, are educated up to a
higher standard of citizenship and
morality. It {8 the purpose of this
paper to bring some things to the at-
tention of the people of our State.
First, of all, I wish to ask, can condi-
tions be any worse in Charleston than
they are? With 14 dispensaries run-
ning full blast from sun to sun—more
than 300 licensed blind-tigers selling
liquor day and night—hundreds of
other blind-tigers selling without any
license at all, and the people of Char-
leswn ordering one hundred thousand
dollars worth of liquor a year. I ask
agaln, can conditions be any worse?
After all, without any intention of re-
flecting upon the good people of Char-
leston, what is Charleston, that the
whole State should be called upon to
bow to her will in an Important mat-
ter llke this? Charleston represents
about four per cent. of the population
of South Carolina, and every one
knows that more than one-half of her
population is made up of the colored
race. If Charleston does not wish to
enforce the law, let her do as she is
now doing. It cannot be any worse.
But, in heavens name, do not ask the
whole State to walt on Charleston.
Again, some of our people seem to
fear that we will force prohibition
upon communities before they are
ready, and thereby bring reproach up-
on our cause., Thanks for consider-
ation, Here let us call attention to
the following facts. We have now 21
counties in this State without the le-
galized sale of Intoxicating liquors.
In these 21 counties live a large ma-
jority of the population of the entire
State. This majority s made up prin-
cipally of white people. In other
words, a safe estimfite would be, that
there-fourths of the white people in
the State now live in prohibition ter-
ritory, We are Democrats, and we
claim that the white people are in
authority—that we can rule—must
rule, and will_rule. And yet, this large
majorjity of the whole State—this
larger majority of the white people
of the State, are being told by a small
minority of white people, “Wait for
us and the negroeg of the lower coun-
ties until we get ready for prohibi-
tion.”” And the plea they make is,
that they are afraid of worse condl-
tions. - Worse conditions indeed! With
blind-tigers plying their trade, espe-
cially in dispensary countles, all over
the, lower part of the State, buying
liquor from the dispensaries for that
purpose, and In some instances mau-
nicipal authorities making no attempt
whatever to enforce the law, I raise
the question, can the good people of
the lower part o fthe State, and a
large majority of the white people
of the State walit any longer for an
improvement in conditions? We be-
lleve it is the duty of every good citi-
zén to throw the welght of his In-
fluence against such conditions, and
thereby help to change them as speed-
ily as possible. Our prohibition con-
ventiof did not adopt my plan in try-
ing to get State-wide prohibition, I
wanted a prohibition bill passed with
a proviso that it be submitted to the
people in a State election for thelr
confirmation. But if our legislature
at the next session shall pass a pro-
hibition law for the whole State, and
will provide for assistants to the attor-
ney general, making financial pro-
vislon for the enforcement of such a
law., I ©believe we shall succeed In
South Carolina as well as they are
succeeding in other States. That lig-
uor will be shipped into our State
goes without saying, but let us add
another to the fast growing list of
States whose cry must be heard, and
for rellef at the capital of this great
nation. lLet the weak-kneed back-
boneless officiala who whine and fawn
at the feet of their constituency, get
out of the way and give place to men.
Let every true man join in this fight
for reform and better government,
and let us leave a heritage to our
children that will cheer us in our old

age, rejoice and comfort us when we !

come to the end of the way, and of

which our descendants will be proud
when we are gone,
J. I. HARLEY, State Supt.
Spartanburg, 8. C,, Dec. 22, 1908.

DISCUSSED SEMINOLE DEAL.,

Insurance Commissioners McMaster

And Young Confer and Issue State-
ment,

Columbia, Dec. 22.—After a careful
and all day consideration of the Semi-
nole Securities Company, Southern
Life Insurance Company embrogliv
Commissioner Young, of North Caro-
lina, and Commissioner McMaster de-
termined to issue the following state
ment, which is significant as it follows
the action of Judge Watts at Cheraw
In postponing the receivership pro-
ceedings: :

“Neither commissioner has furisdic-
tlon over the Seminole Securities Con:-
pany, Commissioner Young bhecause
it was never licensed to do business
in his State, Commissioner McMaster
because his powers are limited to in-
surance companies., But so far as the
interests of the stockholders of the
Seminole Securities Company,are in-
volved in the Southern lLife Insurance
Company, and generally so far as the
commissioners can see, they will 'be
best served-by the ‘ockholders get-
ting together and reorganizing, estab-
lishing a satisfactory and economical
management with power to determine
whethqr it shall seek to control and
manage the Southern Life, or whether
it shall dispose: of its interest in the
Southern Life and organize a casulty
company as first proposed, or other-
wise dispose of its assets.

