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The extemt of the Sahara can hardly be
4 1 by one who has not had his atten-
n expressiy called to its geographical
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curlosity to see the stranger and all that
concerns him. The only point in which the
Saharan nowad is in thorough sympathy
with Mohammedanism and the Koran is in
the matter of prayer. About this he is
scrupulous; morning, noon and night he
turns his face to Mecca, and, as in the desert
water is 100 precious to be used for ab-
lutions, he washes his hands in sand,
spreads his prayer carpet and repeats the
vravers of the hour. Singularly abstemious
are these wanderers. Burton, in one of his
marches, offered a DBedounin a drink of
water, *No, Ithank you, Idrank yester-
day,” was the reply. Subjected to all
sorts of hardships, traveling for days
under a blazing sun, with only a handful of
dates and a mouthful of water for a day’s
provision, the Arabs appreciate the neces-
sity of making abstinence a habit, and,
even when settled in comparatively fertile
regions, are almost as frugal as when on
the march.

A very common mistake concerning the
Sahara is with regard to the oases. It is
supposed that these are few and far be-
tween, but this is a mistake, for there are
several hundreds; so many, in fact, that
one-third the surface of the mighty desert
18 supposed to consist of more or less fertile
land. But it is not fertile by rature, though
rendered so by cultivation, for wherever
there is a spring vegetation appears, and by
care ou the part of the inhabitants to pre-
veut encroachments of the sand the limits
of the arable land are greatly extended
Suppose, for Instance, a garden should be
wanted. The Arab scoops out the sand
from a space, necessarily limited, to a depth
five to fifteen feet below the surrounding
surface. There he cowes to moist ground,
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ITY OF THE DESERT.
| must, however, be many fertile, grassy
tracts, for the district south of Moroceo has
a considerable population living on the
produce of flocks and nerds. The caravan
route from Tangiers to Timburton is not
i capable of supporting a single family, but
it 1s said that the road has purposely been
made through the worst districts, the mer-
chants preferring to undergo the dangers of
{ the desert rather than those whichawould
be encountered by passing through the ter-
ritory of the hestile or greedy sheiks. The
| coast ridge is in general from 60 to 100 feet
| high; a very dangerous current sets in from
| the opensea, and the prevailing winds be-
| ing from the northwest, when on-e a sailing
| vessel chances to be driven in elose to the
| shore it is almost impossible to work out to
| sea. A vessel cast on shore is always plun-
dered, and generally the crew are made
slaves or put to death, so that even now this
| part of the African coastis more dreaded
than any other.

Several earavan routes traverse the Sa-
bara in various directions. The one from
Tangiers to Timbucton has already been
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A SAND STORM

then the droves of camels, asses and horses,
with armed escorts; after them follow the

camels bearing their burdens of tents and
houseliold goods, then more armed men,

dogs of the tribes accompanving every
ision and bringing up the rear. Fero-
:ious as they look, these bands of homeless
aunderers are dangerous only when they
are the stronger party. Then they do not
hesitate a moment to plunder and 8lay ; but
whenever they dre in the minority they dis-
play a humility which is beautifully touch-
=3 They will kiss the hem of the traveler’s
garmeuds, tell him they are his slaves and
beg his commands. Nominally Moham-
medans, they depart from many. i1 not most,
of the cardinal points of Mohammedan doe-
trine. They do not hesitate to become intox-
‘cated on palm wine, really a strong brandy,
at whatever they can get during Ramidan or
atany other time of year. Their women go
inveiled, and generally display a feminine

IN THE SAHARA.

mentioned, so also has the great caravan
route from Tripoli to Bornoo, by way of the
central line of oases through the desert.
Among others there is one from Cairo to
Lake Tchad and another from Cairo to
Fezzan. The caravans generally consist of
from 200 to 50¢ persons, with from 500 to
2000 camels; Yor without these patient
beasts it is impossible to traverse some
parts of the Sahara at all, the wells occa-
sionally being as much as ten days apart.
Amn idea of the unpleasantness of the jour-
ney may be formed from the fact that it
takes a caravan forty days from Cairo to
Fezzan and nearly thirly more to the fertile
regions south of the desert,

The productions of the Sahara are limited.
Cawels and domestic animals are reared by
the Moors and Arabs, but aside from these
there are only three articles of export—salt,
gum-arabic and ostrich feathers. Salt is
found in many places, and is generally

taken by the caravans going south, for the
Soudan produces no salt, and enormous
profits are made by its purchase in the oases
of the Sahara and sale along the Niger. The
principal articles conveyed south by the
caravans are«iuropean cotton goods, guns,
ammunition and liquors. Much of the gnm-
arabic used in Europe and America is pro-
duced in the Sahara, for in the southwestern
district are dense groves of acacias, and the
Qruduct of their branches is gathered by the
Moors and sold to the French in St. Louison
the Senegal. Ostriches abound in most parts
of the desert, though what they live on is a
problens. They are hunted both for their
feathers and their flesh, though only a half-
starved Moor could tolerate the tough,
fibrous meat of this able-bodied bird. Be-
sides ostriches, however, there are very few
animalsin the deserts, most of the wells and
springs being monopolized by human beings.

