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~#alk to their other acquaintances about

“Thomas and the hope they entertained

smever once betrayed the fact that they
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BATTLE IN A TREE.

How Bold Robin Rgdbreast Van-
quished His Enemy.

"[Copyright, 1497.)

They were a very devoted couple just
mt this time, though 1 have reason to
(believe that nt other seasons of the
year they nagged at one another o good
bit, like other husbands and wives, He
was o handsome fellow, and as for
her she was as fond and affectionute
ma a lovesick little robin redbreast ran
Be. They had built and furnished their
house in the topmost branches of the
coaly tree in our street, close to my
wtudy window—a poplar—and I enjoyed
:chmlld view of their honeymooning,

of his kindnesses nnd courtesy to
her—behavior which made me smile
as coming from him, because it was so
wery unlike him as he was for 11
mmouths or so of the year, Well, they
built what nppeared to be a satisfac-
tory home from their own point of
wiew, and chirped and congratulated
one another endlessly over the accom-
plishment. Soon after it was finished
mhe laid au egg therein, and presently
another; then a third und a fourth, and
X think a fifth,

Then there came a time of compara-
tive quiet; there was less ehirping and 4
idle conversation, She sat and dozed
on her eggs as he did much the sume
wpon the garden paling, or on an adju-
«cat branch of the poplar, or anywhere
that cnme, looking deeply dejected. Oc-
easionally when she left the house In
order to get a bit of dinper or break-
fast, he would go and sit on the edge
of the neat, and sometimes hopped in
and fussed around, and kept poking the
eggs with his beak, turning them over
and over und gloating over them in a
way which displeased the missus, seem-
dugiy’

At lnst the eggs hatched and a busy
time began; a time of inpumerable ex-
greditions on the part of both parents,
fornging expeditions to every point of
2ha compass; a time of funny noises
Arom tiny, unseen personalities among
the straws which formed their home: a
bad time for the worms and such like
game, for the youngsters were vora-
«ious and insatinble and kept their
marents on the move all day and every

About a week after the hatching of
“the eggs, Thomas, the eat from No. 15,
«down thisx row, began to take an in-
derest in the family. He had, appar-
wntly, made his calculations as to the
hatching of those eggs, having watched
the parent birds at their honeymoon-
ing, und, probably, taken a note of the
date of the laying. When the young-
sters were a week or so old, Thomas
;gave up all his other engngements in
.ordet to come and lie in my gardeh and
sgraze up into the poplar tree, and blink,
dieking his lipa at intervals. During
this time nothing coulil sedueo Thomas
frow this fascinating occupation. His
driends would come over the wall und
spenk to him, and try to wean him
from the contemplation of the rohin's
mest, but he took no notice of them, he
Shadn't time; his calculations were too
:absorbing, It was so difficult, you sce,
#o decide as to the exact age at which
/& young robin has attained his high
wvater mark of succulency.

8o Thomas' friends wounld come and
shake their heads over him and go and

the deplorable falling away of dear

that he might still recover his lost
;ground when he should have got over

vthat unfortunate craze of his. Someof | P%

the community Inughed consumedly

CLOBE TO MY WINDOW.

over this phase of Thomus' carcer; they
ssld they conld not help recalling what
happened to Eliza—another member of
b gociety—a couple of years ngo, when
ahe took to bird hunting, She had
smade a bid for the season’s brood of
“this very couple of robins and bad
fared badly at their hands—or heads;
it bad been a killing wight, they sald—
&illing! It might Le there would ben
;r:ul.l:l. spectacle on this occasion, it

renlly Intended to make a bid
ifor the youngsters up aloft,

Thomas certainly did intend to do so.
“Kle wns only waiting until the proper
imomeat; there wns plenty of time!
Every day, every hour, added ita quota
of succulent bird flesh to the already
xotund little bodles in the next! Ha,
ha! the time would soon arrive! it was
mearly herel

Mr, und Mrs. Robin took no notice
‘whatever of Thomas—indeed, they

and blinked up at their happy domestle
home and ealculated and licked his
I!pe all day long., I thought it odd that
these devoted parents should feel no
anxiety as to the proceedings of
Thomas. To me it seemed clear that
his intentlons were far from being
honorable; yet these optimistie people
either disregarded him altogether, or—
if they observed his presence at all—
desired to show their contempt for his
machinations by pretending to be una-
ware of his existence,

But presently the little speckle-
breasted boys nnd girls had nearly
grown out of the parental mansion;
they would take to fiying soon; their
fat little bodies were as succulent and
deliclons as they would ever be, and
Thomas knew that4he time had come
for his climb. Thomas knew very well
what had befallen Elian. 8he had beon
foolhardy. Eliza had rushed the tking,
and had been detected and ignomini-
ously sent home by a combined attack
of the enemy. Thomns intended to act
with diseretion and intelligence.

