e

HE WATCHMAN AND SOUTHRON, AUGUST 14, 1912,

o ——— e

R . e TR e A S

T ——————— . S— e —

Nll:l)w A BETTER SCHOOL SYS-
TEM—=NUMBER ¢,

By Prof. W, H, Hand, State Inspecs
wr High Schools,

A good school is a  difficult

in a district that has almost no pu-
pils. It dithicult task
a_district without revenue. In a dis-
trict without either pupils or revenue
it lg almost o hopeless undertaking.
Literally hundredsz of districts
long to some onus of these categories.
It ought to Le patent to every think-
Ing man that something must
done in order to better conditions, To
accomplish such a task as is before us
will require carefu] study of the whole
State and a re-organization of per-
haps nearly all the counties in the
State, By this time we ought to be
able to see the futility of patchwork
in spots. The re-organization should
begin before the State wastes any
more money on an organization that
Is annuully growing more disorganiz-
ed. To g0 on building new school
houses under the present district
system will in the near future dem-

thing

5 &« more in

be-

onstrate the unwisdom of putting
new wine into old bottles,
The 1901 school districts in the

State are managed by as many sets
of trustees. There are clo=e to 6,000
school trustees in the State. Not only
is every county In the State a law
unto itself, but practically every
board of district trustees is a law
unto itself. Except for the reatric-
tions made the State Board In grant-
ing appropriations from the State
bullding fund, each board of trustees
Is left to bulld a good school house
or a ramshackle as it prefers; and
each is left to elect a competent
teacher or an Incompetent one, to run
the school for a long term or a short
one as sults its whims, to spend its
public funds almost as it pleases, and
10 make a report of its doings or let
it aloné as suits Its convenlence, If
any five adjacent districts in any
county happen to be pursuing a uni-
form policy in anything pertaining to
the schools, It Is more or less an uc-
cident. Whenever any one or more
patrons In a community become dis-
gruntled with their school or its man-
agement, all these patrons have to do
Is 10 have a new district made for
their convenlence.

The only counties in the State
that report the areas of their districts
are Abbeville, Beaufort, Chester,
Chesterfield, Clarendon, Dillon,
Greenwood, Kershaw, Laurens, Ma-
rion. Richland, and Saluda—twelve in
all. In some of these counties the
surveys were made years ago and
since that time almost endless
changes have been made in the bound-
ary lines of the districts, thus rend-
ering the maps almost worthless. In
a number of the counties the dis-
trict boundary lines are mere matters
of nelghborhood tradition and hear-
say. No valuable permanent work
can  be done toward a State sysiem
of schools untll an accurate survey
has been made In every county,

Perhaps the next step is to consoli-
date In almost every county a large
number of the lttle starving schools
and to transport the distant pupils o
the central schools at public ex-
pense. The consolidation and trans-
portation will not lessen the total ex-
pense of schooling these ehildren,
but it will give the children a far
hett “chool than they could hope
to h as matters now stand. To
accomplish this consolidation will ne-
cessitate suhstituting broad patriotism
and community interest for provin-
clallsm and the nelghborhood jeal-
ousies that are now o common. The
patriotic majority will be compelled
to assert Itself and force the provin-
cial and jealous minority to submit
to & new order of things aimed at
the betterment of all. The subject of
consolidation and the transportation
of puplls would require a more leng-
thy discussion than could be
into here,

To make a atll] greater confusion
in what at beat Is disorganization, ul-
most all of these K000 achool trus-
tees inducted Into office at the
same time and their terms expire sim-
ultanecusly. Under
ment it can hardly
school district will

entoered

are

ch an arrange-
e hoped that any

continue a given
policy longer than two years at a
tiae, for It i« no ancommon thing

te have an entirely new set of trus-

tees appointed every two vears. Thix
matter could He easlly remediod by
changing the law 20 a3 to maks the
term of the swhool trustes threoe vears
instead of two, and by Jetting the
term esxplre at the end of each vear
In this way at any  glven thne  at
lenst two<thirds of the school bourd
would have heen in office as muech as
one year, and thersa would be less

danger of sudden reversion of policy
in the district

Fivery
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by

once in o while SO e e

rinises question of elvcting =chool
Wherever

proved n

tru<tees Vil

it has

deatrover of harmony and o fometent

paobular
thits has hwen tried

and neighliorhood bilck-
'bi

r nf discord
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erings, bhe sincerely hopasl
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®Uch an Its
Iavy great stress upon the democracy

of thia plan. 1 shall the

will tinke

unwise step, advocates

discuss

Cof small

democracy of this question in con-
nection with the county superiniend-
ent,

The whole di:rviet is out of date.
recent wreiter of national  repute
this to say of the district system: ‘It
was best adapted o a time of {so-
lution, Hmited vision, and to the day
things and petty interests,

