
THE FORTS OF
LATTER DAYS.

Atat Disappearing; anl Oscillating
Cupolas aui Moults.

MOOT AND BRIALMONT SYSTEMS.

Major Claries Scheme of Fortification— tub
Defease Bains Mere From Modern Inven-

r tions Tiian tiie Attach Some of tie Les-
sons of tiie American Civil War—APort-
aole Cupola Arasl Witt a Maxim Ma-
chine Gel

Does Itnay for .1country to trust to forti-
fications 111 the defense of its frontier and
its towns? If it does, what sort of works
ought to be built, an! what sort of guns
mounted in them Is Yaubau out of date
in principle as well as practice? Is Brial-
mont the man to follow to-day? And what
of the armored turrets aud cupolas now
found in several European systems of de--
fense ? asks a writer for the New York Sun.
On these and many similar questions all
shades of opinion pievail, even among those
who make the subject a study. The French
are now fortifyingnot only Paris but tlieir
eastern frontier to an extent never before
dreamed of. But the Germans argue that
they are making fetters for themselves;
that they willcome to depend too much on
these works; that the desire to put to use
aids so powerful and so costly willprevent
armies from being properly footloose; that
such fortifications will dominate the cam-
paign. Many persons, again, looking at the
lesson of Sebastopol, of Plevna, of Vlcks-
burg, of Met/., of Paris, are Inclined to bold
that forts, and especially fortified cities, de-
signed to hold scores or hundreds of thou-
sands 01 men, are so many traps and holes,

entering which an army may never expect

to romo out
What, then, is the truth in the matter?

Major G. Sydenham Clarke of the British
Royal Engineers, in his new work entitled
"Fortification," holds that defensive works
aro as important to-day as ever, but that a
great mistake is made inbuilding very cost-
lyforts on traditional and theoretical plans,
instead of adapting them to the particular
tactical requirements of the special point to
be defended. He insists that the modern
successes of the defense, as such, have been
"far more conspicuous than those won by
the attack. Kars, perhaps, excepted, there

is no modern Instance of failure where the
conditions were moderately favorable." The
Russians might have dove better to abandon
Sebastopol after the Alma, and the Turks
never to have cut iishelter trench at Plevna,
but from the fortification standDnint the
defeuses ef both places were brilliantly
successful. The former, for example,
as Haniley has also said, was ex-
nected to fall after a short cannon-
ade; but the siege lasted 849 days, andthe
great lesson was that of the surprising re-
suits obtained by simple earthworks as con-
trasted with permanent forts "of the mv- h-
loved types," including vast ditches, monu-
mental revetments, clever draw-bridges,
fantastic traces and exaggerated flank de-
feu-*. The field works of Sebastopol ful-
filled the conditions of war, but not those
which had been prescribed by theory.
Largely extemporized in the very presence
of the besiegers, they illustrated the genius

of Todleben, and proved
"

the practical in-
adequacy of the maxims of the school men."

Our American Civil War was iradically
the first in which the new era of rifled artil-
lery began, and Major Clarke finds the expe-
rience of this war to lie fullof interest
and instruction. "Never before was
so much originality displayed daring a

period* of hostilities, and Europe owes
much to the ingenuity evolved at
tbis time of dire national necessity. The
authorship has not in all cases been ade-
quately acknowledged, and we have since
reinvented some of the commonplaces of
the transatlantic operations.

"
The fighting

around Richmond and Petersburg showed
what improved earthworks could do even
against rifled artillery, as Sevastopol had
shown what they could do against smooth-
bore weapons. In the French war of 1870.
the fortresses, although garrisoned largely
by militia and pitted against guns not
dreamed of when they were built, "acquitted
themselves quite as wellas the chefs d oeuvre
of the Vauban school. The defense of
Paris can only be regarded as an unbroken
triumph. But for the fortresses the Ger-
mans would have swept France clear of all
organized bodies of troops within two
months of the frontier battles. Bad Paris
and Metz possessed two months' more food
the fortunes of the war might have been
changed."

But to-day we find new and Interesting
systems of fortifications proposed, in view
of the increased power of attacking artil-
lery. One of these is that of M.Mougin of
the St. Uiatnoad firm. His fort consists of
a huge block of concrete, buried in the
ground, and carrying on the too three
cupolas (a, \u25a0i, a), each mounting two heavy
guns; while there are in the intervals
between them four smaller disappearing
cupolas i.,b, h, 1, ,each containing two ma-
chine guns. Inthe center is an observing
station withelectric lights. The garrison of
this block of concrete consists of thirty or
forty skilledmechanics. The subterranean
maze is entered by a well, closed by an iron
armor plate worked by a hydraulic ram.
The guardian seta it inoperation only when
.lie has the countersign and other signals
are given. In the tunnel beneath this lift
are various traps devised for destroying an
enemy who may have entered by strata-
gem. There is no ditch, and the self-
defense of the fort depends upon the eight
machine guns. To defend the intervals and
also to supplement the artillery fire a dou-
ble line of railway encircles the position,
covered by a rough parapet. Trucks carry-
ing light guns run on the outer line, and
there are cross lines for transferring other
guns to any required poiut on tbe inner line.
This is said to be a very economical system
of defense, and certainly the pay of the
garrison cannot be very heavy. A fellow-
countryman of M.Mougin criticizes bis "gi-
gantic block of concrete," with mechanics
for its only defenders, as absurd ;but Gen-
eral Briaimont Insists that itis excellent in
conception.

Asecond system of proposed forts is that
of Colonel Cambrelin of the Belgian army.
1 nev are combinations of earth and iron,
either redans, with closed gorges, or re-
doubts. They have iron escarps, while iron
cupolas protect the guns on the ramparts

and iron casemates flank the ditches. The
infantry is provided withloop-holed armored
shield-.

Lieutenant-Colonel Voorduln of the Dutch
Engineers proposes a system of forts about
one and a quarter miles apart They would
consist of a mass of concrete covered with
an earth parapet in front, and on its rear
line a two-gun cupola, while behind the
cupola is a casemated three-gun battery.
The garrison is housed in the rear battery
and in casemates built into the concrete
mass A wet ditch is added, which is easily

supplied InHolland, for which country and
similar flat sites it is designed. An Import-
ant part of the defense Is that of concealed
batteries between the forts.

Two-gun cupolas are also the reliance
proposed by General yon Saner of tho Ba-
varian artillery, who would haven line of
them at intervals of 091 yards, or Pise two
parallel lines with double tho intervals.
With a hundred cupolas thus built a peri-
meter of between thirty-seven and thirty-
eight miles could be covered, and their gar-
risons would amount only to 3008 men.
This would be his substitute for the de-
tached forts now much in vogue, and be
argues that itis much cheaper in construc-
tion and maintenance.

