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steward, who, as he advanced at the head
of the stately procession of nobles, knights
and ladies, chanted a song beginning:

The boar's bead to band bringI
With garlands gay and rosemary.
Ipray you all sing merrily,

Qui estls lncouvlvlo.

Tbe boar's head was then placed on the
table with a solemn gravity befitting the'
dignity of such a noble dish.
Sweet rosemary and Days around itspread.
His foaming tusks with some large pippin graced,
or midst those thundering spears an orange placed;
Sauce. like himself, offensive to its roes.
The logu.sli ifiusiard dangerous to the nose.

like an Englishman, swear like an English-
man and get drunk like an Englishman, but
if you would offend him forever compel him
to eat plum pudding. A few of the leading
restaurateurs, wishing to appear extraor-
dinary, have "plomb poodine" upon their
cartes, but in no instance is it ever ordered
by a Frenchman.

The story is told of a certain French mon-
arch who, wishing to regale the English em-
bassador on Christmas day with a plum
pudding, procured an excellent recipe for
making one, which be gave to his cook with
strict Injunctions that it should be prepared
with due attention to all the particulars.

Ihe foliage of their darling abodes. The
cuttiuu of t'je mistletoe was a ceremony of
great solemnity with our ancient ancestors,
The people went in procession. Tlie bards
walked first, singing canticles and hymns;
aherald preceded three Druids withImple-
luents for tlie purpose. Then followed the
prince of tlie Druids, accompanied by all
the people. He mounted the oak and cut- i
ting the mistletoe with a golden sickle, pre- i

sented it to the other Druids, who received j
itwith great resnect, and on the first day of !
the year distributed it among the people as
a sacred and holy plant, crying: 'The
mistletoe for the "new year!' Because it
was used iv the pagan rites of the Druids,
the mistletoe has never been used in tlie
decoration of Chiistian churches, and it
therefore had its place assigned it iv kitchens
and halls, where it was'-Mium: up in great
state with its white berries with the charm
attached to it that the maid who was uot
kissed under it at Christmas would not be
married in that year."

Shakespeare refers to the holly but once,
and also mentions the mistletoe but once in
his works, and with regard to tlie latter he
does not place a very favorable construction
upon it. IBs reference to holly is in the
song in the seventh scene in the second act
of "As You Like It." The refrain is:
Heigh bo!slug, heigh ho! m.to the green holly.
Most friendship is reigning, most lovingmere folly.

\u25a01 hen, heigh ho! the holly!
This nte is most joiiy.

And his reference to ihe mistletoe is Act
2, Scene 3 of "Titus Audnmicus" :

a barren, detested vale, you see. itis:
The trees, though summer yet, forlorn and bare,
O'ercome wiLh moss, and baneful mistletoe.
Itis popularly supposed that the mistletoe

considered was meant as an insult, she at-
tempted to withdraw from the house, but
her host and hostess, themselves almost
overcome with laughter, in which the whole
company joined except Miss Nilsson, ex-
plained to her that it was the custom of
Cluistnias celebrations to exact a kiss from
any unmarried lady who passed uuder the
mistletoe, and that any maid who was so
unfortunate as not to pay tlie penalty during
the course of the evening was sure not to be
married during tlie year to come. As soon
as she understood the joke she entered
heartily into its spirit, and many a young
girl was brought under the bough and re-
ceived the kiss through her artful raachina-
tions before the party broke up for the
night. ""

\u25a0

bizinb him up.
„

-\u0084,.„„ \u0084_. \u0084 ... —... _ -
H"w WcU H* c"""'

V" ,he r'th" °r
„ . Mne i>nnCbt.r«.
The father with marriageable daughters

is made the victim of the mistletoe dealer's
greed. A would-be purchaser tells the story
oinia experience in the followinglanguage:

T i-ni-.,. flt nnf, „rHat hin-Itnme branch0 , g ,' "na*ome. «*»ncli,
w"ichmust have weighed a Quarter of a
hundred weight, and asked the dealer if
people ever bought SO much.

mqj. v?,s » i)P <.»:.] nitlin crTm "Sums""• *trs' "c b,"u v,llua Br,n. aome
people, you know, are pretty hard to take a
hint, and if the father with nine inarriage-
alj,e daughters finds the young men too ob-
tuse for patience, he is very apt to make the
mistletoe lliutSO Strong that he who is blind
can see it."

"Howmuch does such a piece cost him ?"

They Can Be Worked Up
Into Fanciful Designs.

Folding: Them Into a Water-Lily—&Bishop's
Miter—A Fancy Slipper— A Maltese Cross.

A ftnatrs Pcche and a Doable Miter.

(TftfjWEEL-COOKED dinner if served
\u25a0l*mm\ J on a table that has not be.-n properly
jJiVI./ dressed loses half its flavor. There
is nothing tbat is so attractive to the eye as
a dining-table which shows that care has
been bestowed upon itto make itappear to
he best advantage. One of the most strik-
ing features on a well and care-
fully arranged table is the linen, particu-
larly the serviettes when they have been
placed on the plate 3in a variety of fanciful
designs. Of these The Call to-day pre-
sents a few, together with explanatory dia-
grams and instructions bow to fold.

When serviettes are to be folded into any
fanciful form itis necessary tn have them
starched, but not very stiffly,yet sufficiently
to enable them to retain sharp creases.

