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HOUSE-CLEANING SALE

OF
HOUSE-CLEANIN

l\" THE JUVENILE DEPARTMENT WE FIND
about 300 FIVE DOLLAR SUITS, for Boys be-
tween the ages of 4 and 14, four and five of a

pattern. The colorings are choice, and if you
find the boy's size, vou'll
get a big bargain. WE'RE

GOING TO CLEAN "EN OUT

: $2.20
HOUSE-CLEANING SALE

\‘/E FIND ABOUT 175 ODDS AND ENDS IN
THREE AND A HALF JUVENILE SUITS,
in tasty patterns, for boys
between the ages of 4 and 14.
To close "em out we offer 'em
to yvou at

HOUSE-CLEANING S

v/ /7 P

\VE FIND IN OUR NECKWEAR DEPART-
MENT about 1570 dozen SCARFS, in Pufis,
Knots and Four-in-Hands, in 75¢ goods, in odds

and ends, but in very hand- EACH.

some colorings. We'll clean 3 of
'EM OUT TO~- MORROW 'Em for
at $1.00.

HOUSE-CLEANING SALE
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WE FIND IN OUR GENTLETMEN'S TROUSER
DEPARTMENT something like 360 pairs of
$6, $5.50 and $5
pattern, and the patterns are
all choice too and they fit like
a glove. We propose to clean
'em out to-morrow at........

Trousers, 3 and 4 pair of a

$2.95

T e S W a3 (5

-A-P-H-A-E-L’S,

YOUR OWN SAN FRANCISCO BOYS,

. ¢

[lost every lady knows what
it is to go house=cleaning. Itis
usually done once or twice a
year. That’s the time when the
poor domestic gets Hail Colum-=
bia for any accumulation--poor
girl, many a time she gets it
undeservedly.

Now then, we're going house-
cleaning. That is, we have had
a very successful sale, and be-
fore we begin our Spring season
we desire to clean out all

ODDS AND ENDS

That have remained over from
a season’s continued successes.
Wherever we find three or four
of a kind, or a few dozen here
and a few dozen there, we'’re
going to

CLEAN ’EM OUT!

You are all aware that we
carry only the very highest
grade goods, and we propose to
let you have these goods at
prices that mean business, that
mean to rid us of them and at
the same time give you such
values that will keep us con-
stantly in your memory.

The people on the entire coast
know, and it has traveled even
beyond the Rockies, that the
only house that does exactly as
it advertises,

THE ONLY HOUSE THAT
SELLS PERFECT GOODS

AT LOWER PRICES

THAN ANY OTHER HOUSE ON

THE COAST, 1S THE POP-
ULAR HOUSE OF

HOUSE-CLEANING SALE

WE FIND IN QOING THROUGH OUR FINE M

SUIT ROOMN, which is situated in the New
Annex, that we have accumulated something
like three hundred odd Suits. Some of 'em are
$30.00 Suits and some are $32.50 Suits, three

and four of a kind, all choice patterns, but 8

there’s only a few of 'em
left. You can have your
pick of any of 'em to-mor~
row at....

$10.85/

HOUSE-CLEANING SALE !

WE FIND OUR $27.50 LINE OF GENTLE-

MEN'S READY-TO-WEAR TAILOR-TIADE
SUITS in a similar condition.
mind, this is an offer of our finest
intend to clean 'em off our tables i
will accomplishi it. Your
pick of any of the above-
named Suits, in Sacks and
Cutaways, at....

Kindly bear in |3
oods, and we [}
a low price §

$17.05}

HOUSE=-CLEANING SALE§

o i e

UR OVERCOAT DEPARTMENT WILL ALSO
be cleaned out of its odds and ends. We find
in this department something Jike 350 GENTLE-
MEN’'S RICHLY TA!LORED OVERCOATS, rep-

resenting values from $13.50 to $18.00, which
we're going to offer on NMIONDAY MORNING g

at b ol

THEY'RE STYLISH GAR-
MENTS and come in Stylish
Shades.

$8.35

HOUSE-CLEANING SALE§

WE FIND IN OUR GENTLEMEN'S HOSIERY

DEPARTMENT something like 220 dozen
ALL-WOOIL. CASHMERE HOSE—sizes broken,
so is the price. They're r Pair.

50c goods. We're going $1.00
to clean’em off our shelves 2 OC p&r) Half
zen.

to-morrow at........

B acinass asasrssmmr e

Whose Only Thoughts are for the Public Good and to Merit Your Friendship and Tfade,‘

9,

11, 13 and 15 Kearny Street,

Occupying Two Entire Buiidings of Eight Floors, Built to Its Present agnitude
by the People, and the People’s Interest is Our Continual Study.
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AN INDIAN MOUND.