It is a remarkable fact, however, that
there are indications of a former abundant
population in the Sahara, and signs that the
climate was once less intolerably liot than it
is at present. In many of the valleys signs
of water ccurses are frequent, and some-
times on the sandy plains wells, still walled
in, thoungh now dry, are to be found, indi-
cating that springs were onoce more abundant
than they now seem to be. But the best
sign of all that there has been a change in
climatic cenditions of the Sahara is the fact
that, in the northern and central part evi-
dence exists of & vast population. Fezzan
and the southern part of the Sahara were
used by the Romans as penal colonies. Nero
sent a large body of political offenders there
that they might die the sooner, the elimate
then being considered very insalubrious for
Eurvpeans. The same district was the Si-
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more pleasant, that rains were more he-
quent, and betler cond 15 of life pre-
vailed. Itis known that iron ore. granite

and marble are abundant in the desert, for
Thus
cities could be easily builded. It is proba-
ble that when vegetation was more abun-
dant and families, both wild and domestie,
were anore numerous, that the Sahara was
not the uninvitng region that it now is.
Geologists believe that parts of the Suhara
were once at the bottom of the sea, and that
in one of thouse bygoue ages, the surround-
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Lrayer in the Desert.

ing coast, eomprising now a sandy waste,
was formed like other tropical regions.
Whether this were true or not, itis not im-
p ssible that the desert again may blossom
Like the rose, for the French, who have an
interest in the country, and are credited
wiith a desire to own it all, have a preject
for making an inland sea in the western part
of the desert It appears from surveys
made that about 120 000 square miles, not
far from the coast, are below the level of the
shore, and a canal cut through the coast hills
would flood this portion of the desert and
might produce a change in its climate.
This, however, is a piece wilth the scheme
for a transsabaran raiiroad from Fezzan and
the oases to Timbuetoo and Bornoo. This
is a day of great projects, and whether sueh
giant undertakings will ever be realized is
impossible 1o predict; but even should the
sanal be dug and that portion of Sahara
flooded with water, there is no reason to
suppese that any very material change in
the climate will result, save in the immedi-
ate vicinitv., Far more xeliance can be
placed on the artesian wells, for wherever
these have been sunk excellent water f§
found at a depth of 200 to 400 feet, and with
good water an inland sea is by no means a
necessity.—Globe-Democrat.

No Wreck Ashore
Was ever more hopelessly stranded than a wrecked
constitution, whether Iis disaster be the product of
some formidable malady, or that slow, premature
decay that seems to fasten upon some ¢onstitutions

An excellent
means of checking this gradual draln of the sources

without apparent adequate cause.

of vitality is the beneficent tonic, Hostetter's Stom-
ach Bitters, which promotes digestion, enriches the
bleod and gives substance as well as stamina to an
culeebled frame. Constipation, feebleness of the
kidneys and nladder, fever and ague and rheuma-
tism, are gmong the bodily allinents which it reme-

dies promptly and thoroughly. FPersistence in its

use 18 well merited by it, 4
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A COLLECTION
OF CARD STORIES

Marking the High Honors of a Whist
Pack to Note to Whom Dealt.

A Coffin Used for a Card-Table—How Cavour
Saw Through the Game—Death the Stakes.
The Longest Game on Record.

At a social gathering a few evenings ago,
the conversation turning upon luck, says the
Boston Giobe, a gentleman remarked: ‘‘All
this talk about 13 being an unlocky number
is sheer nonsense. What, for instance, is
luckier than holding thirteen trumps at
whist 2"

“Humph!” replled another gentleman,
“I held a thirteen-trump hand once, and
didn’t make more than one trick with it.”

**‘How could that be?””

“*Well, you see, my partner was some-
what hot-tempered, and when I uump--a{
his ace he jumped up and fired me out of
the room.”

{riends, the Duke of Bedford, the Duke de
Laval and Captain Smith, were admitted to
play whist with him, and remain till the
lock-up hour at 11,

Early in the sitting Captain Smith fell
back in a fit of apoplexy, and one of the
party rose to call for heip.

Stop!”  cried another, * we shall be
turned out if you make a noise: let our
fn,nml alone till 11, we can play dummy and
f¢'ll be none the worse,for I can read death
in his face.”

}hox"tly after tha close of the Secession
War General Forrest and his wife stopped
at a hotel in Memphis, and after examining
their purses tound the sum total of their
wealth amounted to $730. The General
beinz due that evening at a house where he
knew poker was sure to be played, pro-
posed that he should tempt fortune to the
full extent of his means, and asked his wife
to pray for his success. She would not
promise, but he felt that she was for him,
and knew how it would be. But let him tell
Kll.l"l""ﬁt in his own words:

‘They had tables—one was & quarter-
dollar table, one a half, and one a dollar
f”'d a hall. I wanted to muke my $7 last as
long as I conld, so I sat down to the quarter
table. By dinner-time I had won enough to
do better, and after we had .eaten, sat down
to the dollar and a half table, Sometimes
won, and then again I’d lose, until ntgh
upon midnight, when I had better luck. I
knew Mary was sitting up anxicus, and it
made me cool.

“Iset my hat upon the floor, and every
time I won I d drop the money in the hat. |
sat there until day broke, and then [ took
mwy hat in both hands, smashed it on my
heaid and went honme.

“When I got to iy room there sat Mary

Henry Lord de Ros was once said to be
one ot the best whist-plavers io England. |
Subsequently, however, it was discovered |
that he was in the habit of aiding his skill |
by marking with his nail the high honors of
the pack so that he might observe to whom
they were dealt.

During the’ scandal which followed this
discovery, & fop who had never been ad-
mitted to his acquaintance drawled out,
“1 would leave my card at his house, but 1
fear he would mark it.”

** That wonld depend,””
man present,
a high bonor.” !

De Ros did not long survive the disgrace- |
ful exposure, and Theodore Hook is said to
have embalmed his memory in the follow-
ing punning epitaph:

Here lies the premie

awaiting the last tru

remarked a gentle-
“on whether Lie considered 1t

baron of Engzland patientiy

Lord Lytton was extremely fond of w!
and belonged to the well-known Portla
Club, in which were to be found many cele
brated players. There was one me r
the club, a very harmless, inoffensive wan

of the name of Townsend, for w!
entertaimed a pecu
| never play while th
room. He firmly
brought him bad luck.