NO9. 1TO 6, WATER LILY.
To fold the water lily, take a serviette

that Is square, or nearly so, as itis best for
this design. Open the serviette and place
itsmoothly on the table; turn the four cor-
ners over to meet in the center, as shown in

No. 2.

diagram No. 2; press the folds very
smoothly; now fold the four corners again
to the center. The dotted lines in No. 2 in-
dicate where the secoudfolds are to be; this
forms diagram No. 3; fold again to the
dotted lines in No. 3, and you thus form
diagram No. 4. Turn the folded serviette

No. 3.

quite over— that is, bring the part that
was befoie lying on the table to the
top; fold tbe corners again to the dotted
lines inNo. 4, and you form diagram No. 5,
which is tlie last fold. Take a tumbler and
set itwith the top downward into the cen-
ter of the square, over the four points ;take

No. 4.

hold of the top of the tumbler with the left
hand, press itfirmlydown, draw up tho four
corners which lie underneath, one by one,
and turn them toward the tumbler, then
turn up each of the four corners, one at atime, which you will find lyingunderneath
at the sides; aud last, the four points lying

NO. s.
just below the four corners you first pulled
up; these must be drawn up tightly, as they
will tighten the other points and make the
lilyfirm and of a nice shape. Remove tho
tumbler and the water Illy is finished.

NOB. 6 TO 10, MITER.

No. T.

the two ends to the center, as shown inNo.
7; turn down the two corners to the
dotted Hues in No. 7— this gives the
fold shown in diagram No. 8; fold

No. &

down the center to the dotted line inNo.
8, and place it straight side toward you,
and the two points standing up, as shown in
No. 9; take the right-hand corner and tuck

NO. 9.

itneatly Inbetween the two top folds of tbe
point lying at your lefthand ;press drwn to
make it flat;turn the serviette quite over,
stillkeeping the straight side toward you.

No. 10. j
turn tbe point at your right hand, tinier the
upper fold ot the left point, and »ress It {

firmlyin, put your fingers into the opening
at the bottom, and shape the miter round so
that it willstand.

NO. 11, QUATRE POCHES.

Quatre peches: Itis quite impossible to
fold this design unless the serviette is ex-
actly square and very stiff. The folds for
this are like those for the first folds of the
water lily. In the first diagram they are
precisely the same. The second folds are
also to the dotted lines of the same dlacram,
but the serviette is turned quite over before
folding them. Thus, the four corners are
folded to the center four times; the servi-
ette is turned over alter each
of the squares are formed; you will
after the last turn have a square with an
opening in the center lying in each corner
of the folded square. Fold the large square
down the center between the small cornersquares; you will then have two of the
smaller squares lying side by side. Now
fold in hall again between these two squares,
press on these folds very heavily (this is to
mark the serviette and to make bend nicely
in the center), open out tbe la>t two folds
and you will have the large square again.
Take tbe four corners and turn them down
to meet underneath in tlie center, hold these
four points in the fingers of Ihe left hand,
turn down the four loose corners, one by
one, and bend them out from the center.
The double folded part of the corner-vou
must turn qQ^te dawn, and tt&VSa straight
along the tup to make it retain its position;
the single fold cf the corner must be round-

ed over the fingers and left to stand up.
The principal rule to be observed is to keep
the four corners held very firmly iv the left
band while you are turning out the corners
with the right hand. You will have four
lines sloping up to the top of the center,
which were made by the last two folds that
were opened out; press these tightlyand the
quatre pocbes willbe complete.

NOS. 12 TO 18, DOUBLE MITER.

Double miter: This design requires a very
stiff, square serviette. Double the serviette
exactly in half down the center (see No. 13),
fold the right hand end over two and a half

1 No. 13.
inches, turn the serviette quite over, fold
the left baud over to the dotted line, two
and a half inches from the end (see No. 13);
now turn the corners at the right hand dowu

j NO. 14.

to the dotted lines in No. 14; turn over tho
serviette and fold down the left-hand cor-
ners to the. dotted lines ivNo. 15; folddown
the dotted live in No.16; you willthen have

No. 15. |

the fold shown in No. 17; turn up the
straight side to the dotted line; turn down
the iod of the straight fold one inch to the
dotted line in No. 18; press these folds Tery

] No. 16.
smoothly, as the firm standing of the servi-
ette depends very much on these folds beingverysharp. Turn the serviette over, so that
the lront of the fold is on the table, turn

No, 17.

the right-hand side of the straight bnnd
viderto the center of the back, turn the left
side under in the same way, tuck the right
side into the folds of the left side, press

No. 18.

firmly, then take the serviette and set the
lower edge into a circle with thefincers;
stand itover the dinner rollon the table, or
jet the roll inside the cap.

KOS. 19 TO 24, FANCY SLIPPER. I
Fancy slipper : A square, stiff serviette is

needed for this slipper. Fold the servietteonce down the middle lengthwise, then fold
in the middle again crosswise, so that you

RO. SO. /]
have a four-fold square. These folds-Motoo simple to require adiagram. Now pßg

grows exclusively on the oak tree, but this
is a mistake, as it is found on the oak in
very rare instances, while it grows with
great profusion on the apple, the pear, the
hawthorn and also on sycamores, limes,
poplars, locust trees and firs. In some Por-
tions of tlie south of England it is very
abundant, and its evergreen leaves give a
peculiar appearance to the orchards in win-
ter, when the bunches of mistletoe are very
conspicuous among the naked branches of
the trees.

The niistl'ioe derives its nourishment
from the livingissue of the tree on wnich it
seems to spring, as ifit were one of its own
branches. The berries, which are about
the size of currants, white, transparent and
full of a very viscid juice, which serves to
attach the seeds to branches, where they
take root when they germinate, nre a favor-
ite food of thrushes; and bird-lime is made
from them aid also from the bark.

At one time the mistletoe was held ia
great rei ute as a remedial agent for epi-
lepsy and convulsions, but in truth it pos-
se.-ses no decided medicinal properties.