A
has

L AS g system of school management it

e unadapted to the

 sistent,

the
ur

business or
needs the present
the luture; it is inetlicient,
unintelligent, unprogressive,
and expensive; it leads to the muiti-
plication of small and poor
and to the building ot
sary number
school houses, and, when population
has ‘nereased sufliciently to warrant
consolidation, the natural envy,
Jealousy, and ultra-conservatism of
the different districts stand as a block
in the road of educaiional progress,
It has been condemned generally by
school officialg for forly years, and the
chief reason for its retention is that
the people in many States have never
Known any other system.”

educational of

ol incon-

schools,
an
and

unneces-

of small cheap

It has already been stated that our
sysiem I3 a mixed type. In so far as
the county is with us a unit, what are
the conditions? dach one of the
forty-four counties is absolutely in-
dependent of the other counties, and
almost independent of anything else.
Each county board can and does have
Its own standard as to the qualifica-
tion of teachers and the conditions on
which they are to be employed. A
county board of education may rec-
ognize or refuse a certificate issued by
any other county in the State with
reason or without reason. The coun-
ty superintendents themselves have
long felt the need of having this
remedied. Sometime previous to the
meeting of the General Assembly in
1912 the county superintendents of the
State agreed to ask that body to pass
an act ereatling a State Board of Ex-
aminers whose duty it would he to
prepare uniform questions through-
out the State, to examine and grade
the papers of the applicants, and to
issue certificutes good to teach in any
county in the State, This scemed to
be a wise measure and there seemed
to be every prospect of its immediate
passage, Lo, and behold! when the
bill came up for consideration in the
committee of one of the houses, there
appeared on the scene the hoeads of
two of the teachers’ employment bu-
reaus in the State and a legal attor-
ney to argue against its passage. Let
me pause to say that teachers’ agencies
have a legitimate function, but when
they step in and undertake to thwart
wholesome legislation looking toward
the building up and unifying of the
schools of the State in order to pro-
tect their own business enterprises, it
is high time for the people of the
State to ask who is master of the sit-
uation. The chief argument made he-
fore this committee was that it would
require $7.500 a year to pay the sal-
aries and expenses of this examining
board. That was true, but why did
not the gentlemen interested in the
defeat of this measure state how
much they thought the creation of
this board would save to the ill-paid
teachers of the State., four-fifths @&
whom are women? 1 suppose it is
generally known that these agencies
do not secure positions for teachers
gratis, A teacher placed by one of
these agencies at $40, for eight months
is bound te pay the agency five per
cent of her salary, or $16 in this cas .
The very ract that such a thing could
happen as did happen is the very
best evidence of our need of o sysetem
strong enough to protect the interests
of those most vitally
the schools,

Section 1214 of the school law pro-

Vides that pupils in any district may
be transferred to any school in any
adjoining  district without thie
consent of the district receivs
ing such pupils,
that

connected with

even
board
It is not difficult wo
under this law it -would he
possible for any district  to compel
the adjoining district w house and
teach every child in it. At the recent
sosslon of the General Assembly this
section wag amended so ag to provide

e

that the reeceiving  district board
may charge a tuition fee in propor-
tion 1o the taxable property  owned

by the parent of the child transterred
No provision is made
padd the
where permanent record
anather providing for
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for such lfees to
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Are Ever at War,
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AT GAFFNEY,

