
SAN FRANCISCO'S FIRST THINGS.
First House,

First Hotel,
First Newspaper,

First Bricks,
First Physician,.

First Horsecar Line.

Various phases of the beginnings of San
Francisco life are interesting as historical
facts and as pictures which present a strik-
ingcontrast to the present.

For most of these beginnings we must
already search historical record. The
cray-bearded pioneers who could once havo
told about them are about all gone. There
are plenty of the Argonauts of '40 and a
number who came here in IMS,but while
they saw San Francisco as a little village
of a few- hundred people they came some
time after the ordinary occupations of life
had been established here.

They saw the tide come up to Montgomery
street, and perhaps strolled out of town

across the ravine and climbed the sandhill
where the Palace Hotel stands, but tbe first
hotels already needed new coats of paints;

there were two newspapers with"Vol. 11"on

their first psges ;the man who "used to
keep" a livery-stable had gone to Co'.oma,
and they found already estnolised a good-

zed, progressive community.

The pioneers vbo could tell about many
of the "first things"' aro those who came
1 ere before gold was thought of, moved by
n spirit of adventure or attracted by the
fame of Upper California as a new country
of tic.i lands, a fine climate and a great

future, which fame had reached the East
even before the Mexican War.

There are only two or three of these
pioneers left in this city. Ono of them is
W. F. Swssev, who came here in 1845, and
another is Colonel Stevenson, who bronebt
his regiment of volunteers here from tho
war in Mexico in 1847.

Memories are sometimes uncertain,
histories do not agree, and many "first
things" are recorded only Incidentally, ifat
all, so that a search for those who began
various occupations here in some cases takes

one into a misty past where tho traces are
few and uncertain.

THE FIRST HOUSE.
Clay street lias the honor of the first

house in San Francisco, ns well as that of
the first cable road. Of course, it was not
Clay street then, but the rude house that
was the first where the metropolis of the
Pacific Coast stands happened to stand
where that thoroughfare afterward ran.
Atthat time the old Mission Dolores had
already started on its down-hill tripaud an
old soldier was watchman at the rude bar-
racks at the Presidio. There was a saddle
trail through the sand and brush from the
Mission to where the town was afterward
started.

An Englishman named Richardson, who
did business with the whalers that put into
the bay, moved from Sausalito and put up a
tent near Clay and Kearny streets in the
winter of 1835-36, but tents do not count.

In the spring of 1836 Jacob P. Leese.
who was in business at Monterey, took
somebody's advice and decided to establish
a trading-store at Verba Buena, where
be could collect hides for ships that
came 'after them. He bad a little trouble
gelt ng permission to occupy a plat of
ground, but be finally succeeded, and in
July, 1830, he built a rude house on what is
now the south side of Clay street, near
Dupont. He didn't know then that a Chi-
nese shoe-shop would stand there some day.
Dor did he dream that his little house and
store was the first of a collection of build-
irgs that would house- people.

Leese chose this site by the cove which
then ran op to where Montgomery and
Washington streets now intersect rather
than the Presidio or the Mission Landing
because he thought it a more convenient
landing for small boats, and that natural
circumstance governed the location of the
first ones who followed him here and estab-
lished the nucleus of a city.

The Hudson Bay Company soon estab-
lished a trading-post here, and the agent
ran Leese out of business, bought his house
and occupied it. Trade slowly increased
with the whalers and trading ships that
entered the bay, and the Mexicans through-
out the country, and Verba Buena slowly
became a small business center.

According to Hittell,in 1844, eight years
after the first house was built, the houses of
Verba liuena were: The Hudson Bay
Company's store (Leesc's), the stores of
Spear and Hinckley and William A. Lei-
desdoiff, the groceries of David Cooper, J.
J. Viiget, Peter Sberrebnck and Victor
Prudon, the restaurant of John Fuller, the
grogshops of Gregono Escalante and Ja-
cinto Moreno, the blacksmith shop of
Tinker <& Thompson, the carpenter-shops of
Andrews, Davis and .Reynolds and Rose,
and the dwelling of Senora Briones. These
stores and shops were probably all of them
dwellings as well.

We have here mention or what were
probably the first restaurateur, saloon-
keepers, blacksmith and carpenters of San
Francisco, but history does not record the
quality iof John Fuller's baked beans or
Fsealantt-'s rum or tbe prosperity of Tinker
&Thompson's smithy.

This was on the eve of a new era— the
American occupation

—
and between this

time and the gold discovery in 1848 there
was to be a comparatively rapid growth and
the development of most of the features of
an American community. Hence it is into
this period that we must dig for most "first
things."

Just before and during the Mexican War
Americans began driftinginto California in
increasing numbers, and the times became
eventful ones. InJanuary, 1840, there were
thirty buildings in Yerba Buena. In Au-
gust, 1847, seventeen months later, there
were 187 bouses and the population was 459.

THE FIRST PRINTING PRESS.
In July, 1840, the American flag was

raised in the plaza by- the captain of the
United States man-of-war Portsmouth, and
three weeks later the ship Brooklyn arrived
Irom New York with 238 Mormons under
the leadership of Samuel Brannan, who
brought to San Francisco its first printing
press and type. Soon after this the name
of the town was changed to San Francisco.

The Mormons went to work and their
coming created a boom, which continued
and received another impetus by the arrival
of tho Thomas 11. Perkins, with Steven-
son's regiment, in March, 1847.

During this period appeared the first
hotel, newspaper, livery-stable, physicians,
lawyers and tradesmen of various kinds.

A restaurant, or something like it, was
naturally one of the earliest establishments
In Yerba Buena. Before the Americans
came to ruin the old Mexican spirit of hos-
pitality, which made every stranger a wel-
come guest without price, hotels were not
wanted.

Naturally the earliest style, of public
accommodation was the little "fonua," or
Mexican road house, where bad liquors
were sold aud Mexican fa.re and a floor to
sleep one were provided. People traveled
on horseback in those days and a saddle
and a pair of blankets would always afford
a bed. Fullei's "restaurant" of 1841 in
Yerba Buena was probably that sort of a
pla-».