The superstition that the mistletoe was an
unholy parasite was by no ni-ans confined
to tlie age of Shakespeare. Washington
Irving tells of a circumstance that came
under his observation, where "on reaching
the church porch we found the parson re-
bukine the gray-headed sexton for having
used mistletoe among the greens with
which the church was decorated. Itwas,
he observed, an unholy plant, profaned by
having been used by the Hruids in tlieir
mystic ceremonies, and though it might be
innocently emplojed in the festive orna-
menting of hails and kitchens, yet it hud
been deemed by the father of the church as
unhallowed and totally unfit for sacred pur-
poses. So tenacious w»s he on this point
that the poor sexton was obliged to strip
down a great part of the humble trophies of

\u25a0Thy ilove her you willwonder,

1- orshe's neither rich nor wise.
Yet she h.is one trait tuat charms roe.

ialu- kuuwb how tv make mluco pits.

There is a jolly time in the markots, and
ifyou understand eliicken-Euglisli, aud will
listen as you go past tlie market place you
may hear something like tlie following;

fOISTEE J.V POULTRY.

"Itoorav, whoop-ec !
Ha-ha! Ht-iie!

We're still nmuUR the living!"
Two pullets cried
V ho have i.otdied

Insiiiughter forThanksgiving.
"Itstrikes me you're

Too premature,"
Bald a hen who heard their fun.

•'Preserve your boast
Untilthe roast

IforChristmas dinner's done."

The poet In lii» unlimited license must
r*eu travesty Gray's beautil'ul composition,
ilear, how he does it:

A CJIEISTMAS ELEGY.

The boli'.a*'s advance withmeasured tread,
ihesuow-ci*»iuH, drUtathwart tbe somber skies.. The ftvezmge youugster early Koes to bed
Anddreams ot Santa Claus and pumpkin pies.

The baker kneads his dongn withsniiter ease.
And nii'Uids las wares in fUures rare and g.ualnt,

Tin- kltuJ coafectlooer, in hop-u to please.
Tips off hiscaudits with frts-U cojUof paint.

lullmany a rolic-cramp and mortal throe
Tne dark, iinuihomt-d depths of uitnce-iueat bear,

Foilmany \u25a0 soul the candy white as snow
lias bas-teo'd hvavenward, up the golden stair.

Kow laughs the genial doctor all the while.
And orders iv"a coltimi: well displayed,"

'J lit1 ti:idertakcr wears a hopetul smile,
o'er the prospects ola soou reviving trade.

And yet another says:

THEVIIE rKKUXji BAD TO-DAY.

Roast goose, plumpudding p.tidmince pie
'llil*>ate too much of yesterday ;

To-day they leel &>it they'd die
The victim? of dyspei>-st-a.

Far better 'twould have been for such
'io day, if ihey had giv'n the s titf—

The portion that they ate too much,
To those who hadu't halt enough.

Of course no o >c will believe for one
moment that there \> a word cf truth in the

.-.\u25a0..„ -...'\u25a0\u25a0.. The bare idea that an
editor tadulge-S in the luxury of stockings is,
initself, rreposteious, and even should a
ltg-i-sce tall to his lot, he would be a very
foolish man to repose his stocking to the
chance of being stolen.
1he editor hung up Lis stocking with care.
Inhope that M. Nicholas sooi, would get there:
He woke in ihe v:or I.—the ease was quite shocking,
Bone fellow had sto.en the ediior's stocking.

Theie is a Utile story to be told of the right
kind of a man. Iiis toid in verse, and who-
ever leads it roust not imagine that he had a

grudge against his mother-in-law, and sim-
ply wanted her to quit talking. He wasn't
tbat kind tfa man. He had „. -

Tl.C Stacking of his Utile girlhe filled with sweets
and tov>.

And withapair of biaiid-uew skates he stuffed his
Jiltie bi'.. 'a;

\\ itbin thr stockii gor his wife he placed a hand-
Borne pin.

And in h;s mother-in-law's a wrap lor mufflingher
data

CB&JSTMA3 PBEPARA TIOX&.

O! lovely voices of the sky
Which hymned the .savior's birth,

Are ;. c not aiiigiu*;still on high,
Ye tbat sa g •• Peace on earth, "t

To us yet speak the strains
Whcrev, ith iv time tone by

\e Messed the Sjnan swains,
O! voices ol the sky!

Tiii; I)£IOKAHONS.

Flowers and EvererOviuß of All Kinds iv
:;..;»*-- and H'reiihs.

Ivpraparing for the advent ol Christmas,
the ornamentation or decoration of the
booses and churches occupies considerable
tune and in some instances costs a great

deal of money. Kopes and wreaths of ever-
greens, iuierwoven withbay and holly leaves,
aie the m -st common of the materials used,
although flowers form uo inconsiderable
item in some instances. The Christmas
trees are brought from the mountains, and
are from three to thirty feet in height, aud
cost irom 25 cents to as hU;h as $25 and $30
each. One of the species of flowers used
whenever they can be obtained is the
chrysanthemum, and tlie Germans havosuch
B pretty little legend connected with it that
there is no excuse for not giving it entire.

Here itis:
THE CHRISTMAS BLE6SZ&G.

THK ORIUIN'AI,LEOFXD OF THK CHBIST-CIIJXD
AND THK CUBYSA.NTHEIH.U.

I.
A laggard morn !and the sor.ber wood

isnivered to wildflake* wear,.)- flying.
For earth was douu:ug her wviidvvbite hood

L itier the trees where the snow w Ĵyingl
Biaek were the ravens across i:.l*iky,

A nd <Limes from the castle rang 'merrily
As under the trees, where the tacgota lav,
An old man groped— and 'twas Xiiias day 1

11.
High o'er th*va'.e where hispoor hut stood

ihe eaette reared its wciiderlui towers,
Thr sun that should slitne on the evilaud good,

Ailsieshone I'rst oa lis tropical bowers,
1i.cilab. d aud kissed iheiu-ioiixarve-and bold—

And lingered tlitre witn a goldeu spara
Alter ihr- hunt in tne vale was cold,

Aud Lbe somber lorestwas dim and dark,
Save for the elves; and the sinister gnomes,

That in the Black 1-orest made their homes I

IIL"Grpndfhtber," cried the little ones,
.At dawn in the hut by the meager lire—•• There art no jewelslike the sun's

We kii.-i.w--but they vanish away, and we tire;
Hay not Ma c.jrist-cnlld's goodness Drlug,

\u25a0-\u25a0\u25a0:. lous. olhis houiitifuljoj,.
A real Feast and a song to sing,

a iida real Mcsalu-g aad real toys?"
And thty »w...lowed their black" bread eagerly

as the old man Haaltd taem and hurried away
\u25a0\\ ith tears inhis eyes, that they might notsee—ioi the poverty ot their Xiuas day!