Suys He will Appoint no Jones Man
o Ohlice—IHas Just Begun o Grant
Pardons,

Gaffney, Aug. 7T.—-Appearing before
an enormous crowd,
delivered
at the

Blease
usuil specches
in this city to-
night. address wus possibly a
little highly spiced than some,
He began by abusing the newspapers,
suying that would judyge
the Gaffney newspapers that he was
not wanted here, but that the people
had shown that they did want him,
regardless of what Ed DeCamp, Both
Butler or Jim Bell said,  Said the
speaker: “As for little Jimmie Bell,
we will let him ring his bell, avd go
to ————" He declined to talk about
Judge Jones, owing to the fact that
the Judge was absent. Speaking
further of the newspapers, the Gov-
ernor said that tomorrow he would
have something to say about why the
newspaper men who are accompany-
ing the campaign sent out the story
that they did as to the Lancaster
meeting. He said that he preferred
putting off until the reporters were
present, but that he would say that
the erplanation lay in a quart bottie
sent up by ‘Son Charlie.! He said
that much had been said about his
pardons, but that he had not yet start-
ed on the pardons; merely started to
running. He said that William
Thurmond, better known as Pussy
Footed Bill, had been charged with
murder in Edgefield County; that
LeRoy =prings had been charged with
murder in Lancaster County, and that
both of them, through money, friends
and influence, had secured a verdict
of not guilty, but that George Hasty,
of this eity, when persecuted on
every hand and hounded constantly,
was tried, that without money or
friends, he was convicted. He thank-
ed God for being able to free that
man. He said that if it was not for
the pardoning power of God that one-
half of the Jones supporters would be
in heil before morning. The speak-
er said that on August 27 he would
bhe elected over bath his opponents by
a majority of between 18,000 and 20,-
000, but that if he should die hefore
that time, for God's sake to vote for
Duncan. The speaker said that in
considering friend or foe so far as
justice went, that it made .no differ-
ence, but that he would dispense
justice to either, but when it came to
filling appointments he would give
them all to Blease men and would
appoint a Jones man to nothing If
he knew it.

At the conclusion of his speech the
ladies in the audience sent up a bou-
quet of flowers by a little girl, The
Governor gathered the child in  his
arms and said: "A
lead them, T had rather have thig lit-
tle girl's trust and confidence and find
her arms around my neck than the
vote of the entire world.,! A man in
the audience gpoke up and said: “De-
cinge she doesn't know any better.'
at which the Governor said: “If you
will come up-town, you dirty liar, 1
will give you the worst beating a
coward ever got,” The man referred
to answered that trip  to  town
wasn't necossary and invited the
Governor to come back where he was
and try it then. Trouble was avoid-
ed by police otficials becoming active
and a plea from the presiding officer,

The Governor took a hand primary
at the end of his address, which seem-
ed to indicate that his forees present
were largely in the majority,
consgtantly interrupted during his
tire speech by

Governor
his
park

one of
baseball
The
maore

one from

H

an-
yvells of approbation,
John T. Duncan spoke after the
Governor concluded his address.
Judge Jones was not present on ac-
conunt of a throat trouble.
tra will on
morrow to preserve order,

policemen he duty

The Trials of a Traveler,

“1 am a traveling salesman,” writes
E. E. Youngs, E. Derkshire, Vt., “and
Was often troubled with  constipation
and indigestion till 1 hegan to use Dr,
King's New Lif: Pills, which 1T have
found an excellent remedy.”  For all
stomach, liver or  kidnev  troubles
there is nothing better.  Only 25c at
Sibert's Drug Store,

The One Gireng Problem,

News and Courier,

The one great problem, therefore,
i= for these who bolieve  that Gov.
Please should not be re-clected to go
to the polls and vote, The people who
today are wringing their hands and
limenting that South Carolinn js go-

ing to the dogs are the men who will
B ehiefly to blame if a victory for
Civie righteouspess js not recorded imhn
the 2Tth of August,

Indian Willed on Track,

Near Hochelle, 10, an Indian went
tor sleep on oo Palivond track and wnas
Killed by the st oxpross P pniad
for his carelessness with his e, Of
ten' 1is thit way when people negleet
conghs and calds, Pvon't risk vour
life when o NEe of In I ing's
Now sy ry will et el sao
Prevent i theoat or lunyg
tronbfe, It cotmnletely cured me, in
mo2hort thme, of o terreibile conely thad
Folliswwaal 0 Lty Lol --l‘ l:T'
Wit J. B YWintt | B PRV
et b oveeeEabimedd 15 Pisiirned |1
thot | ol post,” OQuilek, sul nlnil--
el gt e and 31000 "'ria?
Boltle feee gt Siberrs Hirng Stor

little child shall

MODEL TELEPHONE SYSTEM,
Imperial to Be Wired by T,

ley & Co, with Model Appara-
tus,

————————

The Imiperial will have
oSy

one ol the

complete  telephone of
any holel in the State when the plans
of wiring it
have

AVELemE

and installing teiephones
My, A, L
Juckson, who is Luilding the hotel, is
now in the city,
Wivnesville,

been completed,
having come on from
where he is managing a
hote]l during the summer months, to
look after the progress of the work
on the building and made statements
Lo this effeol I'riday.