“The commissioners believe that the
officials of the Southern Life are dls-
posed to act liberally and fairly to-
wards the stockholders of the Semi-
nole Securities Company, and each
commissioner will lend his aid to that
effect.”

The commissioners both express the
decided opinion that the poliey hold-
ers of the Southern Life are fully and
amply protected, and as a matter of
fact the company is in greater funds
than before. Regardless of this, how-
ever, Commissioner Young, has in his
possession over $100,000 of funds of
the Southern Life, which ¢eposit rep-
resents the reserves on its policies.
With this company in the hands of the
proper management, both commission-
ers belleve that it may prove a valu-
able property.

Agreement of action among the
stockholders of the Seminole Securi-
ties Company would not prevent in-
dividual action against any parties,
whom they felt had damaged them.

A Farm Self-Sustaining.

We have often written and urged
through our paper for farmers to
‘make their farms self-sustaining. We
had a belief that it could be done
and now we know that it can be
done easier than to plant all cotton
and have the smoke house and barn
in the west.

One of our well to do and most pro-
'gressive farmers, we hear, planted a
two horse farm this year, 256 acres in
cotton, 27 In corn and 20 in oats. He
has gathered from the 62 acre farm,
35 bales of cotton, 1,000 bushels of
corn, but his oats were rather a fail-
ure, he made only 50 bushels per acre,
but gathered a large quantity of pea-
vine hay off of 15 acres and the other
five acres made him about 20 bushels’
of corn to the acre. In addition to
this he has a nice herd of Jerseys and
a fine lot of hogs. From th- hogs he
has already sold $150 worth of pork
and from-"the cattle pens he makes
compost manure enough that with
500 pounds of fertilizers to the acre
he made those 35 bales of cotton on
26 acres. Besides he made 400 bush-
els of potatoes and 285 gallons of
syrup. If this is not making a farm
self-sustaining, we would like to have
something better.

Mr. T, J. Bell is the farmer we have
reference to and he did not give us
this to brag, but we got It over
a grape vine telegraph.

The above from the Leader and
Vindicator, of Bishopville, is most
gratifying. Mr. Bell is a loyal Union
member was examplifies the teach-
ings of the Unlon in his every day
life. He was a delegate to the State
convention about a year ago.—Farm-
ers Union Sun.

For that Dull Feeling After Eating.
*] have used Chamberlain's Stom-
ach and Liver Tablets for some lime,
and can testify that they have done
me more good than any tablets 1 have
ever used. My trouble was a heavy
dull feeling after eating.—David Free-
man, Kempt. Nova Scotla. These tab-
lets strengthsn the stomach apd im-
prova the digestion. They also regu-
late the liver and bowels. They are
far superior to pills but cost no more.
Get a free sample at all Druggists and
se¢ what a splendid medicine it is,

John King, alias John B, Stilwell
alis Penngylvania Swipes, who was re-
leased from the Federal prison in At-
lanta Monday, after having completed
a flve years sentence, was immedlate-
ly arrested and will be taken to Latta,
S. C., to answer the charge of rotbery
at that place.

The Southern Power Company has

segured options on 40,000 resn of

Ilrmd on the Wateree river.
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INSURANCE COMMIESIONERS or‘*
THE CAROLINAS TO OONFER, |

————— e —

Letter Rocelved from the Actuary om
Whose Report the Dosd is Said
Have Becn Based—He Claims thar
e Stated that Southern Life M )
Was Worth 8150 Per $100 Mi
“On the Showing Made” bwt that
He Did Not Delieve the Showing.
Columbia, Deec, 21.—"Seminole” g

still the topic of talk in financial and

official circles, and bits ef information

and alleged Information are dllhﬂi

out every now and then.