IV.
The mornful song of the soughing pines

And the melody or the swirlingsnow.
Soothed the gnomes ivtheir uio.dj- minus,

Aud filled the air withmusic low;
On the old man s ear came a tinycry-

Out or the gloom, where the forest slept,
And ever auou. as the wind moaned by.
Itcame again— as au luiant wept!

V.
Quick to the rescue he hurried, and there,

Ailin the snowdrift at his teet,
Lay a nursling withgoldeu hair,

And a smite that was strange, and divinely sweet,
Cane the thought to his 'wiidered sense:«• Whu ir tne ibrlst-chiid so hath comef"
He snatched the waif and back through tbe dense

And threatening irrest be sped bim borne Im
VI,"Grandtather, hatter ! Tlie table is spread—"Oil,Ihe grace of this stiaui-er child!See, there's a glory about his head.

And the bunset lingers where he bas smiled 1
Tell us, whence came this wondrous one?

"
Hut the old man answered never a word

Auda iiieoUy died, withthe gettingsua
bolt as "the song of a secret bird!

"
VII.

Up from the graybeard's lovinghold
ltose aimhovered that bibe in air.

Bleßsing tue board aud the bread >o cold,
liietsiug the little ones gathered therelluto tlie twilighttailed then
The sudden grace or that heavenly glow—

Hut the grandfather burned forthagal n
Aud followed itiuto the night aud snow.

VIII.
Out from the fore't vast and grim,

over tue drift whence the Cnnst-ch lidsprang,
1.0 ! the strains of a heavenly hymn—

The tbrtllinc music the shepherds sang—
Tiic <_'hr.'st mas antbt-m : on he sped:

Hut suudcii paused tn a new surprise;
Klnomlugthere in the Child's suow bed

Grew woudrous flowers before his eyes!

IX.
"Chrl-it'janthems !" As he kneels and prays.1he hymns die out in the peaceful Dlght,
How his old face in their golden blaze

Shine;, as he plucks the prtals of light!
There w ero songs and a feast Inthe castle high

On the rlitfs;but tbe faggot-gleauer's hearth
Cloned wlihu.e iimnltnii of the sky-

Love and Mercy and -iVeace on earth."
John r*AUI.BoCOCaT.

DECORATIVE TItADITIONS.
The custom of euiployiiig holly and other

plants for deenrative uurpoies at Christmas
is one of considerable autiquity, and has
been regarded as a survival ofthe usases of
the Jioniau SatuinaliH, or of an old Teutonic
practice of hanging the interior of dwellings
witli ev-rgrei-ns as a refuge for sylvan
spirits, fioin the Inclemency of the weatherdurine the winter season. ABorder prov-
erb defines an habitual story-teller as one
that

"
lees never but when the liollen isgreen." Several popular superstitions exist

with respect to liollv. In the county ofKutland, or Rutlandshire, England, it istleeiiii-a unlucky to introduco itinto a housebefore Christmas eve. In some English
rural districts the prickly and non-
prickly kin.ls are distinguished as

"
he

"
and

"
she

"
holly, aud in Derbyshire

the tradition obtains thai according as tho
holly brought at Christmas into a house ie
Mutiullior rough, the wile or the husband
will be master. Holly that lias adorned
churches at that season is in Worcester-
shire and lierefordshlre much esteemed andcherished, ihe possession of a small branch
with berries being supposed to bring a
lucky year; and Lonicerus mentions a no-
tion in his time vulgarly prevalent in Ger-
many that consecrated twigs of the plant

. bung over a door aro a protection against
thunder.

FKUiW THE JJKCIDS.

Superstition* Reearillns- the Holly and
tli<- Mistletoe.

Every man, woman and child is familiar
with the old song of "TheMistletoe Bough,"
by Baylj", commencing:

The mistletoe hung In the castle hall,
-jhe holly bran-, h shone on the old oak wall.

But fivv are ownre ofthe origin of the cus-
tom. To such the following, taken from an
old p*iper, will be found interesting, not only
as throwing lightupou Its introduction, butalso as regards the seemingly incongruous
constructions put upon its introduction as a
part and parcel of Christmas decorations :

"The old and ple.asant custom of decking
our houses and churches at Christmas with
evergreens is derived from ancient heathen
practices. Where DruldUm had existed the
houses were decked with evergreens in De-
cember that the sylvan spirits might repair
to them and remain unripped with frost and
cold iviiiutauntil a milderseason had renewed

his taste before the parson would consent
to enter upon the service of the day."
„Scott s ei-nnectiou of the mistletoe with
the festival is rather mure oleasant:

r~£^!Zl'}]2i^Z2?J!2*1Tft.?o™yBnw,,in*Si"hetEST*
Saw the stoted priest the chalice rear.
The damsel donned her klrtie sheen,

B^&ZLlT&^dgS?'-
Togather ivthe mbtietoe.
Jl

******•
The heir, withroses lnhis shoes,That nlgbtinlgbivlllagej-arlner choose.

Allhailed with Wncontrollert delightg»*aS&^*as^
lirongbt tilling,« salvation down

Formerly the mistletoe was hung upon
the wall and the girl who sat down under it

knew full well what she was doing and
watched her opportunity to be seated when
the swain came along by whom she wished
to be kissed. And be had uo excuse; kiss
her he must, or else find disfavor iv the eyes
of every one. present. In these latter days,
when chandeliers hang from the ceiling, tne
mistletoe is suspended from the brackets
and au unthinking Joan may heedlessly

sarae- xy ,Vsc -gruw
from her lips, be she willing or unwilling.

