
THE STOLEN GEMS.
Creak! crawk! and then thud! splash!

splash land echoing, whispering
b water draw n up bj I

men at the winch Tcwe some 10 feet higher,
where each buc&et In turn v, as caught by a
check and reversed to pour it?* contents
into nhtige cistern to supply the drinkinp

vater at the castle.-•

I,Charles Lester, had climbed the down
after my early-morning visit to the sea be-
neath lhe cliffs, where a plunge down into
the clear depths bad sent an electric thrill
through mo. There Ihad swum and dived

for 10 minutes, dressed In the warmsun-
shine and tramped buck over the cliff slope

where Lord Gurtleigu's flock <»f bnuth-
downs were nibbling the short dewy herb-
age and givingtheir mutton a gamy tlavor
by crunching up the thousands of tiny snail-
shells as well. .„. _ .
Iwas satisfied with the look of the flock,

laughed to myself as Ithought what a
farmer, bailiff, and general man of btaJness
Iwas growing in dear old J>icK » interest;

and then had gone round so ns to pass

through the gardens and let the men see 1
was about. » . ,»ff
"Iknow they'll ca'l me a nigger-amer,

Isaid to myself, "tun they've all liad too
easy a time of it during Dick * nimoriy,

aid' things have been shamefully

neglected." And then 1 mused my plans
respecting tho management of the
estate na Iwent back to the castle, making
up my mind that as Gurtieigh had placed

everything in my hand*; Iwould have none
but good men about ti.e place. Everything
sh«.nld b« honest and übayeboarJ; and so
i; fell out that Iwas walking b:\ck to my

room, through the yard, at 7 o'clock that
bright summer morning, meaning to do a
couple tf houts' writingaTid account read-
ing, when 1heard the squeaking and creak-
ing of the wheel in the wellhouse with its
high-pitched roof.
Itinned sharply, entering the great Btone-

paved wet place, wlu-re a man "Mgrinding

away oh either Bide of the opening, and
came piump^that'a the correct word, and
bis appearance Justified it—upon Brayson,

the butler, standing there, slowly sipping a
tumbler of water, and looking as clean-
shaven and smootu as if he were by the
sideboard in the dining-room, waiting atone
cf the meals.

"Good morning, sir.
"Morning. Brayson. Stop! Look here,

my men. why, in heaven's name, don Iyou
grease that wheel?" :"

The men ceased turning, and the one near-
est touched his forehead.

"Be n:> good, sir. Her \u25a0 , teal again dreck-
erly, all on account o' the water."

"Then greaso it '.in, or oilit, or some-
thing."

"Never have been greased, said the man
on the other side, slowly, and in a way
which seemed to say, "What business is it

"Then let it be dons before to-morrow
morniue." Isaid, sharply. "Tho whole of
:he machine is eaten up withrust. Where's
i-our common-sense, m>n? Why. your work
willbe ns easy njtainJ 1)j you do this often,
Bravson? Isaid.

"Every morning, sir." he replied, obse-
quiously. "Winter and summer, 1 always
nave a class of this water first thine Finest
ariuk in the world for your health. Will
ron try a glass, sir?"

v\ en os.
Before 1 bad finished speaking bo was

rinsing tlie tuiiibliTin a freshly liileJ tub.
:!ieu taking a clean napkin from his pocket
ne wiped and polished it. Finally, as one
jfthe buckets rose ont of the black', vapor-
ous depths of the opening inclosed by the
.'ramencrk of th* wine*, he sign d to the
men to step, and dipped the glass fall, hold-
ng it for a few minutes in the open door-
svay, while a fmsty dew rai illy fonued on
-.he" outside of the tumbler.

"There, sir," he said solemnly, and lie
banded it to me as if it w«?re a giass of his
lordship;* choicest champagne.

Itook the glass and drank its contents.
water. Bryson."

"Finest glass in the country, sir."
"And liics and cool."
"Always the saiue. sir, winter or sum-

•ner. Comes from so deep down. It's just
% hundrfti feet."

"Now. after the dry weather?"
'V'X.-vi-r alter*, sir; just keeps to thesama
height, and there's about 80 foot nf water
down there

—
never-failing supply."

•'iiumpli! Cut right down* the solid
chalk," Isaid, as 1 gazed into the black
'iepths of the huge shaft, which was about*
10 feet iv diameter, and breathed the cool,
frfeth "iir which rose

"Ye?, >ir, and she's never foul," said the
man nearest to roe. "I'vebeen down *-,hen
they mended the bottom wheel. Ctn't do
that at Mr Romney's place ;two men choked
there finlylast year."

"Year afore," growled the other man.
"Oh, weer it? So it waer."
Tbeu the winding went on a3 Ipeored

down Into the gloomy place, listening to tne
dull, h/*avy plunge of the buckets as they
reached the water, and then to the echoing,
splashing and hollow musical sound as the
Water streamed aud dripped brck .when
tnev rose.

"Clumsy arrangement." Isaid, a* I
turned away with a shudder; for the place

Vwnv creepy and terrible and strangn.
"There ought to be a forcepump turned by j
a poay or a donkey, as at CarUbrooke. Oh!
by the way, Brayson/' Icontinued, as I
was crossing the yard toward the gates. "I
want to co over the win^-cellar."

"The \u25a0\u25a0-cellar, sir?" he said, and his
fat fare-chanced color.

"Yes, to take stick. Your lordship talks
cf laying down a fresh supply, Have your
cellar-bock ready, and we'll begin at once."
Theie was a slight dew on the man's fac<\
orIfancied there was. and 1said to myself
as Iwent round to the front:

"Master Braysoa has been helping him-
self to a few bottles r»f port, and I've got to
find him out. Deuced uuplenssnt, all this
running tilt at the servants. IwishIhad
gone on reading for the law."

CHAPTER IL
After breakfast Iran? for Brayson, and

began my inspection of the wine-cellar.
That took up the greater part of four days.

Result :Ihad Brayson into the little library
which was given up to me as my office,
Lord Gurleigh having merely reserved to
himself the right to come of an even; and
smoke a pipe.

Brayson came is looking very pale and
-oide In those four days he had lost fle3h;
and as he stood before me the miserable
wretch perspired profusely and was trein-

"Xow, look her**, Brayson." Isaid
gravely, "you are aware that Lord Gurt-
leigh lias placed everything in my bands."

"Yes, sir, his lordship told me so."
"Exactly. Well, lam very sorry to have

to exercise my prerogative sos ;>o:i; butI
must make an example. You were in the
late I.rrd Gurtleign's service 15 years, and
for the past seven years you have had sole
charge of that valuable cellar of wine
which has been shamefully plundered.
What have you to say?";

His lips moved, but no words came.
thing? Well, Ihave a little tv say.

Give me your keys. 1shall have the plate
examined at once. His Lordship will be
extremely loath to have you prosecuted,
but you must leave here; and Ican only
say how could you be so mad as to throw
away so good a post?"

"O:>, fur God's sake forgive me, sii !" he
crifd passionately, and crying now like a
child. "I'llconfess everything, sir. The
plate i? all right, sir—lswear itis, sir; but
Idid take a little wine."

"A tile, man! hundreds of dozens are
liis3inc."

"Yes. sir, it's trap, sir; but have mercy
on me, sir. I'll turn over a new leal, sir,
nnd be the best servant his lordship could
Live.ir Idid sell some wine, sir; Iwas
tempted, sir. No one ever wanted to know
about itbefore in all these years.

"And nowtbedayof reckoning has come."
"Yes, sir; but Iwill mind. sir. For

heaven's sake forgive me, sir. I've a wife
and family, sir ;and it's ruin to me. You
know it. is. 1 can never never get another
place with a character like that. I'llbe the
best of servant*, sir. I'llbe your sUve, sir,
and I*llconfess everything, sir, and show
you what':) been going oa in the stables,
and at the farm, and in the garden, and
about the bares and fezzans. sir.
"Ican findout. for myself,"Isail, sternly,

"and Lord Gurtieigh wants an honest but-
ler, not a contemptible talc-bearing spy."