Insurance Commissioner Young, eof
North Carolina, has iniormed Insur-
ance Commissioner MeMaster of South
Carolina, that he will be in Colum-
bia tomorrow to talk over the matter
of the deal with the Southern Life ‘s
surance Company, which is a North
Carolina concern. Mr. Young '
ed the opinion in a letter to the
Carolina commiseioner that the -
ern Life is probably not financially ix
jured by the transaction, sinoe It seems
to have come into a sum of
through the deal, but he does
think it will help this company to b
mixed up in such matters. I 2

As to the actual value of the b5 - %
purchases for $108 per $50 share there
Is some additional information ,
was stated that this trade was <
on the report of Mr. H, W. Bu&n&.;
of Indianapolls, an Independent ae- *

tuary, that the book value of the lhl% >
was $150 per $100 share. This seemh

to be erroneous, since Comw-’{{‘.,';

¥
=

McMaster has recelved a letter ¥
Mr. Buttolph in reply to a letter a A
the commissioner inquiring as to Mr. &%
Buttolph’s alleged report on the value .
of the Southern Life stock, which re-
port was made to representstives of
the Seminole Company. Mr. But-
tolph states that he did make sueh
report to Mr. W. A. Clark on at
“purported to be a correct exhibit of
the financial standing of this n-=
pany, and in which he¢ drew eemﬁ i
conclusion regarding the value of the
stock.” Mr. Buttolph says that after
going over caretully the papers, he
gave it as his opinion that “the g |
tion of the company was not as
orable as the financial statements
dered by Mr. Lacy would make ft ap-
pear.” Mr. Buttolph continues: “Af- °
ter stating very positively that I did

not believe the report showed the true
condition of the company, I saléd that

if it did the book value of the sioc
would seem to be about $117 per 310

of par value, and if the conditions
were just as shown by Mr. Lacy $150

per $100 would be not an unreason- '
abie price to be paid the company for
such an additional issue as would give

the control to the purchaser.” My,
Buttolph declares that he mever sald &/
the book value of this stock was $150,
or that its actual value was $150, ex-
cept under conditions which “I dis-
tinctly stated I had every reason to
believe did not exist.”

Mr. Buttolph goes on to say that he
only recently learned that the par
value of the stock is $50 per shars,
and not $100, and he states very em-
phatically, and repeats the assertion,
that his report was based on a $100
per share par value.

According to the statements hereto-

»

N
fore made by the officials of the com- }
panies involved, the Seminole com-
pany paild $216 per $100 share, or
$108 per $50 share, for this stock, and

the Southern Life reccived $140 per
$100 share, in round numbers. The
transaction was said to be based on x
the report of Actuary Buttolph, which

Mr. Buttolph now declares justified a ~
payment of $150 per $100 share only

for a controlling interest, if the con-
dition of the life Insurance company
was what it was represented to be,
which he did not believe to be the '
case, 3 r

Beware of Frequent Colds.

*A succession of colds or a protract-
ed cold is almost certain to end in
chronic catarrh, from which few per-
sons ever wholly recover. Give every
cold the attention it deserves and you
may avoid this disagreeable disease.
How can you cure a cold? Why not
try Chamberlain’s Cough Remedy? It
is highly recommended. Mrs. M.
White, of Butler, Tenn., says: “Several
years ago I was bothered with my
throat and lungs. Someone told me
of Chamberlain's Cough Remedy. I
began using it and it relieved me at
once,. Now my throat and lungs are _\
sound and well.” For sale by all Drug- "
gists,

-

Gen. Zimmerman Davis of Charles-
ton has succeeded Gen, T. W. Car-
wile as commander of the Confederate |
veterans of South (.‘ar'ollna.

If You Are Over Fifty Read This.

*If you -suffer from constitpation
and liver trouble Foley's Orino will
cure you permanently by stimulating
the digestive organs so they will act 1
naturally, Foley's Orino Laxative does
not gripe, is pleasant to take and you
do not have to take laxatives continu-
ually after taking Orino. Why con-
tinue to be the slave of pills and tab-
lets? W. W. Sibert.

Two ginneries and two stores in
Laurens County were destroyed by
fire within the past few days.

The Swedish South Africa line may }
operate a steamship line from Char-
leaton.



