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HOMESPUN LINEN.

The High Estimation in Which It Is
Held In Europe.
Correspoudence Garden and Forest,

Itis almost with a feeling of veneration
that I now spread my homespun table-cloths
to serve for dinner, says a writer in Garden
and Forest. They are the last of a trunkful
of linen brought over the Atlantic thiriy
vears age. Throughout this long period
they have been in constant use, but now,
unless supplemented by newer fabries, the
end is at band. For more than filty years
the hands that so willingly spun and wove
these threads for others’ use have been
resting in the grave—hence the sacredness
which attaches to these relics of a former

generation,

In the German household the love of
linen is a passion. During the French wars
under Napsleon, when from every town and
hawlet the terror-stricken people fled be-
fore the approaching arw.iss, before all else
they sought to save their many cheats of
homespun lineny and, when peace returned,
what had escaped the argus-eyed enemy
was tenfold more precious because of the
horrors witnessed and the dreadful pangs
endured. And even to-day the German
woman vrizes far above rubies the piece of
suowy linen, the labor of many bhappy
Lours,

Here in this country the use and sale of
imported linens assumes yearly larger
dimensions. The people are learning to
realize its value and comfort as an article of
wearing apparel., The Southern product—
the cheaper cotton—supplies the world’s
demand. Why may pot the North add to its
resources by reviving this old and impotant
industry, and raise at least sufficientflax for
home consumption? The women, too,
would galn by its revival. lostead of spend.

ing time and strength apon the
almost worthless trash called bric-
a-brac, which cumbers rather than
adorns their homes, they might again

possess their stores of home-made linen,
which far surpasses in value and durability
the best product ot the machine. We live
only for a day. Why may we notgo more
slowly and eévolve a truer prosperity, with
its resuiting travquillity ?

In Eurovean countries, when at certain
geasons the traveler turns his eyes over the
Jandscape, he sees dotted here and there
fields of DLiossoming blue, which ripple in
the summer sunshine like the waves of the
sea. ‘1'here are acres of biossoming flax,
sowed and cared for with surprising in-
terest by the members of the houselold to
w B 1 belongs.

“ll,)':?l:g a luo‘tlma of observation one sees
many changes in the customs and seuti-
ments ol people and nations. As in Bible
days, there is a time for everything. ‘The
coming World’s Fair wili offer & grand ov-

portunity to show what feminine hands
abroad are doing in the seclusion of the
home, from the Hungar:an peasant woman's
world-famed ewmbroideries of homespun
linen to the lace-like products ot the hand
and loom of working and gentle woman.
The number and wvariety of fabries pro-
duced from this little slender-stemmed
plant, in itself so insignificant, are so enor-
mous that it may be worth while to con-
sider its reintroduction inte our own
country.

A STORY OF CHESTNUTS.

Great Fun During the Autumn Month
in Peunsylvania.
Beranton (Pa.) Corr, New York Sun.

In the western part of this county and
all through the adjoining county of Susque-
banna an immense crep of chestnuts is be-
ing gathered. 1t is the largest crop, the
country people say, that there has been in
elghteen years. All the nuts are plump
and sound. The frosts of last week opened
the burrs, and chestnutting parties of
both sexes hLave enjoyed life in the woods
and fields and gathered bushels and bushels
of the popular nuts during these golden
October days. The owners of trees in the
clearings charge a party of city nymphs
and swains a certain amount for all
the nuts there are on a tree, and after a
bargain has been made the young men
shake the limbs until not a nut remains,
the girls pick them up, and lots nf
fun and jollification follows. The parties
take lunehes for an all-day outing, feed for
ihe horses, cups to dip spring water with,
and boltles that contain something good,
and many a lively pienic have they heid in
the chiestuut groves during the past week.
The girls gather handsome forest leaves,
evergreens, and bright red mountain ash
berries to take home, ana their escorts load
the carriages with acurus and pine cones,

The conductors en a litt)e railroad that
runs from the main line of the Delaware,

sackawanng and Western to the beautiful
mountain village of Montrose have won the
friendship of all the chestnut gatherers who
go into that region by rail. They let off
parties al any p.int between stations, and
the engineers stop whenever they give the
signal that they want to be taken on, The
conductors and engineers get all the chest-
nuts they can eat without having to pick or
buy them, and they make the schedule time
just the same as thouch they were eross and
unaccommodating and swopped ouly at the
stations.

The maidservants’ vacation has become a
common enough thing of late years, es-
pecially amoug colored servants, who, with
the easy irresponsibility and indolent phi-
losophy of their race, not unfrequently quit
work when they have saved a few dollars,
;n'd e;m 2 month’s idleness among their

riends,

DUBLANE CATHEDRAL.

It Has Been Restored to Its Former
Grandeur and Beauty.
London Dally Grapkle.

