
THEY SKIM THE SALT SEA WAVE.
Something About Our Fast=Racing Yachts.

There is a popular idea that a yacht is a boat
used mainly foi racing purposes, and th it tn be
a yacht itmust necessarily be fast. Tills Idea
does not prevail concerning horses kept for
pleasure, because ItIs known that many diive
01 ride for the fun of the thingand never race.
But with yachts they aie supposed, when Iv
use, to be constantly racing.

Like many other popular ideas this one is
entirely wrong. There are racing yachtsmen |
ana eralslng yachtsmen, but the great majority
of the fraternity use their yachts mainly for'
easy-going sailing about the bay and as riving !
them an oppoi trinity lor outdoor recreation \u25a0

and exercise. Lots of them never care any-
thingat all about racing and have to be dragged
unwillingly into the annual regatta of their ;
club, which Is really a concession to the few
who have the fastest yachts of the fleet.
IvSan Kranci-co Bay there ate four yacht

clubs. Hie San Francisco. Pacific, Corinthian
and Knclual. The San Francisco was organ-
ized in the "sixties" and Is the pioneer. The
FaciQcis an offshoot of this, but is more noticed
as a social than a sailing: club. The Corinth-
ians are supposed to cate for their own yachts
and keep do men aboard. The Enciual Club of
Aiameda la the new one, and its yachts are
nearly all of them small ones.

As far as racine records co tne San Francisco
tsulrrtakea the lead, for when it was lirst or-

tanlzrd tlie members had Hie same idea which
the public still maintains— that yachting was
racing. Itdid not take very long to get over
ttiis, however, tbough tlie c!;ib has always en-
cuuiaged yjclit-mclng more ur less. As yachts
giewianter ihe iacini; fever increased propoi-

ti'iiately, until certain ones of the fleet utterly
ONC'iui aged the others when crelstng became,

more popular. It can be readily und rsiood
thai in matters ot speed everything v compar-
ative. It does not take veiy lone, therefoie, to
esiabll-h the relative merits ol certain boats,
;'.nd tliose winch are beaten a few times <drop
untuialiy into the ciuising clans, aod their
owners give hd the idea of racing.

In yacht clubs the fleet is divided into two,

»three or more classes, according to size. Iv
the first class, comprising the largest vessels
there Will be oidlnarily half a dozen or more; .
the second class will b j moie numerous, and
the "luck" of the fleet will be the smallest,
there being a larger number of these than any i

other. The little fellows cannot pretend to I
compete with the big oue«. for in the matter of
Failing crait it is an axiom that length gives i
cpeed, and It is the principal element la lie j
comparative sailing rate. •

It.is for ihis reason that a system of time
allowance is adopted, which Is practically a
handicap on the larger vessel. For instance, if
the rules i"-yvide for a time allowance of 1
minute to the foot over a course of prescribed
distance, a yacht measuring 50 feet Inleng:h
would have to give 10 minutes in time lo a
yacht of 40 feet in length. If the 50-foot i
yacht crossed the finish line say In2 hours
11 minutes and the 40-foot boat made the
game distance in 2 hours, when the allowance
was computed the larger vessel would ouly
have bea en the smaller lminute, Dot 11 |
minutes. This system l>necessary to equalize
the disparity in size.

The classification is usually made within ten- i
foot limits. For instance, the. first-class boats
would be all those between 50 and Co feet.In
length; the second those between 40 and 50.
and the third class those between 30 and 4.0.
The racing Is done in classes, the third class
competing only with Its own equals, and time
allowance being granted between boats of the
special class. In this way a tbtity-foot boat
docs not have to compete with one of sixty feet, I
for even on the basis of allowance spoken of,
the thirty-foot boat could not gain thirty minutes
on one of so much greater size. The ratio of
Speed increases with length.