One afternoon when Lord Lvtton was
playving and had enjoyed an uninterrupted
run of -k, it suddenly turned, upon which
he exclaimed, **1 am sure that Mr. Towao-
send has come into the einb.”

| Tenew the

Some two minutes after, just time eno
ted this uniu
Lord Lytton left the table as
rubber was over aud did not
1Yy.

| to ascend the stairs, in wal

personage.
the

s0on as

Swilt alludes to whist as a favorite pa
tinve, and Hayward tells us that a
beginuing of the century there was in a
cotintiy town in Somersetshire a whist club,
that met for play every Sunday eveuniung in |

| the back parlor of a barber.

| 1rom 1
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When Cavonr sat
of double duminy
member of the P
money with the best grace imaginable, and
merely remarkeq that hougt he saw
through the game and that it might not be
such a bad 1avestment after ail. The next
night be met the same antagonist, played
high and steadily for several hours and rose
from the table a richer man by $150,000.

paid the

he thought

Still larger were the winnings of Espar-
tero from his foe Marota, if the truth is told
about them. The story runs that they
agreed to meet privately in a Jone farm-

arrange a truce be-
tween their respective forces. No sooner
did Espartero r the room than the
Carlist chief challenged hinvto a game of !
tressilio, a challenge the Christino com-
mander aceepted with alacrity. Espartero |
first wen all Marota’s money, then his own |
conditions for a truce, article by article, |
and finally the entire submission of the
Carlist army. Within twenty-four hours |
Marota had paid the debt and the first
Carlist war was at an end.

A traveler in New Zealand, spending the
night in a squatter’s hut, was invited to cut |
in for a rubber of whist. As he took his

“Why!” said his part.er, in a tone indi-
surprisa at such a question, *‘the
usual game, of course—sheep points and a
bullock on the rubber.”

Perhaps the most remarkable wager ever
made was brought te light in an investiga-
tion which took place in Bcw street in 1812,
The police officer reported that he had seen
two men on a wall on Hampstead road, one
of them hanging by the neck from a lamp
post, having just been tied up by the other.
It came out that they lad played all day,
first for money, then for ciothes, and finally,
which of the two should hang the other.
‘I'e larger man of the twain lost, and was
actually paying the penaltv when the police
cfficer intervened and saved Lis life.

Aunent Lord Granville’s devotion to whist,
there is the following well-authenticated
storv:

One afternoon, intending to set ont for
P’aris, he ordered the carriage at Graham’s

at 4. When it came around he was playing
whist. At 10 o’clock he sent out to say that

he should not be ready for an hour or two
vet, and that the horses had better be
changed. Again six hours went by and the
coachman appearing was ordered to change
them again. Three times at intervals of six
hours were fresh horses put in before he was
ready to start. When the party rose they
were up to their ankles in cards, and the
Embassador, it was reported, was the loser
to the tune of £8000 or £10,000.

But a still longer sitting at the eard-table
was that in which Governor Stokes of North
Carolina and Mountjoy Builey, Sergeant-at-
Arms of the Senate, were two of the play-
ers. They sat down to eards on Thursday
evening, played ail that night and the next
day, ouly stopping oceasionally for refresh-
ments. ‘The game was continned Friday
night and Saturday, throngh Saturday night
and all day Sunday and Sunday night, the
players resting for a snateh of sleep as na-
ture became exhausted. Monday morning
the game was in fuoll blast, but at 10 o’eloek
Bailey moved an adjournment, aileging that
his official duties required his presence at
the Senate chamber,

Stokes remonstrated, but the Sergeant-at-
Arms persisted and rose from the table.

The Governor grumbled and seolded, but
finally gave it up, swearing that if he had
suspected that Builey would break up the
game thus prematurely he would have seen
him—so to speak—before he would have in-
vited him to join the party.

AN EDWARD EVERETT STORY.

One evening when Washington Irving,
Everett and Bancroft were chatling over
diplomatie reminiscenses Everett told how
when he and the Neapolitan Embassador had
been presented to her Majesty Queen Vie-
toria, Lord Melbourne intimated that they
would be expected to join in a game of
whist with the Duchess of Kent.

** 1 play but a very poor game myself,”
said Melbourne, *“in fact, I scarcely under-
stand it.”

“ And 1,” said the Neapolitan to Everett,
*‘am a very bad player, and should I chance
to be your partuer I invoke your forbear-
ance in advance,” to which the American
Euvoy replied that he knew very liitle of
the game himself.

*“ Here,” said Everett, in relating it, *‘were
three dignified persons, clad in gorgeous
attire, solemnly going to piay a game they
imperfecily understood, and for which none
of them cared a straw,”

Uvon reaching the Duchess’ apartments
the Embassadors were formally presented,
and then, at ber invitation, sat down to play.

As soon as the cards were dealt a lady-in-
waiting placed herself at the back of the
Duchess, and the latter said: * Your Excel-
lencies will excuse me if I relyon the advice
of my friend here, for I must confess that I
am really a very poor player.”

This was almost too much for Everett’s
gravity, and it was only with the greatest
effort that he could refrain from laughing
':.Ioud at the ludicrous formality of the situ-

ion.

{ of _her gown, and then we counted it.
| S1500 even, and that gave me a start.”

|10 this manper:

In Ber gown. She seemed tired and worried,
and lhuu'gh she looked mighty hard at me,
she didn’t say a word. I walked right up to
her, and emptied my hat right into the lap
Just

HOUDIN'S SARCASTIC TRICK.

