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trap formed by
Unless the

‘Ban Antonio, March 31.—~Qen. Fun-
ston is now hopeful that Villa will be
captured much sooner than originahy
expected. Gen. Funston Is anxious
for the task to be completed and if
Carranza will grant the privilege to
use the Mexican rallways he s confl-
dent Villa will not remain loag at
large. The censorship will be modified
a8 Villa is now too far south for the
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Mexico in Pursuit of Vilia 1 ""ﬁ
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Gen. Frederick Funston tom‘ 4
the war department for more i
to be sent into Mexico in n e
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will make a decided stand in a few
hours if they have not alrsady done
. Cattle men report that Villa's
ranks have been greatly strengthened
by Mexicans who are anxious to fight
the “Gringoes.”

Querctaro, March 22. ~—@Gen., Car-
Fansa was notified today that his

troops are engaged in sharp combat
with Villa forces In tho mountains of

_ Chihuahua.

BOUND FOR MEXICO.
e
Battieship Kentucky Sails from Gal-
veston Under Sealed Orders,
Galveston, March 23.—The battle-
ship Kentucky sailed today under
sealed orders. It Is believed to be
bound for Mexico,

MANY SUBMARINES CAPTURED,
British Have Taken One Hundred and
Twenty-seven From Germans,
Washington, March 22.—One hun-
dred and twenty-seven submuarines

{have been captured by the British

fleet since the war began.

Albert Parker of Sumter, a broth-
er of J. E, Parker of this city, who
has been in the Fennell Infirmary for
several days for treatment, was able
to leave the tufirmary Saturday morn-
ing and return to his home,—Rock

Herald,
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umws VALUE OF BILL.

" Washington, March 21 ~Hearings
ere continued today before thr sen-
) committee on agriculture on the

'_ bl of Senator Smith of South Caro-
Siling providing for the withdrawal of

;er power sites and construction of

(Water power plants by the govern-

ant for the manufacture of nitrates.

ommuuotrmtyunhumat-

I & more wide spread interest among
L classes of people than has the
Mitrate bill, The committep is evi-
dencing an interest in the measure
seldom characterizes, its deliber-

o ons, and as the possibilities of the
2 or pject are gone into more and more

- detall the importance and signi-
nce of the proposed measure be-
s0The more apparent. e

. The hearing today was devoted to
‘technical discussion of the merits

oftlw bill by Dr. Thomas H. Norton

L the bureau of foreign and domestic
eminent ‘scientist who

fgeihas devoted years to research along
o | ~ |escaped with their Iivés and a dozen

" In the ‘opinion of Dr. Noﬂom

ﬂumpouuotthobmmmtum‘

ible ‘and practicable, but-abso-

: lutely essential to the future economic
 [indepsndence of the United Btates

B985 | Mr. Norton poin‘ed out how abund-

&nce of water power Was ‘available
of the establishment of plants ToF

uﬂllnunnotnlm from the

r'in the various ‘parts of the coun-

_‘_‘. and advocated the plan that =

Plant.for the extraction of nitrares for:

t& in commercial fertllizers -shoula

‘located in the ﬂoﬂtholat. another
lﬁ the utilitation- of  nitrates .for|

[ [ths Northwest! ana st another to
oy ﬁpumdm for nitric scid to

|ed appnhouloh. '

"It “is not beleved hm thu Gon.
I'nmton is worried to any ' extent by
reports of slleged growing antago-
nism among’ im'hln .Carrganza {roops,
llthom he 18 carefully stutlying that
phase of the situstion. It has *not |
been forgotten at his headquarters,
however, that Vilia has many more
troou someéwhere in northern Mexico
than the few hundred said to be with
him.in his flight. Realising the mobile
character of Villa's band, it was not
considered wise t0 expose Gen. Per-
shing’s lines too much.

/! ‘Lake Babicora, towards which one
of .tho columna of United States troops

.mmdmdymmhhmqm

is almost 300 miles from the border
and by the time the columns directed
towards Carmen and Namiquipa arrive
At thelr destinations they aluo will be
aAlmost as far south. South of Casas
Grandes the cavalry detachments, fol-
lowing the trall into the heart of
the country where Villa s known to
have been operating, is a triangle ot
approximately 3,000 square miles in
area,

The chase for Villa has grown
larger than even many military men
who had studied the situation care-
fully believed it would, and (it was
pointed out that if it became neces-
sary to extend the operations much
more it might be necessary to move
Into the fleld almost all the remain-
ing availlable forces of the regular

army with the exception of some 20, f

4

mmmmwaumm
3 q(mllnlﬁonl to be lo-

qa lll.tld M &m.tor Smith's
mefisure provides a sufficient means
to mblo the government to meet
every demand, both from the stand-
polnt/of nitrates for fertilizers and
Imiquoutorthomutqctmotu-
Pplosives and for uge in the various
arts, which the United States might
h"o.