The "Portsmouth House" was the next
one and was opened about :840. Itwas aliitic
enr-sti tiir.me building, standing on the
south side of Clay street, justbelow Kearny.
Itwas first kept by the Kettlemans. accord-
ing to W. F. Swasey, and then It passed
into the hands of J. U. Brown. The earli-
est record ot the Portsmouth House appears
to be the advertisement which Brown put

Into the Californian soon after that pioneer
sheet was started at Monterey. Itread as
follows:

I'niiT.-MfiinHouse— Yerbi Buena— The nn-
dei signed has opened a publicbouse under the
above title vvheie he Is prepared toentertain all
tbo-e who may please to call on him.. Ills table
willbe furnished with tbe best the market at-
oms and Lisbar with the best liquors.

J. Bkown.
YrB:» I'CENA. October IG.1840. 10 ll
Itdid not take Brownlong to get a bigger

and better establishment, and the squatty
and lather primitive Portsmouth' passed

into the hands of K. P. Jones. 'Jones had
married one of tiie Kettleman girls, was a
"Character" here then, and in 1850 left for
the East a rich man. He appears to have
taken hold of itwhen it was left by Brown
in the net's hand?, and early iv1847 lie
announced in Ihe Star that ."Ihis establish-
ment has recently been enlarged to double
its former siz", repainted and fitted and is
now prepared for the reception of boarders
and transient persons."

Put the Portsmouth's days of prosperity
ami prestige were soon numbered. The
following advertisement appears In the
Califurn: in :

For tale— The well-known esiabU-hmeur.
called the "Portsmouth Iloiisi-,"ami lot at ad-
vantageous terms. Apply to John VIOGET.

San Francisco, Nov. 3.1847.
In a few months the gold excitement was

on, hotels of greater size and fame multi-
plied and the Tonsillolith went Into ob-
scurity.

THE FIRST HOTEL.

The first real hotel was the Cily Hotel on
the southwest corner of Clay and Kearny
streets. This, too, wns a product of this
second era. Atfirst it was the residence of
William A. Leidesdoiff, in whose honor a
street war. named and who was one of the
earliest of the early pioneers and a promi-

nent man of Monterey and Yerbu Buena.
In September, l!-'46, the Californian, while
published at Monterey, gave the following
mention of a high old time in this building:

Ball at the Viuha Huf.na.— grand ball
wis given nt toe huge saloon at too reslaenee of
William A. Lledesdorrf. Esq., by me Doited
Stales officers and citizens ot thai place on ihe
Bth Inst. Upwards of too Californian and Ameri-
can laities wfle present, with a large number of
gei emeu. The utmost hilarity nnd unanimity
of seniiment prevailed. 'Hi darrein*, was very
spiriied and kepi up till tlie rising sun rendered
catulle.llgluuseless. Ibis was Itie first general
gathering of ladles and geull meu since the
hoisting of the American flag.

J. H. Brown opened "Brown's Hotel" in
this building in the winter of 1840-47 after
giving .up the Portsmouth. Tne building
was erected by Leidesdorff, and was ouii'd
by him during its early history as a hotel.
Hlttelt describes it as a long, low. story and
a half adobe building, and Captain Swasey
says Itwas built in the Mexican style with
long piazzas. It could lodge but a few
people, but became the principal resort an 1
loafing place. Titers was a big bar and
gambling-room in the center, and when the
gold excitement first enlivened things here
it was the main gambling resort, where
crowds could nightly be seen about the
uionte and faro tables. Its prestige soon
gave way to other bigger resorts. The build-
ing was enlarged about 1547. A lithograph
of San Francisco in 1847 shows it to be a two
and a half story building with a long front-
age on Kearny street and a wingrunning
back from each end. In the west end of the
Clay-street wing was the Alcalde's office.

Brown seems to have done pretty well ac-
cording to tiie following advertisement In
the Californian :

BROWN'S HOTEL.
The subsciiber returns his most sincere

thanks for the liberal patronage be tins received
and hopes to merit a continuance of the public
favors byan assiduous attention to business.

Ills bar Is furnished Willi the lest of liquors
ami his table Is furnished with the best the mar-
ket can afford. His rooms are as well furnished
as the cltcutustaitc.es of lue country will adinir.

So rains shall be spared lv make his visitors
controllable. J. 11. but wn.

Ban Fiai:ci-co, May 22. 1847.
The advertising columns of the little Cal-

ifornian afford tho following additional bit
of hotel history

>"OTIOE.
The hotel of this place, formerly known as

"Brown's Hotel,
"

will hereafter be called lire
City Hotel and conduct- a front Monday next by
Mr. and Mis Skinner. Boarding at the former
prices and the table as good as tbe market can
afford.

N. li.—Acareful person willbe In attendance
to receive loses and baggage from gentlemen

arriving from any part ot the country.
Pan Francisco, October 23, 1847.
The editor cf the Californian, which had

been moved to Sun Francisco, probably got
board at the City Hotel at reduced rules
about October 27, 1847, for on that date he
said in his paper, "We can assure the pub-
lic from personal experience that the City
Hotel, formerly Brown's, is well worthy of
their patronage."

This pioneer hostelry was at that time
the most conspicuous building in San Fran-
cisco. A low frame building on the comer
of Clay and Kearny streets would not arrest
attention from the bay now, for itcould not
even be seen, but in 1846-47 there were but
four or fivebuildings of any kind on both
sides of Clay street, on the slope down to
the shore at Montgomery street, and the
City Hotel loomed up in a striking way on
the side hill withsandy stretches ifvacant
spa c, around it, and brush and stunted
trees growing all over the untouched region
beginning a half block to the south and
north, and extending oyer hills and ravines
clear out to the far away and lonely looking
Mission Dolores.

The hotel had a conspicuous sign appa-
rently, for a new arrival. Ina letter to the
East published at the time, in 1547. said of
the appearance of the town from the ship

ns anchor was dropped in the bay one even-
ing: tfS

Borne of the houses are quite large, one at the
left of the square seemed to extend almost to
the next (tieet; upon examining It with tue
glass we found Itto be tue "City Hotel."

Having seen this inviting sign, the pas-
sengers decided to go ashore nt once, nod
they probably celebrated their arrival at
the bar that night.

The City Hotel continued the leading
and practically the only bote) and the lead-
ing drinking and gambling resort as well
until the gold excitement iroduced its rush,
its boom and its spirit of enterprise, reck-
lessness and lavish expenditure.

The hostelry was a result of that first
boom for San Francisco, the American
occupation, bnt itquickly fell to the rear cf
the procession when gold dust began to roll
in by the barrel.'