The late Lieutenant-Colonel Schumann of
the Prussian Engineers, who designed guns
for the Gruson firm nt Bockau. favored dis-
appearing cupolas containing a five-inch
gun, tho heaviest capable of being so

mounted, although itcould be supplemented
by a pair of five-inch or six-inch. 'or perhaps
even eight-inch mortars. The defense of
the cupolas from assault would he provided
for by quick-fire guns, also in disappearing
cupolas, and by traveling shield mountings,
which are a sort of portable cupolas. The
main device practically describes itself in
its name, itbeing the application of machin-
ery to raise the cupola until the gun clears
the parapet, and to lower it into the pit
after being tired, so that it may be reloaded.
The portable cupola is a cylindrical iron box
with a turtle-back armored roof, which can
be transported by horse draught and then
either partly buried or put behind a natural
or artificial hank. The shield and gun ro-

tate together, enabling the latter to be fired
all around the circle.

General Schott's plan would be to have
instead of detached forts a series ofdetached
fronts, each about 750 yards long, mounting
fifty or sixty guns, with strong works on
the flanks, provided each with twelve ma-
chine guns, in front of the main line
would be a ditch twelve feet deep, with ob-
stacles, and the flank works would have
deep revet d ditc ies. In advance of the
main line ate Schumann cup das of the sort
already described.

General Ln ilmont retains the system of
detached forts, but with cuio^as both on
the ramparts and els where, with rifled
mortars to aid them. The cupolas are to be
protected by bonnettes or salients of earth,
which are to be cut down gradually a- the
enemy approaches. General Brialmont i*
the well-known advocate of cupolas com-
bined with the more familiar forms of forts,
and he supplements them with armor-
plated batteries running on railways. The
disappearing cupola and the idled mortar
incased in armor are aids to the stationary
turret Belgium has gone extensively into
this kind of defense, as also has Ronmaola
in the works of Bucharest and Foksani.

The St. diamond firm at l.angouand has
constructed an oscillating cupola in order to
give complete protection to the gun ports.
The cupola is equilibrated by two trains of
powerful Belleville springs, which are
neither extended nor compressed when the
center ot gravity of the oscillating mass is
vertically over the axis of oscillation. In
the firing position the cupola Is tilted up
and the guns counterpoised by weights,
which allow them to be depressed or ele-
vated easily.
in all these schemes the object is to obtain

complete protection to guns and men ex-
cept at the instance of firing. But the
author of "Les Forts et la Melinite" doe;
nut believe this to be practicable, and starts
out in a different direction. He proposes
the decentralization ot the fort, replacing it
with

"
dispersed elements

"
comprising

groups of batteries, Infantry trenches,
and so on. The lighting line contains
eight bat cries (a, a), each of four
gnus. Between these batteries are simple
lunettes for infantry defeuse (c, c), and
also supplementary guns. A railway runs
along the rear of the fighting line for
conveying disappearing guns mounted on
trucks. The second line contains the arma-
ment Intended for indirect fire. About 600
yards behind the fighting line on the re-
versejslope are the bomb proofs for the stores
and for ton shelter of one-third of the garri-
son. The powder magazines are to be dis-
persed and to hold not more than twenty
tons each. Allthe works are to be made as
nearly as possible invisible, and the belt of
entanglement, 100 feet wide, is to extend
Ciimi-lctely around the front and flanks of
the fighting line. Ivone such group of bat-
teries, taking the place of a fort, there would
be sixty guns, with a garrison vi 700 men.

Reviewing till these piano and proposal!
Major Clarke sides with theadvocates of dis-
persed defenses against those of very cosily
forts and ex: employment of armor.
He opposes Brialmont's view-, especially in
regard lo disappearing cupolas, which he
speaks of as "pepper-pot lids,"in which the

safety of the defenders has been allowed to
take precedence of all other considerations.
He thinks that an attack in the gray dawn
upon defenses of this nature would create
wildconfusion, as there would be no com-
mand or unity of purpose, and the cupolas
would raise themselves prematurely and
disappear when most needed. War, he in-sists, cannot be carried on so largely by ma-
chinery. Instead of these devices he would
have strong field works, and inplace of a
few hundred men In iron boxes lie would
have a large field force. Major Lewis of the
Royal Engineers estimates that for a perime-
ter of 45,000 yards, defended by nine forts,
there should be 28,000 men, exclusive of the
garrison of the forts themselves. Besides,
the defense is aided now by the magazine
rifle, by the use of high angle fire by the
howitzers or mortars, and by machine guns.
Thus the fire of the Maxim.gun, delivering
about 700 bullets per mlnite, can be directed
by one man, showing only his head, and
that shielded, above the parapet, the feed
being tended by another man completely
covered.

-
The attack claims a gain in the

use of high explosives, but Major Clarke
holds that it is very little against earth-
works, while the defense gains most from
smokeless powder.

He would make the basis of the defense of
a position redoubts designed for infantry
and machine guns. These should be sup-
ported by a powerful artillery, kept alto*

gether outside of them, and supplemented
by a field force for outpost duties, aud for
tho defenses guarding the intervals. The
infantryalone, in this view, should be able
to prevent the position from being taken by
assault, assuming its artillery to have been
silenced by the besieger. Each redoubt
should bo simple, mined by not more than
half a battalion, and sn laid out as to be in-
visible or Indistinguishable from its sur-
roundings, while its approaches should be
covered by obstacles, such as an uiielimb-
able sunk fence and strong entanglements,
combined with .1parapet. Such a work, in-
cluding casemates built in concrete, was
built at Chatham in thirty-one days, and it
was found that its cost, if for 200 men, need
not reach 315,000; and yet "itwould require
a prohibitory expenditure of ammunition to
cause any great damage to itfrom aitilieiy
fire." : -7

Traverses would be useless insuch works.

but machine guns would be put on light
carriages and run into position for lliepro-
tection of flanks. In some cases a ditch
might have to be used, with low prickly
shrubs planted on the bottom. Casemates
should be provided. But "the artillery of
the defense should be entirely moveable,
with the exception of a proportion of heavy
howitzers or mortars ivconcealed positions
constituting the onlypermanently mounted
armament." Indeed, "in choosing sites for
the redoubts all idea of securing good artil-
lery positions should be abandoned, the ob-
ject being merely to select points where
purely infantry keeps would be most ad-
vantageously posted. An extended field
of fire In front of the redoubt is
uot essential." The intervals between
the redoubts may he about 2500
yards, but the conformation of the ground
will somewhat determine that, and with
good artillery positions to aid, the Intervals
may be larger. "The heaviest ordnance for
direct fire would consist of 5-inch breech-
loading guns," the aim being to meet the
besieger by superior mobility,belter range
finding and greater power of tactical sur-
prise rather than by heavier shells. But
there would be a few heavy mortars and
howitzers, and a light, quick-firing rilled
mortar to act against an assault and the ap-
proaches of a regular siege. The portable
cupola, armed with a Maxim machine-gun,
could be used in advanced positions. Bail-
way lines should be used where it is possi-
ble, and the road or railway should he sunk,
since the main security of fortress artillery
must be sought in invisibilityand change of
position. R Its of trees should be planted,
and, where it is required, cut down low and
entangled with wire.