One morning Mr. Robin had Jeft the
premises upon a foraging expedition.
Mrs. R— had abaented berself upon n
similar enterprise: the time had come.
Thomas crept, snakelike, along the

wards—and it made hfin quite giddy,
so high had he climbed. Also his paws
and muscles generally were strained
and weary, uud the devil, in the shape
of Mr. Robin, sat and yawned and
watched him, as though with indif-
ference, though with o very nasty look
llb_out the eye, up above, Thomas
blinked and his ears lay back on his
head with rage and fear, and his back
tried to arch, but falled by reason of
his uncomfortable attitude, which did
not lay itselt out for arching; and
Thomas opened his mouth to swear or
say his prayers, and I cannot say for
certain which, becouse no sound came,

Mr. Iobin allowed Thomas to thor-
oughly enjoy his position for a minute
or iwo; then he called up his wife.
“Come on, missus,”" he eried, “and you
sholl see some fun; I have Thomas, the
cat, on toast; no hurry!™ or words to
that effect. Mrs. Robin arrived at
once and sat down to watch, and |
verily believe tho five little ones popped
t!tmlr heads out of the nest and watched
also.

Mr, Robin now took the fleld, He
quletly left his bough and poised him-
self in air close to Thomns' distracted
person. Thomas rudely spat at him
and viclously struck nt him with one

THOMAS FOUND HIS VOICE.

grass of the lawn, looked up the pop-
Inr, blinked, opened his mouth without
speaking, and jumped four or five feet
up the long bare trunk of the tree. At
the same instant Mr. Robin pere ar-
rived on the scene. He darted quickly
in from the opposite side, so that the
trunk was between Thomus and him-
self, and settled himself quietly upon a
branch, whence he could see all that
ssed.

The cat Thomas, ignorant of the
proximity of danger, clung on to the
trunk like grim death and hauled him-
self up a few feet. Mr. Robin, su-
premely ignorant of the circumstance,
interested himself in a feather far
away under his wing; he worked hard
to find the feather, pulling it out at
lnst, and letting it float out of his benk.

Thomas clung on to the tree trunk,
all the claws of all his feet being requi-
sitioned for the exertion, and stared
up ot the nest, gathering strength for a
rush. Mr. Robin yawned and pretend-
ed to be deeply interested in the fo-
linge of the poplar, which, of course,
formed no portion of his real diet,
though he picked at it now and nibbled
n little, for effect. He did this in case
Thomas should have caught sight of
him, in order that Thomns might, in
that case, suppose that his own move-
ments had mot been observed. The
bare trunk of the poplar was a long
one, you see, and Mr. Robin was anx-
jous that Thomas should not be alarmed
before he had reached an elevation
which would suit the plans he bad laid
out. As a matter of fact Thomas had
not seen him at all, up to now.

At length the nssossin—the would-be
assassin—took a long breath, blinked
twice or thrice, and scrambled about
20 feet higher up the tree. Then he
stopped to rest. Mr. Robin yawned
again, spat out the leaf he was pretend-
ing to eat, chucked concenlment to
the winds and his own round body Into
the alr, and flopped down upon the
branch mearest to Thomas' head; to
the unutterable disgust of that dishon-
est individual, who thus found himself
suddenly in an extremely swkward po-
sition between the devil and the deep
whom he rather resembled just now,
sea—AMr. Robin representing the devil,
and the drop of nearly 30 feet the deep

sea.
Thomas looked upwards and per-
ctived u climb of 15 feet, nt least, to

pew be wus there, though Thowas lay

the uearest bough; be looked down-

of his front paws, which he unfastenea
from the bark of the tree for the pur-
pose. This nearly lost him his hold
and he quickly grabbed the trunk
again and spat freely. Then Mr. Robin
delivered his main attack. He swooped
at Thomas and dug his businesslike
beak Into his head and his body; onee,
twice and a third time he repeated his
blow, and Thomas found his voiee and
rummaged his vocabulary for all the
worst things it contained.