Some years ai*o. when Christine Nilsson
arrived in this couutrv for the first time,
she was invited to enjoy the Christmas
festivities in progress in one of the most
fash onable mansious inKllthavenue, New
York. Pendent Irom the chandelier bung

a braucii of mistletoe, under which she
attempted to pass inmost unconscious inno-
cence of the penalty. When directly under
the faithful bough a gentleman who had
been watching his opportunity sprang for-
ward and imprinted a rousing kiss upon her
lips. Crimson wilhindignation at what she

within. But the great point and crowning
glory of Christmas is the fire. Itis the visi-
ble heart aud soul of Christmas. You may
do without boef and plum pudding, even
tlle absence of mince pie may tie tolerated:
{*«£rausl be » bowl'P*""**speaking,'
but it need not absolutely be wassail. Buta huge, heaped up, all attracting fire. Wilh aES&& uf laces »buut "•* not to be
aeilleu US.

Herrick puts the Christmas fireinto verse.
and sings *

Como
„,..„„

wlth
,„„,„_

'^'riSii^S^T'.j.- «.,

sS~-"JSttftttc^kr hem. desiring.

\u0084„,,,,„„ «•*»»Christmas fabi.
The Frenchman. "

Plomb Poodlna" .nd
j»k»,'« i.i„»„ik.Zt

Aht ih«™ i. -h»~ «- .•!„An't
Incr? ls WD"? -foka eomea •*\u25a0•

Pumpkin pies ao well enough for Thanks-
giving day—and, in fact, Thanksgiving day
and pumpkin pie are synonymous terms In
New England-but what would Christmas

A
9l„TtAVeiar07ttr, dplu,npu?',iir,"•ror the, late \u25a0*\u25a0•* these luscious adjuncU

ot tne sreat festival ifever the Prohibition-
ists get into power. With the brandy, wine
and cider that go to form the sauce left out.
tbe course would fallas flat as a pancake

'
Christmas day nil tlm Vn.ii.h ™„v.'i-ph.,!"™, \u0084y, .". c fa *"abcooks In

*re~of bnßlne ss> forwarding plum
Pudding in cases to allparts of the country,
already cooked and fit for tbe table after
tba necessary warming. All tbls is. ofcourse, for the English. No prejudice can
be stronger than that of the French against
plain pudding. A Frenchman will dress

The dealer sized me np shrewdly, to make
sure that 1 was not such a father in disguise.

"Well," he said, "that depends on how
anxious he is. Ican generally tell by the
in luber of crows' feet and the beams in his
eye. Ifhe is only so so be could get that
bunch for SlO. If the young man has been
callins a long time but wont say anything, I
can generally eet Sl2 for ir. But the father
of nine— and Icm tell him every time—
cannot get off for less than Sls or S2O.
according to the size of his pocket-book. A
chap in this busiuess has to be a sort of
human weather sharp. He must be able to
tell by the feel of a man— the atmosphere
around him, so to speak— whether itis rain
or shine with him."

Old as Christendom and never wearing
out the ideasaut lie;ion of the mistletoe go* 8
on: "Hining and bed rooms are furnished
with boughs of holly. Families take it by
turns to entertain tlieir friends. They meet
early; tne beef and pudding are noble; the
mince pies— peculiar; the nuts, half play-
things aud half eatables; theorangesas cold
and acid as they ought to be, furnishing us
with a superfluity whi.h we can afford to
laugh at ;the cakes indestructible ;the was-
sail howls generous, huge, demanding ladles,
threatening to overflnw as they come in,
.'olid with roasted apples when set down.
Toward bedtime you hear of elder wine and
not seldom of punch. At the manor house
it is pretiy much the same as elsewhere.
Girls, although they be ladies, are kissed
under the mistletoe. Ifany family among
us happen tohave hit upon an exquisite brew-
ing, they send some of it round about, the
squire's house included, and he does the same
by the rest. Kiddles, hot cockles, forfeits,
music, dances sudden and not to be sup-
pressed, prevail unieiig great and small, and
from 2 o'clock in the day to midnight the
village looks like a deserted place out of
doors, but is full of life and merriment

The weight of theingredients, the size of thecopper, the quantity of water, the duration
of time, everything was attended to except
one trifle—the King forgot the cloth in
which the delicacy should be boiled, ar-d ";c
pudding was served up Jjlte- «0 much so't'ip
in immense turee-.,, f0 the surprise or the
eniba.ssaclr)7

i

-
wno WaSi however, too well-

"iired to express his astonishment.
Even the little street Arab in this country

understands the diiTerence between the fra-
grant smell of the iluni pudding and thatof
any or all other things that grace the table.
InNew York theie are thousands— or rather
were; things have been changed since tho
circumstance here narrated occurred

—
of

poor waifs, whose only share of the Christ-
mas festival is the smell of the viauds as
they halt in front of the place where the
cocking is going on. Two small boys have
halted over the grating on the Mercer-street
side of tbe St. Nicholas Hotel. One leans
ina nonchalant manner against the wall of
the building, while the other is peering
through the grating into the depths of the
culinary department. Suddenly he raises
his head and exclaims:"

1 say, Jakey, dey's bringing up de ros'
beef. Come and get a sniff.""

Oh, blow de ros' beef, Keyser. Tell me
when dey's biingiu' up de plum puddin'.
Hat's me ligur."

Philosopher in youth and manager of a
bunk in manhood, Misson in his travels
tells of a wonderful pie. Suppose somegood housewife tries the exueriment of
making it:"

Every English familyagainst Christmas
makes a famous pye which they call Christ,
mas pye. Itis a great nostrum. The com-
position of this pastry is a most learned
mixture of neats tongues, chicken, eggs,
sugar, raisins, lemon and orange peel aud
various kiuds of spicery."