All these yachts may start together at the j
same signal, but they are nevertheless racing in
clasps only, and the little ones are not com- I
petins at all with the big ones. Spectators
not familiar with the subject are often misled |
by Bi-r-ltiK a 25 or 30 foot yacht straggling
nutig iiehina a lot of big ones, In turn fol-
lowed ly a raft of stragglers, and think that j
pa ticular small one Is encaged Ina hopeless
task, in reality, he may be, and probably Is,
ni c.d of his class, and is paying no atentlou |
wisalever to the large vessels leading him.
In the matter of time allowance the old rule*

of a minute or three-quarters of a minute to the
foot have been modified, until the system is now I
quits complicated. The area of sail spread i.

now also a factor, hut the changes ate in me |
direction of better equalizing the boats as to j
sail-carrying power and relative':- length and j
breadth. The rules vary in different localities
and are made to be adapted to the class of boats

'
commonly in use.' \u25a0'.'\u25a0]

Itv.11l be seen from these statements that the
yachtsmen themselves, who should he best able
to judge, recognize the fact Unit all yachts • are
not fast, and those which are they handicap
wliurestrictions to bring all as near as" may be
to a common lev I. No; that they want to make
their boats slow, but that, inorder to encourage
competition, the slower boats must De given

orna chance to win a raca occasionally. If
measures of tills Kind were not taken, only one
or two of the fastest yachts - would enter each
class In a regatta, and the. thing would be a
failure
•Nobody likes to be beaten even if he knows ',

hit boat Is comparatively slow, and yacht- i

owners would decline
"
to compete

'
fur a prize !

which they know from the nature of things Is
destined to he piven to another craft.

Tin- very large boats are so much faster than
the small ones that clubs having mainly thiid-
ciass boats willoften prohibit latge on^s carry-
lag their flag. The Corinthian Yacht Club in
this way admits no yachts which are over 40
feet in length, and its regattas are much more
Intel estlag la consequence, as they show a large
fleet on «uch occasions.

The San Francisco Yacht Club, on the con-
trary, with its fleet mainly made up of laree
craft, now seldom has a regai la. and Its small
boats have decreased in number, whlie the
owners of bis yachti seem disinclined to race.
ItIsoften a source of surprise that the ».tvn-

ers of large and fast yachts do not more> fre-
quently arrant" regattas or match races on
tills bay. But Hie reason Is, as previously
stated, that by the results of pa*t races the
relative standing of the vessels is recosnlzed.

Naturally the man who owns the fastest
yacht of his class Is willingenough Tor more
contests which willadd to the fame and glory
of his boat, l.ut the man who owns the oner
one would rather talk about what he can do
than uy to do ir. For several years past yacht-
racing has been on the decline in San Fran-
cisco Bay, except among the smaller of the
hoat«.

The public takes little interest in the con-
tests of thud and fointhcla«s boats. If half a
dozen of the well-known big fellows would
agree to race the occasion would Diing rut
thuii-andsof people fond of aquatic sports, but
they iay no intention to the small ones.

II should be boine in mmd, however, that It
is alnatter of uo small expense to put one of
these large yachts In racing trim. In fact, it
costs about $1000 to fitout for a race lasting a
couple of hours; anil Mils notwithstanding the
faci that the boat appears to be iv apple-pie
order.

In the first place, the large yncht cannot co
on the beach to be cleaned. She must be put j
on tlie diydock and remain a day or two wlitie
Her bottom is being put in order. Itmust be
scraped clean a;>n then rubbed clown smoothly >

with sand-naper, after tne edges ol the plaokj
are planed at the seams. Then she must be |

Given a coat of black lead plumbago mixed
with stale beer. This is to make the bottom
perfectly smooth and to reduce "sKin friction."
This job alone willcost several hundred dollars.

Then its running rigging must be renewed to
avoid the danger of anything parting or carry-
ing aw: and all the standing rigging must be
overhauled. Nearly always new light sails
must be provided. A racing crew must be
hired and trained at their stations, for In a race
many more men are required than on ordinary
occasions.

The skilled helmsman who Is to handle the
yacht In the race must take a weeK or two to
practice his crew, and co o\er the course to
learn the peculiarities of the yacht. Allthis
woik and allthese men cost money.

The owners of the large yachts very seldom
sail their own boats In a race.

'
While able, per-

haps, to sail about the bay, or direct operations
in a scrub race, if the honor of his boat i- at
stake, he prefers to have a professional helms-
man. And this professional helmsman does
not, as a general thine, like to have the owner
aboard Ina race. Accordingly the owner usu-
ally views the contest from a tugboat and tells
bis ftlends how much better he could have done
itbad be remained on the yacht.

No man is ever satisfied with the way any
other man sails his boat. The owner Is usually

baDi y in the conceit that he knows best how to
g-t the most out of his craft, so sailing another
man's yacht for him Id a race Is a very thank-
less task, especially Ifnot a winner.

