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A LBTTER ABOUT KLONDIE

A Telephone Line From Haines
Mission to Dawson Qity.

Our Correspondent, Mr. Sammons,
Says Those Who Go Into the
Klondike Before February
Will Be Disappolinted.

Tacoma, Wasu., Nov, 14, *97.

And now the transporiation people
are saying 200,000 people will go to
the new Alaska gold digglogs next
spring. That would mean 50,000 per
month for February, March, April and
May. Therefore about 200 steamers
carrying 260 people each would be re-
quired, provided each made u round
trip monthly. Alveady there are fully
lifty steamers in the service and during
the past week fifteen new ones, inv-
cluding several of the Inrgest Atlantie
Ocean liners, have been engaged for
during the Klondike rush. BSev-
eral of the new companies that will
go 10to the water transportation busi-
ness have been organized in New
York, Philudelphia and Chicago. But
other cities are represented, including
some Nobraska, Missouri aod New
York state poiots. The demand for
lumber to build steamers for ocean
and river travel has alveady become a
feature of local trade and the ship
yards are as busy as & bee-hive when
the bees are about Lo swarm.

Cousidering the immouse shipping
business alregdy done en Puget Sound
the sight during the next few months
when scores of new steamships and
sailing vessels are belog loaded, will
be n sight to behold.  Already steam-
ers aod salling crafis come to Puget

~ | Sound from all paria of. the world aad

carry away lumber, shingles, brick,
lath, sash and doors, flour, paper,
wheat, conl and salmon lo the four
corners of the world. The leading

t:50 | Dewspapers in the cities of the Sound

print a weekly (able each Monday
morning showing where these vessels
are, what they are loading, and for
what port they are bound. Yesterday
mornlng the Seattle Post-Intelligencer,
in its table, reported twenty ships and
steamers ut Tacoma snd five at Seattle
loading and discharging cargoes. At
Tacoma, where the vessels are thick-
est, the reone is already one of futense
interest. At Limes it is possible to see
vessels loading simultaneously for
China, Japan, Alaska, SBouth America,
Culiforvin and Oregou, Atlantic States,
Eugland, Franes, Central Ameériea,
Australia and the Hawalian Islands.
With tbe addition of the many mag-
nificent steamships that: are to join
the Puget SBound fleet from the Atlan-
tio sea board, the picture presented tp
the Klondikers as they come and go
will be oue of & veritable water car-
pival.

L] L] -

While it Is frue that many Klondike
companies are being orgauized for the
promotion of Impractieable schemes,
devoid of capital or backing, it is
nevertheless true that the legitimate
companies alvendy in the field through-~
out the country for the one purpose of
trunsporting peopls to the Klondike
region by water represent an nctoal
iuterested capital of $15,000,000. Tn
live of the largest of the stenmers the
Cramp shipbuilders will be interested
and the beadquarters for Lhese vessels
will be at Tacomn while plying on the
Pacifle comats.

Transportation is one of the great
problems conuected with tbe rush to
Klondike. Many of the best minds
in the eountry nre at work sn its solu-
tion,  Obo day last week no less Lhan
five of the general passenger agonts
of rallronds in the United States
called at the Klondike Burean at Tueco-
ma.  Among the unmber were John
Sebustian, of the Clileago, Rock 1sl-
and & Pacilic railway, 8. K. Haooper,

Jof the Denver & Rio Grande, F. A.

Wadlelgh, of the Rio Grande & West-
o “We know all about ruilroading
lldt.l‘!‘ enre of tha crowd,” wahd
[ Mr. Sebastian, the spokéstiin of owy
of the parties, “bul wo do nut know
everything about your steambopts,
We are just now getting out uew fuld-

3
:m:ﬂ malled free. Ad.
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ody Co.. or New York

evs aud maps for tbe Klondike Iml-
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ness, and we must have the Iatest and
best informatien."
L] L] .

But the rallroad and steamsbip men
are not the only hustlers in sustaiving
communication with the Klondike.
The electricians are at work and »
telephone line trom Haines Mission to
Dawson Uity is the lutest, A. C.
Sands, of this city, is veady to build a
telephone line from Dyea to Lake
Beonett over the Chilkoot Pass and
for the more serious work of reaching
Dawson City on the *phone” all of
next summer will be gizen up by the
telephove companies. The long dis-
tance line will traverse the Dalton
trail, striking the Yukon at Fort Sel-
kirk, For over 200 miles the poles
for this line will have to be set io
grotnd that never thaws. Some peo-
ple bave curious idens about how the
boles should be dug. Some experi-
enced contractors cootend that the
hole for each pole will have to be
“barned down' the same as the Klon-
dike miner burns the frozen earth to
reach bed-rock—by burning wood on
top of the frozen ground, thus thaw-
ing four to six loches of earth by
each flire. Superintendent Sands
states, however, that a vumber of fine
steel crowbars will be vaed and a small
portable forge will be taken along
with the construction gang Lo sharpen
the bars. Theholes will baveto besunk
between three and four feet, and the de-
mauds for positions on the construction
gang ave very numerous, innsmuch as
those who thus seek employment hope
to use the telephone pole. holes for
prospecting purposes. Each hole will,
in & measure, be a prospect hole, and
mny result in the discovery of many
vew gold Helds.