The systemn of telephones installed
throughout the building will be that
originated by the Western Electric
Comipany and the work of installation
will be done by T. M, Bradley & Co.,
a local firm, which has already se-
cured the contract for the wiring of
the building for lights, The tele-
phones will be in each room and a
special switchboard arrangement wi'l
make it possible to connect from the
rooms with local long distance
telephone systems.

Mr. Jackson stated that he was
pleased with the progress which had
been made on the building, but he
could not state when it would be com-
Ileted. He said that there had been
delays on account of not getting ma-
terial. He stated that he thought
that this would be a very pretty build-
ihg when it was completed, the tapes-
t:v brick showing off especially well
vn the front and sidewalks.

and

WOODROW WILSON  CAMPAIGN

FUND,
sumier’s Fuand Now  Totals  $137.
Amount Should Exceed $200,

Many Not Yet Subscribed.

While the
for Sumter

Wilson campaign fund
now totals $137 there are
many others in the city and county
who should subseribe,

Subscriptions  will received at
the Bank of Sumter, Those who have
added their names to the
the last publication are;
J. H. Guthrie.. .. .. .. .. ...

he

list since

.$1.00

oA HBIVIN 6 b el v e s e 100
W. I, Shaw.. e e L
D, W, Cuttino.. ... v «s s o5 +« 1.00
W. W. Rees. .. S 1.00
W, Percy Smith. . .. .. .. .. 1,00
Cecil Wilson.... .. .. .. .... 1.00
P, ©. MBnning ..:ix s s oains 1,00
Herbert A. Moses .... 1.00
N. B.MUrray.. «. «» s« »» s: vs 1,00
Rev, Wm, Haynsworth, . . 1.00
Hubert G, Osteen.. .. ., .. .. 1,00
R 3. Bland. . . o aaas v 1.00
D. R. McCallum, Jr... .. .. 1.00
Goo, D, Le¥¥.. v an o e sa 100
A, B Jackson.. .. .. ¢« 1,09
YJ. WL Jackson. . wanin 200
. D Lee, 8r.. .. a0
LT Edens.. .. .. .. .. .. .. 1.00
B L e e 1.00
I, C, Strauss..... ol 1.00
J. L Cooper ... 1.00
|
i Rocky Bluff News,
; Rocky  Bluff, Aug. 6, —The crops
j were doing very nicely until the cool
| spell of the last few days which was
i very injurious,  Most people say i
il Was the coldest weather they ever
i suw in August., The wormsg have
‘ played havoe with the young o
The institute at the Baker school
i house Jast week proved to be 4 great

He was |

SUecess. A nice program was cantied

fout the entire three davs and nights,

IFifty ex- .

to- |
cardson,

il training.

kot
|

There were large
most all the time,

crowds  there al-
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Washington,
North

Scienee
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‘arolina who wmught do-
Miszs Agnoes
who taught
The latter was so much
Miss
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from
Rich-

mestice il

of Sumter, nmiaan-
that
to

and

likea has Leen
give there  for
it is hoped that much
good will he done by it,

Miss  Muadge Gritlin,
spent last here
Mrs, Androws,

Richardson
engaged
month

lvs=0ns

ol
with

Sumter

week her aunt,

Miss Lou Meleod spent last Thurs-
day night with Miss Fssic
near Mavesyille,
Mrs, M. . Capell
spent oo paet last
tives ol
Misas
a few

OWen= over
and  children
0l woeelk with rela-
iorden,

Laaey Fiens of Sumter spent
and the

of this week with relatives hoere.

diayvs of last week first
Miss Lou MelLeod spent o few days
it with Mrs, An-
drews,
M &)