"Of course, sir, of course. But Mr. Les-
ter, sir, have mercy on me, sir. Indeed I'll
turn over a new leaf.""

ILeu go and turn it over, man, and don't
grovel before me in that way. L«tme see
that you do ret>enl. But mind this, if the
•lightest act of dishonesty comes to my ken
there willbe no more mercy."

"God bless you. sir; thank you, sir," he
sobbed out. "I—I—"

He could say no more, bat broke down
and stood with his face king.

"Sit down. Brayson, till you are more
composed," Isaid. Quietly. 'There is cold
water in that carafe; take same. Don't let
the servants see you in this condition."

"Thauk you, sir, thank you," he whis-
pered hoarsely, and tlio glass tapped a^ain-t
the. bottle as he poured out some water and
drink it.

"Weak, drinks more than is good for him—
excepting the cold water from the well

every morning to steady his verves," Isaid
to myself as soon as liravson had gone.
"Weil. Ihope he willturn out allright, and
that Ihave made a friend."

CHAPTER 111.
The months glided on. and after a great

deal of anxiety Icould honestly feel that I
was getting fjurtlelgh'fl little kingdom into
fair stair, when one night we had a shock.
Iwas in the little library, poring over some
papers sent <bwn by his lordship's solicitor,
jibont which a ply was needed. 1had been
speaking to Dick about it over our coffee
rid lie had replied: "Well, you know iw&t.

"Ito >k the lib city,myl»dy," he began.
"Oh, Brayson, how good of you I"
"Yes," said Lord (iurtleigb.;"but, Isnv.

Brayson, you should have brought the
brandy too."
"Idid, my lord; Ihare it outside hero on

a tray."
"Allyour doing, Charlos\" said Gurtieigh

as soon as we were alone, "that chap's get-
ting quite a moral, as they say down here.
Here

-
to you,dear boy, and Ihope Flcrry

is right."
The police wen soon on tho spot, «nd at

once created a revolution among the ser-
vants, who threatened to leave in a body on
finding that they were suspected, the upper
housemaid being particularly demonstrative
and full of angry demands that the police
sergeant should have searched her box.

But they did not trace the thieves, neither
did they make any discoveries through the
pavnbrokers or diamond merchants, and
the months rolled on and it was summer
once again.

"Itisn't your fault, old man," Gurtleigh
said to me one day when they wered'wn at
the castle again, after spending the winter
in Italy, "and, look here, 1taboo the topic.
Whenever we meet you begin going on
about those confounded Jewels. 1 don't
mind now, and Fiorry doesn't mind, so let
let them rest. Any one would think they
were yours, you make such a fuss."

But Icould only think about those lost
stone?, and Lady Gurtleigh's word* that if
t ..y were found it would be by me. llmv
Ipondered over their loss and suspected
different people, but only to feel guilty
afterward of mi*judging them. For again
and again Ihad feltconvinced that the theft
bad been committed by some one who know
the place Hud our habits; hence Innrued
that itmust have been one of the outdoor
servants— groom, gardener, farm laborer,
or, perhaps, even a keeper. I grew more
convinced of thi9 as time glided by, for it
seemed to ma that those jewels must be
buried or hidden somewhere, with the thief
wailing his time tillhe could find an oppor-
tunity ofdisposing of then safely. 1don't
know how itwas but the gardener excited
most of my suspicion, and 1used to go about
the grounds at all hours pondering upon
likely places where they could have been
buried— under newly planted trees, in viu-

Don't bother me! Go and get itdone and
then we willnave a quiet cigar. I'll join
yon in an hour."

He joined me In half that time, dashing
into the library excitedly.

"Charley, old man!" he cried. "Quick,
th- re's something wrong!"

"What?" Icried as excitedly,' "Lady
Florry—

"
•"Yes," ho panted, "went up to her dress-

ing-room. The door was locked. There
must be

—"

"Burglars!" Icried. "Quick, call the ser-
vants! Go up and guard that door, and
send me one round to me." •

"Where aie yon going?"
"Under your windows," 1cried, throwing

open the one at the end of the room; and,
springing our. Iran round to the front of
the house, fullyexpecting to see one of the
farm ladders reared up against th*» bread
stone balcony which ran along the first
floor. There it was, in the dim light, which
was sufficiently strong for mo to tee that
tlie window was open.
Id.not hesitate a moment. "Burglars

are always cowards," 1 reasoned, and Iran
v:> the ladder and dashed to the window,
thinking, though, that 1 should be awk-
wardlysituated ifour visitors had revolvers.

Bat no shot welcomed me i» 1 t>tepp* Iin,
I'.oh-Oox from my pocket,

struck r iuht, and I.eid it above my head.
Nothing to bf» s-en, . .t forward,
lit the candle* on the tui'iet-table, a;.d
peered al •\u25a0 I

"Hullo!" cried a voice behind me,
Lord Ciurtieiijlisprang into the room. "Any
one thi

"No,"1said, "we are too late."
A minute's search proved that Iwas

right,«nd then we turned to the door, which
was carefully bolted on the inside; aDd as
we threw itopen, there stood Brayson, tne
footman and a couple of grooms, while
voices behind us told that help was be!o\v,
the gardeners and stablemen having been
Called ill).

"Mind! Ishouted, running to the win-
dow. "Keep back on the grass ; there may

•;>nuts there; Ishall waut to exam-
in«-.''

Then Istood thinking for a moment be-
fore issuing my orders as promptly as 1

could. ..oms tff mounted to suiu-

a any
suspici-

went to !
the keeper?, watchers and . at the

[Ial prs red in vain, and I

nty :>•« n and another
-talking tv Lord and Ladj

"I wouldn't eire t«i .1 the
it are

. n bich
:' jiidjir Aman,

;family diamonds."
"Don't fret, Dick, dear," said Lad] Gurt-

lei>,'li, quietly ;"'it's a great piiv,But 1 will
not mind, ldaresay Charles Le.n«r willget
them back for inc."

"Bless your faith," [ cried, unable to re-
press a .smile, in spite of my chagrin; "what
a wonderful man you think Iam!"

"WVli,"'said my old college claim, giving
the tnb!e a rap with hU fist, "wonderful or
uo, Ido say tiiis. if :iny one can ?;et them
ba.^tc if? rl«ar cid Charley here."

"indeed!"Isaid. "iTxenj my dear Lady
Fiorry, try rind bo resigned, for your j«weU
are gone forever unless the detectives
can run thescoundrels down."

ut for the \u25a0':-

"11 : . v Gurtleigh,
clapping her bands; "itwillbe likereading

"Humph!" ejaculated Gurtieigh; "she's
not going to break ncr hear: about the jew-
els."
"Ishould think not, indeed, dear," she

cried merrily. "They haven': killed us to
get the nasty things." There now, you two
poor, tired creatures are to smoke a cigar
each, and I'llbring some coffee."

\u25a0 . \u25a0

saddiy troubled aud t

cries, utider forcing frames, in pot* or tucs
in the conservatories. Then ttio laborers,
the men who could be handy with ladders,
had their turn in my suspicions, and, with
my monomania increasing, 1 wandered
about haystacks and farm buildings, peered
under thatches and eaves, and pondered
over the tiles and stones or floors.

'Those Jewels never reached London I"
Iused to declare to myself as 1 wandered
about with my walking-stick (one made of
steel, heavily varnished, and so sharp at the
point that 1 could use itas a probe to thrust
Into the ground among the roots, or into
stacks or thatches, in the hope of discover-
ing the hidden gems). There were times
when 1 told myself it was ail imagination,
especially when 1 was wearied out and felt
th.it 1had searched everywhere, and one
night Ithought that 1 would follow Lord
Gurtleigus advice, and give tits matter up.