At noy rate by npext summer we
may expect to be able to introduce
the ‘*hello girl” at Dawson City, The
telephone people will not introduse
the telegraph businesa over their 1l

are ln the twlephone bunsln
and, therefore, opponents of the tele-

graph companies.
L

i
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Telegraph Creek, at the head of
navigation on the Stickeen trall route,
is a covstant reminder of the attempt
to reach Europe via s telegraph lne
backed by American capital. Those
who are thinklng about the Klondike
aod examiniog the maps of that coun-
try have, no doubt, noted tuat there is
a place on the map numed Telegraph
Creek. There is vothing up therve to
indicate that the place should be so
uamed, but by delving into the history
of telegraphy in this country the facl
is brought out that when Cyrus Fleld
was being called a lunatic for boom-
ing the Atlnutic cable project, arrange-
ments were made ‘o build an overland
line via Alaska to Siberia and Europe.
Gaogs of moen had the work well
under way when the Atlantic eable
proved a success and Cyrus Fleld was
beralded & genius. One of the points
visited by the construotion gaogs was
A point on the Slikeen river now known
as Telejgraph Creek.

L] L] L]

Bome of the miners who are going
iuto the Kiondike country in advance
of the rush are to go by way of the
Stickeen river and Telegraph Creek.
Those who go beforo February 1 will
meet with disappointment. I have
carefully investignted all of the routes,
and while it is true that tha Stickeen
river freezes over above a polot where
the tide does not dislodge the ice, it is
also trae that it is impossible to make
headway until the heavy fall of snow
Is melted sufliciently during the day
form at night,
On this erust good headway can be
wade. It isalso true that while, as a
rule; only from 18 inches to three fest
of snow fulls in the Interior of Alnska
during the winter, a six to eight foot
full is frequently . exporienced near the
const,

About 200 miners who believed they
enull proveed us soon ns the snow fell
at Telograpk Creek went thero a
mouth ago, hut they will bave to re-
maio there until February 1 unless
ussisted over the trall by wen who are
to work all winter preking in supplies
and material for w saw mill sud stenm-
Lsais for the headwaters of the Yukoo.
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A set of morull has risen who be-
lieve that trath is not a printed specn-
Iation but a practieal fact.

We should ponder the particular
characteristics which are needed to
encounter manfully atl failuves ia lite,
and secure from them whatever benefit
they are capable of bestowiog, for
these are very different from the qual-
ities which enable a man to ride trinm-
phantly on the tide of success.

The Hicks 148 Almanac and *aper.

We are informed that the 1898 Al-
manno of Prof. Irl R. Hicks is now
ready, and judging from its past his-
tory, it will not be many weeks
finding its way ioto homes and oftices
all over Aweriea. It is much larger
and finer than any previous issue. It
contains 116 pages, Is eplendidly
printed and illustrated ou fine book
paper, baving the finest portrait ever
givan of Prof.-Hicks. - It can no longer
be demied that the publications of
Prof. Hicks have become a neccasity
to the family and commercial life of
this couatry. His jouroal, **Worp
AXD Works, aside from its storm,
weather and astronomical fealures,
bas taken rank with the best literary,
scientific and tlﬁll)' magazines of the
nge. Do pot’ belleve hearsay and re-
ports. Bee the Hicks Almanac and

per for yourself. You will then
Luuw why thgy are so popular. Thoy
are educators of the milliens, and op-

rivaled safe to property and
human  life. Is matter of simple
record that Hicks has foretold

for many years all great storms, floods,
drouths and tornadoes, even the recent
terrible drouth over all the country.
The Almanac alons is 25 csnts » copy.
The paper 4 $1 = year with the
Almaune as n premiom.  Send to
WORD AND WORKS PUB. CO.
2201 Looust 8¢t.. 8t Louis, Mo.