Sunday

Wil her aunt,
Hattield and faonily
Mr. W. k.
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AMERICN FACING A I'AMINE,

——
Uiless  Agriculturai  Mediods  are
mproved,  Gaant specire Wil

Menace Land of the Free,

——

Chicugo, Aug, S.—That America is
facing a famine unless gericultural
conditions are vast)y improved was
predicted by speakers at the annual
leeting of the National =il e riility

league today,
"Statistics show that agriculture
the States has L
lected that within 20 ye.
Torced

in
'wll =) neg-
will be
our principal food
foreign lands, We are
facing an inevitable famine unless the
soil is greatly improved,” said H. H.
Gross, president of the organization.
Other speakers urged the addition
agricultural extension department
to the present colleges of agriculture
maintained by the  government and
States.

Uinted
'S We
o ‘mport

products from

of

H, H. Gross was reelected president,
An advisory committee selected in-

cluded: James J, Hill, chairmaan,
President W. . Tart, William J,
Bryan, Franklin MacVeagh, Champ

Clark and Samuel Gompers,

Political Campaigns,

Spartanburg Journal.
They
valuable information

are tiresome, They give no
in this State.
They are made just to catch votes, It
is enough to degrade the best man in
the county to travel around for sever-
@l months shaking hands with every
voter and manifesting a decided  in-
terest in him and his family, Honest,
upright men may do it, but it knocks
all the props of manhood
from under them. Even the speeches
nuide are flat, stale and unprofitable,
unless they mean and
as they appear 1o be
State campaign.

genuine

are malicious

now in this

Really a county campaign is not an
educational affair. A candidate may
Visit, every precinct in the county and
become acquainted with  half  the
voters and never leave a reasonable
word or a helpful suggestion in his
wake,

The State campaign, when conduct-
ed like the present one, lowers the
dignity of the State and brings it
into ridicule. It is shameful that it
should be so, It brings the primary
and subsequent campaign  into dis-
repute,. Many of our best men will
not attend the meetings because they
consider them a stain and blot on the
honor of the State,

The growing turmoil accompany-
ing our presidential elecions is also
an evil that distresses business men.
One often hears the speedier election

methods of Canada and England fa-
vorably commented on by compari-
son.

It will be recalled that the recent
election of a parliament in  Canada
was accomplished in about seven
weeks,

Our conventions place their candi-

dates in nomination the
and the first of July,

last of June
and four months

amd a half intervene hetore the votes
are colinted, It ig a period during
which businessz men look carefuly at
the old dollar before swapping it for
A new one,

July and August  at the hest are
prefty tough months for convention
going. It i hard to get deliberate

judgment out of a hody of men when

they are engaged in concocting cool

and
It would he

drinks, swinging fans.

shady

hunting
diticuit 1o
dutes,
to

places,
the
W'y

change convention unless

theyv cinrricd over about Sep-
toember 1,

Politicians oftéen remark, after
Kind of “If the
wWere and =a would get

dif-

any
A4 convention, election
LOMOrrow
there.,” Eleetion
ferent thing,
Which means thut
ment of the
tir their

b1

day = a very

the =ober Jndg-

||0'H]-ra> is 1‘:"”5:“-1111,\' mst

opposite off hand decigion,

There is a certain «lement of plgue
amd spite in haman nature that  re-
sonts defent, IForr the moment, the
most important thing appears to bhe
ta put yonr toot on the neck of those
robibers who have dominated the con-
ventions,  Were the elections to be
helil gix weeks alter the conventions,
many citizens would vote principally
with the purposc of hitting zome one,
You can’t do husginess on that prin-
ciple,

fiv four nonths" time, the sipte
maotivee ig iroened out of the public
minid. The hubbles of promise have
bheen pricked. The clowns have been
linghed out of the ring Perhas it
I8 none tao much time,

It looks a= if Roosevelt believes that
he Ball Aloose will nog run well un-
e a0 caloredd forkey —Charlesten
I'ast,

'lving Men Il

vietims to stemach, *liver and kidney
troubles iust ke other people, with
like resultg in loss of At k-
che NETVOUSHeSS, headache, and
I|Iui '-h-'n run-down feoling 1t
(AT o neea] to o LT a | [
1'.» o=, Hoeney, Tenn,, provedd =i
Faottles of Electri ittt e write
Al more oo give me new  =teeneth |
damd oo appetite than r it |
remiedics 1 nsed.” S ey help |
.\-|\'u- ; [1= 11 t AR \\]Iil.il
e ey W ] 1 9 I
I||~T dose,  Try i 1 ' {