Wonderful Discovery Made
in Washington.

THREE SKELETONS EXHUMED.

Relics From an Ancient Tomb to Be
Exhibited at the World’s Fair
in Chicago.

Correspondence of THe MORNING CALL,

Bixteen milles southwest of Colville, Ste-
vens County, Wash., stands a conical-shaped
mound of eartn which has been seen by
mwany prospectors and other wayfarers, but
as the minds of most of them have been
fixed solely on their own urgent business af-
fairs they have passed and repassed it for
years without taking any interest whatever
In the curious pile. 1saw it for the first
time ten days ago and at once decided to
make an investigation.

The mound is situated in a smalil and per-
fectly level plain between a series of low,
rolling hills, It rises to a height of thirty-
five feet and is turned at the top like the
small end of an egg. Itis seventy-six feet
in ecircumference at the base, and slopes
gradually inward to the apex. The meate-
rial of which it is constructed .is a mixture
of hard iron clay, adobe and shale. Itseems
very strange to me that altbough its exist-
ence has been known to scores of people for
mAany years no one has hitherto taken the
trouble to investigate its interior, It may
be that those who have seen it and passed
it by have thought it to be a mere freak of
nature, turned into shave by the whirling
eddy of some bygone flood, but to me it
showed plainly the handiwork of mau, and
for this reason 1 determined to vioiate the
sanctity of its silence.

I obtained picks, shovels, a crowbar,
drills ana some cartridges from Douglas
Blount, a prospector who lives in a rough
log cabin, about four miles frem the mound.
I also secured the services of two half-
civilized Siwash bucks, and on the following
day we set to work on the eastside of the
pile. At first the Indians were slightly af-
iected by a superstitious fear; but as the
work progressed they began to share my
enthusiasm and eagerness to reach the in-
terior.

JAfter we had worked our way about four
feet into the mound, making an excavation
four feet by six teet high, we found the wall
s0 hard that it was necessary to put ina
blast. The charge was set, and three of us
retreated to a sate distance to waltch the re-
sult. Bang! went the blast, and fully one-
third of the mound’s wall was blown to
fragments.

The work of clearing away the debris
consumed several hours, but when it was
doue 1 was well repaid for my labor and
expense., The aperture diselosed a circular
shaped chamber, the walls of which were
smooth as glass and decorated with eurious
figures in vermillion red. Three human
skeletons, vpartially covered with moldy
skins of buffalo and bear, leaned in a squat-
ting position against the wall ou the west
side, their faces turned to the east. The
flesh that once covered these grayish-white
bones had been long since turned to dust,
and the skins were so badly decaved that
the slightest touch caused them to break
into fragments, The skeleton in the ceuter
was by far the largest of the three, and by
cinse examination 1 cawme to the conclusion
that the trio must represent some great
Indian chief and his two squaws,

In front of the central figure stood a large
earthen urn, or rather a pot, which was
half-filled with gueer looking ornaments of
various colored stones and arrow-heads of
bronze. ‘There were also remains of three
long bows, a leathers quiver filled with
arrows and a narrow bladed tomahawk of
bronze,

When my two Indian assistants first be-
held the three skeletons they were stricken
with superstitious terror and ran several
hundred yards from the mound, wildly
waving their hands above their heads as
they went and uttering uniatelligible howls
of fear and lamentation. I followed and
finally induced them to stop their mad
flight, but they would under no condition
return to the mound. At last 1 persuaded
them to remain where they were while I re-
turned to the mound for the relics which I
had determined to cagry with me at any
cost. [ secureda the earthen pot, the stone
croaments, arrow-heads and arrows, and
these are now on their way to Chicago
where they can be seen in the Washingion
exhibit at the Columbian Exposition,

On closer examination of ¢he three
skeletons, with a view to their preserva-
tion, [ found that the bones were so badly
decayed they would not stand the pro-
cess of linking together. They crumbied
to dust and ashes at my touch as if they
had been calcined, and for that reason I
left them where I found them. I have
informed several scientists who bave made
these things astudy of my disco very, and I
expect that through their investigation and
examination of the mound, the skeletons
and the curious relics, some light will be
thrown on the antiguity aud history of thus
place of sepuleher.’ As forme, I am nota
theorist; 1 can only state the facts as I
have seen them, . A, Frissig,

Spokane, February 1.

SLEEP ETERNAL.
Louisa Freeland Ends Her Life With
Morphine.

Mrs. Louisa Freeland, an Eoglishwoman,
44 years of- age and a widow, was found
dead In her room at the Melville House on
Market street yesterday morningz. The
woman had taken morphine and had been
dead several hours when found.

