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e “We must :
have commih .ed,” sald Line, |
| “Frencos done got ‘rested fer shoot- .
in" crupe s’ Jimmy done got ‘rested
for ‘sturbin’ publie worship,” said the
other hoss.
“Naw, [ ain't neither,” objected the
wale member of the chaln-gang, “T'
dono cu my woman with a rasor

ause 1 see her racking down the
street lua & proud cyon with another
gent, ke what Jane's brother
telled v he done at the plente.”

The o 'dren pleyed happily together

for ha'l «n hour, Billy and Lina com-

' and the prisoners, entering

into the spirit of the game,

ng prompt obedience to thel
At last the captives wearl

role and clamored for an ex-
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“All right,” agreed Lina. “Get the
key, Billy, and we 'l be the chain-
sang."”

Billy put his right hand in his pocket
but found no key there; he tried the
other pocket with the same success;
he felt in his blouse, he looked in his
cap, he jumped up and down, he near
Iy shook himself to pleces all without
avall: the key had disappeared as if
by magic.

“l berlieve y' all done los’
key,” concluded he.

“Maybe it dropped on the ground,”
said Frances.

They searched the yard over, but
the key was not to be found.

“Well, if that ain’'t just llke you,
Billy,” eried Jimmy, “you all time per-
posing to play chain-gang and you all
time lose the key.”

Lina grew indignant.

“You proposed this yourself, Jimmy

that

| Garner,” she said; “we never woulM

bave thought of playing chain-gang
but for you.”

“It looks like we can’t never do any-
at all,” moaned Frances,
“thout grown folks ‘ve got to know
‘bout it.” .

“Yes, and laugh fit to pop theirselfs
open,” sald her fellow-prisoner. “I
can’t never pass by Owen Gibbs and
Len Hamner now ‘thout they laugh
just like idjets and grin just like pole-
cats.”

“l aln’t never hear tell of a
"" corrected Billy, “he jes smell
‘n what a billy goat do.”

“It is Chessy cats that grin,” ex-

like folks would get ‘em a lot
stead o' cnillens fiways
 be wearing assfetty bags 'round
their nakes, so

g

pole-cat

E

CHAPTER XXII,

A Transaction in Mumps.
“Don't come near me,” screamed
Biily, sauntering slowly and deliberate.
Iy toward ithe dividing femce; “keep

.| ™ay ol 2.9, they's ketehin' ™

Jimmy was sitting on his front steps
and the proverblal red flag could not
have excited a bull to quicker action.
He hopped down the steps and rap
across his own yard toward Billy as
m as his short, fat legs could carry

“Git 'way f"om me; you "Il ketch 'om
If you teches me,” warned Billy: “an’'
you too little to have 'em,” and he
waved an authoritative hand at the
other chily. But Jimmy's curiosity was
aroused the highest pitch. He
promptly ped the fence and gazed
at his chiim with critical admiration.

“What's the matter,” he inquired,
“you got the toothache?”’

"Toothache!"” was the scornful echo,
“well, I reckon not. Git back; don't
You tech 'em; you ain't ol' 'nough to
have 'em.”

Bllly's head was swathed in a huge,
whita cloth; his usually lean Ifttie
choeks were puffed out till he reser:-
bled » young hippopotamus, and his
pretty gray eyes were almost invisible.

“You better git 'way f'om me an’
don’t tech 'em, like I tells you,” he re-
fterated. “Aunt Minerva SAy you ain't
never had ‘em an’' ghe say fer me to
make you keep 'way f'om me 'cause
You ain't a ol' chile llke what [ 1s.”

“You aln’t but six,” retorted ang'y
Jimmy, “and I'Il be s's next mon.h:
you all time trying to ‘suade litle Loys
to think you're 'bout a million years
old. You 'bout the funniest looking
kid they 1s.”

Bllly theatrically touched a distena-
ed cheek. “These here is mumps,” he
sald Impressively; “an’ when you got
'em you can make grown folks do per-
sactly what you want 'em to. Aunt
Minerva ‘s In the kitchen right now
makin' me ‘lasses custard if I'll be
good an' stay right in the house an’
don't come out here in the yard an'
don’t give you the mumps. Course 1
can't tech that custard now ‘cause I
done come out here an' it ain't houer-
ble; but she's makin' 1t jes’' the same.

You better git 'way f'om me an’ not
tach 'am: von thn W41a 46 haya ‘am ™

“Are they easy to ketch?” asked the
other little boy eagerly: “lemme jest
tech 'em one time, Billy.”

“Git 'way, I tell you,” warned the
latter with a superior air. To increase
Jimmy's envy he continued: “Grown
folks tries to see how nice they can be
to chillens what's got the mumps, Aunt
Minerva ain’t been impedent to me to.
day; she lemme do jest 'bout like I
please; it sho’ i{s one time you can
make grown folks step lively.” He
looked at Jimmy meditatively. "It sho’'
is a plumb pity you ain’t a ol’ chile
like what I is an’ can't have the
mumps. Don’t you come anp closter to
me,” he again warned, “you too little
to have 'em.”