The work of restoring Dublane Cathedral
to its former grandenr and beauty Nas at
length been accomplished, and las. week
the memorial stone was laid with Masonic
honors in the presence of a dislinguished
assembly. This ancient cathedral was
founded by King David I in 1140. It was
added to and partly restored by Bishop
Clement in 1240, and at a later date, during
the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, bean-
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how this splendid edifice became a partial
ruin, but the facl remains that by far the
most striking portion of it, the nave (130
feet long) and the western entrance, with
its famous “bayleaf’”” windows above, were
greatly aam and defaced,

Ruskin, in bis lectures on “Architecture
and Paloting,” writes: “He was no com-
mon man who designed the Cathedral of
Dunbiane. 1 know nothing so perfect in
its simplicity and =0 beautifu), as far as it
reaches, in all the Gothic with which [ am
acqualnted, And just in proportion to his
power of mind that man was content to
O DaLting Tovans ey s 804 leaiead

rmal, dry truth, as everybod
else did at the time, he went dwn.a n‘

woody bank of the sweet ri
rocks on which he was M&w:p“:

few of the fallen leaves that lay by it, and
set them on his arch side by side for ever.”
To the north of the choir is the Chapter
House and the tower, which has five stories
surmounted by turrets and a small spire.
Since the Reformation the choir has been
used as the parish chureh, and in 1872 was
reseated and restored by Sir J. Gilbert Scott.
Twenty vears later Dr. Rowlans Anderson
undertook to restore the rest of the eathed-
ral, assisted by the generous contributions
of the county families and many others, an
erample that may well be followed in the
future. The inhabitants of Dublane will
have the eatisfactlon of seeing their mag-
nificent cathedral opened for divine service
;:tho end of the present month of Septem-
r.

DUNBLANE IOATHIDBAL (RESTORED).

tified and greatly embellishea by Bishop
Chisholm. During the tumultuous times of
the Reformation there Is little record of

A Sensible Suggestion,
Saturday Review.

Social conventions are the result of the
opinions of people living a long time agn,
who succerded in persuading other people
that their views were sound and their prac-
tices sensible, It does not follow thata
man was a fool because he lived a long time
ago, 1f Mr. Bjornson and Dr. Jbsen and
ihe rest could grasp the truth of this simple
proposition, it would do them, as the poet
said, “an infernal heap of good.” And it
they would write stories without trying to
teach anything in particular, and would
essay the not impossible task of making
theimn ipteresting without makiog them In-
decent, their stories would be much better
worth reading.

A postal service on alimited scale was
first established in the United S
September 22, 1779, -

ELECTRIC TORPEDO-BOATS.

Success Iin the Next War Will Largely
Depond on Thelr Use.
Pail Mall Gazette.

The torpedo-boat is one of the weapous
upon which we are to rely in the next great
paval war, and men-of-war are provided
with second-class torpedo-boats, which are
0o be hoistel out and detached when
occasion arises, It is obvicus that one

of the great requirements for boats
puilt for this serviece 1Is that they
should always be ready for work.

With a steam launch some delay must be
incurred in raising full pressure of steam,
even if the launch boiler be fed with live
steam from the main boilers. The electrie
torpedo - boat can be charged from the
dypamo, which is now a necessary part ot
every steamship’s outfit, during times when
there is slackness in the demand for steam
and when few lamps are switehed on.

The cost of charging is therefore reduced
to a minimum, but this recommendation is
one of the least importent, because in esti-
mates lor WAr purposes economy is a very
secondary eonsideration. The great recom-
mendation is that she is always ready.
Once charged she remains on duty, and
when the call comes she has to be put afioat
and the starting lever put over. She
is thus enabled to go full speed ahead
on touching the water, and this is a
very great consideration. ‘T'he difficulty at
present in the way is that of speed. The
data available to the public respecting small
steam vessels Is very meager, e can
easily find out particulars of the engines,
consumption and bunker capacity of ocean
steamships, although sometimes the tignres
are more approximative; but the buiiders
of little boats keep the particularsof weight
of machinery and amouat of consumption of
coal very much to themselves. Then, too,
the electric launches hitaerto built bave not
gone in for great speed.

These buiit for ‘iIhames pleasure pur-
poces, for example, are very much limited
in speed by the ruvles of the Thames Ccn-
servarcy, and the builders of craft for this
traffic are therefore obliged to find an out-
let for their ingenuity by trying to decrease
the weight of their machinery and in-
ereasing the length of time during which
a vessel mey run before her chargoe is ex-
haused. ‘I'nus at present we cannot pre-
tend to give any accurate detaiis regard-
ing the weight of ecleciric machinery
required to drive a second-class torpedo-
boat at the speed where her steam engines
now take her. This, however, seems cer-
tain, she could be driven at her present
speed in the present state of electrical
science, though her endurance would be less
with electricity than with steam. This s,

of couree, a disadvantage, but it must be re-
membered that in an attack by a boat of

this kind, detached from a man-of-war, the
time during which she would be required to
be under way would be very short.