Senator Smith is pushing the con-
slderation of the bill and it is prob-
able that & vote in the comniittee will
be had Monday,

Licenses to uurry have bm issued
to M. J. Morris, Sumter, and Miss Nel-
lie Osteen, Tindal; M. N. Baker, SBum-
ter, and Miss Emma Baker, St
Charles; also 'to the following color-
ed couples: Jake Bowman, Jr., Pri-
Vateer, and Carrie L. Gadsden, Sum-
ter; Mathew Jenninge and Phyllis
Jackson, Dalsell; James McFadden
and Rosalle Johneson, Sumter,

son barracks, , New York and Fort
Ontario, N. Y.; Fourteenth infantry,
one battalion at Fort Lawton, Wash.;
Twenty-first infantry, Vancouver
barracks, Wash.; Twenty-fourth in-
fantry, Fort D, A, Russell, Wyo.;
Thirtieth infantry, Plattsburg bar-
racks, New York; Fifth field artil-
lery, with the exception of one bat-
tery, Fort 8ill, Okla.; three batteries
of the Third fleld artillery, Fort
Myer, Va.

Gen, Funston was advised from

'Mv

000 men now in the southern de- Washington today that $20,000 had
partment, the Breater part on duty in been placed to his credit for the pay-
Texas, New Mexico and Arizona ,ment of the services of guides,
along the Mexican border, who, Gen. scouts, interpreters and other civil-
Funston explained, were needed to lans. Already Gen. Pershing has
guard the frontier. employed many scouts.

l With the exception of four a.ndl The work of the scouts, it was ex-
one-third regiments of infantry, two Pected, would be aided by aviators,
regiments of cavalry and what %X of whom have arrived at Casas
amounts to about a regiment and a Grandes. Lieut. T. R. Brown, who
half of fleld artillery, virtually al fell with his machine in the flight
troops of the regular army are from the border to Casas Grandes,
either already in the border terri-|Was only slightly injured, according
tory and In Mexico, or are in foreign 0 an official report to Gen, Funston.

service. This does not include the| It Wwas stated at Gen. Funston's
coast artillery corps or all engineer |headquarters that no report from
trooph, signal corps companies and |Gen. Pershing regarding the opera-
field hospitals and ambulance com- |tlons against  Villa south of Casas

panies. » ‘|Grandes was recelved today. Unofi-
Regiments left in the United |®ial reports regarding Villa's fight
Btates, exclusivce of these in the|With Carranza forces at Cruces and

Namiquipa south of Galeana, were
vague and contradictory. Whether
the American column of cavalry ad-
vancing southward on the trail lead-
ing to Cruces encountered Villa was

southern department and Mexico or
In foreign service, are:

Becond cavalry, Fort Ethan Allen,
Vt.; Fifth cavalry, Fort Sheridan,
Fort Myer, Va., and For. Leaven-

worth, Kan.; Third infantry, Madi-

-

but a guess at headquarters.
|
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NUGUSTA SWEPT BY FLAN

Vol. XLII. No.1l..

Twerity-one Blocks of City Wiped Out
With Loss Estimated at $10,000,000.

Fire Sterted in Dyer Building and, Fanned by
Swept Down Broad Street causlng Terrible
Other Cities of South Caroling and Georgia Rushed Aid
to Stricken City—Three Thousand Left Homeless.

Strong Wiad,
Devastation—

Augusta, Ga., March 23.—A con-
flagration' which has aiready resulted
in an estimated loss of $8,000,000 to
$10,000,000 is sweeping Augusta and
at 1 o'clock in the morning is still
burning flercely. Fanned by a wind
blowing in a southeasterly direction
the flames swept through hetween 20
and 36 city blocks destroying dozens
of business bulldings and rendering
thousands homeless. The fire started
about 6:16 p. m. in the rear of a store
on the first floor of the Dyer buliding,
one of the city’s principal office build-
inga. Tenants-of the bullding barely

‘young women who attended & bus-
Tess college on the fifth floor  were
torced to come dmnrompunt
Inrll ot thnlr lives, 5
“The Augusta fire department, “with
every available engine, was on the]
scene withip lees than three miniites
after the alarm was turned in  and
seding that the. Dyer building  was
dbomed, dlmud its efforts towarad:
saving the Unlon Savings Bank build-
lnsumutho street. The fire, in the
munﬂmt. had swept acrdes- Eighth
mttrom the rear of the Dyer bulld-
m bma burnln; Cotton row
eré thouquuls of bales were stor-
od. - The Mu began to eat thelr
why through ‘the warehouses, attack-
uthn'rnhhuhlthnhool and then
swept wnm Bmd street. The fire-
mn l;u hpt the namu from the
Uriton Bavinga bank building from the
nmbqwqaphtmnmww
ing was 8 frow . the m tbhv
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Postal’ tlhluph buflding, the Augusta

bulldlu and 'rho Chronicle and Em-
pire buildings, the latter two modern
office bulldings were gutted.