Result: 1 woke tho next morning, and
went down 10 the sea for my plunge in the
deep hole beneath the cliffs, determined to
proceed, and with a peculiar belief that
sooner or later 1 should find those gems.

CHAPTER IV.
A great change had resulted from my

management, 1 must own. The people
about the place bad found out that 1 was
not to bo trifled with, and it was quite
cheering to find how they settled down to
the work. But Idid not relax my vigilance.
Iwas out early every morning and about
the place, fine weather or foul, and foi
months past Ihad encountered smiles where
there used to be scuwls. One bright June
morning 1 descended the cliff and reached
the great chalk rock, where Iundressed,
for few moments with the early sunshine
full upon me and reflected from the high
cliff, asIgazed down into the dark depths
of the clear water before making my dive.
Then 1 leaped right out, parted the cool,
bracing fluid, and dived right down tosee
how long 1 could stay below before rising
again, and repeating the performance, feel-
ing for the moment what an excellent diver
1 was, and directly after how feeble my
effort* were as compared with those of a
seal.

MIought to hare gone right to the bot-
tom," Isaid to myself as 1 was di>
"Wiki knows but what the. jewels nay
I a.- bees thrown In there? Nut a bad
hiding-pla c," 1 mused; "but no, not
likely."
Iwalked bark sharply, anil, as of old, the

rushing and splash in the wellhouse saluted
rue as 1 crossed the- yard, thinking that ifit
I)ad not teen for my old friend's heavy loss
1should have persuaded him to let mo de-
sign new machinery fur raising the water
supply.

Brayson's words had so impressed me
that ithad grown into a habit to tako my
glao of cold water after nay bath, and one
was kept on a shelf on purpose for my use,
cue of the men thrusting in the winch-
stop when a bucket was level, and filling
the glass as a matter of course as soou as
Iwas seen crossing the yard.

That morning, as I stood in the well-
houje. sipping the clear, cml fluid and lis-
tening to the tticklinjcand echoing splash-
ing ot the falling water, 1 gave quite n
start, and Involuntu ly peered down into
the horrible-locking black hole.

The next mil).; 1had tos<ed off the. re-
mains of my draught and hurried away
trembling lest my excitement should have
been noted by the men ;tor, like an inspira-
tion, the thought had come to me, "The
jewels me bidden down there!"

Instead of turning into the gardens as 1
generally diii 1hurried in and up to my own
room to finish dressing, but with my cheeks
burning and temples throbbing, calling my-
self fool, madman; telling myself that it
was impossible, iniDrobablH to a degree;
that there were a million more likely places
for tlie jewels to have been hidden and that
to throw them down there was to cast them
away forever.

But all these arguments were in vain
against the hourly growing feeling that I
had at last hit upon tho pot where £the
stolen tieins were iiidd<'ii.

-Mt of that place be-
Idon't know. Perhaps it v.i

simple, per ssible. Suffice it,
1 never had tillnow, ami the idea had

-
ne a fever, which went on In-

creMsin^ for quite a week, when, unable to
gInger, ]gave way.

"There must be something in it," i
to tnj ihould ii I be haunted In
tii.s fashion. Superstition? Perhaps, but
wbrther it is that, i r or folly,I
shall i M till 1 have searched tliat
well."

As so li a^ 1had made i:p my mind to
this n? 3 first taougnt was to consult Lord
Gartleigh, but Icast that out at once.

"ile'ilridicule it," 1 "i can't make
him feel a* Ido";a ;

anything tor a confidant,
I must act . :Keep my

. do iasy task—from every
one about |

j; wi- Ike a fit of insanity, qu I. but 1 was determined, and from
think out my plans.

1 h<- _• woul'l have been to
.• . \u25a0

amount ofdrawing water had the slig
effect, f"T t Ithe huge

tieneath the mighty
range running -I the. dom-

inKtin^ the sea. There could be no dmin-
well, and, even had it be.en possible,

1 n>; have felt disposed to !\u25a0
sucti a thing; fur Iwaned to k-ep my

actions secret in case it was all a fancy en-
gendered by the sight of the place.

Ti at nlgbt, with a fueling of ccrtninty
that Ihad as good as founn the j«we.ls which
h id been !i)d'J«n tliere for thp reasons Ihad
already settled, Imade my way to th^ well-

after every one lind retired for the

Ihad provided myself wit!) a lantern,
matches and a reel, upon which were a hun-
dred yards of salmon lino from Lord Gnrt-
leigh itackle, aud lastly a heavy plummet,
beneath which 1 hung a little grapnel
formed of hooks securely bound back to
back.

The place looked very grim and repellent
as Icarefully closed the doors. All was
silent and black, and when a drop of water
dripped from the great cistern overhead it
fell With a splash far below, which echoed
from the slimy sides of the wellin a pecu-
liar way thiit was almost startling. Bui 1
w.it too hotupon my project, and carefully
lighting my lanterc in one corner, Itried to
keep itcovered over tillIhad attached the
end of the line to the lantern-ring, and
swung itdown over the side Into the well.

"Nobody is likely to be watching the
place," Ithought, a-> Ilowered the light for
ten or a dozen feet; and then, as 1looked
over the rail, 1 began to search for what 1
expected to find, to wit, a string attached
somewhere to the side—a string that Ihad
settled inmy own mind would be attached
to the packet lowered down.

But 1 walked slowly round, examining
carefully, aud specially about the massive
oaken crossbeams which supported the
bucket-wheel, and there was no result. I
could see nothing but the stout rope, which
rose up from the darkness, passed over the
wheel from the cistern, and went down
again into the -black depths— two ropes, as
it were, three feet apart, above the center
of the great shaft, nothing more.

1drew the lantern a little higher, then
lowered it;and again more and more, but
there was no string, and, bitterly disap-
pointed, Ilet the light go down and down,
stopping several times, and listening, in
fear the clicking made by the salmon-winch
might draw attention to my task; and at
last the echoing sound seemed so loud that
Itwisted the line about the railing And stole
to th« door and listened.

Aii was .still, aud Iwent back to peer
down at the lantern swinging to an<i fro
fully 50 feet down. And now, after loosen-
ing the line, 1 lot it run out with the lan-
tern descending, past tbe buckets, till I
caoghta faint gleam just beneath it. and
then Icould just see part of a wheel stand-
ing out of the black water, the beams which
held itbeing beneath the surface, tho light
burning clearly and showing that there was
ii"i' ul air.

As 1 rapidly wound the lantern ud Isaw
once iii!. the two buckets about half way
down. Then, as Iwent on winding, they
seemed to be descending, but of course, it
was tho lantern coming up, and directly
after Ihad it in my band, untied it, and
attached ray grapnel. This Iheld over thn
well, and the weight ran itout rapidly. I
heard it strike the water, and then on and
ou it went to what seemed to be a tremen-
d as depth before ittouched bottom.

Then Ibegan to drag here nnd there,
pullingitin all directions, expecting every
moment to feel a check, and when at last i
did my heart seemed to leap; but, as I
lifted, it was only to find that a hook had
caught against the bottom.
Ikept this up about a couple of hour?,

passing from one side of the draw-wheels
to the other after hauling up, but my efforts
were la vain. Ihooked nothing, and at last,
in despair at my ill-success, 1wound up,
meaning to put the work oil for another
night, when all at once them was a sharp
cluck, which nearly snatched ti > wheel out
of my hand, and Iknew that 1 had caught
against one of the cross-beams that sup-
potted the lower wheel beneath the water.
Alter a great deal of snatching and tugging
the line was free, but at the expense of
many yards below, and my plummet and
grapnel left sticking in the beam.