Mrs. Freeland was formerly a hairdresser
in Alameda, and some months ago was taken
sericusly I1l. For a time she was treated at
her home, but being In reduced circum.
stances and unable to employ nurses, some
former customers of hers raised $200 by
subscription and sent her to the Fabiola
Hospital in Oakland. She remained there
several weeks and then came {o the
Woman's Hospital in this city. As her dis-
ease progressed the woman suffered attimes
from dementia and on several occasions
threatened to kill herself.

On Friday she told Dr. George H. Jenks
she was going to commit suicide, but he
talked to the woman and she promised not
to do anything rash. Yesterday morning
Dr. Jenks received a letter from Mrs. Free-
land which had been mailed on Friday
night, and in which she said she intended to
kill herself, telling him where to find her
body. He «t once went to the Melville.
House and found the woman had kept her
word. Sbe left a note, of which the follow-
Ing is & copy, in the room:

Whoever finds my body will they please have
the kindness to notify Dr. Jenks, whose eard s
here inclo<ed. He knows how much I have suf-
fered and will do all he can for me, Please do
not have me taken to the Morgue until he 1s noti.
fled. LOUISA FREELAND,

An inquest will be held to-day.

THE MESA MARICOPA.

Arizona’s (reat Orange District and
Its Big Canal.

B. Rogers, a resident of Mesa City, Arlz,
is at the Ameriean Exchange Hotel. He
feels highly elated over the prospects of the
Salt River Valley district. *“We bhave
a $100,000 hotel down there, which has just
been completed,” he said, **and a canal
which is taking twomillion gallons of water
per day from Salt River. Inside of five
years those table-lands will have over halt
a millfon orange trees in full bearing. It
is going to be the greatest orange country
on earth,

*The lands are known as the Mesa Mari-
copa and our town is only twenty miles
from Phenix. T believe the entire district
will be devoted to the cultivation of the
orange and the lemon, If Salt River does
not afford water enough we have the Gila
to fall back on.”

The gentleman says that business is
lively down there and he only comes up to
re%enlsh his stock of greceries and dry
goods.

The Veterans’ Home.

The Veterans’ Home Association met
yesterday afternoon. Only one of the mem-
bers of the auditing committee was present,
and for this reason thd bills of the month
were ordered latd over for one week.

The secretary was directed to communi-
cate with the commandant of the Soldiers’
Home at Santa Monica and ask if that insti-
tution could accommodate about fifty of the
members of the home at Yountville, as that
place I8 so crowded that thereis scarcely
room enough to place the beds under cover.

The following named were given forty-
elght hours to file applications for readmis-
sion to the home: -Charles R, Cross, M.
Billie, Andrew H. Fraser and John Mont-
gomery.

A New Sewerage Commission,

At a caucns of the Board of Supervisors
yesterday it was agreed to rescind, at the
regular meeting to-morrow nizht, the reso-
lution appointing Marsden Manson to suc-
ceed the Engineers Sewerage Commission
and substitute one appointing Manson at

! in actual service,

a salary of $300 and C. E. Grunsky at a
salary of $250 a month. Both engineers
have agreed to accept and to resume the
work under Messrs. Mendell, Davidson and
Seott as advisory engineers. The under-
taking, it is onderstood, is not to conflict
with the routine work of City Surveyor
Fitzhugh.

THE LEVINSON ESTATE.

Some Sharp Words Between Judge
Coffey and Crittenden Thornton.

The litigation over the Levnson eslate
had another unpleasant airing before Judgze
Coffey yesterday. Lawyer Horace Phil-
brook obtained an order from Judge Coffey
inchambers on Friday prohibiting Adminis-
trator Goodwin from paying out any money
belonging to the estate. Yesterday morn-
ing Lawyer Crittenden Thornton appeared
in court and informed the Judge that the
order had been made on false statements
and was without warrant of law. This
remark displeased Judge Coffey, where-
upon Mr. Thornton said that counsel and
court were on unequal terms. Judge Cof-
fey characterized this remark as insulting,
and replied that outside of the courtroom
counsel would not dare indulge in such a
remark, otherwise he would aiscover that
the terms between counsel and court were
very uneqgual.

Howard MeSherry of counsel for the
estate, suggested that everything would be
all rignt if Mr, Philbrook and Mr. Goodwin
in washiog their dirty linea In court did not
persist in drageing the names of other at-
torneys into the controversy.

On the witness-stand Mr. Goodwin made
the statement that Mr, Philbrook had
threatened him with somie very dire conse-
quences if he did not deed to him a quarter
interest in some land valued at about
$20,000, which he, as his attorney, had se-
cured possession of for him in a suit some
years ago.

Judge Coffey quoted the section of the
cede which made it imperative for him to
issue the order claimed by Mr. Thornton to
be void. After appointing Ira P. Rapkin
as special administrator of the estate, the
further hearing of the matter was post-
poned.