The attack wounld probably cousistof a
rush forward and a rapid retreat to the
shelter of her convoy. Against this disad-
vantage must be placed the constant readi-
ness to which we have already alluded, and
also another advantage, which is of
scarcely less importance, viz., the absence
of smoke and glare, During the recent
naval mapeuvers it was 3 constant
complaint that when pressed to full
speed a flame appeared above the funnels
of the torpedo boats in spite of all efforts to

revent it, and that this, of course, gave

atal indication of their whereabouts. The
whole value of an attack could be lost if
such a warning were given in actual war-
fare, and the electric launeh could give no
such sign. The Liverpool Journal of Com-
merce understands that data as to the en-
durance of electrically propelled torpedo-
boats will soon be available.

A KENTUCKY FEUD.

Brief Story of the Eversole Trouble in
Perry County.
8t, Louis Globe-Democrat,

The latest and most famous of all the Ken-
tucky feuds was that of Perry County. Old
Joe Eversole, merchant and lawyer, was the
boss of Perry County up to1886. The Ever-
sole family held ali the offices and all the
trade worth having, and when young B. F.
French came over from Breathitt in 1886,
apd from teaching school began to set him-
self up asa business and political rivalof the
Eversoles, that haughty clan resented his
impertinence in the usual mountain fashion,
But French had brains and money on his
side. A lucky deal as agent for a mineral-
land syndicate made him a wealthy man for
the mountains, and he mada up for his
want of blood relatives by hiring assassins
at §150 a day and suppiying them with
Winchesters. Oid Joe Eversole was killed,
and nearly thirty olher members of the
gang went down before the superior gen-
eralship of the French faction. The Ever-
soles bad been all scattered or exterminated
when the State took a hand. A Grand
Jury, guarded by troops, found nearly 400
indietments against members of the fac-
tions, and the troops helped to make the
arrests, The whole gang was taken to
Winchester for trial, and the cases have
been dragging along there for several years,
with no convictions. French himself, under
several indictwnents, has taken up his
residence at Winchester to practice law.
There is little chance of convicting him for
any of the erimies committed by his gang.
There is still bad blood between the sur-
vivors, but they are cowed at last by the
grasp of the law.

Gatling guns are now fired by electricity.

HUMMING BIRDS,

Some Curious Facts About These Minia-
ture Denizens of the Alr.
St. Louis Post.Dispatch.

The Smithsonian Institution at Washing-
ton has just issued a monograph about hum-
ming birds. One reason why these daintiest
of feathered creaturesare interesting is that
they were unknown to the white man until
Columbus diseovered the new world, their
range being confined to the continent of
America, Itis notthe naturalist alone whe
has found them worthy of attention. The
demand for them is great for ornamental
purposes. Dealers, mostly Frenchmen and
Belgians, have established themseives in
many cities of South America for the sole ob-
ject of buyinglnd axporting humming birds.

‘romgSanta Fe de Bogota alome many thon-
sands of skins are annually sent to London
and Paris. The Indians rapidly learn the
art of skinning and preserving, and because
of the exceptional profits to be got by this
industry, they often traverse great distance
to precure the birds. Residents of many
parts of Brazil employ their slaves in col-
lecting and preparing them for European
markets, and great numbers are shipped
from Rio de Janeiro, Bahia and Pernam-
buco. Inmates of the convents are supplied
with many of the mostriculy colored species
for the manufacture of artificial feather-
flowers. Myriads of hummers are also used
by the natives of Mexico in making the
wonderful feather-pictures for which the
descendants of the Aztecs are famous,
lumes of different colors being employed
o place of pigments.

Although the commercial demand for
humming birds has been the cause of their
wholesale destruetion, it has enabled natu-
ralists to become belter acquainted with
them, the vast number of specimens cone
tained in miliners’ and taxidermists’ stocks
frequently yielding species which otherwise
would have been likely to remain unknown
to science. As to the methods by which
collectors procure them many absurd no-
tions are current. It is commonly said that
they are shot with water or with sand. As
a matter of faet, lead shot of the numbers
ten and eleven are employed. But by far
the most effective weapon is the reed blow-
pipe, which the Scuth American Indians
use with perfect certainty of aim, littie
balls of clay being projected by the
breath. In Brazil very fine neis aie
utilized to capture the biras, and some-
times they are taken by meauns of
bird-lime, which is apt to damage the
plumage. Owing to the reckless slaughter
of these little victims for ornamental pur-
poses, certain species are already on the
verge of extinction. This does not seem
surprising when one learns that 30,000 skins
of the ruby-and-topaz humming-bird alone

were shipped not long ago from a Brazilian

port in a single comsignment, while at a
public sale of bird skins held in Londen,
March 21, 1888, more than 12,000 humming-
bird skins were disposed of. And in one
week during the same year there were sold
at auction in London more than 400.000
humming-birds and other birds from North
and South Ameriea.

The humming birds constitute the most
remarkable feature of the bird-life of the
New World. They have no representativ- s
in any other part of the earth. About 300
distinet speecies are now known,while others
are being brought to life with almost every
fresh collection made in Mexieo, Central
America or the higher lands of South
Ameriea.

A Suspicion Dispelled.

Prunella’s mother — Prunella, that Mr,
Madison is becoming much too familiar
with you. I believe I heard him ask you to
go ariving with him.

Prunella — Oh, no, mamma! Hes was
marelv proposing to me—nothing more.—
New York Herald.
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