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Marahon, May 9.—Eight Amer.cans
Who were reported to have been cap-
tured by the bandits are msafe. Carl
Halton, one of the number has arriv-
ed here.

. RBOPEN THE INVESTIGATION.

Washington, D. C., May . 10.—The
senate Judiciary committee has
voted to reopen the investigation of
Louis D. Branduls fitness to be a su-
piame court justice, They will espe-
clally investignto his connection with
proposed merger of the Riker-Hoge-
man drug stores with the United Cigar
stores. The committees will reaume
hearings on Friday. Louls Ldgrett
and George Anderson of Boston have
been subponed as witnesses.

I‘Iomagolu.
‘o this resolution our assocation
h,mmummu. and to

|nothing else. Commissioner McLau-
= |{vin's
-,lmrm heard.

proposition to run for lleutenant
t was no.
acted upon by the association|

“We have up to date avolded en-

[iion 65 salison anoatt th so to+ ae
| Politics affect the preservation of what

We regard ag the industrial
and commercial programme yet un-
dertaken in the South.

“To show that our vequest i{s not
unreasonable, one of the announced
candldates for governor has expressed
‘himself to me as consaldering it noth-
ing but right that the farmers should
have this opportunity to present this
gsreat lssue, and voluntarily sald that
if there was no other way he would

mz give half of his time for that
"

WASHINGTON NEWS SUMMARIZ.
President Sticks to Brandeis—No
‘Americans on Cymric—Americans
Flee From Mexico—No Agrecment

With Obregon.

Washington, May 10.—The White
House denles that Louls Brandels'
nomination will be withdrawn,

Consul Frost at Queenstown re-
ports positively that no Amerlcans
were on the Cymric.

Ambassador Gerard oﬂlelally re-
ports that the German note accept-
ing responsibllity for the .Sussex has
been forwarded. Germany will pun-
ish the commander of the submarine
and pay an indemnity.

The navy department report BAYS
that #1 Americans have been taken
from Mansanillo and Mazatlan on the
West coast of Mexico by the steamer
San Juan for California. The Nation-
al Guard of Hawall has asked for ser-
vice on the Mexican border.

Gen. Scott i1eports that there was
no agreement with Gen. Obregon in
the conference lasting until midnight.
They are conferring again today.

TRANSPORT REPORTED SUNK,

Canadian Troop Ship Sald to Have

Been Destroyed.
Niagara Falls, May 10.—A Hallfax
dispatch reports that a big transport
carrylng Canadian troops to England
has been sunk but the report is not
officlal. Four transports left a week
ago with practically eighteen thousand
troops.
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(DEMIES INSURANGE LIGENSE.

-|Hugh McMaster,

(|do. I don't want to lnjuu any man

.,‘mu to answer all the people writing
|me for directions about- ‘insurance. I

M'MASTER REFUSES OOMMISSION
TO NON-RESIDENT BROKER,

Acta Un}ler Opinion of Attorney Gen-

. eral—Case May Be Brought to Test
Broker's Law of Last Legislature—
Letter From McLaurin on Subject.

Columbla, May 11.—Opinion by
John L. McLaurin, State w;rehoule
commissioner, is that mandamus pro-
ceedings will be brought against Fitz
State Insurance
commissioner, to prohibit compliance
with® an interpretation recently given
by Attorney General Peeples, that
non-resident insurance brokers may
not be licensed under the existing in-
surance regulations in this State. The
question has been brought into prom-
inence by the application of Philip
La Tourette of New York, representa-
tive of Samuel, Cornwall & Stevens.
Mr, McMaster realizes that Mr. La-
Tourette might be the means of re-
leving considerably the stringent sit-
uation relative to the Insurance mud-
dle, but emphasizes that the issuance
of licenses to non-resident brokers is
in violation of the act. Relative to the
application of Mr. LaTourette and the
emupmy he represents, Mr, McLaurin
said:

“I have the pro.mlae of Bnmuel.
Cornwall & Stevens that it this l--
cense is granted they __wl_u take care'
of such business as can not be han-
dled ough- regular channels on ac-
count of the withdrawal of the com-
panies. We are not trying to put
local agents out of business,. only to
take care of what they are unable to

doing a legitimate business, but I do
not propose to allow our pepple to
suffer by reason of a monopory lt I
can hllp it. It is nothing to me per-
sonally or officlally. I am running
the Btate warehouse and. I haven't

which eets a date for'American with-
mm from Mexico. How . the
m conferees are uunnul' 1o+
all proposals the Mexican minster of
war may make while waiting for him
to realizs that the .intertions of' the
Amarican government in: Mexico are
immovable, .