When the gold excitement broke out San
Francisco, with its five or six hundred
people, was at firstdepopulated, but quickly
puiled Itself together and began to bound
forward os the metropolis of the coast.

THE FIRST RESTAURANTS

About the time that the gold discovery
began to be believed in here, in April,1818,
the Californian published an advertisement
by William Conway of the Colonnade House
on Kearny street, a "new and genteel estab-
lishment. As a restaurant it will be open
at all hours."

This is the first reference to a restaurant,
readily found, after the alleged one run by
John Fuller in

-
14.

The first pretentious hotel, run like an
Eastern hotel in American style, was the Par-
ker House, which was bullion the present
site of the old City Hall, with a vacant lot
between it and the comer of Washington
street, where the famous EIDorado canvas
gambling-house was established soon after.
The Parker House was built and run by
Robert A. Parker, with W. F. Swasey, then
engaged with Parker in merchandising, as a
silent partner. ;§SS§

The influxof gold-seekers had not fairly
begun before the winter of1848-40, but just
before and during this winter the rapid era
of plenty had came and gambling assumed
great proportions here. The Parker House
was the first grand center of gambling until
the El Dorad'i was opened next to It, and
many fortunes changed hands in its rooms.
A single small room in the Parker House
was rented for gambling for six months for
£10,000, and at one time the income of the
house from gambling wai at the rate of
$300,01,0 a year.

In the winter of 1810 50 the Ward House.
on the south tide of Clay street, opposite tho
Plaza, was opened. This for some time was
the Palace Hotel of San Francisco. Itwas
the "high-toned" place of the town.:Other
hotels, famous in their day, followed, flour-
ished and were in turn swept into oblivion.
Itis getting 100 close to recent history to
say much about tho grand Globe Hotel,
now a foul Chinatown hive, and the What
Cheer House,' which Is still a hotel/though
sadly degenerated. .:

And the old City Hotel is linked by tho

memory of yet vigorous men withthe Palace
Hotel of to-day!

THE FIRST NEWSPAPER.
. The history of the first San Francisco
newspaper has naturally often been told,
and only Ihe very earliest of the history of
the San Francisco press need bo recalled
here. ,'-\u25a0;_ \u25a0:}

The Stat was the pioneer. - Samuel Bran-
nan, as heretofore noted, arrived in July.
1846, .villia large party ol Mormons and a
printing outfit. The outfit was tlm nnn he
had used in publishing The Prophet in New
Fork. '1he Mormons nearly all remained
in V.Mha Buena and went to work building,
establishing occupations and seeking em-
ployment.

Brannan set up his printing outfit and got
ready for job work in September, 1846, In
October be got out an advance extra of tho
California Star, and the first regular number
was Issued January 9, 1547, under the editor-
si ipof E. P. Jones. The Star was a dimin-
utive sheet for some time.

The Californian was the pioneer of tho
State, but not of San Fran'-isco, . it Was
established in Monterey os ti weekly in
August. IS4G. by l:. U. Buckelew, a watch-
maker by trade and a general rustler of
those early day*. He got hold of a small
lot of oM Mexican typo and a press from
some Mission monastery, bought some
wrapping-paper and issued a small four-
i aged sheet of antique style. The Spanish
alphabet has no W in It. so the Californian
used two capital Vs Instead. Iispoke of
WilliamLeldesdorS etal. until the editor

aid get a lew Wa from tho Sandwich
Islands, where a missionary paper and
printing establishment flourished.

The editor could find very little news
until thu Mexican War yielded brief reports
occasionally, and its few advertisements
were mainly official proclamations, often
in both English and Spanish, and a few
business cards of Monterey and Ycrba
liuena. R^flS
In May. 1347, Verba Huena had not ns

large a population as Monterey, but it was
a more important business center and the
Californian was moved hither.

The Californian suspended publication
for a time in 1848, but resumed when the
editor gotback from the mines in August of
that year.

The Star and Californian were consoli-
dated in November, 1848, and January 4,
1849, appeared as the Alia California. It
became a tri-weekly December 10. 1849, and
a dally after January 20, 1850.

R. R. Buckelew, the founder of the Cali-
fornian, was the first watchmaker hero.
Xut long after his paper appeared in Verba
Buena itcontained this announcement:

B. K. Buci-elew respectfully informs tne eltl-
zeus or California lhat he has located perma-
nently lv the town of Sau Praoclscu lor the
purpose of pursuing his profession. Watches,
clocks, jewelij ami oilier fine metallic work
repaired in the best manner. Cash Invariably
required except o hernlsd previously under-
stood.

Soon after tills the Californian contained
an item saying:

Here is what a certain somebody In this town
said of us. "It is unaccountable loin? thai a
cood 'watchmaker' should tioop to be a misera-
ble editor."

Then the editor proceeds to rather care-
fully speak his mind.

>fv. THE FIRST PHYSICIAN.
Surgeons of United States men-of-war

which occasionally anchored in the bay
mainly supplied the important medical and
surgical attendance needed by the psoplo of
Verba Buena before it became large
enough to support a resident physician.

The first physician to appear was a Dr.
Townsend, a Western man of fair medical
skill, who came to California in 1844 and
was in Verba Buena perhaps before any
other physician.

The pioneer resilient physician was un-
undoubtediy Dr. Victor Fotirgeaud. who
was a naval surgeon r.nd a finely educated
man. Dr. W. C. Parker, surgeon of Stev-
enson's regiment, came here with that
regiment hi 1847. Id 1847 or 1848 Doctors
Parker and Fotirgeaud performed hern a
remarkable operation, which attracted
world-wide attention ar.d was reported in a
London medical Journal. A sailor had been
severely cut in the side, and (luring the
operation Dr. Fojrgraud put his hand
through nn opening which had laid bare
that organ, took the heart in his hand and
settled tho long disputed question , 61
whether the sound of the heart's beating
was caused by the action of the organ itself
or its beating against too walls of Its cavity.
The sailor recovered.

The first physician's card published here
was Dr. urgeand's, in the Californian,
November 17, 1817. ns follows:

MEDICAL NOTICE.
Dr. roiirgeaiui has the honor to offerhis pro-

fessional services lo tbe citizens of San all-
cisco ied Its vicinity. Ofllce at Jones' Hotel.