Such in the main are the features wliich
Major Clarke would insist upon in fortifica-
tion, as contrasted with the old type of
works, aud also with the new armored
cupolas which it is proposed to substitute.
His idea is to transfer to the besiegers some
of the surprises, bewilderments and anxie-
tie.<lhat are endured by the defense when
the latter is not sufficiently mooileand la ti-
caily free. As to the old style of fortifica-
tions, these, bo says, "have no longer any-
place in military science. Judged by the
lest of war.it is doubtful whether these
systems ever possessed any special value;
while i' is certain that the homage blindly
accorded to them has cramped the views of
many generations of engineers ami Induced
a certain disregard of real military require-
ments. Geometry lias its proper sphere, but
when itis permitted to dominate fortifica-
tions, military science and military progress
necessarily suffer, In place of the rigid
formul which so greatly simplify the woik
of the instructor, all that can now he given
are broad geueral principles." This
language may sound strange from one
of the body of engineers themselves. But it
is the keynote of Major Clarke's views, aud
perhaps the novelty of it,as coming from his
particular branch of the military profession,
induces him to go almost to extravagant

lengths in its application, Thus he declares

that "no science is so delightfully empirical
as that of fortification. The test of experi-
ment cannot be satisfactorily applied to it;
that of practical experience is uniformly am-
biguous." Again he urges that "the old
faiths have been rudely shaken and certi-
tude can no longer be assumed"; that "no
fad is so unimportant that an instance can-
not be found which affects to illustrate Its
utility."

The study of our Civil War has had a no-
ticeable influence upon Major Clarke's
views, and the lessons of Forts Pulaski,
Bard, Henry, Donelson, Wagner andFisher
are freely referred to by him, as well as
Vicksburg and Petersburg. He thinks that
San Francisco could be successfully attacked
only by a small squadron of cruisers, al-
though in that opinion "attack by Great
Britain is not taken into consideration,
since, apart from the extreme improbability
of war between the two kindred nations,
San Francisco would be the last conceivable
objective."

But the problem of coast defense, which
is the one most largely concerning our coun-
try, is in obvious respects different from ilint
of fortifications which are to be besieged by
armies. Armies, even If a million strong,
cannot be marched out over four or five
miles of water to attack a squadron of bat-
tle ships. These must be repelled by heavy
guns mounted on ships or on shore, and in
either case protected from being dismounted
by the enemy's fire, withsuitable cover also
for the gunners. Land fortifications often
need to be supplemented by floating de-
fenses, and these latter may in any given
case be adequate without the aid of shore
batteries. But on an enormous coast-line
like ours, to provide at each point enough
ships to repel the. entire naval force
that could be concentrated against that
one point would be enormously costly. Be-
sides, the maintenance of fleets in time of
peace, with the renewal of ships, is very-
expensive as compared with the mainten-
ance of forts. Finally, while there is a limit
tothe armor and armament which a coast
defense vessel of a given size can carry,
there is none for the fort.

But even here Major Clarke evidently In-
clines much to earthworks instead of to
turrets, like the one which Italy has pro-
vided for the defense of Spezzia. . He fears
that the turret, being full of machinery,
might somehow become damaged from with-
in or without, or would not be in repair at
the time when needed. The expense of
these armored defenses is also very great.
But while there aro elements not yet agreed
upon in the matter of coast defense, there
must be some infantry defense, eveu for
these forts, withample provision for attack-
ing the decks of ships with mortars and
howitzers. ________________

Bonn Pitman of Cincinnati believes that
he is the only person in this country who
has shaken a hand that shook the hand ol
tho great Wesley. "The poet Crabbe," he
says, "who was the rector of the parish in
which1was horn, who christened me and
whose funeral Iattended In my boyhood,
was introduced toWesley in his old age and
in the biography of the poet it is said he
was received by Wesley with 'benevolent
politeness.'

"

Oscillating Cupola.

Schumann's Typical Work,

a—l2-cra. gun and 111-cm. mortar.
l>—sa"-ano. Q. F. inns.
c— mm. ti. F. guns.

roundation Plan ofMeugln't Fort.

aa— Gun cupolas."^"
bl>—Machine-gun cupolas,
c— Observation station.
ihl-Klcctrlclight.-,.

XOUOIN'S SUBTERRANEAN FORT.

TYPICAL DIAGRAM AND SECTION OF A FORT.
"

ABOLITION OF
CENSORSHIP.

What Dramatic AnteSay or "
Censure,"

A Belie of Middle Ages.

The Way in Which Inspectors of Theatrical
Plays Perform Labor-Interview Between

an Author and a Censure.

Special Paris Letter to Thus Sunday Cali.

Pahis, llarch1, 1801.— suppression of
"Thermidor" has brought betore the public

the often-discussed and never solved ques-
tion of the censorship (censure).

Until July 29, 1881, there was a literary
censure, but en that day liberty of the press
was proclaimed, and now we are troubled
only witha dramatic censure.

Iv1706, during the reign ofLuis XIV,the
censure was regularly organized, During

the Revolution the censure was suppressed,
re-established and again suppressed. Un-
der tho Directory it was vigorous; by Na-
poleon it was again restored to its first glory,
only to be abolished in 1S30; after that date
tiie censure had bright and dark days, until
the law of July 3?, 1850, when it was firmly
re-established.

Every time that the censure has been
abolished the French have pleaded for its
restoration; every time itlias been in favor
the fickle people have asked for its dis-
grace.

The censure or "Inspection of Theatrical
Plays" may be preventive, repressive or
facultative. Its ride is usually a preventive
one. Authors and theatrical managers
have a guarantee against lawsuits in casa
of scandal, because tlio play Is suspended,
but author and manager have no redress
for the money expended la preparation.
Although this is not very agreeable, it is

better than tiiu repressive role of the cen-
sure; this allowed managers to produce
what plays they pleased, but they were
obliged to bear the consequence. The con-
sequence was often Imprisonment for both
author and manager. Under Louis XII,
actors were at liberty to do what they
piused, provided that they respected ladies.
For any disrespect they were punished
with hanging. --.'.' 7 yy

Facultative censure allowed authors to do
what they pleased with reference to the
examination of their plays; if (hey-'ill-
milled tlieir plays to examination, they were
nut responsible in case of disorder; if they
did not submit their plays, they were
liable to severe punishment in case of
scandal.

To-day the Ministries of Public Instruc-
tion and the Fine Arts furnish four Inspect-
ors called the "censure." These four are
Messrs. Philippe de Forges, Paul Bourdon,
Georges Oaune and Adricn Bernheim. In
order

TO THOROUGHLY UNDERSTAND
The duties of these four inspectors letmy
reader imagine himself a dramatic author;
jour play is accepted by a manager; the
roles are distributed, read to the artists and
the rehearsals begin. The "censure" is not
heard Irom until ten or twelve days belore
the time appointed for the first perform-
ance. Then the manuscript is sent to the
Ministry of Fine Arts—not by you, Ihe au-
thor, but by the director of the theater. At
the beginning is written the name of the
theater where the play will do represented,
and the "censure" begins its work. One of
the inspectors reads carefully, examines
the play to see that it attacks neither mor-
ality, religion, politics nor diplomacy.
When the examination is finished the in-
spector makes his report. Should it be a
favorable one the visa is placed on the
manuscript that Is returned to the director
of the theater, with permission to announce
Its representation for a certain date.