HE TOOK CHANCES.

A Desperate Prisoner Tries
to Escape.

He Is Followed by Deputy Sheriffs,
Fired at Three Times and
Recaptured.

Bang! bang!! bang!!!

Three pisto! shots fired in qulck succes-
slon echoed down Kearny street yesterday
afternoon about 1 o’clock and sent scores of
men and boys flving up the street toward
the hill that rises on Kearny street com-
mencing at Broadway. Half way up the
hill two men could be seen engaged in a
desperate struggle, but long before the fore-
most of the ecrowd had reached the scene a
third man joined the two on the hill and
then two of the men half carried and half
dragged the third one down the street and
around to the County Jail. As they
took the man along it was seen that
his face was covered with blood, and in-
stantly the cry went up, **They shot him;
they shot him!"”

When the van which carries the prisouers
to and from the County Jail to the Superior
Court reaclied the jail yesterday afternoon
there were sixteen nmien inside the wagon
who had been arralgned, the date set for
their trials and then returned to the County
Jail for safe-keeping until such time as
they shall be glveu a heariug.

Among the number was Edward Bou-
langer alias Bolange, who was recently
held to answer the charges of grand larceny
and burglary in the Police Courts. Boa-
langer has alwaye been looked upon as a
desperate criminal, and he looks like a man
who would not hesitate at anything, being
low-browed, with heavy, coarse features,
and he wears a sullen scowl cn his face at
all times.

He, with the others jn the van, was hand-
cuffed when they left the Superior Court,
but on the way down in some way DBou-
Ianger slipped the cuff, and when the door
of the van was cpened at the jail he darted
out and ran up Broadway with the speed
of a greyhound.

Bookkeeper Petersen was standing in the
jail door when Boulanger broke away, and
he immediately gave chase, Deputy Sheriff
Seekamp following close after him. The
fleelng thief turned into Kearny street and
started up the hill, ana then it was Petersen
begaun to realize he wasn’t sprinter enough
to overtake the fugitive, and pulling his
revolver began shooting into the sireet to
frighten the man. Boulanger dtdn’t [righten
worth a cent, but he did stumble and fell,
and then Petersen caught him, )

The fellow at cnece showed fight, and be-
inga vrowerful man Petersen concluded to
use the butt of bis pistol as a persuasive
argument for Boulanger to surrender. It
had the desired effect, and he was taken
back to jail with a scalp wound as a reward
for his rash attempt to regain his freedom.

GUSTAV'S BLACK  FRIDAY.

Got His Eyes Blackened for Three
Successive Weeks.

Gustav Olenbrook, the 225-pound politi-
tician of North Beach, has been in
no end of (trouble since the re-
cent election. He has been disappointed
in attaining a political position as yet, and
some of his friends have heard that he has
been saying bard words about them.
Three weeks ago last Friday John
Schnider, a North Beach grocer, punched
him severely on the strength of what he
had heard that Olenbreok had said@ about
him.

The following Friday John Muller of the
Mohawk Club, raised a contusion on his
right eye, and last Friday John F. Winters,
the recurring candidate for Supervisor of the
Second Ward, blackened both of the eyes of
Mr. Olenbrook, when they met near thedoor
of the Assessor’s cffice at the nuew City Hall.
Mr. Winters has a place on the corner of
Mason and Filbert streets.

It was too late yesterday afternocon for
the persecuted man to get warrants for the
arrest of the parties, hence he will have to
let it go until to-morrow.

Wintersdeclared that he wounld gladly pay
a good-sized fine for the pleasure he had In
smiting Gustav.

Licensed to Wed.

The County Clerk issued marriage licenses
to the following parties yesterday:

John Morgan and Kate Riordan, 2418,

Albert Kiug and Dora E. Dechent, 258--21,

Alexander J. Norll and Saiab E. Kenney, 31—

O

Thnomas Heftyeand Margareta Hensan,36—34,

Jean Errevard and Marte T. Ducusso, 27—19,

Tim Donovan and Havnah Reagan, 3024,

Charles G. ¥, Prlersen and Amanda M. Cas-
sen, 29— 25, &

Adolph I, Asplund and Nellle E. Gateley, 30—
21

John A. Lundstedt and Mary Jeanass, 24—28,

Thomas Beuly and Susan Fay, 3127,

Bel‘)l:xllld Clarriguiry and Alajandra Sarmlento,
29-28.

William Vinal and Ma1y Senhllling, 2224,

Jolin W, DIl and Miunle McLean, 2028,

A Flagrant Error in the Tax Rolls.