During the latter part of 1817 and the fol-
lowing winter the town of a few hundred
people had, as before stated, taken on quite
a spirit of life Under the new, American rule
and occupation. The residents were then
as enthusiastic, hopeful andconfi lent of the
future of the place as the people of new
Western towns have often b-en since, and,
-.-..th characteristic American push, went, tn
work to boom the town all they could. The
new-comers became enthusiastic Califor-
nian*, talked enterprisingly at home, and
scattered letters among Eastern friends and
newspapers in praise of tie town and coun-
try, their climate, riches and future.

The Star and the Californian, with prn-
thetic vision, constantly puffed their home
as the Inline metropolis of the coast, which
was its sure destiny as anybody could see.
To further boom the town aid region the
community resorted to the newspapers as
communities do to-'tay. Dr. Fourgeaud
agreed to wrile an extensive exposition of
the advantages ami glories of this part of
the world and the first' of two sections of it
filled six columns In the Mar. Two thou-
sand copies weie sent Fist. Before the rest
of it could be published the gold excitement
had tilled the world, San Francisco had no
further need for advertising and Dr. l-'.-ur-
geaud's second boom chapter was forgotten
and unread.

Id. J. M.Leavenworth, the last Alcalde
of San Francisco, was an early Physician,
but appears never to have actively practiced
here. -

1 THE FIRST SURVEYOR. f
The first surveyor, or, at least, the man

who did. the first surveying, was John
Vlogcl, a merchant, who came very early
in the forties. About 1841 It was decided
that some streets should bo laid out, aud
Vioget undertook the job. Ho fixed the
limits of a few blocks about iho region
where the few houses were scattered, and
determined the widths of Montgomery,
Kearny, Dupont and Intersecting streets.

The original chain used to lay, out the
streets of San Fiancisco is now in the cabi-
net of the California Pioneers.

In1817. O'Farrell, who knew more about
the business, was engaged for a similar Job,
and was the fir-1lrofessloual surveyor. He
found that the streets did noe run in proper
lines, and he swung the town around with
Kearny and Washington streets as a pivot.
This became known as "O'Farrell's swing."
As the street lines were moved several
buildings were left in the street: but only
one man protested, and he finally got his
house back out of the way.
It was desired then "to widen Dupont,

Kearny and Montgomery streets, but the
cxiense of moving the few frame buildings
wns considered 100 great. Market street
was out of town but Itwas given Its direc-
tion because itwas the highway to the Mis-
sion and was expected to become an impor-
tant thoroughfare. ... O'Farrell ;made- the
blocks south of Market so large because
they were so far from tho business center.

THE FIRST LIVERY-STABLE.
What Is reputed to be the first

livery-stable was established In No-
vember, 1807, by Jacob W. Harlan, who
came to California overland in 1840. and
later wrote a book entitled "California.
'40 In'89." Inithe gives the' following ac
count :«9HsHHaQBriCaBBaS^BBSffISa4BB

"1determined to establish a livery-stable

in San Francisco. William Fowler wished
to jdnmo in this. He had seven saddle-
horses, two workhorses and a. wagon, I
had three' horses and Ibought five more.'-. I
judged that fifteen Inrsos would be enough
to start on. They were oil saddle-horse-,
and had never been in harness, but In those
days every one rode on horseback. So to
Sun Francisco we went and commenced
business.

"Engaging ln the livery-stablo business in
San Francisco at the end of1547 »as not a
very sum speculation, but we determined to
try It. On arriving thero (liefirst thing to
do waste find a proper location, and chance
directed me to one."

-
A iude stable was erected on the corner

of Union and Duponi streets. In the har-
bor at ihe time were eight whalers, ten
merchantmen and the man-of-war Ohio.

"Oil tho first day," Harlan's account
continues, ''there was a general rush for
horses. The sailors all wanted to ride, and
Ilet out nil the horses for the half-day at
82 each. On mounting they all started for
the Presidio at full gallop, running races
and displaying some of the most astonish-
inghorsemanship Ihad ever seen.

"Before noon my riders came back, and
Iwas ready to bite the horses to a new
batch of mariners for the afternoon, who
also paid me {2 each for their half-day; To
be sure, the horses suffered some, but they
were California horses, and could stand it.
They made a great sensation in the little
town, and were a first-rate advertisement
for our stable. On the first day 1 took in
£60. At hard labor Icould not liavo earned
that turn in loss than two months, and I
saw at once that Ihad struck tho keynote
in the money-making way. At the end of
three weeks Ibought fowler out, and non-

aged the stable alone frcm that time till
March. 1818."

The stable suddenly closed and Harlan
was soon running a store nt Column witha
few goods and fabulous prices.

THE FIRST BRICKS.
Lewis E. Morgan, who, according to a re-

cent dispatch from Philadelphia, made ihb
first bricks ever used in this city, died in
Philadelphia last Monday.

Whether Mr.Morgan made the first bricks
used here or not is a matter which
there is some difference of opinion among

tho pioneers, who remember when and
where the fir^t bri k building was erected.
Among these is .1. 1". Marshall, who came
here as a carpenter in the forties and helped
\u25a0I. the woodwork on Miller &.Howard's
building on Montgomery street, near Clay,
adjoining The Mousing Call office on the
south, which was built in 1848, being the
first brick building erected here.

In speaking of the first buildings erected
here Mr. Marshall said:

"No,Idon't know just where or the exact
date bricks were first burned here, but it
was soma time in '49, and Ithink out near
where Larkln street now is, and on the side
of a hillto the right of the present line of
Union street. Lumber, though, being more
In my line, Iremember more about. It
came from the other side of the bay, some
from Santa Cruz, but most of if came fmm
Coils Madera, aid on account of the
scarcity of procurable labor at the mills it
wns very scarce, and what little there was
to he had was very high.

"While Iwas at work on the old-Parker
House, which occupied the present site of
the old Cily Hall, Iremember hearing It
said that the lumber used In Its construc-
tion cost the builders Sl per foot, and I
guess it was so, because the lumber used in
building* some lime after that cost ordi-
narily Loin 8500 to $600 a thousand and
some of itmuch more.

"Oh, yea, lremember, as do most of the
early builders, the first houses built hero
after 1818. One of them was built for a
residence [or Charles L.Rosa and stood on
Washington street, just above Portsmouth
Square. It was a frame building, and for
somo time after completion was used as a
church.

