
THE PRESERVATION OF JEWS.
Innovators, anxious for new worlds to con-

quer, eager for new sensations to exploit, have
occasionally let themselves loose on the propo-
sition to abolish the use of the Hebrew lan-
guage in the synagogue service, and to discon-
tinue the teaching of it to Jewish children.
Hitherto the project has not found much favor,
however much some congregations may have
curtailed the ritual and interspersed in with
English hymns or, which is much worse, with
German prayers and songs, and however many
Jewish parents neglect tofurnish their children
with the Hebrew education that they should
have.

The reasons that are vital in hindering any
general movement for the abolition, are indeed
strong {and convincing. The very peculiarity
of Judaism as a religion of the Hebrews, as an
historic faith that had its roots in the land
where the Hebrews were a nation, is the pow-
erful reason why the language of that faith,
the language in which its literature is written,
in which ita loftiest spiritual aspirations were
uttered, should be retained as the religious
peculiarity of its service.

Nor should is be forgotten that the Hebrew
tongue is one of the strongest links in the
chain that binds together the people of Israel,
scattered as they are in all quarters of the
globe, living among people that use the most
variously diverse languages. Here in the an-
cient language of the Bible there is a bond of
union that immediately notes the kindred
between the Jew ofMorocco when meeting his
brother from Baltimore.

To these and other forcible reasons for the
retention of Hebrew as a living language
among the Jews, another has been added by
Grand Rabbi Dr. Gndeman, of Vienna. He
very properly points out how open to miscon-
struction Judaism would be if literature were
accessible only in translations ; if the people
generally were not able readily to refer to tbe
original for the correction of error in transla-
tion. As long as there is so much controversy
concerning the rightful rendering of many
passages, there is indeed much cogency to this
contention.

And however exact scholarship may become,
however faithful may be tbe accuracy with
which the Bible is translated into modern lan-
guages, to say nothing about other works in
Hebrew literature, it is still but far from the
truth that the essential spirit of the original
can never be caught in any reproduction into
another language. The genius of the different
languages is exceeding diverse. They grew up
under varying conditions, with totally variant
conditions and conceptions to express, so that
conversion from one to another ia not possible
with absolute fidelity.

With so many important and excellent
reasons for the preservation of Hebrew, why is
it that we create so few opportunities and such
facilities for seach the sacred tongue to Jewish
children? But—that is another question.
This, at least, is assured, that the community
cannot afford to push the Hebrew from its
honored place in the synagogue service. There
at least it must reign as long as Judaism is a
living faith.—Hebrew Journal.
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JOHN jTspilling,
watchmaker a jeweller,

521 Broad St., RICHMOND, VA.

Diamonds, Wedding and Holiday Presents.
34 Years' Experience.

Engraving and Repairing a Specialty.
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Silver and Plated-Ware, Jewelry of Every
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GAS RANGES, STOVES *HEATERS,
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FINE WINES, LIQUORS aid CIGARS.
EXCELLENT RESTAURANT.

Fine Billiard ano Pool Parlors.

CATERING IR ALL ITS BRANCHES.
Weddings, Balls and Parties Furnished

at Short Notice.
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DR. DAVIDS*
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Is offered to the public as the Best Cure for

COUGHS, COLDS, CROUP, CON-
SUMPTION, BRONCHITIS, and
all THROAT and LUNG troubles. *

It is a Syrup of Pure Pine Tar, Hoarhound
and WildCherry, and a Remedy that ought
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Pill known.
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