Should there be sentences or paragraphs

considered dangerous by the inspector he
writes with a pencil on the margin of the
manuscript his impressions and advice.
Then only does the author appear. He vis-
its the inspector; tries to reason with him.
The inspector makes excuse for the insig-
nificant corrections he is forced to make and
the author announces that he .is ready to
modify all that Is necessary. Allare very
polite until the work of change begins.
Then the "insignificant corrections" be-
come a massacre and the "willingto modify
all that is necessary" becomes "Ishall not
change a word." At last, after much dis-
cussion, many concessions and the restitu-
tion of many words, the visa is granted. ' .

Sometimes the relations between inspector
aud author are not so agreeable and the play
is not authorized by the censure. Then
there is appeal to the Director of Fine Arts,
who gives his advice; then to the Minister,
who approves the conclusions of the cen-
sure, or authorizes the production of the
play. Atthe general rehearsal the censure
is again

CALLED INTO ACTIVITY.
The inspector must see that the interpreta-
tion changes in no way the character of the
play as presented to the ceusure, and that
the costumes are appropriate. Further, the
day of the first performance the censure
must see that nosurprise has been reserved
for the public. After the first representa-
tion ths censure has no duty except to see
that the text remains always the same;

There is no censure iv the provinces, be-
cause a play interdicted in Paris is inter-
dicted throughout France, and vice versa.
Messrs. Antonio Proust and Le Senne
have brought a proposition befoie Parlia-
ment requesting that the censure be abol-
ished ;the subject is variously discussed, and
while waiting the decision every dramatic
author in France has been asked his opinion
of the censure.

Jules (laretie, director of the Comedie
Francaise, says : "There are two sides to the
question, the artistic side, that of the au-
thor; the commercial side, that of the di-
rector. Itwould be an ideal censure that re-
spected the liberty of the one and assured
the security of the other."

Henri Meilhac says: "Ibelieve ill main-
taining the censure; itis well to possess a
ceusure, even if itdoes but little, and it is
my belief that Itdoes not do much."

Jean Kichepin writes: "Idesire all the
liberty possible in everything, that is to say,
Ibelieve in the abolition of the censure."

Lomond de Goneourt writes at length con-
cerning the censure: "The cen«ure is only
a source of embarrassment forthe Govern-
ment. The public alone should judge plays
and the public would be a censeur more in-
telligent and discriminating than what we
now call censeurs. Now that there is con-
flict about a certain play (here be refers to
"Thermidor"), and this conflict has become
a battle, Ibelieve in the intervention of Gov-
ernment, but Ido not believe in

IMMEDIATEIXTKUDICTION'."
Iprefer suspension and at the end of

eight days (many animosities are calmed in
Paris at the end of eight days) Ithink there
should he a renewal nf the play, and only iv
case the battle he renewed should the play
be suppressed."

Alexandre Dumas refers to his preface of
the "Dame mixCamelias" for his opinions
of the censure. Iv this preface Dumas
says: "Tlie censure has never been able to
prevent or misconstrue a work of merits
iiom

'
TartulTe

'
to the

'
Jlariage do Figa-

ro,' fruin the
'
Manage de Figaro

'
to'

Marion de Lorine,' from
'
Marion de

Loruie' to the
'
I'ils de Giuoyer.' The work

has always passed over, under or through
the censure. Governments believe they still
need this institution of the middle ages;
they consider themselves well shielded be-
hind this barricade that costs them 50,000
francs and furnishes employment to four or
live persons who do the work as conscien-
tiously as possible. Let us respect this
mania of Governments!"

Again, Alexandre Dumas says: "Rail
agaiust the censure, but pray God that it
be left you. Soon as the censure be sup-
pressed you will find yourselves under po-
lice jurisdiction. You will pass from the
hands of a benevolent administration* to
those of brutal spies, and the day that the
Government needs a theatrical scandal that
day the Government willsend to your thea-
ter fiftydisguised policemen, who willcause
the scandai and you willlose your place as
easily as a cabman loses his cab. What we
all need is absolute liberty, without restric-
tions or surprises that leaves the spectator
right to hicensure himself, a liberty that
does not place a third party between the
producer and consumer of thought."

BABoaraaa Althka Salvador.

AN ANCIENT CONSTANTINAN.

A Sketch Hat Shows How a Magaiace.it Early

Mian Ci'iircii Was Built.
Tbe Ancient Constantlnian basilica, ofSt.

Peter's, of which an illustration is given, is
best desciibed by introducing the words of
Eustace inhis description of the magnificent
edifice. He says: "Five loftyportals open
into the portico and vestibule, a gallery
equal in dimensions and decorations to the
most spacious cathedrals. • ItIs 400 feet in
length, 70 iv height and SO in breadth,
paved with variegated marble, covered with
a giltvault, adorned with pillars, pilasters,
mosaics and basso-relievos, and terminated
by equestrian statues of Constantino and
Charlemagne. A fountain at each extrem-
ity supplies a stream sufficient to keep a
reservoir always full, In order to carry off
every unseemly object, and perpetually re-
fresh and purify the air and pavement. Op-
posite the five portals of the vestibule are
the five doors of the church; three are
adorned with pillars of the finest marble ;
the one In the middle has valves of bronze.
Advancing up the nave, the spectator's at-
tention is directed to the variegated mar-
ble pavement and the golden vault
that rises above his head. Put how
great is

'
his astonishment when he

reaches the altar, and, standing in the
center of the church, contemplates the su-
perb vistas that open around him, and then
raises his eyes to the dome resting on it)

four colossal piers, glowing with mosaics,
nnd extending like a firmament, at the
prodigious elevation of -ton feet. Around the
dome rise four cupolas, small when com-
pared with the vast concave they neighbor,
and of great boldness when"considered
separately. Three cupolas on the side of
the nave cover the divisions of tho aisles,
and other six, of greaterdimenslons, canopy
as many chapels. The whole of these in-
ferior domes are lined with mosaics. The
high altar stands under the great dome,
beneath a canopy supported by four twisted
pillars fifty feet iti height. The entire
height of the canopy, including the massive
pedestal upon which the pillars rest, Is 133
feet. Behind the high altar stands the
Cathedral, or chair of St. Peter, an enorm-
ous structure of bronze, consisting of a group
of four figures of so many fathers of the
Greek and Latin churches, supporting the
throne of the "apostolical primate. This
edifice is seventy feet in height and is oc-
cupied on gala days by the Pope." j

"The ancient Constantlnian basilica of St.
Peter's, or the Church of St. Peter, that
existed at the time of Constantino, in 326,
has fortunately been' preserved to us by a
fresco now extant in the Church of San
Martiuo di Monti. This ancient painting,
with the assistance of some engravings by
Falda, now extremely rare, enables us to re-
produce this old basilica erected by Con-
stantlne In token of the wonderful appear-
ance of the angel and the cress to him. The
five aisles of the basilica were separated
by Corinthian columns, which were higher
by six steps than ths main floor— ar-
rangement almost unprecedented inarchi-
tecture. Uy the engravings of Falda we
are enabled to describe the exterior, and
thus, from the frescoes and the engravings,
we are enabled to see exactly how the early
Christian Church was built."