" As the flaines were uncontrollable at
7 o'clogk, an’ aPpéal wag sent to other
oitiés tor aid. “Atlanta, Macon, Sa-
vahnah, Columbla. and Waynesboro
were called on. Waynesboro arrived
at 10 o'¢lock and Columbia one
‘hour later. Nothing seemed to
be able to check the flames {in
the path which the wind direct-
ed them and they destroyed ap-
proximately 15,000 bales of cot-
ton valued at nearly $1,000,000. The
Tubman high school bullding was a
total loss, as was the Southern rallway
freight depot. The fire burning the
north side of Broad on the 700 block
down to the Citizens & Southern bank
building, this granite structure acted
28 a barrier to the further progress
of the flames and they swept behind
it. The Citizens & Southern, Planters
Loan & Savings and Georgia Railroad
banks were saved on the 700 block.

The entire section of the city north
of Broad and east of Eighth streets
seemed to be doomed though the fire-
men fought vallantly to save many
of the bulldings and succeeded in
saving some.

On the 400 and 200 blocks of Broad,
Reynolds and Bay streets, practically
all the residences were destroyed.
Lower Broad is one of the most ex-
clusive residence sections of the city.
The flames crossed Broad on the 400
block and swept down Ellis and then
to Green, burning both sides of lower
Green. Thousands of people were
made homeless and many other thou-
sands are sleeping with their house-
holds furniture piled in the street,
keeping vigil over their property.

S0 far as is known the fire has
caused the 1loss of no lives though
numerous firemen have been burned
and had to go to the hospital. It is
reported, however, that the little child
of Fireman Meredith was burned to
death just as her father rushed in the
house to save her,

The fire is practically wunder con-
trol at 1:30 so0 far as the business
and principal residential seetions are
eoncerned, though it is now raging
near the city limits. It is beimg con-
trolled because it has about Burned
out,

It was estimated at 2 o'clock that
500 homes have been destroyed,
leaving over 3,000 persons homeless.
The fire crossed Broad street at El-

bert street and Is gradually eating its

W
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Herald buildidg, the Commerctf) club |

way Into the residence
city.

One of the larger w
taining 100,000 bales/

7/ :
of the fire zone. I o
Three companies ;, he Nations}
Guard have been / 3 44 out and Are

patrolling the w
At 2:30 o'cl
fire was

Js mornping, ‘the
through the

burning its
‘ential section and
had touched . n street. ‘l‘lnlo”
bave been checked at séveral points
by the Augusta augmented lln\daﬁ
partment.
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ﬂllnﬂonwmch-wom 8 two e
swath through Augusta last night
Yurned itself out early today, lesvis
¢ 1088 of eight million th
thougand homeless and eltht
dred without omplomut. Raliet
work among the homeless wd&,ﬁ
'll‘d HPMIY tomo 'm.w
troops still guarded . the a-nm
area. No death is reported but }
eral ‘wepe ln.'l‘lM. nonﬁly
ing the burned- .district runs ﬁv-
Bighth street to the eastern bound
and is. from two to five blocks, Wid
betwaen fifty and sizty Dblocks bt
wiped out, among. them the bjy
bofldings on ‘the north gide olm
Mt. thrtho
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To Seek Place ﬁiu ‘Now by.
" anle,
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Columblg. March 28 —-Julhu ;
Innis of rlington rw A
notinced his candidacy for oo
from the Sixth congressicnal '
to succeed J. W. Ragedale. of W
ence,

Mr. McInnis is a membor of | ‘lll" ¥
Darlington delegation in the ho*_
of representatives, having led ‘the
ticket in his county in the summer ‘of '
1914, Hehummberotthow
ton bar, having been graduated from
the University of South Caroliuk in.
law last June. ;

Mr. McInnis wasa visitor to Colums
bia yesterday and while hers - mo
the announcement.
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NO CROWN FOB YUAN, '

Resumes Presidency of Chinese Iu-
public,

Peking, March 22.—A state depart-
ment mandate issued tonight an-
nounces the abandonment of the
monarchy. and resumption of thé ree
publie, .

The mandate says the revolution
shows that the demand for & mone .
archical form of government is not
unanimous and that, therefore, Yuan
Shi Kal rejects the emperorship and
resumes the presidency.

The imperial documents, the man<
date adds, will be returned by Yuan
Shi Kai to the state council, which
will reconvene at the senate, prépare
atory to the resumption of the ree
publie.

Hsu Shih Chang, who left the cabe
inet becauss of the monarchical
movement, signed the manddte af
secretary of State, having reentered
the cabinet,

RUSSIANS ATTACKING AUS.
TRIANS, W

Artillery Bombardment of Toutonld
Positions Along Entire Frong,
Vienna, March 23, —Russian artile
lery is bombarding the Teutonic poa
sitions along the entire front, was ofe
ficially announced today. Thé {ine
fantry attacks by the Cszar's troops
are sald to have been repulsed,

To Retain Militia Pay Feature,
Washington, March 23.—The house
voted today overwhelmingly to res
tain militia pay feature of the Hay

bill, ) AR )~