But hard swearing did not save
Thomas. He could not hit Mr. Robiu
back, because he knew that if he did
he must let go his hold and fall to the
earth. Nevertheless he did strike at
Mr. Robin, for that hero had nimed a
fourth and a fifth shot at him, ond the
attack was painful, ns well as dangerous
to the eyesight. Thomas flashed his
wicked green orbs at the enemy—swore,
spat and struck out at him, The inev-
ituble happened, of course. Thomas
fell.

A baffled, benten, dejected cat was
Thomas as he crept ncross the lawn,
accompanfed by Mr. Robin, who was
now joined by his Indy; and over the
paling into No. 4 he went, and across
No. 4 garden and Into No, 3, still jeered
at and insulted by his escort, and there
I lost might of the party. What sanc-
tuary the defeated one sought I do not
know; but this I know—that I saw no
more of Thomas for many days, and
when he did return his countenan
wore that chastened exprassion which
is assumed by those who have seen the
error of their wicked ways and have
made good resolutions for the future.

As for the little Robims, they grew
up in peace, and in peace they took
thelr ultimate departure, whither I
know not.

It was after the departure of these
birde and their heroic parents that
Thomas reappeared In soclety,

A Close Caloulsation.

When the notorious Lueger, whose
platform was the extinction of the Jews
of Vienna, was up for election as bur-
gomaster of that town a poor Jew took
a bribe of a couple of florins to vote for
him. “God wiil frustrate him," said the
plous Jew, *“Menuwhile, 1 have hia
money."—Household Words.

Suicide in ireland,
Ireland, with a ‘r:puhuon of 4,704,
000, has one of the amallest suicide
rates in Europe—only ten to the million,

WOMAN AND HOME.

HOW TO POLISH SILVER.

Dear friends, a tale I'll tell (though per
haps you know it well),
How to polish up the silver till it shines.
Without labor when you're tired, house-
keoper or help that's hired,
I will tell you about it in these lines.

Peel potatoes three or four—though If
small you might peel more—
Bol;tlum just about three-quarters of an
our;
While they're bolling add some salt, or the
whole will be In fault,
And your temper turned from sweet to
awlul sour,

Take a tarnished silver mug, spoon or
sugar bowl, or jug,
Put :‘I:I.n in and let them boll a little
while;
When you take them out you'll find that
the tarnish stayed behind,
And thelr brightness, I am sure, will
make you smilé.
—Good Housekeopling.
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INFANT'S CLOTHING.

Mahy Execellent Reform Designs
Have Neen Hzxhibited Recently.

A great many designs have been
brought before the world of mothe's
for infants’ clothing. Beveral of these
deserve full approval, as from ahygie o
point of view they possess double the
value of the old-fashioned patierns.
Particularly Is this reformatizn to be
commended in the exclusicii of thelinen
day shirt for the vest of finest hand-
knitted or wozen wool. The former tiny
gorment is no doubt pretty and dainty

BABY'S FLANNEL WRAPPER.

in appearance, but its comfort is much
to be questioned. The woven vest may
be described as an Ideal shirt, as it con-
tains the minimum of weight with the
maximum of warmth. Itssilky smooth-
ness is comfortable to the tender akin,
and it never falls into the chafing rucks
and wrinkles of ite linen companion,
The design for the long flannel is a
thoroughly comfortable one. It is made
with a little straight bodiee cut from
one piece of flanpel and nicely ornéd-
mented with a trellis work of fine coral
stitching worked in white working silk,
which stitching olso is carried around
the rest of the bodice, giving a pretty
effect. The armholes are merely hol-
lowed out and secured by narrow straps
of flannel. The entire bodice is bound
with white lute ribbon. The depth of
this little bodice when made should be
five inches, the width about twenty-g
five inches, this allowing for a:
comfortable wrap over in front, the:
points at the back fastening neatly with
silk strings. The akirt of the flannel
is merely astraight picce some 25 inches
in length and about 41 in width.—Chica~
go Chroniele. e

. BRUSHING THE TEETH,

The Proper Way in Whieh to Perform
This Important Operation,

The upper teeth should be brushed
downward and the lower teeth upward
from the gums. Do not brush the teeth
crossways, as they are apt to become
loosened and the gums will also suffer,
The inside of the teeth should be
brushed in the same way, Tepid water
is the best to use both for cleansing 1be
teeth and rinsing the mouth out after-
ward.

The tooth brush should be emall and
curved, so that the bristies can get in
all the interstices of the teeth. It should
not be too bard, and, when & new tooth-
brush is purchased, it should be soaked
in water for several hours before using.
1t the brush is dried on a towel after
being used, and stood up on end in the
air, it will last much longer. Tooth-
brushes should never be kept in closed
receptacles.