PLANTATION CHEER.

How Ihe -sou the niNegro Spent Christmas
Before the War.

The devotional character of the Southern
negro is well understood by those familiar
with plantation life, aud nothing is more
touching than their monotonous, but, at tho
same time, musical chanting of some of
their hymns. Sitting on the wood-piles or
the fence

—
anywhere— the old "mauniy"

basting the roast 'possum, or,itmay be, the
turkey, some baking the corn-poue, and all
intent on Christmas cheer, the songs and
hymns of the plantation negro are a fitting
adjunct to the picturesqiieness of the sur-
roundings. The happiness of the cabin
always appears to be as great as that of themansion, albeit more rude and boisterous.
Imagine this carol if you can:

THE DARErS CHBTSTMAS FEAST.
Now the wintry win'am er blowlii' nioutjr brisk.Oh ! llssen tv de squakln od e goose;
Makes ole niggers get erroun purty brisk.Oh !listen to de squakln o* de gouse.
Now, ila.iiy.put de coon an' laters on ter cook,

Ob!llssen to de bawlin' o' de calf ;
De hominy's steam in' In de kittle on de hook.

Oh !llssen to de bawlin' of de calf.

De backlog's hiiTin' tn de old ealiln Are.lie roosier's done stop a-crowm';
His tongue's froze stnf, an' he kal-ituse his toes.

While he blizzard's ebrywbar a-blowin'.
De possum's done hid lvde big gum stump,

De dogs howl miner de floor;
De rheumatlz rage, ties ole niggers inaknot;

r"oke de lire an' abut tight de door.
Move dat bench to de table ready for de Chrismas

feas',
Oh! llssen to do guinea hen a-elackln';

De win's may howl,but we don't care de leas'
While our lips o'er de witt.es am a-smacklti'.

Oh» Lawd, wes gwlueter dine, jess as flue as any
silk,

De pot am a billn*on de fire:
Fill de pitcher quick, fer 1 wants mush aud milk,
l-'lllup my wooden bowl, now,Marlar.

—Texas Sittings.
Aud then this one:

•TJS CHEIS'MAS IN DE CABIN.

'Tls Chris'mas in de cabin,
Tlio'Iam fah away;

'lisChris'inas to de cabin,
Ikuo' de bressed day t

An' dar de moek-blrds slngln'
Make glad de happy spot,

An' all de flow'rs am bloomia*
Around my little cot.

Dc flow'rs my Liza planted—
De go:den gelseinlne,

De pinkazalea blossoms
An" honeysuckle vine.

Her po' ole ban's am folded.Her weary wok all done;
But yet the blossoms lilting

tSinlle up to greet tbe sun.
'Tls Chris'mas In de cabin,

De chimes sweep thro- de do'—
Whar nsed to be dar roorsteps.

My(hiilan come no more!

De fir-place hoi's no ember,,
De do' Is open wide:

De winder's dimau' dusky
Whar moonlight po'.i its tideI

'Tls Chris'mas In de cabin.
An' de ribber murmurs deep.

-De bati-o strings am broken,
Tls time to go to sleep."

De pleasant ribber slngln'
By de Bend so far away,

W bar 1 used to fiddle, honey,
De livelongChris'mas day-

Is slngln'now—jus' listen!
Wld 1.i.-.a by my side,
Iclimb de stany stairway

Ob bressed Chrts'mastlde.—
Irank Leslie's Newspaper.

IHE BOAR'S BEAD.

Dressed With Uny Garlands and Eaten
With Merry Honga,

Among the dishes served up at Christmas
dinners in the olden time the boar's head
was first at the feast aud foremost at the
board. Heralded by a jubilant flourish of
trumpets, and -Accompanied by strains of
merry minstrelsy, itwas can ied, on a dish
of gold or silver— no meaner metal would
suffice—iuto the banqueting-halt by the

The following stanza is frost* a' song snng
at the celebration.of.i!%-''' Boar's Head" at
Queeu tJ&8S&0, Oxford:

.r-.o Tbrarian brawls at our rites e'er prevail.
We temper our mirth with plain, sober, mild ale,
Tbe tricks ofold Circe deter us from wine,
Though we honor a boar, we wont make ourselves

swlue.
It is said that the Christmas celebration

of the "Boar's Head" at this college is com-
memorative of an act of valor performed by
a student of the college who, while walking
in a neighboring forest and reading Aristotle,
was suddenly attacked by a wildboar. The
furious beast came open-mouthed upon the
youth, who, however, very courageously and
"with a hapiy presence of mind, rammed
the volume down its throat, crying 'Graecum
est,' fairly choking the savage with the
sage."

FATING the arous.
A Bora! Bird Fit Only to Be Covered by

1a.r Lftdv'a Hands.
The term "Argus

"
is applied to a species

of the pheasant, remarkable for Its size and
the beauty and length of its wings and tail
feathers. The peacock is also by some
called the "Argus," from the hundred eyes
in the tail feathers wheu spread.

Next in importance to the boar's head as
a Christmas dish came the peacock. To
prepare "Argus" for the table was a task
entailing no little trouble. The skin was
first carefully stripped off with the plumage
adhering. The bird was then roasted.
When done and partially cooled it
was sewed up again in its feathers,
its beak gilded and so sent to the table.
Sometimes the whole body was covered
with leaf gold, and a piece of cotton, satu-
rated with spiiits, placed in its beak and
lighted before the carver began operations.
The bird was stuffed with spices and sweet
herbs, basted with the yelk of an egg and
served with plenty of gravy. The noble
bird was uot served by common hands; that
privilege was reserved for the lady guests
most distinguished by birth or beauty. One
of :hem carried itinto the diving-hall to the
sound of music, tlie rest of the ladies follow-
ingin due order, aud it was set down before
the master of the house or his most honored
guest

Geese, capons, pheasants drenched with
ambergris, and pies of carps' tongues helped
to furnish the table in bygone C'hristtuases.
Mince pies were popular under the name of
mutton pies as long ago as 159t>. They were
also kuown as shred and Christmas pies.