Perhaps the fastest "all-round" schooner
yacht we ev-r had here was the Nellie, built by
Captain Matthew Turner. She was doubtless his
masterpiece IrTe^nterboard craft, as' the pres-
ent Jessie is of the keel type. In the idays of
the Nellie, when she was owned by Hyde
Bowie, and then by Mervyn Donahue, and
Railed by Frank Murphy, she "carried the
broom" in San Francisco Bay. She has cone
down the .south coast now, pretty well used up
from carrying sail hard and being pressed be-
yond her powers. Although built as a center-
board boat with light frame and Inside ballast,
she \va«, to :meet J modern Ideas, finally loaded
ftIth lead outside her keel. She sailed better
with this, it Is true, but It soon u«ed her up,
and she was sold tor a nominal mini as bavins
been strained too much for further racing con-
tests.

The (":ispa. Con O'Connor and Fleur d" Lls,
which were In her class, and the Aggie, which
was larger, tried time and i.g.iiu to beat the
Nellie, bu. without avail. Commodore Guile of
'he Chlspa was sure mat In a strong breeze hit
favorite could wio, and after several minor
contests Inannual regattas a match was made
"between the two fliers, Chispa and Nellie, In
which the latter won.

The yacht Chispa gained a racing prize be-
fore she had a name, for she was Just barely
ready to enter, the annual !regatta of the San
Francisco Yacht Club In August, 1879, and
won the race, although she ;had ;not yet been
christened. :She had another famous race on
June 5. 1890, with the Con O'Connor, coming
In thirteen iiud a half seconds ahead, but hav-
ing to give lime allowance was officially beaten
by twenty-three seconds. ThN. was tneiaeo
where the O'Connor was said to hive won the
money and the Cnispa the race, because while
the Chispa had beaten her competitor at every
point she struck a calm streak, whilethe O'Con-

nor had a light air, and while the Cnlspa was
becalmed the other boat made up the lost time
and wou. Another well-remembered race,
which all yachtsmen here recall, was that be-
tween ihe sloop Annie of the Pacific Club
and the schooner Chlspa of the San Francisco
Club. A big allowance was given to the An-
nie, but she was beaten inactual time twenty-
nine minutes and with an allowance of seven
minutes. This was an exceptionally windy
day and both vessels had all they could do to
stand up, but as it was to be a test between
clubs and a test of California models and those
of the East sail wa« carried hard. The wlnuiue
bo.it was sailed by Captain John Eckley.

The most exciting and best contented race
ever sailed In tills bay was that between the
Nellie and the Chlspa. It was over what Is
known as the chano"l course, from Melijgs
wharf toFort Point, then down to Southamp-
ton snoal aud repeat. The two boats were
very evenly matched and two pood men were
at the helms, Frank .Murphy sailing the Nellie
and John Eckley the Chispa.

Alltli.e yacht* In the bay turned out for this
rao?, and a biu fleet of steamers, etc.,came also.
The first time over the course the Chlspa had a
little th-3 U#st of it, since on the windward trip
the Nellie tried to carry a staysail, which set
her barfly to leeward. The boats kept well 10-
--gether In same wind and waler, and tlie second
lime tney b-at down to me fort there was half
a gale of wind, with heavy squalls under the
land. The Nellie was knocked down half a
dozen times so that her main boom was In the
water and her cockpit filled. The upper edge

of her trunk cabin was under several times,

aud It was thought she would capsize. But
Murphy \u25a0'lifted" her through the squalls in fine
shape. The Chispa had been lightened of bal-
last and had sums put outside, so sli>- did not
stand up wl'h her accustomed stillness. The
beat down from North Beach to the fort was a
desperately contested struggle. The boats
were side by side and maklug ittack for tack
in short stretches. They were heeled far over
and builed In water and foam. The Nellie
would gain only a few feet on each tack, tut
still she would gain in spite of skillful hand-
lingon the part of the Chlspa. Itwas Chlspa

weather, too, for she was supposed to show her
best points in a high wind, while the Nellie
was better Inliglit-r weather. This was a niau-
mlicent race, as the two boats were so well
matched in size and speed. The Chispa has.
however, a very good record as a fast boat, and
files many prize flags. She Is always kept iv
pood order, and Is uever laid up in winter, be-
ing kepi in commission all the year round.