In the meantime Gen. Obregon's
propdsal for a joint troop patrol of
the border is not given serious con-
sideration, although it was reported to
Washington.

The Amgrican o:mhruu. it is sald,
doubt if the de facto government can
muster sufficient forces to form & pa-
trol of the sort outlined and at the
same time carry on its campaign
against the Zapata and Villa forces,

While the stuation is still regarded
as serious here, one circumstance
points to an' easing of the tenson. Al-
though Gen. Funston is urgently need-
ed at Fort Sam Houston, San Antonlo,
to direct the mobilization and disposi-
tion of the additional troops ordered
to the border, Gen. Scott advised
that he remain here for the confer-
ence. It was pointed out that the
American chief of staff hardly would
keep his fellow conferee away from
his headquarters if the situation im-
peratively demanded any important
military preparatons, In the mean-
time, however, Gen. Pershing is sald
to have recelved orders materfially to
lessen his line of communication and
to draw in all scattered detachments.
Colonia Dublan is reported to be the

objective of the northward retliing
columns,

NAVY MEASURE SOON,

Committee Completes Work on  'Bill
Except for the Bullding Programume,
Washington, May 10.—The naval

appropriation bill was completed to-
day by the house committee except for
the bullding increase programme on
Which a vote will be taken May 18,
The draft prepared by the subcom-
mittee was approved without many
changes, Its details already have been
made public, An unsuccessful flaht
was made in the committee against
conferring the rank of admiral on the
chief of operations of the navy wh'le
occupying the office and agalnst the
provision for 16 aldes in that office,

German Attack Repulsed,

Paris, May 11.—-The Germans were
repulsed today on the east bank of the
Meuse near Vaux, A violent bom-
bardment s in progress at Avocourt

Y. "'F? 88 years old yuterdny and spent

i physical -u-nu indefinitely.”
lethr ol’ 'Inlhnnoe Cummh-
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Wér ammm of Mr. Phillp La-

e, who applied for a brokér's’
lidense, sending therewith his  check
for $25 and his bond in the sum of
$5,000, I have to say that uader the
Instructions 'of the attorney geheral
that I should follow the directions of
the statute as to whom I should li-
‘cenise, and advising me tLat I should
decline license on the sole ground that
'Mr, LaTourette is a non-resident of
the State, if no other - ground exists,
and that in case of contest, he, the
attorney general, would represent this
office and present arguments to the
court to sustain the law prescribed by
the legislature. I have to decline to
issue a license to Mr. LaTourette on
the ground that he is a non-resident
of the State.

“In all other respects I find that Mr.
LaTourette comes within the terms
of the law in that he is a well inform-
ed insurance broker, !lcensed as I un-
derstand In the State of New York
for many years, He hus filed the re-
quired bond and I,|1 all other particu-
lars fulfills the donditions of the law.
I realize, too, that it is possible that
Mr. LaTourette might do considerable
towards rellevnhg the present insur-
ance situation in South Carolina as
suggested by yourseif, but I have no
option in the matter and as indicated
above, on the ground that he is a
non-resident of the State, as is pro-
scribed in the last sentence of section
2 of the act providing for the licens-
ing of insurance brokers, I declined
to issue and am returning herewith
Mr. LaTourette's check for $26 and
his bond in the sum of $5,000.”

ENGINEER DISREGARDED SIG-
NALS,

Inter-State  Commerce  Commission
Fixes Blame for Wreck.

Washington, May 11.—The Inter-
State commerce commission blames
Engineer Herbert Hess of the second
section of east bound train 86 for the
New York Central wreck at Ambherst,
Ohio, on March 24, killing 27 and in-
Juring 47. He dlsregarded the sig-
nals.,

Bishopville Wins Game.

Bishopville, May 9.—Bishopville
High School defeated Sumter High

TWO COMPANIES OROPPED.