MAKING HOME IlAi'l'V.

What Kind of I'reseuts tn Give and What
Not tn <\u25a0 ye.

Itis not necessary that the toys and gifts
for the occasion be expeusive. Costly gifts
too often excite envy and emulation. An
.nstauce is brought to mind of one young
lady of the mature age of ten years, whose
Christmas doll and its wardrobe, filling
twelve miniature Saratoga trunks, cost
$1500. She was the envy of every littlegirl
on the avenue, and the poor fathers who had
daughters of about the same age had their
very lives made miserable by the pleadings
of their progeny for a similar present. Some
of the toys brought from Germany are of
the most costly kind, ranging as high as
$3000. This is not meant to indole the
presents of jewelry which sighing Strephons
make to their lovingPhyllises. But here isa
marked contrast, as going to show how little
ittakes to make childreu happy. Itis told
by a lady, who is relating an experience of
her own:
"Ispent a recent Christmas on a farm,

among a group of merry children, who had
few but home-made pleasures. We had a
Christinas tree, not very large, but suffi-
ciently laden to give all great pleasure. We
made our own candy. IfIhud space I
would tell you just bow, but Imust leave
that to another time. VVe had some English
walnuts that we used in making the candy,
ln cracking them we saved as many com-
plete half-shells as possible. Of these we
made turtles' and birds nests. To make the
turtles we cut a round piece of wood for the
under-sliell of the turtle; the head, legs and
tail we cut out of walnut wood. Then we
fastened the parts together wilh putty
and varnished the top, and the turtles
were complete. How the children did
laugh at them. But they laughed more at
the turkeys, which we made out of chest-
nuts. We look the nut for the body, and
stuck in pins for legs and a crooked wire for
the head aud neck. We covered the wire
wilh putty,molding itintosomething likethe
shape of a bird's head. For a spread tail
we had the tip of a real turkey-tail feather
glued on. The feet we made of
putty and put in brown straws for toes.
Making the birds' nests was very pretty
work. We varnished the waluut shells, then
fastened inside withglue tiny bits of moss,
and small round candies for eggs. Some of
these we set in a little basket of dried
grapes, and others we hung on the tree.When the distribution of gifts was over
these nesls were given also to tbe severalchildren, who no doubt keep them yet among
tlieir choicest treasures. VVe had a wonder-
fully pretty tree, and its decorations cost
almost nothing. We had strings of pop-
corn, red and white, paper chains, cut by tbe
children themselves out of bright-colored
papers. As a substitute for the bright glass
balls that reflect the light so prettily, we
hung up pieces of a broken looking-glass
which had a. very pretty effect. We had
some scraps of gilt paper, and we cut
crescents and moons from pasteboard and
covered them with this. Iwish you could
have seen how pretty the whole looked when
our work was done."

|iton the table with two of the points facing
I you (see Diagram 20), fold again at the dotted

No. 21.

line to form a triangle (see Nn. 21), fold the
right-hand corner down to tlie dotted line
in No. 21 (see No. 22), fold the left-hand
corner down in the same way; fold down to

No. 22. V

the dotted line in the center of No. 22, press
the folds very flat, place the serviette with
the point of the slipper to your lefthand
and the widest part to the right (see No. 23):

NO. -3.

turn the twopoints down to the dotted line
and tuck them neatly inside, press tightly to
make them flat. Now take the four sepa-
rate folds and draw them up one by one,

No. 24.

turn the points over, arranging them in a
nice curve with the fingers, and you have
finished the design. The rollmust be placed
under the slipper.

MALTESE CROSS.
Maltese cross: A pretty Maltese cross,

suitable fora small-sized breakfast serviette,
may be made by exactly the same folds as
the' quatre pocbes. After turning over the
fourth foldliftup a corner and draw out the
part of the serviette you willfind folded in-
side ;tliis makes one square arm of the cross.
Draw out all the points in the same way,
liftup the points in the center and set the
roll under them.

CAPE HATTERAS LIGHT.
It Will Be the Most Important

One in the World.

The proposed Cape Hatteras light house
will, when completed, be the most important
structure of its kind in the world, both as to
cost, efficiency, and usefulness to mariners.
Its foundation, a shoal, witha depth of 100
feet, makes its construction a matter of ex-
treme risk and its ultimate success a matter
of grave doubt.

Whatever its tips and downs may be, how-
ever, it is doubtfuf if the building of the
Hatteras light willbe attended by half as
many catastrophes as those that attended
the building of tlie BUliod light on the west-
ernmost of the rocks of the fcicilly Islands.
The story of the building of this light was
laid before the Light-house Board at Wash-
ington when consideration of the Hatteras
project was pending, says the New York
Times, aud although the latter willlie built
on a shoal, while the former was built ou a
rock, the combat with the elements is
equally severe in both localities aud s.-rved
to impre-s the board with the great dangers
coufruiiting a project at once isolated aud
exposed.

The position of the Bishop Unlit Isdoubt-
less one of the most important to mariners,
warning them, as it docs, of the terrible
rooks where, October 2-2, 1707, Sir Cloudes-
ley Shovel, with tho ships Association,
Eagle and Huniney, was lout, with 2000 men.
Tho Bishop is also the guiding mark for
the Euglish and Bristol Channels. The rock,
composed of a very hard, pink granite, is
153 feet long and 52 feet wide at the level of
low water. Itstands iv 20 fathoms, is steep
all around, and is exposed to the full fury
of the Atlantic.