"Enough for to-night,"Istsid to myself,
opening my lantern and blowing out the
candle.

Thru Hi lowing back 'the doors Istood
listening, fancying 1had heard a step, but
all wa> sileu t, and 1 crossed tha yard,
let myself in aud went to bed, but not to
Bleep F< r 1 lay tossiog from side to side,
more convinced than ever tuat the jewels
lay at tha bottom of that well.

Why? 1 don'l know. 1 only tell you
what i thought, aud though Ihad dragged
bq unsuccessfully and felt timt Iwas not
likely to recover them in that very primitive
way. feel ng a*Idid that the beams would
prevent me frottl thoroughly searching tho

n, Iwas more determined than ever,
and by sunrise had made up my nnud what
to do.

Cfl \ITKK V.
1 rose that morning an hour earlier than

usual and went down for my customary
bath.

A> ireached tlie shore Isearched about
till 1 had founds couple ot chalk boulders
ti my taste, and carried these to the top of

ik off which 1 regularly made my
plunge aicd laid them there.

"AuEnglishman ougl.t to be as clever as
a ni^ier," 1 >a>d as 1 undressed, and 1
stooped Htid picked up one of the stones aud

down into tbe deep water. "Seems a
mad thing to do," Imuttered; and then,
feeling that if 1 hesitated i should fall, 1
t nk o y lean, struck the water with a tre-

. lash, and then went down like
an arrow, lower and lower, till(juitem dis-
roa) 1 unclasped my hands fiuin the
and rose rapidly to the surface "It's easy

i ," 1 thought, as my bead shut h
sunshine; and, climbing ba k. 1 tiok the
other

' glide ofl from
\u25a0 the surface with tho weight nipped

between my km
'1his time lwent down feet first till the

water began to grow dark, when the -t»iie
slipped, and Iagain shot up, rather breath-
less, but enrolliaged by my success. 1 tiied
that experiment f"r half a dozen til

-
more, and continued itfor a week, mornii
after morning, providing, myself now with

lengths if itne to tie round th*» stones
to form h band)*, and practicing tillIcould
seixa a stone, plunge m with it, and let it
dras: me rapidly to the bt/ttoui. whero I

ed my grasp after trying how long 1
could Jtaj .an I t w ird the last, after find-
Ing that 1 c tuld <•;!-;.y stay down a u.inute,

eg rose with si mo small stones or a
Lai dlul of pebble-' from tbe b ttmu.

"1 can go east and turn jieurl-diver
:evei \ thing else tails";and

ii with the confidence acquired
l>y my skill in diving.Iprepared one night

venture which lather chilled mo u3
t(;e time approctclu-d.

[twas a mad plan, and 1knew if. Ifelt
waSQOitt a monoinauiac; but Iw.is

blindly determined, and oue night found
me, lantern-armed, and provided with
matches, shut up in the well-bouse,

1 had stolen out about I,n ith every nerve
a highe-t pitch, and a horrible

feeling ofdread sending a itilver through
me: Iitt 1 honestly believe that, if at that

jer ol my ta-k had been
twice as ure.tt the bulldog obstinac] withiu

air ed vie through.
lthe danger was great enough, 1 well,as Iset down on tho humid floor tbe
, bad brought and then lit the lantern

t on the framework of the gira;
winch. Then lighting a pit-ceol wax can-
dle, 1 fixed that on the other sideof tho

» letting a littleof the wax dripou
the st< litrail.

"So far, so go d,"Isaid to myself, as 1
resolutely drove back horrible suggestions,
set my teeth, and threw off the ulster Iwore,
to stand ready in an old football Jersey and
drawers.

1had thought out my plans to the small-
est miuutia\ and mad« all my calculations ;
so that, ling that my only chance forcar-
rying out my task successfully was by going
straight on without hesitation. Iraised the
load 1had brought < no by one

—
couple of

5t3-pound weights— and after seeing that the
stop was in the winch, placed them ready la
one of the buckets which Ihad drawn up
level with the rail. Then, fastening a string
to the lantern Ilowered itdown till it was
about five feet from the water, fastened the
string, and taking out the stop, let the first
bucket run down with the weights till1
heard it kiss the water witha hollow, echo-
ing splash. As the sound aros.t Ithrust the
stop into the cogs of th« winch once more,
and the bucket was stopped, as Icould see,
half In the water.

The next task was perilous, butnothing I
felt to what was to come, as m anting tho
rail, and climbing out on the apparatus. 1
seised one rope, reaching out, caught the
other, twisted my leg round, hung for a mo-
ment over the shaft, which [ookod, if any-
thing, more horrible from the deep light be-
low, and let myself glide down rapidly.
Itwas the ta->k of a very few moment?,

but lonz enough for me to be attacked by
thoughts such as— suppose the rope broke—
suppose the air was foul down below—sup-
pose Icould not get back to the surface-
answers to which came at ono>, for 1 knew
that the rop>' would bear double my weight:
that the lantern would not have burned In
foul air and that as to returning Ihad but
to stand in tho bucket when Ireached it and
diß\v myself up by hauling the other rope.

impossible; Ihad fixed the machinery
with th« stop. The thought unnerved me
for tbe moment, and then Ilaughed, as I
recalled how often 1 had climbed a rope.
Then Iwas level with the swinging laa tern,
my feet touched the water close by the
partly submerged lower wheel, nnd I
checked myself to feel about and find, ns I
bad anticipated, a broad resting-place, just
below the surface, composed of slippery
crossbeams.

Here Istopped for a tew moments think-
ing—not hesitating— as to which tide I
should descend. And now, inspite of the
dogaed courage within me, Ifelt in full
force the terrible risk 1 was about to run.
Itwas one thing to plunge down into the
open sea in broad daylight, holding one of
those bowlders, another to take a 56-pound
weight from that bucket close by me, plant
it by me on the beam, thrust my foot
through the ringright an to my Instep, and
then lower myself off and lot that weight
drag mo down into those horrible cold,
black depths.
Ishuddered with the shook ofdread which

ran through me, and then snapping my
teeth together like an augry dog, Iuttered
a low laugh, which started m« again, us in
my desperate fit Isaid :

"Bah, what a poor soldier Ishould havf
made 1 Common workmen go through such
risks every day as a matter of course. Th«
jewels or

"
Idid not finish mv sentence, but bant

down as Iheld on by the rope, nnd took one
of the weights out of the bucket close by
me; the water washing about and whishing
against th« slimy walls as if it were swarm-
Ing with live creatures, disturbed by my
coming, and ascending rapidly from th,>
depths to attack the intruder upon their
home.

My foot glided along over the oaken
beam on which Istood, but Iheld on by
the rope aud recovers! myself, planted theweight down in the water by my feet, andholding up tlie rinjj thrust my rignt foot
tbrongß rlo^e up to the instep.

"That willdo," Ithought, as Iraised my
t<»«?s feeling that if 1descended carefully it
rould not !-ii|>< iftillIlowered the fore part
of my foot. "Now, lad, no silly fancies

"
I

muttered. "A few long breaths, then one
deep inhalatiou ;down you go rapidly ; then
feel about for a minute and a half, find the
package, slip your foot out of the ring—noyou will be holding it then—keep your
hands over your head incase yon eoOM up
under the beam, and then hurrah for to-
morrow."
Itwas a childish way of addressing my-

self, perhaps, but 1 felt bound to treat tile
matter lightly, bo as to cloak the peril from
my too active brain.

"Ready?''! said, as Ikept on breathing
slowly and deeply, preparatory to taking
the long, deep, lasting breath.

"Yes," Isaid, mentally, and changing my
hold to the other rope, Iwas about to lower
myself into a sitting position on the beam
drawing that deep breath the while, when'
like lightning, came the thought, ".Suppose
It it your last!" for a thrill shot down my
left arm right to my heart, and 1 sprain:
back to my erect position wondering as the
thrill went on.