BER 18, 1897,

BAD DOLLARS DESTROYED

Women Experts Who Can Detect the
Best-Made Counterfelts.
“Every working day in the year Uns
cle Sam destroys a million dollars; de-
liberately tears up and grinds to pulp
one million dollars’ worth of paper
money —genuioe bank notes and green-
backs," writes Clifford Howard ln the
Ladies' Home Journsl. *A million
dollars in ooe, two, ive, ten, twenty
fifty, one hundred, and oue thousand
dollar notes, are daily punched full of
holes, cut ioto halves and thrown into
a machine that rapidly reduces them
to a mass of mushy substance. When-
ever a plece of paper money becomes
soiled. or torn it may be presented to
the United States treasury and re-
deemed. Booner or later every note
that circulates among the people be-
comes unfit for further service, for it
is bound to become dirty or mutilated
by constant handling, and the Un’d
Sigtes government stands ready to
give the holder of such a note a new
note in exchange for it; or, in other
words, the government will redeem it.
The masjority of the clerks employed
in this important department of the
government are women, maoy of
whom are Lhe most expert money
counters and counterfeit detectors in
the world. In fact, only experts can
properly perform the work that is re-
quived; for not only must the soiled
and mutulated money be accurately
and rapidly counted but all counter-
feit notes must be detected and thrown
out. When we consider that some
counterfeitsa can so cleverly imitate
gennine money that their spurious
notes  will circulate through the
country without detection, and are
uot discovered uutil they ave finally
turned juto the treasury, some idea of
the proficiency of these experts can be
gniued especially when we bear in
mind’ that these notes are often so

worn that s niprint on Uhew can

scarcely be deciphered. It not infre
quently bappens that these bad notes
are detected simply by the feel of
them, which in some cases is really
the only way of discovering the fraud;
for while n counterfeiter may oeca-
sionnlly succeed in so perfectly imitat-
ing the design of a note as to wislead
even an expert, it 1s next to impossible
for him to counterfeit the paper used
by the government."

The Ananias Club.

It was at one of the regular weekly
meetings of the Ananias clab, and
there wns a candidate for admission.

According to the [nvariable custom
of the club the officers told stories and
at Lheir conclusion the initiate was re-
quired to make an effors. Immedinte-
ly thereafter the balloting took place.
If the members were satisfied that bis
atory showed him to be a worthy com-
panion they elecled him one of their
pumber; but if they were dissatisti ed
with it he was blackballed withont
merey.

On this ooccasion the grand exsited
ohief llar, the highest officer of the
club, said, **I was fishing in Buckskio
oreck a few weeks ago, and for nearly
two hours I had wo lock at all. | was
beginning to think I bad better return
home when Ifelt n tog at my line,
and I hooked what at first I thought
was an eel. As I hauled the creattwe
in however, I found that it was a big
watersnake. The reptile was ten feet
long avd swollen in the middle to
enormous  dimensions. I promptly
killed him, sod found inside no fewer
than two hundred and fifty-three trout
which I emptied Into » little pool.
They soon recovered from the comatose
state in which they had been thrown
by the process of swallowing, and
when I took them home they were as
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fine eating av any trout I ever ate.”

“Is that a fish-story or a snake-
story?" asked the vice-grand exalted
har, who then proceeded to say, My
story is a very short ove., I borrowed
an umbrella of Joves yesterday, when
it was raining bard, but [ returged it
to him this morning before he was up.”

“Well, it seems to be my turn,”
sad the grand mendacious sorile.
+*As most of you koow, I was married
something like six mouoths ago. When
my wife and I went to housekeepligg
we had the fortune to obtain an e3-
cellent cook; and, gentlemen,
though we live fifieen miles in the
country. that cook is with us still.”

~It is now your turn,” said the
presiding oflicer as he tursed to the
applicant for membership, wholhd
up and began,

“Well geutlemen, tb.hehlnt!a-
about to narrate took place last week.
[ was going to the park on s bicycle.
It was the very first time I had ever
been on & wheel, and I was riding
;#ﬂ ‘and graceof an m

“ﬂ

The candidate was Interrupted Ilr
wild shouts fromthe members. “That's
eoough!” they cried. *Proceed to
balloting.” He was elected unani
mously.

Her Pocket.

Apropos of the difficulty even thsip
fair owners experience in
ladies' pockets, an English paper tells
astory of a lady who, arrayed 1a s
vew frock, took a hansom the othen
day, and, on slighting, hunted vainly
for the entrance to a pocknt where
she bad confidingly placed her purse.
The quest was so utdely proluaged,
that at last her chariotesr, who was*
oot & man of relinement, remarked.
from bis perch: +Now, thea marm,:
when you've quite done a-scratehin’ of ,
your back will you pay me my fare?"

A Camel's Vengeanoe.

Camels have a great share of Intel-!
ligence, and the Arabs assert that they
are 80 -exitremely sensible of injustice
and ill-treatment that, when this s
carried oo far, the nflicter will not
find it easy to escape their vougeance,
and that they will retain the remem-'
orance of an injury till an opportunity
offers for gratifying their revenge,
Eager, however, to express their re-
sentment, they no longer retaln sy
rancor when once they are satisfied;
and 1t is even sufficient for them to
believe that they satisfied thelr vou.

them, and then the