Anopen structure ot wrought and cast
iron was first bnilt, and was 1.-ft with con-
fidence to resist the storms of tho approach-
ing winter. Two mouths Juter, in aslorm
which lasted but four hours, the lighthouse
was completely destroyed and swept from
the rock. Then a stone structure was de-
termined on, and, although every effort
was put forth, it was four years before
even the foundations were completed, and
ten years before the tower was lighted.
Soon afterward its exposure to heavy
storms was realized.

On oue occasion the fog-bell, weighing 500
pounds, was torn from its bracket, 100 feet
above the sea level, together with tbe flag-
stall and a large part of the lantern itself.
The tremor of the stone tower on these oc-
casions was such as to Itwow articles off
shelves, aud several of the lame glass prisms
of the dioptric apparatus were fractured.
Inanother year it was found that the gran-
ite blocks composing the base of the struc-
ture were becoming fractured by the as-
saults of the sea and the strain on the hand-
ing.

Finally, to save the structure from the
fate that had befallen its predecessors, it
was determined to rebuild it. This work
has only recently been completed, and it is
said to be a marvel of engineering skilL
The rebuilding was accomplished by Incas-
ing the existing tower with carefully duve-
tailed granite masonry, each alternate block
of the new work being dovetailed to the old.
The task was one of considerable difficulty^.,
owing to the necessity for maintaining the
light throughout the progress of the work,
and the risk to the workmen was great, es-
pecially at the upper part of the old tower,
owing lo the narrow leitge on which the
worn* had to be executed, ln this case,
however, the risk was not as great as itwill
be on the building of the Hatteras light,
where there will be only an artificial foun-
dation for the workmen, and where inucli of
the preliminary work must be done under
water at a deDiti of 100 feet Below ihe sur-
face of the most tempestuous poitiou of the
Atlantic.

DiSPOSIiNG UF THE DEAD.

Belief That IrrnnlliMi Is Older linn
lllhllUlatlou.

If sun and fire worship be the earliest
forms of religion in the world it is reasi.n-
ai.lt- to infer tbat ciemation is older than in-
humation. Aud yet.ihe Chaldeans, who
were fire worshipers, regarded the burning
of a human body as a pollution of thoir
Deity, and the ancient Parse s (as do their
modern representatives) exposed tlieir dead
to the attacks of beasts of prey, caring not
about the liesh, aud cmiiideut iv the in-
destructibility of the bones. It is curious,
however, that the ancient Uerman races did
not regard it as a pollution of the Earth
Deity to bury their dead. The Scythians,
again, declined both fire and earth, and
made their graves in the air, hunting the
bodies on trees, while the Ichihyopliagi of
Egypt sought liieiisin the sea. These last,
itwill be observed, thought to avoid cor-
ruption in the very manner which the
Homeric heroes dreaded moit—by the ex-
tinction of the fire of the suul in water.

The old Balearians, according loDiudorus
Siculus, adopted a curious com promise.
They ufFeeted urn burial without'burniug—

crushing the flesh and bones into urns,
upon which they heaped wood without fire.
And that the Jews were not uuiic<-,iir.iuled
with cremation is certain, for the men ot
Jabesh burned tbe bodies of Saul and his
sons.

The Massagetse, who, according to Herod-
otus, inhabited the countiy to the cast of
tho Caspian, had a cheerful habit of boiling
tlieir aged and infirmrelatives and of feast-
ing on their bodies, "esteeming universally
this mode of death the happiest." Those
who died from disease, however, were not
eaten, but were buried in the earth as alto-
gether unfortunate subjects, to be forgotten
quickly as unworthy members of the family.
Yet as the Mnssagelie were sun worshipers .
we may imagiue something of the religious
element in the boiling process.— The Scot-
tish Magazine.

The Petaluma Imprintsays: CasaGranda,
the old adobe building situated in Vallejo
Township, about three miles from this city,
and inplatu view of Petaluma, is the oldest
building iv this valley. Itwas built by Geis-
enral Vallejo about 1846, and it was here the
first white child of any of the Eastern im-
jiuigranU to California was born. A son of
pWilliain Bogus, at present living InNapa, ,
i was born in this same Casa Uraude. Tne
old adobe building is rapidly being washeddown, and unless somo means are taken tnpreserve itthere willlna few years be but
ilittleof itleft.

THE CHRISTMAS TREE.
BY 11. c. DODGE.

'

Entombment of Christ.

'•My Peace IGive U.nto You."

The Miracle of the Fishes.

2

To fold the miter: A servif-tto that is
rather longer one way ilian the other is best
for this design; fold itin three lengthwise
(as itusually comes from tne laundry); fold
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see by Itsown
sparkling lightthis

beautirm tree tillinghome

Tl
wltb delight T 'Tis | «

O the Christinas Tree O *i*
beading with tokens of I

lave, earth's angels attending, I
hcaveu'a augels above. O. say can you• 1 I bear sweetest muslo I 1 m••

© 9 around making borne, Ik Q> *•
A cvitdear, dearer yet with Its )%

\u25a0ou&d ? 'Tls the %\%A song of
'

childhood's rlgbt merriest glee
inspired by the wild wood's most beautiful tree. .• I I <>. lay you will nnd on ll*

TV \u25a0 this tree ofdelight rare gifts \u25a0
•

•\u25a0•
all detlgned tomake memory brlgbt

*
I

from fatber and motber and daughter and I
\u25a0on— from each to the other witb love never I

0 done, o, say you willfeel as the rrotts from this tree their n*
II beauties reveal a great joy that | |

• •
\u25a0 V X willfree the heart from all sadness and X If''

cause it to know tbe holiest gladnes9 that earth
'*

can bestow. Hall,Tree! wblle we minglearound thee
withcheer. AllbaU to KrisKrlngle.who planted tbee here. MayChrist-mas oldstory toldalways with zest'glve homes new glory and make its own blest.
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