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The Spirit of the Jewish Press.

While it is our sacred daty to honor and re-
spect the dead, thelavish expenditure of money.
upon fanerals and costly monuments is a great
folly and should be done away with. It
would be far more advisable to spend some of
that money for the benefit of the living by
contributing toward the sapport of charitable
and educational institutions. By doing this
the memory of our departed ones will be per-
petuated in a far more noble manner, than by
erecting expensive monuments in the ceme-
teries.—The Spectator.

Someof our good Christian neighbors are
begining to find out that the Parliment of
Religions was a delusion and a snare. What,
they ask, becomes of our pretence to be ‘‘ the
alone-saving church, *’ if we place ourselves on
a par with other religious faiths.  Toleraace is
all very good, but it must not be carried too
far. And then comes all kinds of bitterness

other creeds, and the re-assertion of
Christianity’s claim toall that is good on earth.
Beneath the surfice of toleration you find the
vein of bigotry. Nevertheless the Parliment of
Religionsat Chicago will remain one of the

monuments of the age. An exhibi-
tion never before witnessed of fraternity among
creeds, of mutual respect and kindness with-
out in any manner jeopardizing the self-respect
or sutonomy of any. This is the immediate
result.— T'he Ezponent.

A FIRE IN A NEW YORK TEMPLE.

There was a Sabbath eve service last Friday
afternoon in Temple Emanu-El, at No. 521 Fifth
avenue. Afterwards the trustees had a meet-
ing to take appropriate action on the death
Thursday of Mrs. Gottheil, wife of the Rev.
Gustav Gottheil, the rabbi of the temple. Trus-
tee Meyer Stern, Sexton Pollak and Janitor
Rosenberg remained in the Sunday-school
room in the basement a few minutes after the
trustees’ meeting had dissolved.

Rosenburg smelled smoke at 6:45 P. M. On
making an investigation, he found that flames
were eating their way up through the floor of
of the Sabbath-school room neara glass parti-
tion dividing off some class-rooms. Assisted
by the trastee and the sexton, he lost much
valuable tic e by attempting himself to extin-
guish the blaze with buckets of water.

He finally ran out and found Policeman
Breen, who sent an alarm from Forty-second
street and Fifth avenue. A second alarm was
necessary, on account of the big fire at Forty-
ninth street and Third avenue, in order to
summon & sufficient number of engines. The
firemen chopped a big rquare hole in the flooor
where the flames had emerged, and quickly
subdued them. Heavy volumes of smoke puff-
ed into the main avdience-room above, but the
only damage done was in the Sabbath-school
room.

The fire, it is supposed, started either from an
overheated farnace flue or an electric-lighting
wirc. The luss was $500.

Spiritual life is stronger just in the propor-
tion in which it can propagate itself and in-
oculate others with itsessential power,—T%hom.

The Rabbi as Pastor.

The Christian clergyman has pastoral duties,’
indeed. He is charged with the “ cure ofsouls.’
His pastoral visits are intended to quicken the
religious spirit of his sheep. He prays with
them ; he reads the Bible with them ; he dis-
cusses religlious doubts with them. The ge-
nius of Jadaism is clearly out of harmony wi'h
the faudamental premises upon which such
pastoral cure rests. One Jew is as holy as an-
other. Oane may be a scholar, an expert in
rabbinical literature ; the other may not be.
Bat the former commands, in his capacity of
rabbi, no greater wealth of ‘‘ grace ’’ than the
latter. He may affect an unctuous tone of
voice ; he may practise ‘‘sweet’’ attitudes ;
but from the Jewish point of view, unction and
sweetness are not indications ofsuperior sancti-

ty.

As a matter of fact, these rabbinical ‘‘ pas-
tors”’ find but little occasion to practise their
talents in this direction for *‘religious’ cul-
tate. They pander to the senseless tyranny of
fashion. Oar ‘‘ Nabobe” in many congrega-
tions look upon the minister as a titled lackey
of theirs. They expec t him with duehumility
to pay his respects to them at stated periode.
‘" Pastoral ’ work consists in making inquries
aftes the health of the madam ; how the baby
is progreesing when vaccinated, orin the throes
of dentition ; it amounts to scraping and bow-
ing in the ‘‘drawing room ”’ of the *‘ trustees.”

It goes without saying that the minister de-
sires to be the friend of all his congregants. As
such, will he as faras his time allows, culti-
vate their acquaintance ; as such, will he, like
any other friend, share in their sorrows and joys.
Bat friendship loses all its aroma when it is
one-sided and official. The rabbi is not a pas-
tor. His duties are those of the feacher. He
must be 4 studednt. He cannot afford the time
to pose as an ornament to the rich man’s parlor,
or as an adjunct to his president’s retinue of
body servanta.

That there are congregations who like this
¢ pastoral ”’ business, who even make it the
prime condition of ‘‘success "’ in the midst of
them, is alas ! too true. ‘‘ Wie es sich christell,
80 juedelt's sich !” That there are rabbis who
pride themselves on their ‘‘ pastoral unction
and zeal” is again true. Baut, thank the Lord,
there are congregations who have still retained
enough of the old Jewish spirit to know that
their *‘ teacher ”’ has more serious duties -than
to dance social attendance on his members.
Welcome as the the the visits of the ‘‘ teacher ’’
are, they understand that the social relations
between him and them ar ; conditioned on re-
ciprocity ; that the baby will thrive as well
without as with his ‘‘ pastoral’’ solicitude.
They know in one word that the rabbi is not
an eccelesiastic mystery, not a pastor, but a
teacher, nothing more, nothing less.— Dr. Emil
Q. Hirsch.

God keeps a scohool for His children here on
earth ; and one of his best teachers is named
Disappointment. He isa rongh teacher, se-
vere in tone and barsh in his handling some-
times, but his tuition is worth all it costs.
Many of our best lsesons through life have been
taught us by that stern old schoolmaster Disap-
pointment.—Dr. Cuyler

OUIS BROMXD,
VIRGINIA FANILY BREAD BAKERY.

Bread, Cakes,—/7?
e*—Crackers, Pies, &ec.

ORNAMENTAL CAKES TO ORDER.
No. 516 . Marshall Street,

RICHMOND, VA.

Telephone 762,—+——29

Mrs. R. J. PYLE, Proprietress
RICHMOND

SLEAN, DYEING, SCOURING

and Carep-Ceaning Werks.

No. 315 N. Fifth St.,
RICHMOND, - VA.

THERE IS
Pothing

nicer for a Holiday Present than a fine
pair of Opera Glasses. We have an
elegant line of them in all the best
makes and styles—Le Maire, Le Clerc,
Chevalier, and others, in beautiful de-
signs—White and Smoked Pearl, Gold
and Silver, &e.
Come and take a look at them.

Correct Fitting of Eye-Glasses & Spectacles

is our specialty. If you buy a pair for

a present we will exchange them after

the Holidays, should they not fit.
Come and see our new store.

RICHMOND OPTICAL CO.,
115 E. Broad St.

’ FAIL TO TRY ACUP OF
DUNT HOT COFFEE,
CHOCOLATE & BOJILLON,

). B WARE, JR, & CO'S,

427 E. BROAD 8T.

I'-'r_esh Cream Puffs and Cakes.

SODA AND MINERAL WATERS OF
ALL KINDS ON DRAUGHT.

Finest Brands of Cigars and Tobaccos.

C. H. GOLDSMITH,

Dealer in
Fresh, Salted & Smoked Meats
OF ALL KINDS,
320 Nortl_ilxﬁ Street.
Goods Delivered Free.