Happening to drop into a Continental ca-
sino one day Robert Houdin observed a
Greek reapilug a rich harvest at ecarte, and
as soun as a seat became vacant he took it.
I he Greek, dealing dexterously, turned a
king from the bottom of the pack. Wuen
the deal came to Houdin he observed:

“When I turn kings from the bottom of

| the pack I always do it with one hand in-

stead of two; it is quite as effective, and
nuch more elegaost. Sce! here comes his
majesty of diamonds,”” and up came the

card.

L

cheat stared at the conjuror for a mo-
1L, and then rushed trom the place with-
ing to possess hiinself of his hat, ceat or
winbiugs.

Another of the light-fingered fraternity.
ifter winpning ten gaines al cearte in sucees-
sion tried his fortuns avainst a new oppo-
nent, and continued to win. ks bad made
four points, and, dealing, turned vp a kiug
wod wol.

“My luck is something wonderful,”” he re-
plied.

“Yes,” said his adversary, “and all the
mnore wonderful since I have the four kings
oif thie pack in my poeket”; and the pro-
fessor of legerdemain laid them on the

| table. .

There Is a go
ting ol a gambler and a confederate, who
was looking on, by an apparent innocent.
I'be gawme, which was Nuapoleoa, is played

t Five ciris are dealt and
yers io tura declare the number of
i to make. Whoever de-
number plavs against the
card led is trumps.

In Liis case oniy two plavers,

rest, and t
ihere were

nd to the “innocent” was deall ace, king,
een, knave of cly and ace of diamonds.
He vaturally backed himself to get five

tricks, the nees in favor of his doing so
being enormous., He intended, of course,
to make trumps, but the readiness
with which s wagers were aceepted by the
ontooker who saw his opponent’s hand,
wroused his suspicions, and when the staie

clubs

liad risen to a high amonnt, he made his
solitary dlamond the trump, and found his
adversary with five clubs, and so made

every trick.
A Mr. Purdy of

his bacheloerhood
11es know that
ard-playing  as

On

New York, as the end of
drew nigh, let his old
he intended to giveup
soon  as he was married.
learning this they put their heads to-
gether, and a day or two after the wedding
invited him to a little dinr at Dehmeonico’
at which he was to recelve a $300 silver
service.
Dinner done and the presentation made,
e party made themselves and their guest
IEITY OVer Soiie ext and when
they thought the time ome, proposed a
gawe of poker, aud Purdy gave in, ** just for
this once.”

)'S,

+

His hosts had fixed things nic
culated upon winning ihe oric
ding g the dinuer and the wine,
long . r dayvlight the next morning, the

gameé hiWke up, the intended viciim not only
held possession of the siiver service, but
had completely cleaned out every one of his
opponents,

A gentleman who has traveled in Russia
relates the following:

*I remember once when'playing ecarte at
a bail given by the Empress to the late Em-
peror, the fatter, who was wandering about,
came behind me to wateh the game. My ad-
versary aud I were boti at four, and it was

my deal.

“*Now,” said the Emperor, ‘let us see
whether you can turn vp a king.”
“1dealt and then held up the turn-up

| eard, observing, ‘Your orders, sir, have been

obeved.”

“The Emperor was greatly astonished, and
a dozen times afterward asked me how 1
managed it, and he never would believe that
it was a mere hazard—that I had taken the
chance of the card being a king.”

THE GOAT, THE CAN AND THE SWING,
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‘When Lord Thanet was imprisoned in
the tower for the O’Conwsr riot three of his

— Philadelphia Times.

TALKS FOR BOYS

By Colomel Thomas W. Knox

=

It is oiten said that the age of miracles is
past, but is that really the case? In all of our
cities the Rock of Horeb stands at the street
corners, and even in our houses: the torn-
ing of the faucet gives us the resuit whieh
Moses obtained with his wand. The En-
chanted Carpet of the Arabian Nights is
found in the ocean steamship and the Pull-
man car; the Burning Bush, which, though
burning, -was unconsumed, is repeated in
the incandescent lamp of Edison and his
rivals, and the girdle which Puck would
put’ around the earth in forty minutes is
accomplished by the telegraph. Nay, more;
the forty minutes of Puck are altocether
surpassed, as the lighining’s flash is
made in an instant, and far out-
strips that slothful laggard, the sun.
Populous cities that rose in the desert in a
single night ave brought to mind in the won-
derful growths of many modern cities which
could be named, and the work of the magi-
cians who *swept away great armies by
means of their spells is fairly rivaled by
the breech-loading cannon of Krupp, and the
machine-guns of inventors by the score. The
helwgm)_nh flashes intelligence over long dis-
tances with magical speed, and witheut the
aid of the electric wire, and the t irpedo
buried in our harbors places the voleano at
our service for protection against a‘hostile
fleet. And now we are told that throuzh the
skill of a Western inventor we are shortly
to fly through the air in machines under our
control, and bid defiance to the accidents of
solid earth and the impediments it presents
to locomotion. Whatis 1o come nexi?

* » -

Recently T was one of a dinner party that
met Mr. Mountenev Jeplison, one of the
officers, and a very efiicient one he was, who
accompanied Stanley in his mareh through
Africa for the relief of Emin Pasha. Dur-
ing the conversation at the table some one
asked Mr. Jeplison what be considered the
most remarkablg thing about Africa. *“The
greatest wond~r about Africa,”” he replied,
“is to know how they got along there before
they had opened communication with the

rest of the world, and especially with
Aumerica. Plantains and bananas, whieh
form a large part of their fond, came
from Asla and were not known in Africa
for a long time after the history of
the human race begins. Maize, what
you in this country Il corn, came from