At the meeting of the Finance Committee
of the Board of Supervisors yesterday Ex-
pert Cyril Williams reported that in one
book of the tax rolls of 1892 he had found
an error in addition of $300,000 and in an-
other a like error of $2000. ‘T'he County
Clerk was authorized to employ eight
laborers in removing his records to his new
quarters. L. C. Bugbee suggested that two
Supervisors be appointed to oversee the ex-
penditure of $10,000 which will probably be
appropriated for the World’s Fair. The
suggestion was considered slightly prema-
ture, no such appropriation having yet been
made.

A New Pesthouse Site Proposed.

Supervisor Montgomery is opposed to
establishing the Pesthouse on the Aims-
house tract. Iis reasons are the high alti--
tude, the wosterly winds, and the fact that
it is a portion of the watershed of the
Spring Valley Comvpany. He believes that
amore suitable site can be found on the
southern bay shore. The matter of select-
ing a si1te has been referred to the Health
and Police Committees.

Social Notes.

The Polish Stanislaus Benevolent Society
will give an entertainmentin Teutonia Hall,
1322 Howard street, this evening.

Pacific Lodge No. 134, 1. O. S, B., will cel-
ebrate its secend anniversary with a grand
masquerade ball in Odd Fellows’ Hall this
evening.

In the American navy there are now but
| eleven of the old-fashioned wooden vessels
They are the Ranger,
Alert, Marion, Lancaster, Mohican, Yan-
tic, Thetis, Kearsarge, Alliance, Adams and
Essex. These will rapidly go out of com-
mission as new vessels are accepted.

-
TrERE is nothing which will so quiekly and effec.
tually remove the bad taste produced by smoking
or chewing tobacco as a plece of While's Yucatan

Gum,

HE IS COMING HOME

John Luning’s Adventures
in Foreign Lands.

HIS BROTHER-IN-LAW TALKS.

Why George Whittell Applied for Let=
ters of Guardianship—Sensational
Slanders Refuted.

John N. Luning, son of the late Nicholas
Luning, the millionaire, will soon be back
in his old home in San Franeisco.

George Whittell, president of the Luning
Company, who is also a brother-in-law of
John Luning, informed a CALL reporter
yesterday that he had been in telegraphic
communication with John every day since
the latter had left his yacht, the Alert, at
Nice, aud that he expects him to return to
this eity before the month is out.

“The family,” remarked Mr. Whittell,
“have been greatly annoyed by the publi-
city given Mr. Luning’s private affairs.
He is not hoiding any publie office, nor is he
running for any, and we cannot see how
his movements are of any interest to the
public. Luning does not care a snap what
the newspapers say about him. He is per-
fectly independent of their praise or their
censure and asks no odds he from them.
Neither do I. We pay no atteution to the
newspapers. But the ladies are very much
distressed over the sensation.”

The reporter asked Mr. Whittell whether
he had received any information to the
effect that his brother-in-law had lost his
reason,

*I have never believed for a moment that
John N. Luning was out of his head. He
was in perfect health when he Jeft New
York on his yachting trip, and the truth
about this whole business is that he was
broken up by his stormy voyage. The sea
did not agree with him, that’s all. We
know that he is not insane.”

“Did vou take no steps for his care or
protection when the reports of his helpless
condition reached you?” Mr. Whittell was
asked.

“I applied for letters of guardianship of
bis person and estate, but the application
has not yet been heard in court.”

“In that case, Mr. Whittell, you must
have had some reason to belicve that Mr.
Luning was an imcompetent person and in
need of a guardian. How do you reconcile
your action in applying for letters of guar-
dianship with your statement ‘that you
never believed your brother-in-law was out
of his head?”

*Onh, that's easy emough! You see, 1
wanted to get ahead of any other person
seeking to become his guardian by order of
court. I simply filed the application to shut
off some pretended friends of John N.
Luning in New York City. Idid not know
into whose hands he might fall. [ had
taken the advice of my attorneys on this
matter, and I found that the person first
applying for letters of guardianship would
be heard before any subiequent applicants.
It was doue simply to protect Mr. Luning.”

‘“Was this all that you did in"his behalf?”’

Mr. Whittell answered that he had cabled
to parties in Europe not to honor John
Luning’s checks or drafts, as John might
be in the hands of adventurers who might
induce him without consideration to part
with a great deal of money.

**You most certainly must have believed,
then, that your brother-in-law was not ia
his right mind and was therefore incom-
petent to attend to Lis own business af-
fairs?”

Mr. Whittell changed the drift of the
conversation back to the subject of his ap-
plication for letters of guardianship.