"Then there was the old City Hotel, st the
corner of Kearny and Pacific streets, and
tin; little frame building m Clay street,

where Dr.Leavenworth held the first court,

and many more, more or less interesting on
account of early associations.
."The firstschnolhouse was built of wood,

and stool on Clay street. 1believe, a short
distance above Kearny. This was also
u«ed as a place for religious meetings."

Police Captain Short was seen at Pioneer
Hall and asked if lie remembered who made
the first brick hero and where they were
burned.
"Icannot say positively," said the cac-

tair, "but very early in 1890 there were
some, men by the name of Buckley burning

bricks on the side of a hilloff to the right of
win re Union street now- runs and the other
side of Firkin street.

"Union street had not been cut through
at lhat time and the brickyards were
reached by a trail running zigzag through

the chniraral. After a while, when more
buildings were put up and people began to
move into that quarter, the Supervisors
passed an ordinance prohibiting briek-
burnlng in tho neighborhood, and after
lighting the law for three years the Buck-
leys had to move."
"IfIs quite likely that the first bricks

wen- made by Marshall, though where Iam
unable to say.

"One of the first brick building* Iremem-
ber here was a residence at the corner of
Washington and I'oweli streets. It was
first a one and a half story affair, but as the
Slreet has been cut down tho house has been
built up from the bottom until now itIs
three stories high.
"I'lltell you something about early brick-

work here which may be interesting. 1
refer to the first illbuilt in the city.

"There was a brig came from Baltimore,
willa cargo of brick and cement, at about
the time Hays was elected Shoiiff, and ho
was authorized to buy the cargo and have a
jailbuilt. The bricks were a trifle smaller
than the usual size and very hard, and the
cement was of the firstquality.

"Well, the Jail was built and consisted of
fifteen cells and an office, ail in one story.
(Jo down to the County .fail now and you
willfind that the building is built on the
old structure, which Is as solid as a rock
and firmer now than when it was built.

"Siime ye..rs since 1had a prisoner there
who was to lie taken to the penitentiary In
the course of a couple'of weeks, and during

all that time ho worked with might and
main ami did not succeed In removing even
the cement around one brick.
"Ifany one doubts this statement lam

prepared to furnish the tools and let him
try to dig out unmolested in a month."

THE FIRST HORSECARS.
In the rapid match of nineteenth century

events the horsecar system seems already to
have grown rusty with age and become a
relic of the past, but It is, in fact, not so
very long since itwas first introduced, and
before 18U2 tlie residents of San Francisco
had only a stage service tit their disposal,
and veiy limited at that.

When the first horsecar line was started,
Edward F. Drum "t 135 Ivy avenue claims
that lie was the first conductor employed
on it, and he has many anecdotes, b 'til
thrillingand ludicrous, to tellof tho stirring
limes of thoso early days.

Ho came from Lancaster, Ohio, across the
plains with others of those hardy pioneers
who helped to swell the activities of the
rapidly growing ynuna city, and besides
being connected with the horfecar service,
first as conductor for a year, then as assis-
tant superintendent for thirteen years, has
also distinguished himself as a Slate Sen-
ator.

He Is getting old now and a complication
of maladies has made bun prisoner, but
when asked about his horsecar experiences
of those early times his eye brightened as
lie said:

"Ah Idid have something exciting once
in awhile then Ican tell you.
"Iwas a young man then with plenty of

muscle and had to uso It too, occasionally,
pretty freely.

"A man could -net get a policeman so
easily then to look altera troublesome char-
acter. . .... - .

"The town was fullof tough people who
were always ready to jump a gun when
there was an opportunity. ,

"Every man bad to look out for himself,
and lie either had to give a licking or take It
ami put up with It.
:"Before horseears wero "farted Iused to

drive a stage on the only route there was
then along Third street loNorth Beach and
South Parka ? • \u25a0". •_';•'*

"Old Abe Warner's saloon was the stop-
ping-alace at North Beach. It was near

where Meiggs wharf stands. Ithink ho Is
there yet. -

- "Old Abo kept a great collection of mon-
keys and birds, and tho place was called
Old Abe's Monkeys.

"There were no parks in the city at that
time and Old Abe's was tho general resort
on holidays' and Sundays for the people to
go to.

"ft is many timeIhave swung along
from there with the old stage at night with
a jolly crowd aboard that had mora whisky
than; sea; air, in them, nud they would
make the night howl.

"When tho first car line was built in 1802
t)|fdlß63oii Thiid Street by the Omnibus
liaiiroad Company, Iwas mad.' conductor,
and was in that capacity for a year when I
was made superintendent in Mr.Gardner's
pace temporarily, then assistant superin-
tendent. Iremained with the company for
thirteen years.

"The next line builtafter Third street was
on Howard street. Of course there was
always something happening, but Iremem-
ber better two occasions that were rather
out of the common, ami though they seemed
preity serious at the time, Ihave often
laughed over them since.

"When the cars were first put on fie road
there was a rule made by the company
that colored peoplo were not to ride inside
of the cars. One night rather late when
the car was going along empty itwas hailed,
and a colored man named Brown, who used
to have a livery stable where the Apprais-
er's office now stands, and who was the
father, 1believe, of the editor of the Vindi-
cator, a newspaper published for tbe colored
people, got on the car with, three colored
women, his daughters his son, James K.
Bt iwu, and his son-in-law, named I)enn». It
was a wet.drizzly, nasty night, and itseemed
to me rather hard to turn the women out. So
Iwent in, and said to Brown: 'You'll have
to get out on the front platform. You
know the rule it the company, but ns it is
such a bad night 1will let the women stay
in.' 'Why,' said lie, 'isn't tinre room here?'
'Yes,' said I,'but the company don't allow
colored people to ride inside tlie car.' 'Put
me out, then,' said he, and he squared him-
self up to me. lam a small-sized man, but
Icaught him by the lapels of Ins coat with
both bauds and jerked him down on the
seat, and us lie came duwu lie smashed a
window.

"Then the women screamed out 'You low
white trash.' Jumped off the seats and sailed
into me, and they were fighters 100,Ican
tell you. Itbecame a regular free fight for
awhile with the whole gang on me. Some-
times Iwas on top and sometimes Iwas un-
derneath. The air for awhile was fullof
petticoats and legs and arms Hying around
like the fans of a windmill. All tho win-
dows In the car were smashed to atoms and
my clothes wete badly torn, but 1was de-
termined 1 would not give in. Iwas going
to show them Alio Was the boss of that car,
and finally after a hard tussle Isucceeded
in getting them all out, but the car was so
badly damaged that it had to be hauled up
for repairs and cost the company a tidy little
sum to put it in -shape again. That hap-
pened on Jackson slreet, opposite Lire old
Tremout House, between Montgomery and
Sansome."