Were my muscles quivering like tint?No; it was the rope which i held In my
hand, literally throbbing. Ilooked up, and

tliere, far above nic, diiuiy visible by the
light of the candle Ihad left burning,I
could see something dark reaching out from
the woodwork to the rope. The throbbing
went on violently, aud before Icould grasp
what it meant the rope gave way in my
hand, there was a peculiar rushing in tiie
water, Ilost my balance niy foot in the iron
ring feltas if snatched off the slippery beam
and Iwas rushing down throne;h the black
water rapidly toward the bottom.

CHAPTER VI.
1suppose Imust have struck out involun-

tarily,and in the act, as the water thun-
dered inmv ears and literally jarred me as
Ifblows had been struck over my head, the
weight glided from my foot and 1 rose to
tne surface, choking, panting and grasping
wildlyat the first object Itouched. It was
rope and gave way beneath ruy grasp. I
caught at something again. Itwas a wheel
aud it turned round, but, as strange sounds,
shouts and cries reached my ears, Igot hold
of the crossbeam and somehow, by help of
the wheel, managed to reach my old posi-
tion, but crouching down and holding on
for dear life.

"15elow there I" shouted a familiar voice,
but hollow and strange, "who is it."

"I—Help! help!"Igapped, now thorough-
lyunnerved.

"Sight Can you hold on tillwe send you
down a rope?"

1did not answer for a few moments as 1
strove to realize my chances.

"Yes." 1said, hoar.-e.ly. "Don't b« long."
Itseemed an age before the rope came,

pnd during the terrible waiting time Ilis-
tened to words of encouragement mingled
with btern orders delivered In Lord Gurfc-
leigh's voice.

Then came n ehper, and he shouted to me :
"Holdon, Kd! Rope's being rigged over

the wheel. I'm coming down."
".V', no!" 1 shouted, reusing myself now

from the apathy into which Ihad been fast
linking. "Send it down ai.d I'll make it
fast."

Soon aft«r a lantern began tode-icemi, and
by its light 1saw a loop of a rope gradually
glide lower and iower till it reached me.
when Iwas so numbed and cramped that I
had hard wort to get it over mv bead and
arms. But1 succeeded, and it must have-
spun round and tightened about my chest
as Iwas hoisted ur>, for Iwas quito unable
to help myself, and insensible by the time I
reached the top.

When Iopened my eyes ngain with an un-
-1 derstandliig brain my old friend was seated
br my bedside ;and, after 1 had assured
him that Iwas not going to die, be told me
that he had been roused up by the head
keeper throwing shots at his window; aud,
upon opening it,tho man told him tjiat tliere
was something wrong, for passing near the
bark of the buildings, be had seen a lightin
t:,e wellhouse through the litt c window.

."We were only just iv time. Charley.
Caught the scoundrel with the knifein t,is
band. He had }ust cut through tbe rope.""

Who who was it?
"
icried.

"Why, Brayson, of course!"
"Than he was the thief!" 1 cried ex-

ci'edlv, "and the jewels ate then."
".lewels? lJov. n thu well? You were

after them !"
"Of course," Isaid, and told him all.
"Well," he said as Ifinished my brief nar-

rative, "Ihave heard about men being lit
for

• olney Hutch, /you're one."
"Never mind that." I said, "if Lady

Fiorry gets.btck her gems."
"And old lira son is hanged for trying to

murder y"U,",said Lor.l Gurtleigh. "But,
1iiv, old lellow, I'm «lad 1 cmne."

But Brayson Ibanged, hei nly had a
taste of penal servitude for tlie robbery of
the jewel?, nnd also of home valuable plate,
two package*, secured in fine wire netting,
being brought up after proper dredging ar-
rangements had been made.

As formyself,Iwas noas toe wove for
my sabmerslon, save that my nerves were
unsteady for souih time, especially when I
used to lie and think, "Supdoss that keeper
had not seen thn light!"-Georgs ManvilleFenn, iv the Strand Mag izine.

'THEIU-, Slit," HE SAID. SOLKMNLY.

1Lowered the Light.

AT SKA.

Tanitkvl and torn, the white sea lares
IliouliTthe breast of the Indian deep;

I.lttctialoft the oat "r w noes
To slacken and strain in the (raves wiili-hleap;

The firoat sails sw.-ll . the bro id ion \u25a0 sh.ver
To urei-u ami silver the uurple sea;

And, down from the btiuset, a dancing river
Hum. OroM-iigold, where our ship t;oes free.

Too free! too fast! Wit memories -l.vi
I[az* to th-! iK.ith ward whtn lies Japan :

Ob, fair ami jleai mt. ami soft-voiced iii.iMen!
You are there, l' > distrust ! O Yoshl San !

You -•> ntitler those c.ou Is by the storm windsshaken,
Athuiigaiid rl. v*the sea fall flies,

A*!<>\u25a0\u25a0 MIfDeath, nut Time, bad taken
My eyes away from your beautiful eyes.

Vet, ifIt were l>c»tli,of Friends, my Kilrest!
lieioulu not rend our spirit In twain;

They ( ame too 11? ar to be lens than nearest
In thfi world where true heart* mingle nzala.

But s:vlis the hour we si^h f.irc.Tcll in,
Amifor me, win-never they n.ime Japan,

All .c, all chirm of the land yuu dwell la
Is Bi>uiieu In Mflllg"U Voshl ban:*'

Km Edwin Arnold.

ITEMS OF INTEREST.
Qlynn County, (ia., baa v woman hermit

wi'o has only spoken to three persons in 16
years.

Three factories In the United states con-
sume nearly 'J, 000,000 eggs a year in making
the peculiar kind of paper used by pho-
tographers, known as albumen paper.

While the Wnst is suffering from the
flood* the State of Maine is suffering from
drouth. Lake Sebago is 8 feet and 9 inches
below its norui<ti level nt ibis seas n.

The locusts are reappearing in Algeria in
greater numbers than ever, in Spite of the
efforts that were made by the French ad-
ministration last year to annihilate the
pests.

There are In Great Britain and Ireland no
fewer than 2,788,000 acies ol woodland.
Notwithstanding this fact timber to the
value of £16.000,000 is annually Imported
Into fie country.

Ales and beers an clarified before being
sent to the shops by means of Isinglass, a
kind of glue made of the sounds and air-
bladders of certain fish, particularly of the
sturgeon of Russian rivers.

Kaiiuers in Mex.co always use oxen ofone
color iv tne morning nud of another color iv
the afternouii. They do nit know why;
but they know that it must be the rignt
thing to do, because Iheir forefathers did it

A New York maker of travelers' goods
itupons a great many elephants' hides, nnd
bundles of them are usually to be seen upon
the sidewalk In front of his factory. He
says that elephant trunks are becoming
Tory popular.

Of the editors of the nine New York
morning papers published in thu English
language, seven are American bom. The
l'ulilz-jrbrothers cam-.' from the other side.
Of the seven Americans but (me, Mr. Ben-
nett, was born in New York City.

The felt cloth which is made into hats is
composed Chiefly of the hair of rabbits,
bares or goats, mixed with much wool.
These substances are entangled together
and pressed and beaten until they adhere to
form a compact but flexible material.

Antone Nelson, a Colorado cowboy, las-
goed aa eagle h few dnys ugo. Nelson was
riding over the prarifi on his little, cow pony
with the lasso tied to his saddle, when he
.saw the eagl« flying nheiid of him quite
closo to the Kroutid. Ho started his pony
on n run toward the bird, and when a short
distaneo away threw his rope, which settled
over tho eagle's neck and under one wing,
and he succeeded in getting the bird to the
ranch house alive.