America, and so did manioc and tobaceo ;-of
course men can get along without tobaceo,
but if you should take maize and manioe
away from Africa to-day you would deprive
the people of two very umportant articles of

food. There is the potato, too, which came
from America; think what a boon it has
been, not only to Afriea, but all the rest of

the world, especiaily to Ireland. Hardly a
thing can be named in Africa that is an ar-
ticle of food which did not come from some
other part of the world, and that, too, after
areat kingdoms had flourished there for a
long time and the country, Irom one end to
the other, was well populated. Deprive
them to-day of their edible exotics, and
there would be a famine in the land which
would sweep off three-fourths of the popu-
lation before the end of another year.”’
s 5

The remark of the guest, who is a delight-
ful conversationalist and one of the most
wodest of men, turned the table talk in the

direction of the benefits that the different
countries of the earth have conferred on
each other. One of the party called atten-

tion to the fact that in one respect Afr.eais
to-day very much in the condition of Amer-
ica  before its discovery by Columbus.
When asked to explain he said that 400
years ago America bad no beast of burden
of any kina save the llama, whose habitat
was the soutbern half of the coutinent.
North Awmerica bad no load-bearing animal |
whatever, and anvthing to be transporied
on land was carried by wen, as Africa car-

around the Gulf of Bothnia to the north.
Then he continued to Siberia, and went as
far as Yakutsk, intending to press on toward
Bebrmg Straits in the spring of 1788. But
in January of that month he was arrested
by order of the Empress, taken back to St.
Petersburg, and afterward put across the
Polish frontier with orders not to enter Rus-
sla again without the imperial permission.
Thus was his enterprise broken up.

A similar journey was undertaken in 1820
l{y an eccentrie officer of the British navy,
Captain Cochrane. He traversed Europe
and Siberia, and reached Kamschatka after
many adventures, but with a whole skin
and bones, Lediard’s journey was broken
uﬂf byva Russian woman, the Empress; Cap-
tain Cochrane’s journey was ended in Kam-
schatka by another Russian woman, who
was got an Empress at all, but only an or-
dinary mortal. The Captain fell in love
with and married a native of Siberia, and
through her influence thie pedestrian tour
around the world was abandoned. He re-
turned to England by way of Russia in 1823,
and died two years later.

Copyright, 1591.

DIGGING ST. CLAIR TUNNEL

The Simple Invention of a Cooper Greatly Ac-
celerated the Work =

The great St. Clair tunfel
which will carry the Grand
Trunk Railroad under the St.

Clair River from Port Sarnia,
Ontario, to Port IHuron, Mich.,
has been richly productive of
engineering feats and phenom-
ena, one of the best and sim-
plest of which is related by the
Eugineerinz News. The tun-
nel was exeavated by a sharp-
edged cylinder, whiech was
forced through the stiff clay by
hydraulic pressure. As the
clay cozed through the aper-
tures in the advancinz shield
it was dug away and carriel
off. So stiff and sticky was this
clay that ordinary shovels were
bent out of shape ic handling
it, and the only teol that would
stand the service was a narrow,
long-bladed English ditehing
spade, which was imported for

English aiter-the purpose, but progress with
i ‘ 1 these tools was exasperatingly
Claiy ¢ wty. ,\;!lyrv.

A journeyman cooper who was out of a
jub secured employment as a laborer in the
tunnel before the work had progressed very
fur, but he was unaccustomed to the hand-
ling of both shovel and spade, and decided
that would - beat

that he could make a tool
the slender spade every
time. When he next
came to work he brought
an_ odd -shaped draw-
knife made of a piece of
1eavy band-iron, and
two  wooden handles,

The cooper’s feliow-la-

borers made fun of the

novel tool, but when

they saw him shave

down the clay with it 7ne draw-zrife that
twice as fast as it could was  subsiituted.

be chopped out with a spade their derision
ceased. The engineers in charge quickly
recognized the valve of this simple adapta-
tion, and all the laborers were soon fur-
nished with the new tools.

Subsequent progress in driving the tuanel
was the most rapid that has ever been made
in tunneling, the average rate having been
455 feet per month.—Puiladelphia Record.
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TREES THAT ARE SACRED.

Legends Concerning the Ash, the Oak and
the Date—A Sacred Flower.

The palin, the oak and the ash are, ac-
cording tov a tiinely and interesting article in
the June number of the ‘ Deutsche Rund-
schau,” the threetrees which,isinee time im-
memorinl, were held to be sacred trees. The
first among them, which figures on the oldest
moenumenis and pictures of the Egyptians
and Assvrians, is the date-palin hometan.
Tradition of a later period says that when
Adam left Paradise he was allowed to take
with him three things—a wyrtle, because it
was the most lovely anc most scented flower

ries  its  burdens to-dav. Horses and
cattle are exoties, anud S0 are
sheep, goats, Pigs, dogzs and even
the harmless necessary c: Then the
sources .whence lea, cofiee, sugar and
other of our daily life come
were bri cousideration, and the
conelusi ched was that
Awmerica mu a dreary sort of

nner in at the time
shoies. There was
» £y wear, no furniture

pla ‘e to have a good d |1
name, and those wuo |
|
{
|
|
|
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Columbus tirst
e 1o eat, ve¢
L was wortlh toe
it home after di
*“ No wonder
ps SR :
slender,” said
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ner v obliged to
1 s were thin
the talkers.
fat Indian in those
on adwmitted that
wen a very duall place
not much daller than
Europe before it had the good things it
afterward received {from America, and
especially the potato, which he dwelt npon
with enthusiasm, and then explained that
he was boru in lreland.
- - L