*“I filed the application in the Superior
Court of San Francisco for letters of guar-
dianship for Johm principally te avcid the
chances cof being blackmailed. You see
I had some experience in that line when my
brother-in-law, Cunningham, died. He was
of the firm of Cunningham, Curtiss &
Weleh, wnolesale stationers, Soon after
his death certain parties filed an application
to be made executors of his estate. These
people had been in no manner connected
with Cunningham during his lifetime. We
were astonished when we came to ask for
letters of administration to find them ahead
of us. They obstructed our legitimate pro-
ceedings and threatened to tie up the estate
in endless litigation. The long and short of
it was that we had to pay 83000 to make
those people elinquish their claims or pre-
tenges. ‘This time I thought in the case of
John Luning that I would be the first to file
an application for letters of guardianship.
You may say that I do not intend now to
press that application and at the proper
time will ask to have it dismissed.

“l believe Mr, Luning competent to man-
age his business affairs. He is 32 vears of
age and he is & good business man.  He has
cultivaied his mind and is not the reckless
sort of a man that the sensational newspa-
pers have represented him to be. Itis all
a lie about his running an elevator in New
York or anywhere else. He was never
neglected by his people, as reported by
those mendacious scandal-mongers. His
father allowed him $150 a week for his liv-
ing expenses, and this he aiways drew. So
{_ull see there is nothing In the story of
Nicholas Luning turning his son out to
starve.

“John was employed as a clerk by Wil-
liams, Dimond & Co. for five vears. His
father secured him a position there, with
the ultimate purpose of buying for his son
an interest in the business of that house.
John showed good business qnaliﬁcations
while he worked for that firm.”

In counclusion Mr, Whittell stated that ar-
rangements had been perfected in Paris and
New York for the protection of John N.
Luning from any harm which might befall
bim on account of Lis associations with
strangers to the family in San Franecisco.
An attorney in New York had been retained
to look after his interests upon his arrival
fjmm France, which will be within a few

ays.

THE RUSSIAN FAMINE.

Indications That It T\'ill Be Worse
This Year Than Ever Before.

New York Sun,

Advices received at St. Petersburg and
Odessa from many distriets of Russia indi-
cate that the famine will be worse this year
than it was last. As the winter advances
the sufferings from want and disease in the
famine-stricken districts are becoming inde-
scribable. A foreign Consul at Odessa,who
has visitéd some of these distriets, says *‘the
people are dying off like flies at theend of a
summer.”” The commercial outlook in
Southern Russia isdescribea as more dismal”
than ever known, ana the Government is
very uneasy over the threate ned bankruptey
of agreat man{}of the largest business
houses. Count Bobrinsky, marshal of the
Russian nobility, has written to St. Peters-
burg from Bogordisk, In the Government of
Tula, saying that the barvest last summer
was even worse than that of the previous
year. Rye failed to vield the cost of sowing,
and oats and hay failed entirely in mauy
parts. These causes completely ruined the
previous year, and this winter the outlook
is hopeless. *“We find ourselves,” he says,
*‘face to face with a bad harvestunder much
worse circumstances than last year.,” The
Government loans began in September, but
are utterly insufficient.

He concludes with this terrible picture of
the condition of affairs in the province:
‘““‘Apart from their need of daily bread fuel
is likewise required by the distressed popu-
lation. There is a dearth of straw, o}) coal
and of wood, and the shivering inmates
tear down the thatehed roof of their huts or
break up their carts and other useful do-
mestic appliances to provide fuel. To
erown all typhus and epidemics among
children are appearing. The scene pre-
sented on a walk through any part of the
distriet is ghastly in the extreme, heart-
rending spectacles wmeeting one at every
turn—cold, damp buts, with moldy walls,
snow falling through the apertures of the
roof (the thateh having been used as fuel),
the flooring coated with mud, while on the
top of the spacious stove lie huddled to-
gether five or six individuals in the parox-
ysms of typhus fever, unattended, and
without even bread and milk and several
months of winter weather still before us.”

APPALLING DEPTHS OF SPACE.

Stellar Distances That Stun the Mind
and Baffle Comprehension.
London Dally Telegraph.

Sir Robert Ball, at the Royal Institution
on Saturday afternoon, delivered the last
of his lectures on astronomy, He took for
his subject ““The Stars,” those orbs which
though appearing so small to us, because of
their immense distance, are, in reality, great
and shining suns, If, bhe said, we were to
escape from the earth into space, the moon,
Jupiter, Saturn, and eventually the sun
would become invisible; but, far a3 we are
from the stars, they still shins brightly to
us. Many of these stars are heavier than
our sun, For example, Mizar, the middle
star in the tail of the Great Bear, is forty
times as heavy as the sun. To the naked
eye there are fiveor six thousand of these
heavenly bodies visible. In all probability

there are worlds revolving round them.