A . result uf this Incident was a suit
against the company, in which it was con-
tended for tin) first time in this city that
under the fourteenth amendment to the
constitution colon d people were entitled to
ride in cars that were common carriers.
This contention was upheld by the courts.

A QUEER OLD MAN.

Sings Impromptu Hymns
to Oaklanders.

His Songs Lack Rhyme and /Te'ody
Somewhat, but They Amuse

the Crowd. .
Oh. ye sinners, do not die. \u25a0

Oh.ye tinners, com.- be saved.
1line Is loaff. sinners,
Lie Isshort

There is not much rhyme nor meter to
these lines, but the tall old man who sings
them in a deep bass voice that is not un-
pleasant, though a trifle thin, seems to
think they are rare poetry.

lie wanders around the broad
-

gauge
Stations in Oakland and is harmless, but
very much ol a crank.

Yesterday afternoon he performed for
the edification of a lug crowd of passengers
waiting for the down train at the Broadway
station.
.He got out in the street and walked i.*k

and forth the length of the station, singing
"Oh, ye sinners," witha vigor quite aston-
ishing in one so sged, and ina tune pecu-
liarly his own.

Though very poorly dressed, he 13 quite
neat aud clean in appearance. Ills coat is
very old and sadly failed, but neatly
patched and whole. He wears a clean
while collar and a threadbare black cravat.
His hat and shoes are not much to speak of,
but they are well brushed, and bis beard,
though long, is not shaggy.

He does not preach, only sings, but his
song is always an impromptu exhortation
for thu sinners to come inout of the cold
and escape an impending fate that is terri-
ble.

When night comes he goes away, no one
appears to know where. By 7o'clock In the
morning he is on hand again. When he has
sung for two or three crowds at one station
he moves down to Hie next. Allday he is
on the tramp. ...

He must be over 70 years old, but he
walks as straight as a young man and his
lungs are still lusty.

Ho never passes the hat around at the
end of his exhortations, never turns his
attention lo any one particular member of
the crowd, but just sing- right along like
a nlckel-iii-lhe-slul singing phonograph.

Yesterday afternoon lit Broadway the
crowd was very large, and tho mil man was
in his glory. He kept singing tillthe shrill
whistle of Mr. Huntington's locomotive
drowned his voice. Then be stopped and
walked down the street toward the next
station.

He Is an odd old man, and his history Is
as odd as himself.

lie was a soldier in the rebellion, say
those who know something of him. When
the war was over be became a saloon-keeper
in New York City. He amassed a good deal
of money in the liquor business, and was in
a fair way of becoming a New York Alder-
man.

Butoneday, all of a sudden, he left liquor
rfud look t" religion. Ho hud been a hard
drinker. He became an enthusiastic con-
vert to the street inissionniies.

-
Be Inst his mental balance a little,and

with itlost his money, and his chances of
becoming a Tammany brave.

He draws a small pension and spends all
his time now in musical exhortation.

No Demand for Violins.
"One of tho hardest things to realize on,"

said a pawnbroker to a Chicago Tribune
reporter, "is a violin.' Inever make much
of an advance on such an instrument. Net
long ago a man brought in onn and asked
what 1 would give him on it. Itold him
S3. He turned white. Ho asked me ifI
knew what that violin was worth. Itold
him Idid; Iknew it was worth
about $300. Itold him that it did
not look any belter than, a violin that
was wortii $10. No one but a musician
wnuld ever know the difference. Itoldhim
Inever could mako any one but an old
musician believe it was north any more
than a poor Violin. Ihad rather advance a
man $10 on a $15 overcoat than $5 on a £100violin, unless Ihappened to know where I
could get a purchaser for the. violin. I
might sell the overcoat for what 1advanced
on it, but 1 never could get the money or
anything near it on the violin. A violin in
a pawnbroker's shop is a hoodoo."

Elocution Lessons Ina Chicago School.
Dr.J. M.Klco, Inttio AprilKoriiio.

The teacher— "Heads hack."' All the
pupils here stretched their heads in far back
as they would go (attitude of pride), and
said slowly and impressively, "Iam proud
because 1know what Iam. "The teacher—
"Heads on left shoulders." The pupils
with their heads poised on their left
shoulders glanced sideways and upward
(attitude of admiration), • saving, "How
beautiful that looks!"--. Tha teacher—
"Heads on right shoulders." With their
heads ou their right shoulders and their
eyes glancing sideways (attitude of cunning),
the pupils said, "Do yon think you can fool
me?" The teacher "Heads down." The
pupils with heads on their chests (altitude
of grief) said mournfully, "Allmy money is
gone.". The teacher

—
"Heads erect." Willi

their heads erect (altitude of obstinacy) the
pupils instrongly-accentuated tunes, slightly
nodding their heads while uttering each
word, said, "1won't do It."
'

WitF.N jroliiKout to upend the evening with your
r.endfi don't turairc to take some uf v, liito'B Vuc<i*
tan '.';;.iwithyou. .;

A BAD BARGAIN.

The Mechanics' Insti-
tute Is Puzzled.

JOHN CENTER'S MARSH LOT.

A Ceaseless Drain of Interest—
Block Cost Already $144,000,

and Cannot Bring $75,000.

"How John Center must laugh in his
sleeve at the sale of this property," said
George dimming, one of the directors of
the Mechanics' Institute, yesterday after-
noon as he stood with his bauds in his
pocttets mournfully contemplating the lot
owned by the institute ou Fifteenth and
Folsom streets.

"Itis a white elephant on our hands and
will be hard to get rid of," he continued,
pointing gloomily to a lot of pools of slug-
gish water, a dilapidated fence, and to
swamp land six feet below the level of the
Folsom-street sidewalk.

Hi- remark was heard by a number of
the directors of the institute and a Call
reporter, who were there to attend an in-
spection of tiie property. Thorn were pres-
ent President A. S. Hallidle end Directors
Oscar Lewis, C. A. Malm. B.T. Do dan and
George Cummings. They will make a le-
porl at the next meeting of the board.