“I'll give you five pewees if you'll
lemme tech 'em so's I can get 'em,”
pleaded the younger boy.

Billy hes’ ated. “You mighty 1 17]
tle—" he began.

“And my stovey,” sald the other
child eagerly.

“If you was a ol' boy,” said Billy,
“it wouldn't make no diffunce; I don't
want to make yo' ma mad an’ Aunt
Minerva say for me to keep 'way f'om
you any how, though I didn’t make her
no promises.”

Jimmy grew angry, g

“You're the stingiest Peter they is,
William Hill,” he cried; “won’t let no-
body tech your old mups. My cousin
in Memphis 's got the measles; you
Just walit till I git 'em.”

Billy eyed him critically.

“If you was ol—" he was beginning.

Jimmy thought he saw signs of his
yielding.

“And I'll give you my china egg,

,” he quickly proposed.

“Well, jest one tecb,” agreed Bllly;
“an’ T ain’t a-goln’ to be ’sponsible
neither,” and he poked out a swollen
Jaw for Jimmy to touch,

Ikey Rosenstein at this moment was
spied by the twd 1ittle Voys BB he was
walking jauntily by the gate.

“You better keep 'way f'om here,
Goose-Grease,” Jimmy yelled at him;
“you better get on the other side the
street. Billy here 's got the mumps
an' he lemme tech 'em so's I can get
'em, s0’s my papa and mama 'l lemme
do just perzactly llke I want to; but
you're a Jew and Jews ain't got no
business to have the mumps, so you
better get ‘'way, I paid Billy 'bout a
milllon dollars’ worth to lemme tech
his mumps,” he sald proudly. “Qet
'way; you can't have 'em.”

Tkey had promptly stopped at the
gate.

“What'll you take, Billy, to lemme
get 'em?” he asked, his commercial
spirit at once aroused.

“What'll you gimme?” asked he:of
the salable commodity, with an eye to
& bargain, ]

Ikey pulled out a pilece of twine and
& blue glass bead from his pocket 21
offered them to the child with a6
mumps. Theso recelved a contom 13-
ous rejectlon.

“You can do perzactly Uke eu
please when you got the mumps,” in-
sinuated Jimmy, who had seemingly
allled himselt with Billy as a partner
In business; “grown folks bound to do
what little boys want ‘em to when you
got the mumps.”

Ikey Increased his bild by the stub
of a lead pencil, but it was not until he
bad parted with his most cherished
pocket possessions that he was at last
allowed to place a gentle finger on the
protuberant cheek.

Two little girls with their baby-bug-
gles were seen approaching,

“G’ 'way from here, Francey, you and
Lina,” howled Jimmy, “Don’t you come
In here; me and Bllly s got the mumps
and you-all 'r’ little girls and ought
n' to have 'em. Don't you come near
us; they 're ketching.”

The two little girls immediately
opened the gate, crossed the yard, and
stood in front of Bllly, They inspected
him with admiration; he bore their
critical survey with affected unconcern
and indifference, as befitted one who
had attalned such prominence.

“Don't tech 'em,” he commanded,
waving them off as he leaned grace-
fully against the fence.

“I teched 'em,’ boasted the younger
boy. “What'll you all give us if we
Il let you put your finger on 'em?”

“I aln’t a-goin’ to charge little girls
nothin’" gaid the gallant Billy, as he
proftered his swollen jowl to each in
turn.

A little darkey riding a big black
horse was galloping by; Jimmy hailed
and halted him.

“You better go fast,” he shrieked.
“Me and Billy and Frances and Lina's
got the mumps and you ain't got no
business to have 'em ’cause You 're a
nigger, and you better take your horse
to the lib'ry stable 'cause he might
ketch 'em, too.”

The mnegro boy dismounted and
hitched the horse to the fence. *I
gotter little tarrapim—" he began in-
sinuatingly.

And thus it came to pass that there
was an epidemic of mumps in the lit-
tle town of Covington, and Willlam
Green Hill grew rich In marbles, in
tops, In strings, In toads, in chewing
gum, and in many other things which

comprise the pocket treasures of little
boys.

(TO BE CONTINUED.)

County Teachers' Examination,

A speclal examination will be held
on Friday, January 12, 1912 for those

desiring teachers' certificatos, and

those teaching without valid certifl-
cates,

This Is a special concession by the
State Board of Education, and those
who fall to comply need not expect
special favors, for the duty of the
(‘qunty Board s carry out the
law,

to
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When you want a reliable medi-
cine for a cough or cold take Cham-
berlain's Cough Remedy. It can al-
ways be depended upon and is pleas-
ant and safe to take. For sale by all
dealers.

How about some provision being
made for drainage on West Liberty
street before the next rain
along?

comes

Persons troubled with partial pa-
ralysis ar= often very much benefited
by massaging the affected parts
thoroughly when applying Chamber-
lain’s Liniment. This liniment also
relieves rhemuatic pains, For sale

by all dealers.
E_‘__' e Ty
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LIGHTNING

Is the one unfailing scientific

dressing which instantly relieves
and permanently cures all hurts,
cuts, burns, bruises, sprains and
wounds of every kind. Pain
leaves at once pecause the air Is
excluded, and the oil covering
acts as artificial gkin, The queck-
est, fastest healing oll known—
HUNT'S LIGHTNING OIL, 25
cents and 50 cents bottles.