Tlie Jessie, owned by Commodore J. Mac-
donough, Is the largest yacht on the Pacific
Coast and also the fastest. She was built
by Matthew Turner fora fast boat and turned
out even beyond expectations. No withstand-
ing the time allowance she has had to give in
the races and regattas she has won every con-
test in which she bas been engaged. In the
Admission day regatta, September 9. 1891, she
was sailed by Captain Turner over a thirty-
mile course In4 hours 8 minutes aud 5 sec-
ond", although there was a very light breeze
at the leeward part of the course. The Jessie
gave the Aggie a time allowance of 3 minutes
and 34 seconds, and the Agele finished second
lv 4 hours and 13 minutes. On the May cruise,
1892, to Vallejo. they had a race back home,
and again the Jessie came Inliis*. In the an-
nual legatta of the Pacific Club. September 9.
1892, the Jessie again beat tlie Aggie and other
schooners, but this time the margin was a very
small one. After deducting the time allowance
the Jessie won by just 2 8' conds, this being the
most closely contested race ever sailed Inthese
waters. Tbe course was 27 mil s and tbe Jes-
sie's actual time was 3 hours 4(5 minutes and 49
seconds. On this race the Jessie was manned by
members of lite Naval Keserve. who were not
quite up to professional standard Indoing quick
woik withlight satis, etc. The Jessie is 8C feet
In length over all, 74 feet on the water line, 24
feet beam and draws 9 feet of water. In the
race above referred to. where she won by only
two seconds, the contest was of the veiy great-
est interest to all yachtsmen. Botb the large
vessels were crowded with canvas, and when
they started back from Fort Point before the
wind a most beautiful sight was presented.

The Truant Is the flagship of me Corinthian
Yacht Club, belonging to Commodore John W.
P''w. She Is of Eastern design, bin was built
by Turner at Benioia. The boat is or peculiar
model and rig. She h:s a heavy mast "right in
her eyes," so far forward, iv truth, that no
Bbrouds can be used. A short bowsput and
small jib take her out of the plunger class and
ma<e her a sloop. The Truant is easily the
leader or the laige fleet of Corinthian yachts,
though not tfte largest. She carries a grea^
spiead of canvas aud Is very speedy in going to
wiudwaid. ner strong point or sailing.

The Lurllne is, wiiii the exception of the
Jessie, the largest yacht :in these waters. She
Is the property of John D. and A. B.Spieckels,
who lisa her

•ihaiiily for ciiilsliip,"but she hag
shown coed sailing; qualities: in many races.
The :I.ur:i!ie Is a deeVdranglit keel boat, with
oulsido ballast, and fitfor ocean cruising. She
has made many outside trips, coins several
times as far south as San Dleco. The yacht \u25a0is
noted for her n;:ipti!iceiu cabin, which is fitted
up to a very superior \ manner. Tim owners,
while !kcepiug .; a - ulllnp:. master and crew!
usually ihandle * the yacht themselves. This
year she canle.x the commodore's flag of.the
racific Yacht Clu'u". '

The largest as well as the :fastest sloop here
Is the Annie, talOßgißX to ex-Commodore P.

Caduc of the Pacific Yacht Club. This yacht
was brought from New York on a ship's deck.
She is what is :\u25a0 nowu as the "sl;imming-dish"
type, being broad and shoal. Itwas formerly
supposed that boats of the Annie's shape were
only tit for smooth water and light breezes, but
the Annie has made as good a record in the
rouch waters here as any boat that floats. She
has participated in several of the regattas in
Alonteiey Bay also, sailing down th.re from
this poit.

Daring one of these races they had very
rough weather indeed, and many thought the
Annie could uot live In the sea that prevailed.
But she mnde good weather of it and showed
a clean pair of heels to most of the fleet. The
yacht has uot raced much of late, as there are
no competitor! In her ciass, she being the only
large sloop here of any special speed.

The schooner Annie Is the largest of the
cent.eri'oard boats in this bay, and i:as mad- a

,good recoid for speed. Sin- Is noted as a racer,
as those who have been In charge for years are
fond of speed coniests. The Aggie is aiways
ready for a race of any kind with any boat, bis
or small. Before the advent of the Jessie she
could always make the fastest time over the
course, her size giving her au advantage; but
with allowanc \u25a0 given the Nelil \u25a0 took the prizes

Ifromber generally. Xhls yacht was built by
Hall to older of J. MacdonoagU, who sold Ivr
just before building the Jessie. Now that the
Nellie lias left these waters the Aggie exc-.'ls lv
speed the class of centt'rboard schooners. She
is a very handsome craft and a good sailer on
allpoints.