HOW SOME MEN PROPOSE.

One Person Who IhInterested in the Im-
portant Subject.

"Iam a crunk," said the club man, "on
tho subject of proposals. Iwould rather
hear a story of how a man asked the woman
he loved to marry him than to take a trip to
Europe. Idon't know why Itake such an
interest in this, unless it is that Ibad such
a hard time to get my wifeto accept me. I
had been inlove withher for years. .Ihad
proposed to her seven times and she refused

'me every time. Finally Iwent to her in
despair and said: 'Well, Mollie, I've asked
you to marry me seven times, and you have
declined my name. I'm going to ask you
once more, and if you don't marry meI
shall go out West and stay there.' ."

'Well, Jack.' she said, 'if you feel that
wayabout it I'llmarry you.' _To this day

she cannot tell meIwiiy site refused mo so
often to marry mo after all.

"There's my friend. Congressman X
—.

He was a poor young mau, and one day ha
went to a- young woman whom he bad
known for a long time."

'Nell.' he said. '1have been V waiting till
1 bad enough money to net married. My
salary was raised yesterday. Will

'
you

marry me next week?'"'
Wait until next month,' she said.

"'Xo,next week'; and
-

tboy wero mar-
ried next week. . . . ry.... "Brown, the lawyer, was a careless young

fellow. The woman whom he loved would
not marry him."

'You are the most reckless man in theworld,' she said, 'about money affairs.
When you get $5000 in the bank Imay marry
you ifyou still want me.' •

"He went away and saved $5000. She
married him, and to-day he's a rich man.
He learned economy while winning his
wife.

"Myfriend, Colonel II ,enlisted at the
outbreak of the war. UttliiynHHlj"

'Joe,' lie said to the girl be wanted to
marry, 'I am going down South to fight.
Willyou marry me now or wait till X come
back?'"

'Right now, Sam,' and that afternoon he
marched away. • «- \u25a0 \u25a0

"My brother proposed in a cool way. He
hadn't been able to make up his mind what
he was going to do in life, and one day the
woman who is his wife now said:"

'Charley (they " were second cousins),
what in the world are you going to make
out of yourself?'"

'Just whatever you make out of me,' be
said; 'you've gut lots more sense than I
have, Maine.'-"litis any one here any stories to tell
about proposals?" continued the story-
teller. "Idon't know of a single case where
a man .went down .on his knees. Iwould
like to bear of one. Xo one will tell one,
eh? Well, I'm sorry. <Ilike to bear about
proposals."— N. Y. Tribune.

Somebody has started the wicked rumor
that Sura Bernhardt and John 1,. Sullivan
willstar together In"Taming the Shrew."
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By Colonel Thomas W. Knox.
The Coming of the Shad.

The first shad of the season willbe due in
New York before long, possibly before
these lines appear in print. The arrival of
!this delicious fish is an event of great mo-
ment to many thousands of people, and as
the time approaches the announcement that
a shad has been taken in the bay of New
York is anxiously awaited. Shad-catching
is a very important industry inall the prin-
cipal rivers of the Atlantic coast It
is regulated by law, partly in order to
prevent the total destruction of an In-
dustry and partly because the shad-catchers,
in their zeal, frequently set the poles to
which their nets were attached in localities
where they seriously interfere with naviga-
tion. The first laws regulating the fishery
were for the purpose of preventing the plac-
ing of poles on the routes of steamboats, aud
the officers who sought to enforce the law
were resisted by the fishermen to the point
of bloodshed. An indignant fisherman once
wrote a letter to the papers on the subject,
claiming that the laws were oppressive on
the ground, as he alleged, that "shadding
was invented before steamboating," and
therefore shadding should have the right of
way. Later laws have been directed to-
ward the protection of the shad, but even
these have not sufficed to make the sutpiy
equal to the demand; the Fish Commissions
of the various States bordering on the -At-
lantic have taken measures for the propaga-
tion of tlie shad, and the results thus far
have been very satisfactory.

ADutch Custom in America.
By an old custom which was brought

here from Holland, the first shad of the
season is sent to the Mayor of New York,
who makes a handsome present iv return
for the courtesy. The Dutch custom, from
which the American one is copied. is con-
nected with the herring fishery, and has
been in vogue for centuries. The herring
fleet sails away for the fishinggrounds iv
the early part of June, accompanied by a
Government gun-boat. The first haul of
herrings is sent to the King in a car orna-
mented with flags; the King receives the
present with many expressions of gratitude.
and congratulation, and sends a purse of
500 florins, (about §200) to the fortunate
fishermen "who have made the haul. The
American imitator of the Dutch Kingdoes
not attempt to equal the royal liberality, but
itsale to say that the first shad of the season
costs him very dear.

Safety on Hallways.
The investigation of a recent accident on

a railway, involving the loss of several
lives, shows that the operators upon whom
the safely of the trains depended had sev-
eral things to attend to, and all for a salary
of £53 per month. Itwas demonstated that
trains do sometimes run past danger signals,
and the inference is obvious that the public

does not know all the risks it runs when
traveling by rail. The man who willinvent
a system of railway signals perfectly
automatic in action and impossible, to
get out of order except by malicious
tampering will have the basis of an
enormous fortune, besides deserving the
thanks of everybody who has occasion to
travel by railway. A well-known railway
official says there willalways be accidents as
long as it is necessary to depend upon
human intelligence; the most careful man
in the world willmake a mistake sometime
or other in the course of his life, and the
majority of us have a good many mistakes
added up to our accounts. Until railways
can be run automatically our lives willbe in
a certain degree of danger, small itis true,
but still the danger of blunder exists. The
developments in the use of electriicty aro in
the direction of automatic signaling and
management, and may in time enable rail-
way managers to dispense with human
agency in this line of work. Then it will
be necessary to devise an automatic loco-
motive, or an automatic engineer, or, failing
this, a system that will bring a train to a
dead stop whenever tho engineer makes a
mistake in reading and obeying the signals.
Ingenious men are studying the proulem,
and its solution may bo nearer thau many
people imagine.

Dullness of Intellect Preferred toBright-
ness.