Sixty-one Cygni is the nearest star tc us
in this part of tha sky. Alpha Centauri, in
the constellation Centaur. in the Southern

hemisphere, is the nearest of all the stars.
The sun is a long way off, 93,000,000 miles.
Now, multiply this by 200.000, and the re-
suit is, roughly speaking, 20,000,000,000,000,
a'nd this 13 the distance we are from Alpha
Centauri. Take the speed of an elecirig
current, which is nearly the same as that of
light, 180,000 miles per sesond—suppose a
message to be sent at this speed from a point
on the earth’s surface, it wouid go seven
times around the earth in one second.
Again, let it be supposed that messages
were sent off to the different heavenly
bodies. To reach the moon at this rate it
would take about one second, Ineizht min-
utes a message would get to the sun, and,
allowing for a coupie of minutes’ delay, one
could send a message to the sun and get an
answer 1l within twenty minutes. Butte -
reach Alpna Centauri it would take tfBree
years, and as this is the nearest of the stars -
what time must it take to get to the others?
17, when Wellington won the battle of
Waterloo in 1815, the news had been tele.
graphed off immediately there are soma
stars so remote that it would not yet have
reached them. To go astep further, if in
1066 the resuit of the conguest had been
wired to some of these stars, the message
would still be on its way, I7 the Lidings of
the first Christmastide In Bethlebhem had
been sent to the stars there are some orbs
situated in the furthermost depths of space
which eould not receive the messags fora
long time yet.

ON THE COMSTOCK.

Weekly Bulletins of Work Done in
the Mines.

VirciNia City, Nev., Feb. 4.—Appended
will be found the official letters of superin-
tendents of operations in the Comstock
mines:

_CoN. CAr. & VA.—1500 level-—We con-
tinue running water through the old stopes
at different points, and continue extraction
of ore and fillings in working upward from
thesill floor in the old stopes. 1600 level—We
are repairing the main south drift and the
east crosscut leading therefrom to the up-
raise connection with the 1590 level north
drift. 1650 level—The cave continued, mak-
ing necessary repairs to the drifts on the
sill fluor of this level. We contlinue to ex-
tract some ore from the old stopes, eiglit
floors up in upraise 6, carried up from
the main northwest drift; also from the old
stopes in working north from the crossent
run west from the northwest drift. We
have extracted during the week from the
1500 level stores and the 1650 northwest
drift openings and raised to the surface 359
cars of ore, or about 389 tons, the average
assay value of which, per mine car.samples,
is €30 63 per ton. Shipped to the Morgan
mi'l 3593400-2000 tons of ore. Average assay
value per raiiroad ecar samples, 831 05 per
ton. 'I'he Morgan mill commenced to work
this ore to-day.

OpPHIR—1465 Tevel—The upraise on the sill
floor on the north side of the ecrosseutrun
east from the drift rum south from the
Mexican to'the Ophir ground 101 feet below
the sill floor of this level has been carried
up 3 feet, total beight 99 feet, and counecied
with the north lateral drift on this the 1465
level. At the point of connecting we are
cutting out a chamber in which to place an
engine for the purpose of hoisting and low-
ering cages through the upraise.

MEX1cAN—Ou the 1465 level the drift run
north from the ecrosscut run east from the
botiom of the winze sunk 101 feet below tha
sill floor of this level near the south line of
the mine has been advancea 18 feet, total
length 515 feet; face in a softer vein of por-
phyry formation,

SrErRA NEVADA—West crosscut 2 from
the Kenosha tunnel started from the north
drift 800 feet in has been advanced 26 feet,
total length 646 feet; face in porphyry.
The joint Sierra Nevada and Union west
drift 00 level has been advanced 21 feet,
total distance west of the joint shaft 238
feet; face in hard porphyry.

UxioN CoN.—900 level—The joint Union
Con. and Sierra Nevada west drift 900 level
has been extended during the past week 21
feet, making the total distance west of the
shaft 2858 feet. The face is in hard pore
phgry.

'HOLLAR — The north drift from the
south line 530 level is out 137 feet. The face
shows bunches of fair-grade ore. 'I'he east
crosscut 160 feet south of the north line
930 level is out 50 feet: face in porphyry.
We are retimbering the two north compart-
ments of the main shaft above the 930 level.

Porosi—The east crossecut cpposite the
Potosi winze 930 level is out 289 feet; face
in porphyry. We have started a drift south
from this crosscut at a point 30 feet back
from the face, which shows streaks of
quartz. The drift is now out 10 feet. Tha
south drift from the top of the raise 1000
level is out 98 feet; face in porphyry and
low-grade quariz. ‘The north drift from
the top of this (1000) level i3 out 50 feet.
The whole face is in quartz, car samples
from which average $20 to $25. We have
completed grading the northwest drift 1300
level of the Ward shaft and are now time-
bering the station at the Dbottom of tle
Potosi winze. We have extracted and sent
to the mill the past week 441 tuns of ore
from the 530, 930 and 1350 levels. Milled
during the week 441 tons, on hand at will
80 tons and 1250 pounds. Average battery
assays $2707. Shipped to United States
mint at Carson 440 pounds of erude bullion.