I observe that the subject of the preserva-
tion of forests bas received a fresh impetus
in the past few days by the meeiing of the
American Forestry Association. The future
of the y—not, peruaps, in our day,
but surely within the next hundred years—
will be seriously affected by the condition of
our forests, and this eireumstancs should be
brought to the mind of every American of
whatever age. Let every boy bear in mind
that the forests are among our best friends;
that they prevent d zhis or greatly miti-
gate thew, and have the same influence
upon ticods. Hereis a range of hills, cov-
ered with forests, which is subjected to a
long-continued rain. The rainis held 1in the
ground in the dead vegetalion among the
trees ana around their roots, and is drained
away very slowly. Let the same hills be
bare of trees aud the rainfall whith
the forests would be weeks or months
in parting with is drained off in a few
henrs, with the result that the streams are
severely swollen, and often to the destruc-
tion of property and the peril and destruc-
tion of life. Every boy should be taught
thiat a tree has life, and the destruction of
that life should be as repugnant to him as
the killing of a pet horse or other domestic
animal. Treat the trees as your pets and
friends, and hesitate as much to destroy a
tree in the forest as you would to cut down
the elm that shades the froutof your kouse.
Take a lesson from the Japanese peasant,
who has such a reverence for the trees that
bhe would rather move his house than cut off
the limb of a tree that is growing against it.
[n eertain parts of Spain there is a custom
which might be adopted here to great ad-
vantage. When a man eats an orange or
other article of fruit he drops the seeds by
the wayside and forees them into the ground
with his foot, trusting that they will grow
and become useful to those who come after
him. The resultis that in the part of Spain
where this custom has long been followed
there are many fruit trees by the side of the
road, aud the preduct has =atisfied the hun-
ger of thousauds of traveiers.

" ® x

Late accouuts from Russia say that the
Government is pushing forward its projeet
for a railway through Siberia. Several hun-
dred miles of the line are already completed,
the railway being in operation from Perm to
Tiumen, and a considerable distance bevond
the last-named point has been taken in
hand by the contractors. But there is a very
large ga - to be filled, as it is nearly if not
quite 4000 wiles from the end of the present
line to Viadivestok on the eastern eoast,
where the railway is intended to terminate.
Generally speaking the couantry is a vast
plain, and thereiore an easy oaefor the
construction of a railway. There are only
two or three mountain chains in the whole
distance, and these off'r no more obsta-
cles than are presented in this coun-
try by the Alleghanies and far less
than those of the Reocky Mountains
and the Sierras. When the railway is
completed so that one ecan travel by train
from Vliadivestok to St. Petersburg the time
around the world will be materially short-
ened. With stemuiers making direct connec-
lion between Viadivostok end San Franeisco
the journey from New York to New York
again can be made inside of forty-five davs,
aud may easily be breught down to forty
days if the steamers and trains run at fair
speed, and do not keep the traveler waiting
too iong in the connecting ports. How the
world moves! Yesterday I picked up a book
upon California, written in 1850, in \}'lxgclx
the writer said: *‘I venture the prediction
that the time will yet come when men now
living may go from New York to San Fran-
cisco in less than thirty days.” I might be
ineclined to tnugh at hiwm, now that we have
reduced the journey to four and a-half days,
were it not for the fact that in a book of
my own, written twenty-four years ago, I
find that I spoke of the possibility of zoing
around the world in “searcely more than a
hundrea days.” :

and one of

“ Who ever heard of ¢
’

days?”’ Mr. Jeg
America might have
400 years ago, but

* * &

Speaking of a journey around the world,
did you ever hear of anybody undertaking
to make it on foot? Well, it was undertaken
more than a century age by ar¥Engiish Cor-
poral of marines named Lediard. In the
winter of 1736 he started from Loundon with
the design of walking around the globe or
around as mueh of it as possible. He de-
signed to traverse Europe and Asia on foot
and then be ferried across Behring Straits
to the American shere, whence he would
continue his journey to the Atlantic Ocean
somewhere between New York and Labra-
dor. He wasan American by birth and bad
ne money—a very common condition of
Americans in London at the present day.
Sir Joseph Banks and others raised a sub-
seription for bim to the amount of £50, and
with this guantity of cash in his pocket he
started. He walked to St. Petersburg by

on the earth: a wheat ear, because it had
tiie most nourishment, and a date, because
it was the most glorious frait of the earth.
The date froin Paradise was 1ir some marvel-
ous wayv brought to the Dejaz. From it have
come all the date-palms in the world, and
Allah destined it to be the food of all true
believers, who shall conquer every country
where the date-palm grows.

‘ihe oak was always considered a holy
tree by our own ancestors, and, above all,
by the nations of the nerith of Europe.
When Winifred of Devonshire (680-754 A.
D.) went forth on his wanderings through
Germany to preach the Gospel one of his
first actions was to eut down the glant oak
in Saxony whieh was dedieated to Thor and
worshiped by tiie people from far and near,
But when he had vearly felled the oak, and
wiile the people were cursing and threate-
ening the sain!, a syperuatural storm swept
over it, seized the summit, broke every
branch and dashed it, quasi suverui, motus
solaris, with a tremendous crash to the
ground. The bheathens acknowiedged the
marvel and many of them were converted
there and then. But the saint built a
chapel of the wood of this very oak and
dedicated it to St. Peter.

The Cel's and Germans and Secandina-
vians, again, worshiped the mountain ash,
and it is especially in the religious myths of
the latter that the ** Askr Irasil” plays
2 prominent part. To them it was the
holiest among trees, the ** world-tree,”
which, eternally younz and dewy, repre-
sented heaven, earth and hell. Aceording
to the Edda, the ash Yggdrasil wasan ever-
green tree. A specimen of it (says Adam
of Bremen) grew at Upsala, in front of the
great temple, and another in Dithmarschen,
carefully guarded by a railing, for it was,
in a mythical way, connected with the fate
of the country. When Dithmarschen lost
its liberty the tree withered, but a magpie,
oue of the best prophesying birds of the
porth, came and built its nest on the
withered tree and hatehed five little cnes,
all perfectly white, as a sigu that at some
future time the country would reguin its
former liberty.