Drug =Store,

“UNCLE  JOE" WINS OLYMPIAD,

Cannon Kicks 1 Peet I Inches —

Others Comtribuie During Session

of “Dog Days" Club,
Wishingion, Aug s, ~Kicking 4
feet and 4 inches, “Uncle Joe" Can-

non handily won the

sslonal

feature event of
Olympiad at
session of the “Dog Days™
night on the outskirts of
The whole Dbusiness
leaked out today., DBut it is said there
were other high jinks
the best of them was
ing Old Black Joe gn
the E and G strings.
ances of the
House,

tite  Congis a
gulet litt]e
Cluly

the

last

Capital,

and that among
Uncle Joe play-
a violin without

The perform-
Speaker of the
ag  they were,
formed only part of a programme
provided by Representative Henry
DelForrest, of Schenectady, N, Y,, for
thirty-five Republicans and Demo-
crats who gathered to commisserate
on the prolonged session of Congress
and the troubled political times.

“"Although you would not guspect
IL," said Mr. DeForrest to his guests.
‘there sits concealed behind a bush
the great warbler and whistler of this
or any other age and he will now ob-
lige. Prof —, something new.”

And from the carefree and happy
face of Minority Leader James S.
Mann there ftiltered through an jron
gray beard, “Everybody's Doin' It.

“Early in life,” said Representative
Ned Taylor, of Columbus, Ohio, when
dragged into the arena, *“there was
some question whether 1 should be-
come a statesman or an opera singer?
Modesty forbids that I dwell on what
1 done in Congress, but here
goes for some opera.”

Whereupon Il Trovatore,” “Caval-
leria tusticana,” “Casey Would
Waltz” and other selections brought
forth thirty-five votes in the . nega-
tive,

Representative Michael Conroy, of
New York, contributed “Peggy Carey"
adn “Kathleen Mavoureen' until he
was interrupted by Representative Mi-
chael Driscoll’'s stentorian demands
to be “put off at Buffalo,”

The meeting place was in dry ter-
ritory in Maryland. Last night it was
sald the Montgomery constabulary
had gone to Baltimore to buy a teeth-
ing ring for the baby. The dinner was
over when former Speaker Cannon's
proposal that Jefferson Levy, of New
York, take the entire membership of
Congress to Monticello, Va., a week
from Sunday, was carried with a roar.

Representative E. W. Townsend,
one of the contributors to the feast
of song, was hushed in the mldst’ot
his effort and commanded instead to
write another “Chimmie Fadden.”
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Homer Pigeon Makes Home

Here,

Someone has in the last week lost

a very pretiy homer pigeon for the
hird has taken up his abode at Mr.
H, . McKagen's residence with his

pigeons and seems well contented in
his new home,

The pigeon arrived in town on
Wednesday and has been at Mr., Me-
Kagen's ever On the pigeon’s

left leg is a silver band containing the

since,

following inscription: 13 I°. D, K. 12,
with the 12 turned sidewise; on the
other leg is a similar silver band with
the inscrintion BB 2347 and a cross
with a J in the center, ’

Mr., MceKagen thinks the pigeon
may possibly be a valuable one and is
on the look-out to restore it to its

owner,
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Whers Was That Mat

Three friends, who had all heen op-
erated on for appendicitis about the
same perviod, metr for the  first time
dAnce their =arings and began com-
paring  notes sayvs  the Pittsburg
Chronicle,

Yes,” guhld “1 had beastly
Iuek! The doctor had to operate again
bocause he fog | £ had left a
spongue inside the 1est time,)”

Noo 2 prompt!y capped thiz

“That's nothing,” he  said. “My
doctor left o pair of forceps inside
me**’

Noo 3 rose to hi feet, He was
P Wl and trembling az he rushed to
waurd th doar frantic huaste,

"W A TOY ished his fwo

“Nen-nothine TS stoammeraed;

niv 1 =t remoembered that as 1
CUOIe mind my dodtor said something
ut having mislaid his hat'™