COLUMBIA AND ELLOREE LOSE
" MILITARY UNITS,

Organizations Failed to Meet Require-
ments of War Department and Fed-
eral Aid Was Withdrawn—Action
Indorsed by Council,

Columbia, May 11.—Gov. Manning
yesterday signed an executive order
mustering out gf service Companies B
and K, Second infantry, located at Co-
lumbia and Blloree. The action of the
Eovernor was upon the recommenda-
tion of the military council which
met in Columbia several days ago.

Said Gov. Manning: “It is a matter

of extreme regret that it becomes nec-
essary for me to issue the executive
order mustering out these two comy/
panies. I am deeply interested in th
National Guard of South Carolina, n.i

has withdrawn {ts support. :

“In addition to this, the military
council of South Carolina, after go-
ing over the recommendations of the
war department, in their report to
me, recommended that these com-
paniea be  mustered out -of service
It then became my duty to approve
this recommendstion.

“I deem it of importance that the
National Guard of South Carolina be
maintained at all times at the very
highest state of efficiency, and this
action is in the interest only of ef-
ficiency in the National Guard,”

The following executive order was
issued: :

““The military council of South Car-
olina having recommended that Com-
panies E and K, Second South Caro-
lina infantry, be mustered out of the
service of the State on account of
their faflure to comply with the’ re-
quirements for efficlency - prescribed
by the war. department, and' said
council having based their recommen-
dluon upon tho report. of the inspec-

m the ‘llhr from the oﬂg.mmdou

eral of South Carolina, dated April
18, 1918, in which letter it is stated:

“‘Companies E and K having been
on probation since the last annual in-
spection, are not considered as having
shown sufficient improvement to war;
rant their retention in service, and
recognition thereof has been with-
drawn by the war department dating
from April 18, 1916."

“It appears to me that the recom-
mendation of the military council is
warranted by the facts, and that the
best interests of the National Guard
of this State make it necessary that
the companies above mentioned
should be disbanded. The adjutant
general of South Carolina will at once
issue the necessary orders for the
mustering out of these companies.”

i

COAST ARTILLERY FOR SERVICE,

Hleven Conpa.nlu Ordered ¥rom
Army Posts on Gulf and Atlantic
Coasts.

Washington, May 9.—Eleven compa-
nies of coast artillery stationed at
Gulf and Atlantic coast posts were or-
dered to San Antonio, Texas, tonight,
to serve as Infantry with the border
patrol,

Secretary Baker announced the de-
cislon to draw upon the coast argllery.
virtually the only available regular
troops left north of the border, after
a conference at the war department
late tonight. He said no post would
be left without a sufficient garrison.

The secretary also formally an-
nounced the orders for the movement
to San Antonio of the five batteries of
the Fifth field artlllery at Fort Sill,
Okla. He sald three batteries of the
Third field artillery at Tobyhanna, Pa,
had been ordered helr in readiness for
border service If necessary. The coast
artillery companies ordered out are:

127th, Galveston; 164th, New Or-
leans; 20th and 77th, Pensacola, Fla;
74th, Savannah, Ga.; 31st, Fort Cas-
well, N, C.; 41st and 69th, Fort
Oglethorpe, Ga.; 112th, Delaware Riv-
er, Forts Dupont, Delaware and
Mott; 103d, Fort Howard, Md. and
1456th, Charleston, S. C,

Secretary Baker said these orders
did not result from any new reports
from the border, but were contemplat-
ed in the decision early todsy to rc-

School here this afternoon, 9 to 0, in
the declding game of the series. The
pitching of Carnes and the heavy hit- |
ting of Montgomery for the locals, |
were the features. The locals execut-
ed four double plays. Batterles:
Bishopville, Carnes and Scarborough;

wood. There is a lull elsewhere,

Sumter, Purdy and Edwards,

Inforce Gen. Funston's patrol.