The cutter Fully, our own only deep and nar-
row boat of English type, was built by the
Davidson Brothers from designs by the late
Kdward Binge**. Although she has seldom

|tbeen entered In the race, the boat has shown
rem.<ikable speed In windward work.
It should be mentiouea for the benefit of

those who liav \u25a0 given this subject no special

attention, that tlie types of yachts used here for
i racing purposes are entirely different from

those now in vomie in Atlantic waters. While
our largest vessels are keel boats with outside

i lead ballast, we have not come to th- extreme
narrow beam adopted elsewhere. Neither have
we any of the more modern sailing machines of
broad and shallow form, with fin keels and
gieat overhang. Our boats are made for both
cruising and racing combined, while the types
referred to are more especially for racing pur-
poses and amount to lit lo for comtortable
cruising. Of course the Easiern yachtsmen

have the advantage of us in the very large
number of yachts and of yacht clubs; and they
also have outside waters lv which all classes of
boats can sail.

On this coast the sailing Is mainly confined
to San Fiaiichco Bay, which, while large
enough, confines us to a certain tract of water
deep In the ceuual portions but shallow on
the margins and smaller bays. Therefore a
deeo type of boat has not been adopted for
causing purposes. We have In this bay only
on(s genuine cutter narrow and deep, and she

is a small one.
Ocean racing Is sometimes Indulged Inhere,

but Itis only the largest yachts which can do
this. Once outside the Golaen Gaie rough seas
and strong breezes are the rule, and there are
no sheltering harbors into whlcU a yacht may
run in the cast- of a bad blow. Fogs prevail in
summer also, and these, combined with the
high winds, make ocsan sailing; rather un-
popular In San Francisco.

South of Polut Conception, however, the
condition* change, and when once in the Sania
Barbara Channel the winds get lighter, the fog
disappears and the water Is smooth. From
Point Conception to San Diego there is a
stretch of ocean which affords very pleasant
yachting ground. To reach this place, how-
ever, one must have a good-sized yacht be-
cause there aie rough waters to put through In
going down the coast from Sin Francisco.
None of the smaller yachts of the fl et ever
attempt the southern trip, seldom going far-
ther south thsn .Monterey Bay. There are
several yachts kept by gentlemen livinglvLos
Angelea and San Dleco, but they belong to the
Ban Francisco Yacht Ciuo, there beiue no
southern yachting organization.

Ivpast years the San Francisco Yacht Club
has arranged a number of what were called
"Mosquito Kegaltas." They took Inall :• Inds
of craft except the large yachts. In tbes-i
races there were as competitors yachts, clly-
front plungers, Whitehall*. Italian fishermen,
Chinese fi-hermen, foreign and Amei ican ship's
boats, and, in fact, everything which could sail,
all being classified and having separate prizes
provided. These were always very Interesting
event", but of late nave b en given up, mainly
because there was no one withsufficient energy
to start pieparatloas. Sometimes over a hun-
dred and liftysailing craft have competed.

To the eye of an Eastern yaclit«man the San
Francisco yachts Id a race would be a disap-
pointment, because the masts are so short and
the fall area spre id so small. Hut this Is ren-
dered necessary by the strong winds which pre-
vail here in the summer months. Speaking
generally, our y cliU carry about one-thitd
less spread of canvas as compared with those
in Atlantic wateis, where light winds are the
rule In summer. Thuse boats which have ben
brought here from the East have hail to have
both spars and sail reduced before they could
be successfully used.
Itis ii..thing uncommon to have the breeze

blow IdRummer afternoons from twenty-five to
thirty miles an hour, and our boats have to be
built and sparred to mcc: this condition. Out
In the clrmnel where the racing and sailing it
doiie there aic very strong currents so that With
a strong wind there is a heavy sea to contend
with. Therefore the boats Inuse here must be
seaworthy and stanch and the yachtsmen must
know how to handle them.

In the frequent trips to Mare Island Navy-
yard Dp Hie liay the broad expanse of San
Pablo Bay must he crossed. With the prevail-

ing trade windiof rammer the yachts go up
with sheets e;i-<p.<l off ami light sails spread. - ft
Is coming back that gives the opportunity for
most of Hie "scrub races" which occur Here.