FUNNY PARAGRAPHS
That Were Written for Smilh,
Co.’s Monthly.

De Quille—Thege was only one favorable
review of Jaffray’s book, but it turns out
that only one of the reviewers had read it.

Van Blotter—Well, poor Jaffray needn’t
feel so badly now.

De Quiile—Yes; he’s more mortified than
ever.

Van Blotter—How so? Wasn’t the one
favorable notice of the bouk by the man
who read it?

De Quille—Yes; but you see that man was
Jafiray.

Gray &

FROM BAD TO WORSE.

Brindle—Dolliver, your health is failing;
I can see it.

Dolliver (dolefully)—I know it, but what
can 1do?

Brindle—I had a friend—just like you—
who went to live with his relatives in Jer-
sey, and got rid of the disease 1n a year.

Dolliver (as before)—But how long did it
take to get rid of the relatives?

HE TREATED, YOU SEE.

Stokes—It's disgusting to see how Brown
and Robinson fawn on Jones since he got
his money. e

Hodges—When he takes snuff they both
sneeze, ¢h?

Stokes—Worse than that. When he takes
beer they eall for champagne.

UNCONSCIOUS IRONY.
He knocked at the door as I lay iu bed:
« Here's a telegram, sir!”’ My siuibers fled
As I opeued the paper and quickly read:

“ Come home at once, Minnie is dead !”

* Happy New Y ir,” the messanger sald.

A LITTLE MISUNDERSTANDING.

“This American practice of tipping is
something trightful. Servants no longer
seem to be content with smatl sams!”

“How is that, your lordship?”’

“*A waiter at breakfass this morning actu-
ally asked me for my check!”

A QUIET HUBBUB.

Snoodlum—Iave you heard of the hubbub
Mr. South Church raised?

teedv—Why, Ithought he was a quiet sort
of a chap. »

Snoodlum—Yes, but he’s raised a Hub-
bub—a Boston boy, yow know.

A RETROGRESSIVE ADVANCE.

First Partner—We'll have todo something
to cut down expenses. We haven’t made a
cent during the current year.

Second Partner—Well, let’s give the book-
keever a half interest in the firm, without
salary.

The Countess of Ravensworth.

A little .seene from the life of the late
Countess of Ravensworth, who diea last
week, reads like a chapter of Ilag}trgra1>l)y.
The deceased lady juined the Church of
Rome in 1879, and was an ardent Catholic.
At Ravensworth Castle there is a tower
mounted by a winding staircase, and in this
tower there is a solitary chamber, with con-
crate floor, without carpet or mat, the furni-
ture consisting solely of a table and chair.
Here every morning, winter and summer,
without a fire, Lady Raveémsworth made her
hour’s mentai {vruyer from 7 to 8, and again
from 6 to 7 in the evening she was in her
turret chamber. ‘T'he morning hour was
strictly adhered to, no matter how late the
time overnight to which her social duties

way of Hamburg and Copenbhagen, going

were prolonged.—Galignan’s Messenger.

WAGES THAT BiG MEN EARN.

Enormous Salaries That Seem to Be Paid for
Very Lijtle Effort.

Some of the people in the finanecial and
commercial circles are telling of a movement
among certain employvers and heads of great
houses to cut down salaries for the coming
vear. This line of policy has been dictated,
itis said, by the events of the last few
months, and it has opened up a most inter-
esting discussion, says the New York Times.

Chauncey Depew has always been very
reticent as to his salary as President of the
New York Central, but others who appear
to be familiar with his income say that he
certainly receives from the New York Cen-
tr’:\l \\,‘7.‘.,})“0 a year, and that he makes from
his outside legal practice an additional &
('n'u),_ making his total incomne £100,000 a veur
I'his may seem an exorbitant sum to pay to
a man whose career by most folks is thought
to be one of unalloved pleasure. But Mr.
l)t!)ll“\:«ln:fAs not receive the $75,000 froin the
New York Central in remu: eration for any
severe manual strain on his parr, but for his
comprehensive knowledge of th» affairs of
that company and his ability to direet them
with the least possible friction. Mr. De-
;n('w'i office from early morning to late at
night is filled with all sorts of people, with
all sorts of questions, and the man wilo re-
ceives the big salary le does must be able
to answer them most satisfactorily, aud al-
ways in the interest of the New York Cen-
tral,

I'nen take

@

some of the salaries of other
B. Hyde, Pre~ident of

o H B
the initabla Life tnee Society, re-
ceives £30,000; J es Alexander, tha
Vice-President, 000, and John A. Me-
Call, the comptroiler, £25000. 1. A. Mc-

Cuardy, Presideat of the Mutual Insurance
Company, receives $50,000, and K. A. Gran-
nis, the Vice-President, receives 30,000, W.
H. Beers, President of the New Y
Insurance Compgny, receives £69,000,
Dr. Henry Tuck, the Vice-President,
Juha R. Hegeman, the Viee-Pre:
of the Metropolitan Insurance Comp
cetves §35,000. D. O. Heald, President
the Home Fire lusurance Company, gets
£35,000, and John W, Murray, the

‘ : Vice-
President of the German-American Com-
pany, $£35,000,

} Then look at some of the salaries paid to
the chief oflicers of banks and trust com-
pauies. Frederie P. Oleott, Pres dent of the

Central Trust Company, receives S69,000 5
Richard King, Presideut of the Union [rust,
5 Louis Fitzgerald,

receives $50,000; General
President of the Mercantile Trust Company,

receives £30,000; John A. Stewart, President
of the United States Trust C mpany, toldles
along with $30,000; and Culonel W. L.