BuLrLioN—The eastcrosscut 100 feet north
of the top of theraise from the east cross-
cut 320 feet south of the north line 1300 level
is out 75 femt; face in porphyry and gquariz
The west erosseut from the northwest drift
300 feet south of the north line 1800 level of
the Ward shaft is out 240 feet; face in low-
grade quariz and porphyry,

GouvLD & CURRY—200 level—During the
ast week west crosscut 5, started 432 feet
rom the main west drift, has been ad-

vanced 8 feet, passing through hard por-
phyry ; total length 778 feet. On the Sutre
tucnel level the joint north drift with the
Savage Company has been extended 14
feet, total length 872 feet; face in hard
porphvry. We have still about 11 feet to

o before we reach the south boundary
ine.

Harte & NPrcross—We continue re-
timbering the nlain shaft above the 500 level
main incline. Weare making the necessary
repairs, 1400 level—We have started to re-
timber the main north drift on this level
1300 level—We have Leen making repairs to
the main north drift during the past week.
West crosscut 1 from the main south drift
was advanced twenty feet, total length 93
feet; face in porphyry. West crosscut 3
from the main north drifft was advanced
eighteen ileet, total length 190 feet; face in
porphyry. West crosscut 4 from the maia
north drift was advanced seventeen feef,
total length 139 feet; face in porphyry with
seams of quartz.

ANDES—On 420 level north drift from
east crosscut 1 north wasadvanced eighteen
feet, total eighty-one feet, formation quartz,

BEsT & BELCHER—200 level—At a point
in the north drift 17 feet in we have started
a west crosscut, No. 1, and extended the
same 13 feet during the past week, passing
though eclay and bunches of quartz. 90
level—West crosscut 3, started from the top
of upraise 1 from the 1000 level, has been
advanced 12 feet, total length 110 feet; face
in soft porphyry, We have done some re-
pairing during the week.

EXcHEQUER—We have comvpleled putting
fn the pressure pipe to the 1800 level of the
Ward shaft, and are now making connection
frowm it to cur blowers.

ALrPEA—We have completed putting in
the pressure pipe to the 1800 level of the
Ward shaft, and are now making connection
from it to our blowers,

AN AMERICAN INVENTION.
The Work of an Ingenious Boring
Machine.

Some ingenious mechanisms for the work-
ing of hardwood have recently been intro-
duced. One of these is a boring machine
adapted to making holes for blind nailing
in hardwood floers, which works automati-
cally, and accomplishes the object In view
most perfectly; that is, the stock is earried
forwasd by a fluted roll, and is stopped by a
cam at proper distances from the boring of
the hole by a bit which operates horizou-
tally, the board being carried on an angle.
Another efficient mechanism in this field is
a hardwood flooring apparatus, which takes
the rough stoek, planes it on both sides and
matches it, and has five catting eylinders,
the first having a flexible bar, which allows
of the free passage cf irregularities instock
and insures the presentation to the second
eylinder of a uniform surface, and this is
followed by top, side and bottom finishing
cylinders. The side finishing eylinders are
e(‘:xipped with a weighted chip-breaker bar,
which prevents splintering the stock. The
six feed rolls are 95 inches in diameter,
being all geared, and the back rolls are
placed beyond the last cylinder, thus carry-
ing all stock eclear through the machine—
the largest size taking stock of some 18
inches in width by 6 inches thickness.

The Smallest Government.
St. Louis Globe-Democrat.

“There has been atdifferent times a great
deal of talk as to which is the smallest Gov-
ernment in the word,” said Max de L:pm»_-u
of Brussels at the Southern yesterday. “I
can name it without any fear of contradic-
tion. Itis the Territory of Moresnet, which
lies between Germauny and Bc'slgmm. It has
a population of nearly 2000. ‘The people aro
devoted entirely to the tin-mining Industry.
There is no militaiy service and election
days are things they never heardof. There
is a Senate of ten members who are ap-
pointed by the Mayor. He gets his place
by belng appointed by two delegates, ono
from Germany and one from Belgium. The
police force consists of one man. He is paid
out of the annual revenue, which is about
12,000 franes; this aiso pays for the main-
tenance of the roads and the schools. The
Territory was made independent in 1815 to
settle a dispute. Germany and Belgium
boih wanted it on account of its tin minas,
but neliher of them got it, The Territor
contains a trifle over two square miles o
ground.”