Fiom the navy-ya rd b.iok to San Francisco is
about twenty-eight miles, and as soon as Maga-
zine Point is passed the white-capped waves
and stroug sweeping wind of "Pablo" are met.
There Is a loug beat dead to windward down
that bay, with solid water tumbling over the
bows and ma«ses of spray flying aft to the
cockpit so that old clothes are In order and the
best l.e'.niMnati takes lite tiller or wheel. Light
sails are stowed, everything mad- snug below
and picparatlons made lor several hours' rough
sailing.

Now, the racing yachtsman comes to Ihe
front, for the commodore lias set the sipual
"try rate of salllus," and every boat In the fleet,
litlle and big, lias a content on band. The
timid boys wish they had made up their minds
to come home by rail and Ibe mure vrntuie-
some join with the old hands in congratulations

that Pablo is in one of its "rustles" and there
wll! be all the wind they want. This, by tlie
way, is what the yachtsman seldom finds. No
matter how hard it blows he usually wants a
littlemore wind to make his boat uo Its best.
It is not often that tnose on tiie deck of a

sailing yacht can make thj cassag" down San
Pablo Bay of a summer atternuon with ary
Jackets The seas are short, high and white-
topped; the opposing wind running ah>ng at a
twenty-five or thirty mile rate, and the ebb tide
current, with Its Increased burden of the waters
of the two great livers of he State, helps to In-
crease the rouehness of ifie w,U>r. As the
yachts get down toward Point Pinole the wind, freshens, and it Is apt to get eveu stronger at
the Brothers Islands and Red Kock, where
sudden puff* or squalls keep ihe helmsman an-
xious and watchful, and an angry bad sea pre-
vails. A patch of comparatively smooth water
reaches from there to Angel Island and then
the strong wind and cross seas of the channel
are encountered.

During nearly the whole of this trip the Ice
rails are buried In foam and everything on deck
is water-soaked, including the crew. The
yachts are urged to their greatest speed by
every device, and sail Is carried as hard as the
boys know how or dare. To the genuine racing
yachtsman this Is the height of enjoyment, but
to those who are not accustomed to rough-
water sailing yachtlug under such conditions

:seems daugerous and unpleasant.

No accidents nave ever happened on this
cruise as many times as it has been made by
boats of all sizes. 1 n<- smaller yachts, with no

; hope of getting home within two hours of the
: big ones, carry sail jast as hard and souse Into

the heavy head seas with as much relish as if
i there was a chanc \u25a0 of winning.

The secret of this i«, aside from the entbusl-
asm and general exeUement of a race, that
there Is some other small ysctit of equal siz« In
the fleet which must be beaten at all hazards.
Aud after It Is all over they hold "post
moriems" with all the ardor of an old whist

'. sharp after the game Is won and lost. Any one
|on the shore would hardly recognize these con-
I tests as ruces unless familiar with sailing, for
j In half an hour after the start from M gazlne
| Point the fleet Is scattered and strung out, each

taking its favorite course, the speedy vessels
!getting to the front while the slower or smaller
I ones bring up the rear.

IfHie racing yachtsman has his pleasures
| what of lilti!who owns a cruiser? Acruising

j yacht, by (he way. is one not fast in its class,
| and with no chance for prizes. The cruisers go

In Hie races usually 10 "fillup," and the racersj can always nice when cruising; so mere i*.of
course, a brotherly feeling amooz all yachts-
men.

The cruises here are generally from Saturday

afteruoon until Sunday night as to time and
almost anywhere abuut the biyas to place,
1here are many quiet coves and calm creeks
known to the yachting fraternity and
seldom visited by others. With a party
of half a 'dozen or jo, according to size
of yacht, after a few hours sailing either
In the strong channel dp eze or along
:n- Murln County shore, the anchor is dropped
In a sheltered cove. Alter a hearty meal,
which a good appetite inspires, the evening is
parsed with music, yarns, etc., and all hands
turn in. A bath overboard in early morning, a
stroll ashoie or a few hours flshinu after breaK-
faat, and again the yacht is uuder way for a
day's Ball.