Trenholm, President of the
tv Company, receives ,000.  President
Williams of the Chemical Bank and Presi-
dent Perkins of the lmporters’ and Traders’
each receive £20,000, and the avera
of other bink Presidents in
from £10,000 10 £15,000. There is a long
string oi such salaries and the gen
opinion is that the men earn their money.
‘Lhe interests of these vast companies are
all nnder the minute observation of the
commanding officer. These interests ¢Xtend
over all the globe and roquire tl

i
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New York is
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¢ ne greate-t
judement and the most siillful knowledge
of affairs. Many of these officers, by their
keen knowledge of affairs of State and na

tious, save their compeanies annually ten
times the salary they receive. They are pro-
vided against almost every system of biack-

mail by reason of their vast experience i
the couduct of theic ecmpanies and earn
their salaries many times over.

Up in the dry-goods district the big men
of the Ciaflin Company, Teflt, Weller & Co.,
and other firius of that ealiber, receive on an
average S5000 to $10,0600 a year. There are
several excentions where buvers and others
run their incomes up from £10,000 1o &

a year. This is in the ary-zoods io g
branch, beecause in the dry-goods commis-
sion braneh the average salary of an em-
ploye is fromm §2500 to $5000 a year. (Mere

are excepticnal people™who reeeive ST500,

PR

| of these people earn their money, t

The vast experience necessary to buy goods
successfully and to keep in toueh with the
vast competition of the present 3
tainly werth a liberal incone en
selling of goods requires an ¢ rnded
quaintance, much personal outlay, and the
temper diplomate,

over these { wets and fizures,

President of the
for cousiderati

the

United
comes in

ML he

States i
President receives $50,000 a vear, and from
the day he enters the White House natil the

hour he leaves It very few men can tell how
hard he earns his mon f'hiere ean be ne
adequate rula of compensation applied to
his_case. The vast army of office-holders
and office-seekers who besies n ought L
make the place worth § ¥) & year at

least. But possivly the compensation for
the place is eked out by its great hongr apa
the hurrahs and che=rs which greet tle
President, no matter how unpopular he may
be, wherever he goes. The salutes 1 the
great cruisers, the bands playving * Hail to
the Chief,” the great personal honors shown
the holder of the « flice, no doubt are in-

tended to make up the compensation, which
cannot be represented by his salary of 850,-
000 a vear. The Cabiunet officers receive
$8000 a year. Senators and Congressmen
receive each 33000 a year. Governor Hill
receives $10,000 a year, and the Senators

and Assemblymen receive 81500 a vear.
One has ouly 10 look at the di ence in the
fizures received by men in publie life and

those paid to men who reach tiie pinaacle in
business life in New York to observe the
great difference and to wonder at it. The
wonder is that wen of personal abilities at
the head of the national and State govern-
ments should consent to accept the salaries
paid to them. But then eomes the universal
statement that the honors of the places held
by them in a measure must maks up for
this vast difference in the pecuniary com-
peusation.

BETTER THAN LYMPH.

The FPineapple as a Cure for Dyspepsia
and Diphtheria.

Another possible triumph of medical
science over disease is sugzested by a paper
read before the Detroil Medical Association
recently on “Alimentation in Therapeuties,”
in which was announced an important dis-
covery by Siznor Vinceute Marcano of Ven-
ezue in regard to the pineapple, says the
Cleveland l.eader. According to Signor
Marcano there is in the common pineapple
a Jermeat or principle, similar to pepsin, ot
sueh remarkable strength that the juice of a

single pineapple will digest ten poands of
beei. If this proves true a new and hinport-

ant agent in the treatment of dvspepsia has
been discovered.

As nearly ali other diseases aredirectly in-
fluenced by the degree in which feod can be
assimilated, and us millions of people have
imperfect digestion, the possibilitiés of this
discovery are almost limitiess, if it proves
to be as represented. But even more strik-
ing was the further announcement in the
same paper, written by a practical ehemist,
that the juice of the pineapple is a very ac-
tive solvent of the membrane formmed in
diphtheria. The pineapple is a wholesome
fruit without rezard to these striking vir-
tues aseribed to it, and experiments on the
lines suzgested will be easv and safe,

A Great Event
In one’s life is the discovery of a remedy for
some long-standing malady. The poison of
Serofula is in your blood. You inherited i
from your ancestors. Will you tiansmit it
to your offspring 2 In the great majority
of cases, both Consumption and Catarrh orig-
inate in Serofula. It is supposed to be tl

primary source of many other derangements
of the body. Begin at once to cleanse your
blowd wvith the standard alterative.

Ayer’s
Sarsaparilia

“TFor several months I was troubled with
scrofulous eruptions over the whole body,
My appetite was bad, and my system so
prostrated that I was unable to work. After
trying several remedies in vain, 1 resolved
to take Ayer’s Sarsaparilla, and did so with
such good effect that less than one bottle

Restored My Health

and strength. The rapidity of the cure as-
tonished me, as I expected the process to be
long and tedious.” — Frederico Mariz Fer-
nandes, Villa Nova de Gaya, Portugal.

“For many years 1 was a sufferer from
scrofula, until about three years ago, when I
began the use of Ayer's Sarsaparilla, since
which the disease has entirely disappeared.
A liftle child of mine, who was troubled with
the same complaint, has also been cured by
this medicine.”— H. Brandt, Avoea, Nebr.,

Ayer’s Sarsaparilla

PREFPARED BY

DR.J.C. AYER & CO., Lowell, Mass,
Bold by Druggists. §1,six $5. Worth $5a bottle,

fel2Frfuklo We& Wy 1y

ADWAY’S

READY RELIEF

THE GREAT CONQUEROR OF PAIN.

For internal and external use. Price 50c per

bottle, Bold by Druggists. sel 1y SuMo Wy
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