Some years ago Iwas Invited by an En-
glish railway official to visit the pointsman's
room in the Cannon-street Station, London.
in some parts of the day 1-0 trains arrive
and depart from Cannon-street Station
every hour. It may therefore be inferred
that the pointsman's room is a very busy
place, liefore we entered the door the offi-
cial requested me not to speak in presence
of the pi Intsnien, as all conversation was
forbidden. Of course Icomplied with his
request, aud he set me the example by say-
ingnothing while we were in the room nor
until the di or had closed alter our exit.
Several men stood in front of a hug row of
levers, which they moved in a mechanical
sort ot way, the only words spoken by any
one in the room being the calling of num-
bers by a young man who was seated at
a telegraph instrument, the numbers being
the indications for moving the levers. As
we descended the steps to the ground, and
were once more where we, could speak, Ire-
marked to the official that they must require
very keen-witted men to work the levers
correctly and avoid accidents. "Pardon
me," said lie, "but that is where you are
wrong. We don't want a aright man at all
iv the pointsman's romi, but a dull, sternly
and almost what you would call a stupid
man. We want one who will think of his
work ami nothing else. Yourdull man will
do that, but your bright man has his thoughts
wandering all over the world, and he is the
one that makes mistakes much more fre-
quently than the other." Here is food for
thought, and subsequent observation has
convinced me that the railway official who
made that remark knew what he was talk-
ing about.

Christinas nt the Antipodes. _"
Recently Ihad a letter from a friend in

Australia in which he described a Christmas
festivity lhat he had just attended. It was
a picnic at a favorite resort a few miles out
ofMelbourne, an outdoor picnic, and he said
he should have enjoyed Ita little more ifthe
weather had not been as sultry as it was.
In this part of the world we do not associate
picnics and sultry weather with Christinas,
neither do we associate the Fourth of July
with the season of midwinter, as the Ameri-
cans who live in the Southern hemisphere
are obliged to do. AnAustralian newspaper
gives an account of the "spring meeting" of
the Racing Club, which occurred in Sep-
tember; the fall meeting takes place in
May, and by the end of that month or
the beginning of June the winter is
fairly begun. Australia Is the antipodes
of America in more ways than in its po-
sition on the surface of the globe. Its
swans are black, and some of its coal is
white; the north wind is hot and the south
wind cold the trees shed their bark and re-
tain their leaves, and while the leaves of our
trees are horizontal and protect from rain
and sun the traveler who seeks their shelter,
the leaves of the Australian trees are gen-
erally vertical and give little or no protec-
tion. Very often the mountain tops are
warmer than the valleys, and the compass
points to the South Pole instead of thu
North. Uue might be justified insupposing
that bair grows on the Australian sheep and
wool un the cattle, but such Is not tne case,
though it might have been if sheep and
cattle baa been native to the land. .Sheep,
cattle, horses, swine and domestic fowls
were unknown there when Australia was
discovered; they have been Imported from
other countries, and hence retain all the
characteristics of their progenitors.

The Poet's License— "Alied of Hoses."
Ihave just happened on a diatribe of

somebody who does not believe in poetic
fancies, but who relegate everything to the
domain of prosaic fact. "Poets," he says,
"have been accustomed to speak of abed of
roses as though it were the most charming
of couches, and they have used it so often
in poetry that it has become common to
speak ol a bed of roses as the perfection
of h union happiness. Docs any one of us
stop to think what an uncomfortable time
he would havo if ho should spread half a
dozen bushels of freshly gathered roses on
the floor and then try to take a nap on
them? 'Think of the thorns, and the stems,
and the dampness, and the general unlove-
liness of the situation, and then say ifa
good hair mattress would not be ever so
much

'
better!" Probably my friend has

argument on his side, but he is not the first
to make tbe discovery which he sets forth.
Years ago Iremember bow somebody took
the lines
Will yon come to the bowerIhave shaded foryon?
Yourbed shall be roses bespangled with dew, \u25a0

\u0084

And added the following, which removed
all the sentiment that was to be found in
the composition:
No; 'twould give me pneumonia, and rhcnmatlz,

too
'

Mtii..''i'«'n»iiv'riii"w^frritrV-iii)'"iiw-i

By the way this poetical fancy has been
used many times. Kit Marlowe, who died
in 1593, has in one of his poems the follow-
ing couplet :£_&£3i-£iS-Ef3BWWBS3£BBKM

'. -.'^JAnil 1willmake thee beds of roses, .~
Anda thousand fragrant posies. yTryJiy.

, Guatemozin, the son-in-law and successor
of Montezuma, •Emperor of Mexico,:and
the last prince of the Aztec dynasty. Is said
to nave asked, "Amlon a bed of roses?"
when he was being tortured to death by the
Spaniards, who placed hiuiupon a layer of
burning coals, and then piled other coals

upon him. The correctness of this Incident
has been called in question on the theory
that the rose was unknown in America at
that time. The flower may not have been
known by that name, but there are several
varieties of the rose indigenous tothis coun-
try, and, besides, does not Shakespeare tell
us that "a rose by any other name would
smell as sweet?" The tortured Aztec may
have named some other flswer, and the his-
torian called ita rose because it would be
best understood.

-
Chinese Gambling— Fan-Tan and "The

77y-:-yy. Tiger."- The police authorities of New York an-
nounce that they have closed allthe ('fan-
tan" establishments in the part of the city
occupied by the Chinese, so that the favor-
ite game of the Oriental residents of Man-
hattan willbe played no more. Among the
many games of chance played by the Chi-
nese "fan-tan" is one ol the most popular
and the best known. The players sit around
a table, and the keeper of the game has in
front of him a bowl or tray, containing two
or three quarts of "cash," small cuius made
of bronze and worth about one-fifteenth of
.1cent each. Each coin has a square hole in
the center for convenience in carrying iton
a wire or string. The dealer takes a large
handful of the coins from the bowl, gener-
ally a double handful, and places itou the
center of the table. The players guess at
the pile, the guessing being based upon tbe
number that will remain after the coins
have been removed, four at a time, until
three, two. one or none are left. The re-
moval is made with a pointed rod, like a
long lead pencil, it being forbidden to the
dealer to touch the pile with his fingers in
any way. The players show wonderful skill
in estimating the number In the pile,but,
like most games of this sort, the profits gen-,
erally go to the keepers of the establish-
ments. The "fan-tan" table is often a scene
of great excitement, and occasionally there
is bloodshed, but, happily, not often.

The Chinese are great gamblers, and when
fortune goes against therti they have been
known, after losing their money, to gamble
away everything, even to their clothing and
their wives and children. Ihave known
two laborers ina Chinese city to draw lots,
by means of long and short straws, to de-
termine which one should have the dinners
of both. The loser went hungry, while the
winner calmly ate the two meals without
any compunction of conscience or stomach.

The Chinese have several gods, who are
supposed to look after the interests of gam-
blers. The nio3t noted of these gods Is Tv
Chieng Kui, and lie received a great deal of
worship from those addicted to the gambling
vice, some oi them having images of this
divinity in their houses. Another god of
gamblers is the tiger, and gambling-houses
are sometimes Indicated by pictures of this
animal over or on tlieir doors. Perhaps the
Chinese custom may have beeu the origin
of the

•' fighting the tiger," the slang
euphemism for gambling in this part of the
world.

Prospects of a Great tVar in Europe.