A. B. RICHARDS MEDICINE CO.
Sherman, Texas.

For Sale by Sibert's Drug Store,

lﬁ—._l
Tax Returns for 1912,

Sumter, 8, C, Dec, 11, 1911,—No-
tice Is hereby given that I will at-
tend in person or by deputy at the
following places on the days indicat-
ed, respectively, for the purpose of
recelving returns of personal proper-
ty and poll taxes, for the fiscal year
commencing January 1st, 1912,

All males between the ages of 18
and 66 years, must make returns as
to whether or not they are liable for
road duty for year 1912,

Tindal, Tuesday, Jan. 2.

= e

|

i

Privateer. Station, Wednesaday,
January 3.

Manchester, Y.ovi'a Siding, Thurs-
dany, January 4,

Wedgofield, Thomaa' Sture, Friday E
Janvary 5.

Claremont Station, Tuesday, Jan,

9, '
Hagood, Wednesday, Jan. 10,
Remberts, Thursday, Jan, 11,
Dalzell, Friday, Jan. 12,

W. T. Brogdon’s Store, Mond.y,
Jan, 186. i

Mlyelvﬂlq, (Barnett's Store).
Tuesday, Jan. 16,

Pleasant Grove, Wednesday, Jan.
17.

Shiloh, Thursday, Jan, 18,

Norwood, Cross Roads, Friday,
Jan, 19,

Oswego, Monday, Jan. 21, .
All persons, whose duty it is to
make returins, should be prompt to
meet at those appointments, All re-

turns must be made before Feb, 20,
1912,

R. E. WILDER,
Auditor.

DO YOUR XMAS SHOPPING WARLY
AND AVOID THE RUsll OF
THE LAST FEW DAYS.

We have the goods at prices that
will sult you. New and latest designs
In jewelry, rings in all birthstones,
bracelets, lockets, LaValiers, mono-
gram fobs made while you wait, um-
brellas, parasols, tollet sets, insterling,
plated and penuwine Ebony, manicure
and military sets, Hawkes cut glass,
sterling silver and plated flat-ware,
from the smallest pieces to the large
chest. We ongrave any article bought
without charge any design, while you
walt. HBvery article guaranteed. We
know what we sell i good.

W. A, THOMPSON,

Jeweler and Optician,
6 S. Maln St, Sumter, S. C.

Foley
Kidney
Pills

What They Will Do for Yea

They will cure your backache,
strengthen your kidneys, cor.
rect urinary irregularities, build
up the worn out tissues, and
eliminate the excess uric acid
that causes rheumatism, Pre.

vent Bright's Disease and Dia.
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BANK N

SO0 YOU'LL HAVE §
IT WHEN YoU

NEED IT. ITS SAF
THE BANK

JAMES J. HILL, the great railroad king, made money
slingi Sa pick when a young man. He BANKED and
81\5115.l his earnings. He became a contractor and mul-
ti-millionaire.

Make OUR Bank YOUR Bank.

We pay liberal interest consistent with safety 4.

| First National Bank
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LIME, CEMENT, {8 B st s

Hay, Grain, ﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁm Feed.
Horses, Mules, juiggies: Wagons and
No Order Too Darge Or Too Small

Booth-I:I_arby Live Stock Cao.

SUMTER, SOUTH CAROLINA.

Undertakers and Embalmers,

e -

and Private Ambulance

HEARSES FOR WHITE AND COLORED

Ring 14 or 261—Day or Night
Prompt Service

J. D. Craig Furniture Company
8, 10, 12 West Liberty Street.

SV NN T SERNE WU O DECE30 Mot T (T 1,

Frost Proof Cabbage Plants.

We grow cnly guaranteed plants, true to name, recommended by all whe
have used them. Our prices areas follows: 1,000 to 4.000 plants at $1.25 per
thousand; 5,000 to 9,000 ut $1.80 per thousand; 10,000 to 15,000 99 cents per thou-
sand. Agents wanted in every town. Write for booklet on culture, etc. Vari-
eties: EARLY JERSEY, known by all as the earliest pointed head; CHARLES-
TON WAKEFIELD, sume type, but lurer and little later; SUCCESSION,
largest and earliest of all flat varicties; FLAT DUTCH, our large, flat, late
cam:aue and a leader. We guarantee full count in every box. safe delivery to
your express office, and satisfaction or money refunded. Plants shipped when
ordered; no delays. Send money by Registered Letter, Express Money Order or

Post Office Money Order.
The Carr-Carlton Co., Box 61, Meggetts, S. C.

Buy Your Fertilizers
From

Wulburn Fertilizer Co.,
Charleston, S. C.

We make the best grades of
all kinds of Fertilizers. Can
furnish testimonials from
best farmers in Sumter Coun-
ty. For information apply to

L. D. NETTLES,

Local Agent and Traveling Representative
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