
M. Scheurer-Kestner stated that the Minister
promised to make an investigation into the matter
and also undertook to communicate to Mr. Scheurer-
Kestner the result within a fortnight, pledging the
latter to silence in the meanwhile.

Continuing, M. Scheurer Kestner explains that
this is the reason of his misunderstood silence,
but as the fortnight has elapsed without the Minister
of War communicating with him he now repeats
without fear of contradiction that he showed the
Minister documents which easily establish the com-
plicity of another than Dreyfus.

The matter was much discussed in the lobbies of
the Senate, and it is stated that the Cabinet will dis-
cuss the situation to-morrow and issue a pronounce-
ment on the subject.

Paris, November 16.—Mathieu Dreyfus, brother
of Captain Dreyfus, has addressed a letter to General
Billot, Minister of War, accusing Count VValsin Ester-
hazy of the crime of which Cap lain Dreyfus was made
the victim.

Count Esterhazy is a retired coTimandant of the
• French army, and is now living in Italy.

The Minister of War, General Billot, replying to
questions in the Chamber of Deputies to-day, said
that M. Scheurer-Kestner, one of the vice-presidents
of the Senate, who has been agitating for the re-
opening of the case of Alfred Dreylus, had not consid-
ered it expedient to take legal action in the matter,
but, the Minister added, since the Dreyfus family had
brought charges against an officer, the War Depart-
ment intended to demand of them that they justify
their charges. Continuing, the Minister of War re-
marked : " As the guardian of the honor of the army,
I shall not fail to do my duty."

Count Esterhazy, who, it is said, answers the de-
scription of "a rich and titled officer, well known in
Paris society," who had been requested to resign
his commission in the army in consequence of
the continued leaking of military secrets since
Captain Dreyfus "was deported, has written a let-
ter to General Billot, with regard to the alleged
"infamous accusation." He demands an investiga-
tion, and says that he is ready to reply to all the
charges that may be brought against him.

Count Esterhazy, in an interview, declares he is
the victim of a plot. The full name of the Count is
Ferdinand Walsin Esterhazy. He was formerly a
major in the Fiench infantry. Early this year he
was placed on half-pay, on the ground of temporary
infirmities. He is connected with the celebrated
Hungarian family of Esterhazy. He entered the
army in 1870 as a Frenchman. At one time he be-
longed to the Foreign Legion.

Paris, November 17.—General Saussier, the Mili-
tary Governor of Paris, has appointed General Pel-
lieux to inquire into the charges brought against
Count Ferdinand Walsin Esterhazy, the former ma-
jor of French infantry, who has been charged by Ma-

thieu Dreyfus with the crime for which Captain Al-
fred Dreyfus, Mathieu's brother, is now undergoing
a sentence of imprisonment for life.

In view of the above, the following, from a Pa-
risian newspaper, will prove of interest :

"Attention has been attracted once again to the
unfortunate ex Captian Dreyfus, now undergoing life-
long captivity on the desolate and fever-stricken
Island of the Devil, off the coast of French Guiana,
by the announcement in the official organ of the colo-
nial department here that in the presence of the Gov-
ernor of French Guiana and a number of personages
from Cayenne, the unhappy prisoner was removed to
a gigantic sor: of an iron cage, which has been con-
structed at the expenditure of some $20,000 or $30,-
--000 by a couple of hundred convict laborers, who
have worked in relays day and night for the past six
months, in order to get it ready. It consists of a
double line of lofty iron railings about twenty feet
high, with a sort of frieze or barbed arrangement at
the top to prevent anyone climbing over, a distance
of several feet intervening between the two lines of
railing. It is inside the spot thus caged in that his
hut is placed, and from now on whatever exercise he
takes will necessarily be within the circumscribed
limits of those iron bars. This will effectually pre-
vent him from committing suicide by casting himself
into the sea, which he has had lots of opportunity of
doing until now, his one pastime having been to sit
at the'water's edge and gaze toward the horizon.
From henceforth he will be debarred even from this,
and it is difficult to conceive anything more horrible
than this punishment. For he has no books, no writ-
ing material, and no labor to perform, while a wile
and children, to whom he is passionately attached,
have remained behind in France, and are not permit-
ted to communicate with him in any shape or fashion.
The object of the cage is to prevent clandestne inter-
course between the prisoner and his many powerful
friends on both sides of the Atlantic, who are firmly
convinced of his innocence, and, at the same time, to
guard against the possibility of his escape, which ap-
pears to be the one nightmare, not only of the colo-
nial officials in Guiana, but also of the government
here. Indeed, there are many people who do not hes.
itate to assert that the reason the government is
adopting such elaborate and downright barbarous
precautions to prevent the escape of this man, who
was tried and convicted behind closed doors upon
evidence so secret that itwas not even communicated
to his counsel, is because it is afraid of what he might
reveal concerning people in high places were he to re-
cover his liberty, There has always been a very
strong impression that he was convicted merely for
the sake of shielding some one infinitely higher in
rank and authority, who was the real author of the
alleged theft and sale to the German government o
the secret plans of mobilization of the French army
in the event of war."