Events seem to be drifting in the direction
of a great war, in which Germany, Italy and
Austria willbe arrayed against Russia and
France. There is good ground for believing
in tho existence of a secret alliance between
the three powers firstnamed, and reasonable
basis for belief in a similar alliance between
Russia and France. Germany is disliked by
Russia, and. as all the world knows, earn-
estly bated by France. The Czar and the
German Emperor have never taken kindly
to each other, and long before Alexander
111 was raised to the Russian throne he was
known to be a hater of everything German.
The French rulers were not slow to observe
this trait in his character, and If they
have not taken advantage of it, they
have been lacking in one of the first
principles of diplomacy. Realizing that she
could not possibly cope with France and Rus-
sia at once Germany naturally looked about
for allies, and found them in Italy and Aus-
tria. Itwillbe remembered that Italy was
the ally ol Germany (or rather ot Prussia) in
1866, in the six weeks' war with Austria In
that year, and the friendly feeling between
the two countries has continued ever since

"through their mutual dislike of France.
Austria's defeat in that war brought about
the coronation of the Emperor of Austria as
Kingof Hungary, and the formation of the
Austro- Hungarian monarchy. The ques-
tions that formerly separated Prussia and
Austria nave been settled, and In the exten-
sion of her power to the eastward Austria
has come in contact with Russia Ina way
that makes a war quite within the bounds
of possibility at no distant day. France is
burning for revenge, for the results of the
Franco-German war of twenty years ago,
and altogether the situation Is such that a
very slight incident may bring on a war, in
which" many thousands of lives will be lost
in a few weeks, or months, at farthest.

I'.iliiinlthe Imperial Scenes.
When Francis Joseph IIwas crowned

King of Hungary at Pesth in 18117 (June Bth)
he was required at one point in the cere-
mony to ride to the summit of a mound in
the principal square of the city and, with
the Hungarian crown on his head, strike
with his sword at the four quarters of the
heavens, to indicate that he would repel all
enemies from tho four cardinal points of the
universe. ihis mound was composed of
earth brought from all the provinces of
Hungary, and half a million ot people were
looking lit the Emperor-King as he rode up
the incline aud drew bis sword wlien he
neared the top. On reaching the summit
the horse reared and poised himself on bis
hind feet. There was breathless suspense
in the vast multitude lest the rider
should he unhorsed or the crown be
thrown from his head. Either occurrence
would have been of the greatest moment, as
it could not fail to be regarded ns an ill
omen forthe monarchy, and sure to be fol-
lowed by national disaster. The horse re-
mained thus poised as the Emperor made
the required strokes with bis sword. As the
weapon returned to its scabbard the animal
dropped gracefully to the ground, and there
was a sigh of relief when the multitude
caught its breath again. "I could not help
sharing in the general excitement," said a
friend who narrated the incident to me,
"although Iknew that for three months
Renz, the great circus man of Vienna, and
one of the nest horse-trainers of Europe,
had been training that horse on a similar
no und of earth in the yard of the imperial
stables at Vienna. Every day for the last
week or more the Emperor had himself rid-
den the animal, and rehearsed the perform-
ance with the greatest care. The horse
knew exactly what he was to do, and did it
according to his teachings."

Copyright. IS.II.

VESSELS IN ANCIENT TIMES.

Tie Style of Mai Arc&ltectore That Prevailed
in tie Years Long Ago.

We moderns are justly proud of the won-
derful anil magnificent specimens of naval
architecture that crowd the great ports of
the world. If there is anything new under
the sun a iirst-class ocean steamer, it is be-
lieved, is that rarity. Inour conceit we re-
call only the galleys and triremes of the an-
cients, that scarce ever ventured beyond the
coast line, and the small barks in which
Columbus ami those who followed him con-
quered the New World and nave commerce
-its greatest field. Hut the ancients built
many goodly sized craft and made luxury a
study on some of tliem.

That inueh-controverted craft, the ark, is
an example of bigness, says the Maritime
Kegister. Her tonnage is estimated nt about
15,000 tohs— smaller, it Is true, than that of
the Great Eastern. No less an authority
than Lindsay thinks that she was simply a
rait of stupendous size, having upon ita
structure resembling a huge warehouse.
As no means of propulsion were necessary
this description ma; be correct. The cargo,
however, was unique and probably the
largest and most valuable ever carried.

The description of the ark, as given in the
Scriptures, makes the vessel about 450 feet
in length, 75 feet labreadth and 45 feet in
depth— proportions similar to those now in
use to-day for great vessels. But as the ag-
nostic is not sure that this life-boat of the
human race ever existed, and as the mate-
rialist is sure she never was built, let us
take for example of big ancient vessels some
other craft vouched lor upon the authority
of profane and not sacred writers. The
Egyptians, fond oflarge things and big di-
mensions, mado the big tonnage vessels of
ancient times.

Ptolemy d'hilopator) would have appreci-
ated the Great Eastern. He was fond of
building big boats. Une of these is said to
have been 420 feet long, 57 feet btoad and
72 feet deep from the highest point of tbe
stern.

'
This vessel had four rudders, or

what some would call steering oars, as they
were not fastened, each 45 feet long. She
carried 4000 rowers, besides 3000 marines, a
large body of servants under her decks and
stores and provisions. Her -ears were 57
feet long and the handles were weighted
with lead. There were 2000 rowers on a
side, and it Is supposed that these were
divided into five banks. That this extra-
ordinary vessel ever put to sea is doubtful,
but that she was launched and used at times,
if only for display, several historians ;Ac
agreed.

Another ship, the Thalamogus, built for
one of the Ptolemies, is said to have been
300 feet long, 40 feet broad and 60 feet deep.
This was a Inr more magnificent vessel
than 'any previous one. An Alexandrian
historian, Catlixenus, in;describing her,
speaks of her having colonnades, mar-
ble stairs and

-gardens. Another great
vessel, historical by reason of its
size, is ono built . by Hiero,

-
King

of Syracuse. Her dimensions are estimated
to .be large from the description of her
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1 cargo and the number of her decks and
houses. She is supposed to \u25a0 have been
sheathed with lead, and accomplished at
least one successful trip.

A full description of her would read
somewhat like that ofIone of our Long Isl-
and Sound or Hudson River steam botiti.

IShe had three entrances, the lowest leading
to the hold, the second to the eating-rooms
and the third was appropriated to the sol-
diers. There were thirty rooms, each
having four couches for the soldiers ;
there were 'fifteen couches in the
sailors' supper-room, and there were
three more • cabins, each having three
couches. The floors inall these rooms were
laid in stone mosaic work. There was also
a temple of cypress- inlaid withivory and
dedicated to Venus. The mainmast was
composed of a single tree, and the vessel
carried four wooden and eight iron anchors.

As a freight-carrier she would rival the
largest of our ocean tramps. It is recorded
that one or two of the launches belonging to
her would carry about eighty tons. This
vessel is said to have carried "60,000 meas-
ures ofcorn, 10,000 jars of Sicilian salt fish,
20,000 talents' weight of wool and of other
cargo 20,000 talents, all of which was in ad-
dition to the provision required for the
crew." These are the notablybig vessels of
ancient times, but the supposition is that as
rulers, whether king or people, were as
emulous in those days as these, other big
craft were also built. From the foregoing
description the thought is suggested thai the
first designers of our own river steamboats
may have heard of the Egyptian and. Syra-
cuse vessels and taken a hint from them in
building floating palaces.