R. T. Diiolaii.the recording secretary of
the Mechanics' lnstitute, gave the history
of the lot to those who were unacquainted
with it.
"Itis about eight years," he said, "sinco

tills lot was bought from Center for $100,-
--000. He owns property all along and about
ii. He even reserved the choicest section
of the lot on the southwest corner of Six-
teenth and Harrison streets, but said he
Would donate, this portion providing a me-
chanics' pavilion was erected on tho site
within a certain time. That time has ex-
pired somo time ago, and Center holds on
to his choice portion of the lot. which is four
fifty-varas ou Folsom street by two on
Fifteenth.

"When the property was bought the insti-
tute directors borrowed the 0/01 aud
mortgaged other property, of tiio institute—
mat on Post street and also lhat on Lurkin
street, iiiorder to secure the bank. The in-
terest was 6 cent.

"Since the institute made this mortgage
not one cent of the principal has ever been
paid. So the $100,000 still stands against
us. More than this, since the acqulsit on of
the property the institute has paid $44,000
Ininterest for the money that John Center
has in lus-por-ket. We havo the lot, but it
UPS cost us $144,000.

"The cost is still continuing. We aro
stillpaying interest, but not to the Iliberuia
Bank. Last year ihe bank determined to
raise the Interest to 6% per cent, but A.S.
Hallidie negotiated with the State Uni-
versity, and the regents took up the $100,000
at flper cent.

"So you see, we are still paying interest
and see no way to reduce the principal.
The interest costs the institute just $27 50 a
day. That is a big sum when you consider
what it is for. Tho interest amounts to the
lilies of lis" nf the members of the insti-
tute, or one-fourth of the entire member-
ship. This is a terrible drain and shows
consummate business folly.

"Itwould not be so bad," continued Mr.
Dcolnn. "ifthe lot was a good and valuable
one and had prospects. But iho fact is,
though we paid SICO.OOO for Iteight years
ago, real estate experts tell us we cannot
possibly get more than 575,000 for the prop-
erty. As wo have paid already $44,000 in
interest, and if we sell and only get $75,-
COO thai will be a loss of $25,C00 more, or a
net loss of $69,000 in a I.tile over seven
years.

"That is why wo are puzzling over this
position, and want to devise some way

by which to get rid of this white elephant
and stop the drain of $27 50 a day interest.
Something must be done, tor he Hayes*
street property does not pay for itself, aud
the library in Post street is not self-sus-
taining. The annual fans have boon the
only things which saved the institute. II
we donot have i-uo this year our way will
not In- very clear."

The unanimous verdict of the parly after
making an inspection of the property was
flintitwas a vnry bad bargain indeed.- President HuiliJie, spunking of the lot
said :

•'Of course this turned out a bad Invest-
ment. There is no denying that. Rut
when the rroperty was bought rates were
higher out this way, and the bargain was
thought to have teen a very good one. it
turned out otherwise. We thought the
property was valuable because it was sup-
posed that the business growth of the city
was trending this way. I.B. Cornwall was
president of the institute at toe time.
"Imust admit now that, though Ithink

the lot a go. one, ithas been a poor invest-
ment, ami the question is, What shall wo
do wiih ii?"

The members present expressed various
views ou thel subject. All admitted that
the lot had not turned nut as expected. It
was shown how a smaller lot, very little
smaller, and a block higher up, had been
lately offered with some improve-
ments on it • for £70.0.00, with
no Inkers. It was also shown that
a lot in the block below, with a 25-foot
frontage, had last week only brought £1800,
or about 572 a front foot. Yet, in irder'to
get their money back the Institute willhave
to realtza several hundred dollars a front
foot. There arc no improvements on the
lot. Tbe only street improved on ii-bor-
ders is Folsom street. It will cost $50
each to improve the other streets surround-
ing it. Again, itwlil cost some thousands
of dollars 10 tillup the lot to bring it to tho
level of the sidewalk.

Director Gumming said he was in favor
of dividing the block up in small lots and
selling them on easy terms to people who
desire homes. Director Donlan appeared to
be In ivor of getting rid of tho lo: by sell-
ing Itoutright and building at once (in the
Hayes-street properly.

The parly left the place very much damp-
ened by tlm outlook. A report will bo
male at the next meeting ot the institute,
and some definite action will probably be
takcu. '

A Terrible Warning.

The possibility of the hoop-skirt cumins
again in vogue causes the Electrical Review-
to sound forth the following terrible warn-
ing: "It is a well-known fact that any
metallic wire ifbrought near another wire
carrying a current of electricity willhave a
current induced Init. In a crinoline there
Is a considerable amount of wire, and it
naturally follows that if the wearer comes
near an electric-light circuit a Charge will
be induced around her and the hoop-skirt
will become a living, seething mass of
wriggling, sparkling electricity, and no ono
darn Imagine what might become of tha
poor unfortunate within, lf she lias the
sangfroid to come in the neighborhood of an
electric light there is no telling the awful
consequences that might arise The reason
why the ancient dimes who donned the
crinolines were not ruthlessly slaughtered
by the thousand* is because there was no
electricity lying around loose in those days.""

This Is the State of Alan."
London St. .lames' Gazette.

There aro few tilings in real life more
pathetic than the speech of Mr. Monro, who
three years ago was worth £500.000, and
was -Prime Minister of Victoria. At a
temperance meeting in Victoria be is re-
ported to nave said: "Icame to Melbourne
over thirty years ngn with hardly a Denny
in my pocket. Iworked hard as a work.
ingman, and received every honor which a
free state could confer on any of its citi-
zens, until at last Iheld the highest position
in the land. Now Istand beforo you, 61
years of age, without a shilling in my
pocket. For the first time in my life,
through liabilities which1undertook, never
expecting to be called upon to meet them, I
am unable to pay 20 shillings in the pound."
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PEERLESS NEW STOCK
OF"

,
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This week we invite attention to a number of quotations
that illustrate the powerful INDUCEMENTS offered
throughout the COLOSSAL NEW STOCK OF OUR
GREAT CLOAK DEPARTMENT.

This stock embraces all the newest fashionable designs,
shapes and materials in Ladies', Misses' and Children's
Outer Garments, each one of which is characterized by the
SUPERIOR ELEGANCE, STYLISHNESS and WORK-
MANSHIP that distinguish all garments handled by .us,
and all are greatly enhanced in attractiveness by the
remarkably low prices prevailing.