Tiic cruise* in squadnon are those when the
whole fleet start together for Mare I^and or
Martinez and remain over night. {Text d.iy
they start at gunfire ana are signaled by Hie
commodore to "try raie of sailing," wlilcli
me.ins a raci: back through Sau Pablo Bay to
the clubhouses.
; When there l» a week or so to spare a cruise
up river is Inorder to Sacramento or San ; Joa-
quin rivers, Niipa creek or Monteznma, Georgi-
ana, Mokelnniiie, Suisuu or;other creeks or
sloughs. -

The main racing In the bay takes place on
the Mare Island cruise*, though the set reuattas
aud matches are sailed over Hie speclned
courses In the lower hay, bur legattas only oc-
cur once a year, while me Maie lslaud cruise
comes off a dozen times a seasqu.

From these, statements It1 will be seen that
San Francisco yacht-racing differs materially
from thai carried on la;Eastern ;waters, where :
they have to contend withIcalms rather; than
gal^s of wind. But the .conditions here have
resulted in urlnalnn out a skilledlot of.-yachts-
men,' for if they do uot|know how to handle Ia
yacht In rouct) water and itroag winds they are
apt to come to grief,v";CHAELES G. VALE.

THE SCHOONER NELLIE.

The Annie.

A RACE BETWEEN THE JESSIE AND THE AGGIE.

The Trunnt.

SHIP-
BULDING
OH THE
COAST OF THE
PACIFIC.

What are the future prospects for shipbuild-

ing and kindred trades In San Francisco?
Inorder to arrive at a reasonable answer to

such an inquiry we must consider, first, what
favorable circumstances are operating to de-
velop such Industries In this city. and. second,
what unfavorable conditions prevail here that
operate against the development of these in-
dustries.

The favoring circumstances are the natural
harbor facilities possessed by Sau Francisco;

the great coast line to the north and south of
this harbor which must be developed as the
needs of an increasine population require; the
natural Increase of the foreign commerce of
this port which, though not large at present,

must expand as the products of ou» soil and the
results of our industries need outside markets
for their surplus productions. Our climate is
also favorable to an Indus; rymat must be to a
large extent carrl d on out of doors.

The amount ot shipping engaged In the for-
eign and domestic tr de of this port requires a
large amount oi work for repairs, changes and
renewals, and In order to maintain tne neces-
sary force of workmen ready for extensive
repairs making sudden c ills for large numbers
of men, new worK ramt be under way as a
foundation for steady employment. The neces-
sity which Is beginning to be felt, although as
yet scarcely amounting to a sentimot among
tlie merchants and traders of this city, is to
ma'>e Mils the entry port for all imports con-
sumed by UN western half of our country.

These may be summed up as tue tilings teu fl-
ing to build up a shlp-Duliaing Industry at the
port of San Francisco.

Of course, tlie fact that tha United states
Navy D parrmint has Intrusted tlie building
of several warships to a San Francisco firm lias
been a great factor In enabling that firm to ac-
quire a. national reputation. This, however,

has not been because of any natuial advau
tuges possessed bySan Francisco, but is simply
the lesult of business ability coupled to en-
eiueeiiug and ship-building !.klllon the part of
that firm, enabling them to surmount difficul-
ties which evtfn their best friends thought too
meet) for them.

The conditions prevnilliiK here that operate
agiinst a healthy development ot the ship-
building Industries are paitly due to the com-
mercial character of our people and partly due
to defective legislation affecting ship property.

\V!:ile we have quite a number of ship-owners
au<l sererai ship-owiiinn mercantile houses ship-
owning as an taresrateot for the savings of the
people is practically unknown Inour coiiimu-
nltv.
1lie enormous expansion of the shipping

iuteiests of Great Britain during the past

twenty or thirty years is largely due to the
system ofshlp-ownine In that country, whereby
small investors, as well as large eapltaltsts, can
make a venture on eatial terms. Sliippine-
houses may have the management of a large
fleet of vessels, owning bu; a very small share
in each, yet perfectly secure in the manage"
ment. The ownership In each ves«el maybe
entirely dlfl. rent, from any of the others. In
fact, as any trade develops, presenting the op-
portunity for t-liiemployment of more tonnage,
the managing house will make arrangements
with his ship-builder for a new ship suited to
the trade, taking a small share. The builder in
many cases also takes a small share. The faetis
m«de known among the friends and clients of
the Bhipping-bouse aud the builder, and ir
the trade is one that hitherto has mad« good

returns there will be plenty of investors ready
to tai-e all the sbares available. Each ship has
Its own owuers and is managed on au inde-
pendent account.