Turks Raid Port Sald.
Constantinople, May 11,—Several
Turkish aeroplanes successfully
bombarded the Port Said dry dock
and oil tanks on April 25, it is ofMicial-
ly announced.
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DECREASE [N WINTER WHEAT.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
MAKES REPORT.
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Severc Weather Has' OCaused Abame
Crop—Acreage is Smaller, ,a'
PR e
Washington, May 8,—Almost h'l >
a billfon bushels is the winter w
forecast for this year by the depart- |
ment of agriculture in its May crop .
report. That is 156,000,000 bmﬁ
less than harvested last year, whn
a record crop was gathered in ﬁt"i
United States, but the crop this year
i erowing onnmmmm—_ﬁ
. .nd the severe winter caused &
o Y abandonment of the acreage’ ,a
5 ited last fall. In all, 4,236,000
5 ps were abandoned, leaving tﬂ_:
& [vest 33,030,000 acres, which i

J

£ 133,000 acres less than huvmﬁf
am anxious that it be maintained/ S st year. | :
the highest state of efficiency at & “Present conditions of growth ll'l "
times. @ poorest in the central gvoup.of M X
“It seems that the two comps <  States where winter killing was most .
referred to have not been &b J |gsevere, the conditions ranging M
meet the requirements of the wr *|23 per cent. below the 10 year w :
partment, and the federal gover , 2 y

Iowa,” the department roboﬂbl.
Montana and Washington the ¢
tion is 11 below the 10 year ave:
“The Atlantic coast crop is
erally fdir to good. "l'he ne
over the condition figure et 'h’.l
cent. last month is due
elimination of the .W lﬂh
age from consideration in W‘
ing the present term. [ "' (8
“The Hesslan fly, reported as e
tive in many sections’ MM is
seemingly so much in aﬂdm m-
tion is made of the mum:
green bug in north centrhl ‘Oklahomui,
but the parasites of tlﬂn m
present also and it is homd
the damage it might m do.
The winter wheat crop ﬂlh
promises to yleld 499,280, ‘”
the : department of
nounced today,

output ‘will' probably “”
low those: figures ling
chnlb ‘in, oonul!ﬂm f_ m

_”‘,a!vf- .

winter wheat crop um' :
this country and with &
540,000,000 bushels made
cember before the crop
winter from ' which it er
rather poor condition, -hoirlﬂul
cline of 9.4 points compared
ten year average decline “ .‘
points. On the crop’s condition.
1 a forecast of 495,000,000 %
was made by the bureau of 3
mates, assuming average m
ment of acreage and average 4“'--'
ences on the crop to harvest timé, - I
The area of winter wheat :t8 be''
harvested is estimated at wbout
33,020,000 acres as a result of the
May 1 canvass. The area plantéd last
fall was 37,256,000 acres, a d
of 4,756,000 acres from the .m%
area of the 1915 crop and |
with a yearly average of u.nl.m
acres in the preceding five years. =
The condition of winter wheat on %
May 1 was 82.4 per cent. of & L,
compared with 78.3 on April 1 last,
92.9 on May 1 last year and 87.5, the ,
ten year May 1 average. That con-
dition is indicative of a yleld of 161 £
bushels an acre, compared with 18.2 "i
bushels harvested last year, and 1§ 4
bushels in 1914, 0
Details of the May report show: l
Rye—Condition 83.7 per cant. of ;
a normal, compared with 478 on
April 1 last, 93.3 on May 1 last year,
and 90.6 the 10 year May 1 avefage.
Meadow (hay) Iand-—cob‘lthi
88.4 per cent. of a normal, compared
with 89.8 on May 1 last year and II.C
the 10 year May 1 average. é
Hay—S8tocks of hay on farmB Itw 4
‘é

d
N

1 are estimated at 11,049,000 tonl. or
13 per cent. of last year's
against 8,468,000 tons, or 1!.1 per
cent .on May 1 last year, and 8 1”.- 5
000 tons, or 12,1 per cent., the M "‘
year May 1 average. <3
Pastures—-Condition 85.2 per cént. i
of a normal, against 87.2 on May 1 -3
last year, and 85.9, the 10 year May 1
1 average. |
Spring Plowing—Was 70.4 per oent.
completed up to May 1, oomplﬂd l
with 78,3 ‘on May 1 last year;:
68.6, the 10 year May 1 averll!. ’
cent. completed up to May 1, g
pared with 65.3 on May 1 last m
and §5.9, the 10 year May 1 avers
age.
Chicago, May 10,—The strikers are
increasing in number. It is belloved
today’s total will be twenty-five thou-
sand cutters and trimmers in garment
shop workers, fifteen thousand ate
now striking, No settlement is expects

. - R

Spring  Planting—Was 50?
ed soon. e l
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