LADIES' OUTING SUITS.

At *6.50. At 556.90.
LADIES' ETON SUITS, made of a fine LADIES' BLAZER SUITS, made of navy

quality of import, d suitings, shades in . blue cheviot, and also an extra com!browu tan and cray mixed (roods, in all quality all-wool plaid, In a variety »f
sizes, worth $10. willbe offered at 8690 shades and all size?, worth $10, will be
ea-''- ;. V offered at SG 90 each.

At SB.SO.
LADIES' BLAZER SUITS, made of storm sen;*, in navy blue, blactr, brown and tan, alto)

in shades of tray, mixed uiiterials, worth 512 50, will bo offered at 58 90 each.

At sfelO.OO.
LADIES' ETON" AND BLAZER SUITS, in black and navy storm serges, with pointed

derby cullar, worth $15, willbo offered at 510 each.

At *12.50.
LADIES'NAVYSTORM SERGE ETON SUITS, withBishop sleeves, also Black Serge

Blazer Suit.', withderby collar, worth $17 50, willbe offered at 812 50 each.
?"'• At 415.00.
LADIES'BLAZER'ANDREFEERSUITS. Inblack, green, navy and brown storm serges.

also in tan mixed atiitiuis, worth $20, willbe offered at 515 each.

L-AJDIES' JACKETS.
At *5.00.

LADIES' DOUBLE-BREASTED REEFERS, In black and navy cheviots, and fabrown, gray and tan mottled materials, worth $7 50, willbo sold at 55 each.

At
LADIES' DOUBLE-BREASTED REEFERS, in shades of tan, navy and black, fastened

with handsome buttons and futicy checked cloths, solid color* and mottled effects,
with either single or trebled cape*, worth 510, willbe offered at $7 50 each.

-A.t 10.00.
LADIES' TAX-MIXEDDIAGONAL JACKETS, with treble shoulder canes, brown-

in ttlert material, with lap senilis, notched collars, pearl buttons, black and navy Al-
pine cheviot, medium shade, nrown diagonal, large smoked pearl buttons, lap seamsand lap back, worth $13. willbe sold at 510 each.

At *12,50.

LADIES' REEFER JACKETS, from black, navy and tan ported broadcloth, with
siuple or treble capes, large pearl button?, notched collars, tan-mottled camel s halecloth, with treble capes, tan-mot: led material, bavins box-plaited back, with strap
fan«\v fullsleeve; navy, preen ami black reefers, withtan embroidery aud finish of
tan cloth, worth $17 50, willbe offered at $12 50 each.

At *15.00.
LADIES" DOUBLE-BREASTED TIGHT-FITTING REEFERS, in green, navy andblack, collars handsomely embroidered, treble capes, collars and edges of jack-si

finished with fancy cord, smoked pearl buttons; navy diagonal cheviot, with lamesnicked pearl billions, fineblack clay worsted, with rollingcollar, singlu split cape andlarge smoked pearl buttons, worth $22 50, willbo offered at 515 each.

LADIES' CAPES.
At 45.C0.

LADIES' TRIPLEMILITARYCAFES of tan ami black cheviot, finished at neck withbow of libboii to match material, uorttt-$7 50, willbe offered at 55 each.
At S&S.SO.

LADIES' CAPES. In tan and black, with Jarbeau folds extending down back and front,
fancy pinked eduini;s. embroidered with silk and tinsel. long Streamers in front;
black and tan cheviot Military Capes, with deep Derby slashed collars, Derby collar,
scalloped and embroidered, worth $10, willbe offered at $7 SO each.

At *10.00.
LADIES' CAPES, In Havana brown, black nnd uavy, with Queen Anne collar and five

narrow capes overlapping and piped with contrasting c.ilor; tan-colored Capes wild
Derby collar, collar and cape handsomely embroidered in two shades and finished witli
long streamers of ribbon back and front, worth 515, willbe offered at $10 each.

At *15.C0.
TAX-COLORED IMPORTED KERSEY CLOTH CAPES, with two deep Derby col-

lars, which, together with Queen Anne collar, aro trimmed with several rows of
Soutache braid, lung streamers of ribbon in black; Light Tan Broadcloth Military
Cape, wRIi pointed Derby collar of brown velvet, handsomely embroidered in tinsrl;
Medium Drown and Stone-colored Broadcloth, witheither single or treble Derby cape
Jarbeau in front, faced with figured silk, worth $22 50, willbe offered at 513 each.

At SVSO.OO.
MEDIUM SHADE FANCY TWILLCLOTH CAPE, with pointed Derby collar of same

material, Medici collar and heavy striped satin ribbon streamers buck and front; Fine
Black TwillCloth cape, with plaited pointed Derby collar, trimmed with faucy gimp,
worili £27 50, willbo offered at $20 each.

Ladies'
-

ma,riLets. •
At S3 la.50.

LADIES' DOUBLE-BREASTED NEWMARKErs. in gray and tan plaids with ad-
justable military capes, and gray, tan nnd brown mottled materials, with treble
capes, slashed collars, bone buttons, lap pockets, worth $17 50, will be offered at$12 50 each.

At *15.00.
LADIES' DOUBLE-BREASTED NEWMARKETS, with adjustable capes. In plaids

and mottled material', in dark and light shades and in black and uavy chevoit, worth
822 50. willbe offered at $15 each.

Olxildrexx's Ja,ol£.ets.
V At $4.50 and. .45.00.

CHILDREN^' DOUBLE-BREASTED REEFER* in navy blue cheviot, with bona
buttons and tan mottled materials, and with bono buttons. cloth facings, worth $7 50,
willbe offered at £4 50 aud $5 each. ;..•-: '.

At 47.50.
MISSES' DOUBLE-BREASTED JACKETS, in tan and gray mottled material*-, b in-

buttons, cloth facing*, some with bishop sleeves, others fullplain sleeve', wortu $10.
willbe offered at £7 50 each.

fß'-M.ail orders promptly and carefully executed.
Goods delivered roe in Oakland. Alameda, Berkeley, San Rafael, Tiburon,

Sauaalito, San Quentin, MillValley, Ross Station ar.ct Biitliea.Ue.

/ff/^M^^MURPHY BUILDING, /
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