One of the oldest fishes that ever swam In
any sea is that known to naturalists under
the unattractive name of

"
ophiocephalus."

A species of it is found in the Sea of Galilee,
whero it builds a nest which lor beauty of
design and elegance of workmanship excels
tho efforts of the majority of feathered nest-
buildera. Its lavorue spot for building is iv
an old root or rock projecting under the
water, and the material consists of seaweed,
grass and leaves.

Sound travels by waves radiating from a
central point of disturbance, just as waves
radiate when a stone is dropped into still
water. So far as the hearing ofhnch indi-
vidual is concerned these waves movo in a
direct Hue from the cause of the sound to
his ear, tne impact beine the greatest in tbo
ear nearest to tho source. This b ins the
casa a person wno lias totally lost the s.'nse.
of hearing In one ear, although he may Im-
agine that the defect is of Little conse-
quence, cannot locate the direction of a
sound to save his life, even when the center
of disturbance is quite near him.

Though Longfellow wrote a very beauti-
ful poem about the Bermudas ho never vis-
ited those islands. Not long oeforo his
death he was called upon by the Misses
Trlminlngham, who were among the wealth-
iest people of Bermuda. They sought him
out in his Cambrian home, and though at
that time he denied himself to most callers
the. poet welcomed the ladles most cordially.
As he conducted them to the door at the cud
of a pleasant chat he paused in saving
goort-bv and said, as if in reverie: "Ber-
muda, B*t*Oittd', how 1 have longed to go
there, but nowInever shall I"

JAPANESE ATHLETICS.

They Inclnfle Wrestlers, Football-Players

and Acrobats.

Sport Which Has the Sanction of Royalty.

Some Notable Wrestling Matches of

the Past.

Yfrttten for The Mobmnu Call.

Wrestling matches have been in vogu» in
Japan for centuries, and aie the fashmna-
ble amusement of the young nobility. The
wrestlers themselves are great, fat, un-
wieldy men, who look like stout old women.
They are of immense stature aud of singu-
larly heavy build—very far remote from
Western ideas of trained athletes. There
is a sort of current tradition in Japau that
their strength and overgrown appearance is
duo to a diet (insisting exclusively of meat,

but whether this is really the case or not I
cannot say. Except in face and umber tint
of complexion they do not resemble their
fellow-countrymen in the least. They

have neither the muscular wlriness of the
cooly nor the unhealthy obesity of the man

of leisure. But tbOUgb their flesh is, to our
thinking, much too superabundant it i3
always firm.

'ihere ia no regular method of training
followed, nor are there any fixed rules cou-

cernin2 systematic exercisine, regular
hours or careful diet. Pounding the limbs
and butting wooden posts with their shoul-
ders are the principal means employed to
Harden their muscles. Notwithstanding
this lack they are undoubtedly powerful
men, though warning in agility. Like so
many other vocations in Japan, wrestling
is followed as a means of livelihood by
father and son in the same family forgen-
erations, and it is probably owing to hered-
ity that these men are of heavier build and
greater stature than the ordinary Japanese.

They are not usually of prepossessing
appearance, as their expression is coarse
and sensual. They are great favorites with
the vulgar rid. "of sporting tastes, who
often give tine feasts and wine suppers in
their honor. By fast young men of good
family they are allowed a certain amount
of familiarity, just as jockeys aro in the
Western world. From their rsttrons wrest-
lers olten obtain handsome suns of money,
so that a famous aUileto may always feel
sure of a large income and a certain sort of
deference.

Wrestling as a fashionable amusement is
of great antiquity. There i-> an historical
record of a fatuous match that took place in
the beginning of the first century before
Chrht. in the reign of the Mikado Suinin,
when a noble called Tayma No Kebala, ex-
ulting in his great size and strength,
asked the Emperor to put his prowess to
test by proclaiming a challenge to all the
world—mean log Japan. A strong man from
the province^, Noml No Snlkune, wrestled
with Kehala and killed him with a kick in
the rib3. The Mikado pave Nbmi high rank
aud honors were showered upon him, but

his greatest claim to fain* In Western life
lies In the fact that it was he who first
fashioned clay figures and induced the im-
perial family to bury these with the dead
Mikado instead of living retainer?, as was
the ancient custom.

The Mlkados have always extended their
patronHge, and taken ereat interest in
wrestling, But In the ninth century there
occurred the most noted match, perhaps,
that has ever been recorded in the history
of the world, for the prize was no less than
the throne of Japan. The Mikado I>un-
toku had two dearly beloved sous, who each
aspired to the sovereignty, and the Emperor
could not decide to whom to leave it,
whether to Keroshito, the elder brother, or
Koretakit. the younger. Finally one son
came to him and proposed that the rival
claims should bn settled by a wrestliuj?
match. To this the other brother agreed,
and two famous wrestlers, named Natoia
and Goshihiro, became the respective cham-
pions of Korctaka and Koresbito. lioshiro
trained the victor)*, and Koreshlto was pro-
claimed Mikado, and reigned under the name
of Selwa.

Wrestling matches and religious ceremo-
nies would not seem to be very closely con-
nected, yet such Is the case in Japan. In
the eighth century, when Nara was the capi-
tal of tho land of the waving rice plains, the
Mikado bhomn Introduced wrestling
mutches as part of the religious ceremonies

of the harvost home or the "Autumn Festiv-
ity of the Five (trains," as it is called by
the natives. As this chanced to be a par-
ticularly fruitfulseason the custom was re-
tained as lucky, and is to-day one of the
most Important features of the festival.

Atthe time of Inauguration Stiomu caused
certain rules and regulations to be drawn
no and Kiyobashi proclaimed umpire of
Japan. The Mikado presented him also with
a fan bearing the words, "The I'rince of
Lions." Kiyobasbi divided all the
wrestlers Into those from the east and those
from the west. The western men wear in
their hnir the gourd tlower, which they
adopted as their emblem, and the eastern
wrestlers a hollyhock ;and these facts ac-
count for the passage to the wrestling booth
being called the Flowery lath. It wns
also decided that the floor of the booth
should be the shape of a single rice b,tJ\
but as large as lt> of the ordinary tort.

Allthe details retained yet wore arrau^ed
most exactly; over tbe stage is a light
wooden roof supported by four poles each
painted a different color, which, with the
bunches of paper fastened on them, n a • \u25a0

up the five colors to signify tho five grains,
ami the rice bale nrena is ringed in with
twisted straw. Fora short time Interest
flagged, for the civilwar turned the atten-
tion of the Emperor and his court to more
serious matters. When these hadcpase-1 and
peace been once more restored, Kiyobashi
was sought, but In vain—ho was no longer
living:. So Tyetsugu Yoihida. a pupil of
his, was made umpire instead and
given the fan with the title of
"Prince or Lions," and his imperial
Majesty decreed that his officialname should
be J)i-Kazt\ the "Rushing Wind." As Japan

suffers from terrible windstorms, the word
convey** to the native mmd an idea of irre-
sistible strength or force.

