
'and >powerful, there is no opinion
seft for parent, educator or guardi-
;ah in deciding the destiny of a
<child, or of a person deciding his
'own destiny. If I am subject to
the uncontrollable influence of
my ancestors' lives and actions, I
am not so completely responsible,
for mine own life and actions. I,
am not to be punished for evil, nor
toreceivecredit or reward for good,'
for these may be the working of
forces, powers and influences which
h_o not emanate from me, and which
-I do not control.

But, my friends, k is just in this
that the statement is made too
strong and broad. What heredity
gives is not actual conditions, but
tendency to, disposition to certain
lines of thought or physical weak-
ness. Physicians will tell you that
x>-ie does not inherit a disease so
much as a tendency toward that
disease, a pathological condition,
which makes the reception of that
disease easy, but that by care and
watchful diligence the disease may
be warded off. Wm. F. Round and
[. C. Jones, men connected wich the
penal institutions of the State of
New York, testify to the fact that
it is not the children of criminals
that make up the bulk of their
charges. They even make the
statement from knowledge,fromex-
perience, that all other-conditions
being equal, the child of a criminal
has as good a chance in the race
<of life as the child fo the average
•citizen.

While in the process of building
character, heredity plays a strong

important part, yet there is
another influence no less strong and
no less important and that is
environment. This means not only
the physical conditions surround-
ing the child, and the traininggiven
directly to it, but, as well the pow-
erful influence, which daily exam-
ple and speech of its parents, rele-
tives, companions, playmates and
associates,unconsciously yet surely
exert.

It is true "blood will tell." It is
true that successive generations of
culture, refinement, education and
wealth, will be reproduced in the
gentility of offspring, and that op-
positely, successive generations of
debased and impure life will have
their inevitable effect for evil, yet
training and habit of life may in
one generation destroy the one or
counteract the other. My friends,
you have no conception of the influ-
ence of the words used, or the ac-j

tions that may be done, by you
under the spur ofsudden impulse,
the expressions you may let fall in
thoughtless moments of anger or
excitement. The influence of each
one may be inperceptible, but they
altogether have their effect, as the
continued dropping of water will
wear away the hardest stone.

Therefore, friends, with double
weight hang the blessings and the
curses before you. Obedience to !
the Law of God willbring the one, ,
disobedience, the other, for your-
self, for your children and your
children's children. The history of .
Israel emphasizes, beyond all power
ofcontrodiction, how true are these
Words. That Israel has survived
conditions and environments, which
would have completely annihilated
others, has been, because the bless- <
ings of temperate, moderate and
chaste life had been transmitted
from generation to generation.
The very ostracism that drove them
from the midst of other peoples
was their salvation, for it drove
tljem from ignorance and lust and
riotous life, into the safe refuge of
peaceful, earnest and nobler exis-
tence. What our fathers have
given to us, let us give to our chil-
dren. Ours is the heritage of faith-
ful and earnest obedience to the
law and unshrinking hearken-
ing to the voice of God. Let
us bequeathe that legacy, undimin-
ished, unto those who come after
us. Remember your actions to-day
may affect the thought and actions
of generations yet unborn. In
years still to come will be gathered
the fruits of the seed you now are
sowing. Willit be for evil or for
good? Will you be recalled with
honor, or with shame?

The blessing and the curse lie
before you. Choose!

REDUCTION IN SHOE REPAIRING.
Ihave connected with my SHOE AND

TRUNK BUSINESS a REPAIRING DE-
PARTMENT, having employed a competent
Shoemaker to do all kinds of repairing on
Boots and Shoes, at short notice, as I use
none but the Best Quality of Leather, all
work Warranted.

Give you a few prices:
Men's Shoes, Half Soled and Heeled,

Nailed, ... 75
Men's Shoes, Half Soled and heeled,

Sewed, - - - $1 00
Ladies' Shoes, Half Soled and Heeled,

Nailed, ... 55
Ladies' Shoes, Half Soled and Heeled,

Sewed, ... 75
I use White Oak Sole Leather on all

sewed work.
Can Half Sole and Heel your Shoes While

You Wait Willnail your Soles and Heels
on in 20 minutes. Hoping you will give me
a trial, thanking "fdr your past favors.

M. LEVY,
215 E. Broad Street.
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ALLOUR GOODS ARE NEW. *

LATEST STYLES FROM THE MANU-
FACTURERS DIRECT.

JOHN JTSPILLIM,
WATCHMAKER St JECW-CLtrBR,

521 Broad St.. RICHMOND, VA.

Diamonds, Wedding and Holiday Presents.
34 Years' Experience.

Engraving and Repairing a Specialty.
Fine Gold and Silver Watches, Sterling

Silver and Plated-Ware, Jewelry of Every
Description, 18-Karat Plain Rings, Spectacles
and Eye-Glasses.

-^RESTAURANT.
Handsomely Furnished Dining Rooms . . .

for Private Parties

Suppers "Afterthe Ball" and Germans . . .
a Specialty \ . .

NEXT DOOR TO THE

A. Roilischild,
CSroc*t!es>

OF EVERY KIND,

FOREIGN AND I OMESTIC,

615 HarsbaU St., - RICHIOMI.fl,
Deutsche Delicatessen, Kosher

Meats, Sausages and
Tongues.

Orders from all parts of Virginia and North
Carolina willreceive prompt attention.

Complete price-list of goods on application,.

AGENT FOR THE

QUEEH JEWEL HIGH GRADE PATENT

FAMILY FLOUR
SAM. L. ULLMAN,

DEALER IN

Staple and Fancy Groceries,
425 N. Sixth Street,

'Phone 637.

N. P. COFER,
SUCCESSOR TO

MOUNTCASTLE &COFER
No. 520 E. Broad St., RICHMOND, Va.

SP ECIALTXES:
SANITARY-PLUMBING.

GAS ANDSTEAM FITTING,
TINNING, LATROBE AND

FURNACE WORK.

GAS RANGES, STOVES *HEATERS,
Also GAS RADIATORS, with instantaneous

Pilot Light; Handsome, Powerful, BriUiant and
Hcononileal.