Tooth powder should be chosen with
great discretion, For general uss the
following will be found a very good
powder: Mix together balf an ounce
of powdered bark, a quarter of an
cunce of myrrh, oue drachm of cam-
phor and one ounce of prepared chalk.

Another simple recipe ia as follows;
Add two ounces of eamphorated chalk,
two drachms of fine powdered
borax, half an ounce of powdered orris-
root and ball & drachm of powdered
myrrh; mix the ingredients thoroughly
together and keep the powder in a stop-
perd bottle.—San Francisco Chronicle.

The Csarina's Corenet.

1t is said by the authorities on jewels
and jewelry that the coronet of the
Rusalan empresa s the most beautiful
collection of diamonds ever gathered in
one ornament. It is composed of four
very large dinmonds of the purest wa-
ter and 18 others of slightly smaller
size, together with a multitude of lesser
diamonds of exquisite water. The flash
of these beautiful gems reminds the ob~
server of a collection of rainbows.  °

—Canon Owen, the newly-appointed
bishop of 5. David's, isa Welsh-speak-
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DRESSMAKING AN ART,

Pertect Fitting of a Gown
Uareful Thought and Study.

The day hus come when dressmakers
can and do look upon their calling as
u profession that commands respect.
They are now rightfully termed art-
icts, and are just us much entitled to
the name of artist as the men and wom-
en who create lifellke statues from
marble, or who with pencil and colors
reproduce nature with master strokes,
providing she does the work conscien-
tiously, with careful thought and
study, with always a regard for tha
eternal fitness of things.

No class of women anywhere has ac-
complished as much and made as much
progress with so littie help ns have the
dressmakers. Artists, doctors, law-
yers and people in all professions have
recouzss to libraries whose shelves are
fiied with books containing valuable
information and assistance in their
line, but there Is & curious dearth of
literature on subjecis useful to either
the professional or nmateur dress-
maker.

While we have many American and
forcign fashion journals sufficiently
versatile and fetching in their styles of
fabric and details of cut in dress, there
is nothing to tell how to cut, fit, baste
erd sew, or the whys and wherefores of
doing certain things in certain ways
to obtain the best results, Dressmak-
ers are prone to selfishness, and keep

cod points they may discover in their

ine to themselves, while in other pro-
fessions more liberality isshown in this
particular, and new 1deas are published
and tprenv.’l broadeast for the good of all
interested in the same line of thought
and study. Until this narrow-minded-
ness is overcome, and dressmuokers be-
cume more altruistic, they will Jabor st
a disadvantage, :

Many women who have talent for
creating bundsome, etylish and weil-
fitting gowns are denied the opportu-
nity of showing their ability in this
line, all for the want of opportunity to
educate their propensities, and a friend-
ly, sympathetic band of encourage-
ment from those whose knowledge Ia
zafficient to lead the less fortunate.
Dressmaking, when not properly un-
derstood, means the hardest and most
wearing drudgery in which & woman
can eogage. Dut, properly studied,
und practiced accordingly, it Is made
comparatively easy and very remu-
nerative.~Mary K. Howard, in Wom-
on's Home Companion.

THE SHELL CRADLE.

Deantiful Novelty That Is Used for
May as Well an Sleep.

Babies should be healthy, for there
were never 50 many things made for
their health and comfort. The new-
est of these is a shell cradle, that can be
used for play as well as for sleep.

This cradle is all in one piece, the
material being either silver plate or
white metal. There are solid silver
shells for the goldspoon baby and
aluminum shells for mothers that
want a very light cradle, one that is easy
to lift from room to room.

The shell is hung from two rods, one
at either end. Its pivot is such that it
swings at a touch. When baby is awake
he can amuse himself by swaying his

eradle back and forth. A wire frame.
work su the canopy, which is of
lace upheld by metallic cupids. The lnce
;:: be drawn entirely over the sleeping
.
Wicker clothes baskets can be used in
the same way, but a carpenter must be
employed tofastenthebasketstotheup-
rights, or baby will be startled from his
slumber by a fall. Cradles of metal are

best because they can be kept thorough-

Democrat,
Grow Your Own Parsley.
Plant a box of and placs it on
s window sill. You have no idea how

many pennies may be saved by having
parsley growing in the house. Thyme
may also be planted for kitchen decors~

:

ing Welshman,
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