Fastened against one of the poles Is a bow
and arrow tied with the bowstring; these
are the prizes and at the end of the contest
the bow Isawarded to the first victor, the
nrrowtotho second and the string to the
third; with them the men co through a
variety of performances that are rendered
grotesque to the foreigner by their clumsy

movements. Inorder to thorough Impress

the minds of all tuat there could not be- two
styles of wrestling tho Emperor gave the
umpire "Rushing Wind" another fan bear-
ing the motto, "A single ilavor Is a beauti-
ful custom." , .,

The rules then drawn up prevail to this
day and enact that the.ie shall be 12 lift?, 12
throws, 12 twists and 1-' throws over tho
back, in all 48. All but these are counted
"fouls." Before beginning, the wrestlers
about to engage eat salt together in token
of friendly feeliug and then rinse out
the mouth with cle»r water. The most
curious of all is the custom of stamp-
ing the feet, clapping the hands
and slapping the limb*', sometimes turning

their backs to each other and sometimes to
the audience. These antics are a sort of
invocation to the god of the Irresistible
Strong Hands, and are in commemoration
of a very ancient legend. Inthe beginning
of the world Amaterasu, the sun goddess,
being offended, hid herself and left the
world in darkness, but the god of Great
Strength, stamping hi* feet and clapping
his hands, tore down the stone door
of her retreat and brought her forth
into the world again, so in imitation, aud
In the hope that the god may be auspicious,
the wrestlers still go through these gesticu-
lations. A3 the wrestlers approach the
booth they wear gorgeous cloths like long

aprons, with the professional name of the
wearer embroidered upon tho front.
When they are ready for the fray
this is dropped and they wear nothing
but lolu cloths. The grip of victory Is
•to catch an opponent by the loin-cloth be-
hind and then to draw him forward, Iis
head in chancery, and is simple enough. To
the unsophisticated the men seSni simply
to throw themselves upon each other and
push with might and main, so dead weight
counts for a good deal and agility Is of little
consequence.

"Driving Wind" was not only created
umpire himself, but the right was vested in
bis family, who hold it yet—an eminently
Japanese arrangement. Inaddition to the
npron, champion wrestlers wear a rope gir-
dle awarded oy the Driving Wind family,
who never permit more than three men in
one generation to wear the victorious token.
During the Tokugama dynasty these were
the only men allowed to wrestle be-
fore the Shogun. Wrestling ns part of
religious ceremonies is m>t general now,
but is -tillseen in Kioto, Kama Kura and
a few ether place?. Ever sine* the seven-
teenth century ithas been customary to get
up these matches for the benefit of temples.
The wrestlingground in Tokio is surrounded
by wooden sheds, something like our "grand
stand." These are divided into Malls, the
price varying with the location and ranging
from 10 cents to a dollar. About 8 or 9
o'clock in the morning a drum is beaten
to announce to all that a match I*3 going to
take place. The umpire watches the men
about to wrestle as they move from one Bide

to the other of the stage, nnd when tie sees
thriii tßke breath t> tether he raises his
double-winded fan as a signal to bepin.

illythere are several faije starts, as
tho rules are so very exact that tbe slight-
est deviation 13 declared a "foul."

Ifthe contest is pretty even the specta-
tors become frantic with excitement and
often throw valuables— sashes, coats, etc.—
into the arena, to be afterward redeemed
Inmoney. Indeed, in the heat of enthusiasm
it is said that a man often snatches a neigh-
bor's coat and throws that as well as his
own. During the contest the umniro hovers
about closely watching each man, and at the
end of the bout raises his fan high in the air;
then the clamor for a few moments is deaf-
ening, each man shouting the name of his
choice at the top of his voice.

Noblemen often attach one or more of
these men to themselves and make them a
yearly allowance, and they take part in
funeral and wedding ceremonies, for which
they are handsomely paid. The Tokio
matches nr« usually held at the Temple of
Ekoio. In1888 Count Kuroda, then Prime
Minister, revived the interest and set the
fashion again of attending these matches,
and all Japan followed his example.

The game particularly under the patron-
ace of the imperial fHrnilyis a mild sort of
football, and the Government Gazette al-
ways announces the dates and results of
the matches. Itwas imported from China
about the latter half of the seventh
century, and, strange to say, during
the reign of a \u25a0 woman, the Em-
press Knkivoku. The Mikado Mommu,
who liv.d daring the eighth century, was
the first Emperor to take part personally in
the game, as did also the Mikado Toba and
a nobleman, Asuka Cuiujo. About this
time a football club was established at the
palace.

During the dark days of the Emperor's
court ihe noble family of Asuka became so
reduced that notwithstanding their high de-
cree they gave lessons in the art of football
and gladly received payment for the same.

Acrobats, tumblers and contortionists are
in high favor both in the city and country.
Tney act in the open street, and some of
their performances are wonderful. Tum-
blers may be recognized by the bright red
caps they wear, which are the badge of
their profession.
Iila really very difficult for a foreigner to

see much of them, for as yet Westerners
are more or less of a novelty;and though I
tried over and over again to see them, they
invariably rose to their feet to stare and I
usually found that instead of their being
the "dhow,"Iwas occupying that rather un-
desirable position.
1have been gravely assured by different

Japanese that these boy* had all the bones
taken out of their bodies, leaving them in
a sort of j«!iy-ti-.h state!

Helen E. GEEGoirr-yLESiiER.

Tou»; Acrobats.

A Boy Wreit'.er.

A Wrestling-match.

A Professional Wrestler.

THE QUEENS MESSENGER.
An AiJiunSnit Blunder Made by a Tele-

graph (i|ii*rHl(ir.
Quarterly Keviow.

When a messenger returns to London from
foreign service he is placed at the bottom of
the list lithome available forduty, and many
thus reckon perhaps a fortnight clear at his
disposal. It is not well, however, to count
on any precise period of leisure with too
much certainty, as is shown by the follow-
ing veracious tale, which has been repeated
many a time and often in Downing street.

Captain A., haviug just returned from St.
Petersburg, tan his name well placed at
the bottom of a poodly list of names ready
forduty, and judged it expedient to spend
his anticipated fortnight in the sunny
south of France. About a week after his
arrival at Monte Carlo he was startled and
annoyed by the receipt of the following
strange and apparently impertinent tele-
gram:

Chief Clerk, Foreign Office, to Captain A.:
You are fast and dirty, lteturn at once.

Having puzz'ed awhile over this fnigmn,
itoccurred to him that, whatever uiijjlube
the explaaaUon of the first sentence, the
last whs au order which his sense of duty
compelled him to obey, iio accordingly
packed up his traps and returned forthwith,

to find oa his arrival at It.nvnitig street that
the telegram, ns originally dispatched, ran
as follows:

"You are first on duty, lltturn :U or.cc."

Six thousand Chinese coins g> to make
our Enclisti snverimi.
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MISCELLANEOUS.

DOCTOR SWEANY,
737 Market Street,

OPPOSITE EXAMINER OFFICE,

SAN FKANCISCO. ( VL.,

Formerly of Philadelphia, Pa., but now so welland
favorably known by Lla Ion? residence ami suc-
cessful practice on Uie Pacific Coast. guirantot'S a
prompt and perfect cure of every c»sa ho under-
takes.

VnilrJfi MPN Ifyou naTo nUht •minions. ex-lUUifUmtn hauitlnjt drains, pimples, basli ful-ness, aversion to society, a hard, stupl I,gloomy
feelingand falling of memory, eourutloa of Ideas,
loss of ambition, etc., absolutely unfitting you for
Study, business or pleasure, If you are thus
afflicted you know tiie c«use. Oat cured aud i>» a
man.
MinniF QKFn MPM There »ro thouwnnjor
mIUULt-HbtU ffltn you suffering from weak
backs, aching kidueys. frequent urination ami sedi-
ment In urine, often accompanied by loai of vUor
and sexual power and Impairment of general

health. Many die of this difficulty, ignorant or ih»
cause, which is tho second stage of seminal weaw<
ness, before it is »verlastlnz;y too late consult
Dr. Sweany, who thoroughly understands your
trouble »nil can treat itwith unfailing success.
npiWflTC dls'asf*. gleet, gonorrhea, stricture,
rnilnIC syphilis, byt'rocele, varicoceie, ten ier.
ness, swellings, weaknr.m of organs, piles and fis-
tula. Rupture quicklycured without pain or deten.
tlon from business. - • •'.::

PATAP3II throat, lung, er.heart. bowel, blad-
VHIHtinfi der, kidney, urinary, and ailconstlui.
tlonal and Internal troubles treated far la advance
of any other institution of the West.