PUTTING ON HEADS.

One Way That a Man in This City Has ofMating
a Linns.

"Youmay look astonished," said a well-
known gentleman of this city to a repre-
sentative of The Call, "but it is a fact
that there is a mau in this city who makes a
living by putting on heads, repairing
broken arms and limbs, and he is not a
graduate of any medical college."

"Of course," said the representative, "a
man might be able to set a fractured arm or
a broken leg without having passed a med-
ical examination, but when it comes to
making a livingby putting on heads, unless
be bit a prize-fighter, Iwould rather see the
operation than take your word for it."

"He is not a prize-fighter; and as you
seem to doubt me, I'll ask you to step
around the corner and 1 willgive you proof
of the truth of what Ihave just told you."

Tho representative was taken to a small
shop on one of the side streets of the Eighth
Ward, and there was shown a man wearing
a fez cap on his bead, a tennis shirt open at
the breast probably to give him fullsway
of the muscles of his chest; the sleeves of
bis shirt were rolled up to above the elbow,
displaying brawny arms; a large apron ho
wore to save his lower garments; aud while
he looked anything but like a pugilist, he
was actually engaged at that moment in
putting a head on—not a human being, but
a very valuable statuette of Apollo Belvi-
dere.

The individual— pleasant-looking son of
la belle France— engaged in tho business
of repairing and making again as good as
new all sorts of articles of ornament that
have become the victims of careless servants,
or the cat, the animal that has to bear the
blame of having done much damage.

Un the shelves in bis shop and on the
bench before him were a great number of
parcels, each containing the accumulated
remains of some household treasure all
more or less damaged, and waiting the time'
when his deft fingers would tike up the
separate pieces and join them together. In
one parcel were the shattered pieces of a
once magnificent Bohemian vase; In an-

her, an armless Cupid; one contained an
Italian peasant that was split diagonally
from right shoulder to left knee, and iv a
pasteboard box was the head of a bisque
doll which was minus nose and one car.

"Mydear sir," said the workman, drop-
ing some tools he was using, "Iwill say-
that lam ready to make sound and whole
again anything that may be broken, except
a man who is dead broke. You u^k If this
is not tedious work;well itis a kind of work
that requires a great deal of patience, some
knowledge of art, also of anatomy, for in
making the repairs it is necessary to keep
the lines of the subject, and it is also a
requisite to know how to replace an arm, a
leg, a nose oran ear so that it willconform
with the representation of the human figure,
and besides, one must know something
about the anatomy of animals."

"Do you have to have all the pieces in or-
der to make your repairs?"

"If1can get them, no matter how small
they may be, the better, for they are a great
help, but Ican get along without them.
Here, for instance," said he, exhibiting a
statuette, of the Babes in the Woods that had
been through the repairing process, "a lady
brought this to me a few days ago, and she
appeared to be in great distress. She said
that she was a governess In the house of a
gentleman livingin the Western Addition,
and that that morning she had the misfor-
tune to run against the statuette, and iv fail-
ing ithad struck against an andiron infront
of the chimney, shattering the right arm in
such small fragments that it would bo im-
possible to put them together again. The
statuette was one that was highly prized by
the lady of the bouse by reason of some at-
tachment connected with it, probably a love
romance, but that, otcourse, Idon't know,
nor dot care. 'If this can be repaired be-
fore the lady comes back from a visit to a
sister inOregon it willbe all right, but ifit
cannot, then Imight as welllook for another
place,' said the governess.
"Ilooked at the pieces she brought me,

and sure enough what there was of the right
arm looked at if ithad been taken from un-
der a quartz-crusher. Itold her that Iwould-
do the best Icould, and here is the result.
1made a new arm, and liguaranteethat when
the lady comes hack she will have to have
a very sharp eye if she can detect the new
arm. The upshot of tbis case is that Ihave
earned a few dollars, the governess' position
is safe, and the lady uf the house willnotbe
any the wiser.

"How doIhide the defects? Why I'll
tell you if you don't give it away. Itis a
simple matter, it is nothing but paint toned
down to match the original article. Some-
times it is impossible to match the lint,and
in such cases It becomes necessary to give
the article a new coat of paint, making it to
be sure as nearly the tint of the original as
the mixingof colors willadmit."

The repairer excused himself from further
talk, saying that be had to finish putting on
the head on Apollo, and the representative
retired with the firm conviction that there
many ways of making money that are nut
generally known.
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WOODBURY'S

\u25a0 FACIAL SOAP
For the Skin and Scalp.

The result of 20 years* practical experience.
Highly Indorsed by the medical profession; on-
equaled u> a remedy for eczema, scald-head, oily
skin, pimples, flesh worms, discolorations. uglycom-
plexion, etc. Indispensable as a toilet article, and
a sure preventive of all diseases of tbe skin and
scalp.
It remores dandruff and scurf and produces a

healthy action of the scalp, thereby promoting the
growth of the hairand preventing its falling out.
itis Invaluable for use In the nursery, In allaying
Itching Inflammation and preventing milk erust,
scald-head, rashes; on account of Us disinfectant
properties Itprevents ami destroys all unpleasant
odors, prevents diseases, etc., and may be used with

impunityon the most delicate skin.
For Shaving— ltprevents barber's Itch, eczema,

ringworm, and all Inflammatory affections of the
face, and Is healing, soothing and refreshing.

Theatrical people willfind It excellent for wash.
ing off paint and muke-up.

AtDrnggtiits', or sent by mail. 50c.
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PLAIN FACES MADE PRETTY.
JOHN H.WOODBURY. DERMATOLOGIST.

Caa remove almost any Facial Blemish without
causing the patient pain."

The word dermatology, whenever used, somehow
or other suit-tens the name ul John IL Woodbury,
at least throughout this section of the country,
wherever the achievements of this eminent special-
ist are known and appreciated. And this is but
natural, as he has probably done more for afflicted
humanity in painlessly removing birth-marks and
kindred disfigurements than any other person. Not
only bas he made the skin alite study, but he has
also discovered, after extensive scientific research,
a means ot successfully removing all

. FACIAL BLEMISHES.
He has the largest establishment in the World for

the treatment or the Skiuami Scalp, Enema. Moles,
Warts, Superfluous Hair. LirthniarkH. Moth.. Ire,,

les. Wrinkles. Nose. Red Veins, Oily Skin, Acne,
rimplra, lllackheads, Harber's Itch. Scars. rating*.
Powder Marks. Facial Development, etc. Consul-
tation free at office or by letter. 118-page book on
all skin and scalp affections and their treatment
sent, sealed, for to oents.

JOHN U. VOOUIIDIIT,Dermatologist. ..
185 West 4 Jil St., New York City,

published 1870. ;.:\u25a0\u25a0 It