pi finn awn QIMM leases, •ore spots, plm-
DLUUU AilUoMf*pies, scrofula. tumors,
syphilitic taints, rheumatism, eruptions, etc..
promptly cured, leavlug the system Ina pure strong
and healthful state.

iItniCQ Ifyouare suffering from persistent heid-
LHUICO achfs, painful menstruation, leueorrhea
or whites, intolerable itcTilnz. displacement of the
woiao, or any other distressing aliment particular
to your sex, you should call on DR. NWEANT with-
out delay, lie cures whea others fail.

iimiTrYour troubles fnllyand frankly and eff^c-
liHIIC tlve treatmu t willbe sent you. free from
observation, to any part of the country. Thousands
cured at home. Inclose 10 cents In stamps for book
on sexu*i secrets. Ail communications sacredly
confidential. Okkick hocks. 9 to 12 a. m. an.li

to 5 and 7 to 8 p. m.; Sundays. 10 to Via. M. only.
Address

F. I. SVVKANY,M.T>.,
alO tf So 737 Market St. San Francisco. Cat.

We think we value health ;
but are all the time making
sacrifices, not for it, but of it,
We do to-day what we must

or like; we do what is good
for vs

—
when we have to.

We could live in fullhealth,

do more work, have more
pleasure, amount to more, by-
being a littlecareful.

Careful livingis the thing
to put first; let us send you
a book on it; free.

Scott &Bowne, Chemists, 133 South sth Avenue,
New York.

Yot'.r druggist keeps Scott's Emulsion of cod-liver
oil

—
all druggists everywhere do. $1.
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FAT FOLKS REDUCED
BY

DR. SNYDER,
The Successful Obesity Specialist

Mrs. Etta Mullican,before and after treatment by
Dr.Snyder.

Testimonial ofEditor G. F. Bone, Rice Lake,Wis
"As Is well known to a large number of our

friends, we have been under tbe treatment of Dr.
O. W. Jr. bnyder, the celebrated specialist or Chi-
cago, since trie 13th of January, 181)2, for obesity,
with very gratifying results, as the following state-
ment of weight ami measurements before aud after
60 days' treatment willshow:

IJefore. After. Loss.
Weight..34s p0und5...279 pounds. .66 pounds
lmst 53Vb inches

—
44 Inches. ..111 :, Inches

Waist 60t-2 inches.... 45 inches ..15 Va inches
Hips 6tf inch**.... 46 Inches.. .2o inches

"Allthe tine wo have attended t. our regular
business, suffered no Inconvenience whatever, and
have been improvingevery day. Wa would advise
allafflicted with obesity to write to Dr. Sir. ler.
We willba pleasea to answer ailletters of inquiry
where stamp is inclosed.'"— Kice Lake ,Wis. Times,
April1, l-yj. ;:>\u25a0 ;v

PATIENTS TREATED BY MAIL.Noitarvir.ir, no inconvenience, harm loss and no bad
effects. Strictly confidential. For circulars aud tes-
timonials address with6c. in stamps,

DR. O. W. F.SNYDER.
McVicker's Theatre Bldg.,Chicago, HI.

my23 tf Su

i^.PALO ALTO

cohditio.l Vv'RvlUC \,]\
powders, V

'-
ffimfriend, \'Jn

HOOF OIL, W " '^t«f/yLINIMENT V\M,^p2c£i-^' X^W (tf
OISTMENT. \ lift FILL MY WilW

&RujeffmPain 1 h\'WANTS. !\lv\vIft\riIo. VVy j\
Ei» book on ,I'Kj\*' ">\u25a0 V \«I ,

Veterinary, Feed- ,l.'\u25a0. V» Ifl V|'
Ing and tralnlug^.]jj.|- -^f*jv" I? IImet«>»chtscrth«rs*"i'f /

*
JiXT**-*rfE3JS^s^fe» £3$

to treat me right. £ \u25a0 -\u25a0"
- c3^ Aijr/

McCUE MEDICINE COMPANY. 23 Market St.
mylsSuTuThtfm

fyEs32 r

<**'r*yi ESSvI ER33T2 E2iL-Ct j

g£\£, M Atwo cent stamp
X

'"' bring \oti.m

I^aSa /«!* sealed

the Irving
* * V^^^a^ $le °f th( lr"n9mJ^S^-^^'^V' Specifics fcr Lost%

9*ts3L3lJK2&l2*Us Manhood. Failing**
VigorandNervous Debility. AIsosealed^
book ofstartling facts and truths. Theya
only certain Specifc for PrematureM

\u25a0 Decay. Cure guaranteed.
™

CONSULTATION FREE. Daily. 9A.M. to m
6 P.M. Sunday, 10 A. M. to 1 P.M. R

IRVING HOMEOPATHIC INSTITUTE.^
:| 86 Fifth Avenue. New York City.
«w*X7ll am rwmr »«ota .am

mrl3 lySnTnTh *

fCURE FITS!
W*hcn Inay cur«Iii.)not mean merely to stop them

fora lima and tiinnhave them return again. 1mean a
radical cure. Ihare made the disease of FITS, BPI
JLEPSY orFALLINGBIOKNSBBa life-long «tady. 1
warrant my remedy to cure the worst cues. BecaaM
others have failf<lis boreason fornot now receiving a
cure. Send at once fora treatise and a-Free Bott!oof
myinfallibleremedy. Give Express and Poet Office.
11. G. HOOT. BLC. 183 Pearl St.. N. Y.

<Ic6 6m Su

[WEM]CUR^EUR?DnS!ENI
_.c?*

'
ot811 diseases of men such as StnouiIlrt.inst. 1k»s» of Vigor. lupotrnro, Lark

"S& '»^v«-lopn»«»iit. Siii»tur«>. Kidney and
Bladder Ulllicaltle*, Variroo<>l<>. etc. Fro*
lilnstratiTe Treatise plvinfr full particulars for •

I*™"'"""*""
1
"
1

*
1

*
11

*
11

*****

11^ home treatment sent P™^""""™
mAUCITHEMARSTONCO.|OInUSiU|

aeia eoa*Wy 6m

m^w These tin/Capsules arc superior
K\ to Balsam "of d Copaiba, /^S
I-AiCubeb3 and Injections. wflffl}
fi^J 1They rumin48 hours the \^_y

B*^^ saiuo diseases "without anyincon-
I SOLD BYAUDRUGGISTS

STJACOBS O||
TRADE MARK^

Cubes Promptly Um&BUlinit
RHEUMATISM,

Lumbago, Headache, Toothache,
NEURALGIA,

Sore Throat, Swellings, Frost-bites,
SCIATICA,

Sprains, Bruises, Unrns, Scalds.
THE CHARLES A. VOGELKR CO.. Baltimore. Hi.

Waves Mouutnln High
or somewhat loss— threaten, during • storm, to en-
gulf the venturous voyager on the tempestuous
Atlantic. Sometimes be In torn with deep despair
at such a juncture, sometimes ha h rather glad or
It. The latter condition of uilud obtains when he
Is seasick. The diabolical qualms, which he has
undergone, and which are now aggravated teu fold
by the pitching or the ship, render him ina meas-
ure indifferent to his fate. ThU picture Isscarcely
exaggerated, as ijeopie who have been violently
seasick willassure. Travelers and tourlsU bysea
and land should always be provided withHostettcr's
Stomach Bitters as a means of counteracting sea-
sickness and the nervous disturbance or stomachic

trouble begotten of uncomfortable transit by land
or water, or unwholesome food hastily swallowed
at railway stadons. Emigrants snould supply them-
selves withHostetter's Stomach Hitters as a family
safeguard against malaria, *tuiuacli. liver and
bowel eoraplaiuts, kidney trouble and rheums-
tlsiu. \u25a0 m