Tills fact of independent ownership In tb«
several vessels com prising the fleet matiaeed bya
certain shipping-house gives perfect stability to
the management, as they act as managers by

| contract wiih the owners, and not by being'
re-elected yearly by stockholders of a com-
pany.

This system of owning has a very different
Ieffect on Investors from that of owning .\u25a0\u25a0hares
Iin a stock company. By the system so nreva-
] lent iti Britain each investor owns so much in
ia given ship. In that vessel be has a certain

Iluterest. He will follow her record all over tbe
j world. Her chances of making a rapid passage
I or securing a good cargo at a good freight rate
Iare questions of personal Interest to him. He

studies the conditions of maikeis In all pans
of tlie world, the possibilities of new departure!
in coniniercl.il ventures, and as his tn i:as-

j ing hou«e eiters into new fields he is ready

j with his surplus earnings to invest again with
hopes brighter from his vast experience.

This Is ill*history of the great sliiDping-
botisi-s of tireat Britain. If such a system of
Investment obtained here San Francisco would
ere long be able to ship the products ot tills

i Staie Inships owned and built within her own
i borders.

ItIs unfortunate that such a large proportion
lof the savings ol the people engaged m our ln-| dusines cannot be reinvested in other Indas-
| tileg. but must be absorbed in the dl£f rence
Ibetween the buying and selling prices of city

lots.
Our State laws have not been enacted with a

view to foster the commercial interests of the
State and the port ot San Franslsco. A ship
owned and registered at the port, of Sun 1- ran-

iCisco does not engage In the commerce of
ISau Francisco with any advantage on that ac-

count; Imt. Mid the case Is probably without a
parallel in tl-e bMory of any commercial city
in the world, the San Francisco ship is
handicapped by burdens imposed by our-
selvi-s that no foreign ship or those
belotiEiiiL' to other Stales of the Union
are called upon to bear. Under this bead,
the heaviest buiden laid upon ship prop-
erty owued and register, d in this Don is that
of Slate and municipal taxes This has led 10
vessels that are largely owned beie being reg-
istered Idother States, where It is possible to
do so.

We have never been able to discover upon
what principle ship property is classed with
and taxed the same as ihe real estate and builil-
lncs thereon that constitute the city itself.
Most of ihe older States have beeu wiser than
California tv this respect.

What returns do the ship-owner receive for
the taxes paid on the assessed value of his ves-
sel as com paied with the owner of city prop-
erly? The ship upon which the ciiy and
county and State impose the same tax as upon
the laud and buildings of the city itself Is outon the ocean or in some ilisiaut port, and cau-
not possibly receive any benefit fioin the ex-
penditures of the taxes imposed ui>on her.
Does she derive any bu?lit from limuiuK ihe
streets of the city where her uame is registered ?
No; but wherever she enters a liarbor there
will be light dues or pilot dues charged for
showing the way in. There Is no police nrotec-
tiou for ship property as Itmoves from Don to
ioit,except what might be afforded by the
shins of the navy, whose support does not come
from the taxes we now refer to.

la front of city property streets are main-
tained, se-.ers are provided, means to get in
and out of the DOOMS, teams can be loaded and
unloaded in front of stores, all of which is
right and proper, and tuat is what taxes are
collected to provide for; but none of all this,
except the collection of the taxes, come- ;o the
ship. If she comes to a wharf In front of the
city that taxes her, which, is to her the same as
the street is to ttie building, she must pay so
much for every hoar that she has the street ac-
commodation, which the taxes she lias paid,
as well as the buildlDgs, provide free for the
latter.

This great injustice done Hie ship-owning
Interests of California should be wiped out. ifIt
require a change in the State constitution to do
so. The British ships that nilour harbor and
carry our products to market Dave no such
burdens to bear. Neither the snip nor any-
thing consumed ,on board of her is
taxed. .That nation has lung recognized the
principle that a ship on the high seas must pro-
tect herself, and as tax. cannot be spent for
her benefit, ueliher should hey be imposed
upon Her as a burden. The British go still fur-
ther and remit all customs dues on all articles
of consumption on board ship at sea.

With these powerful causes operating aEalust
ship-owning here, we cannot expect a very
bright millook for the future of ship-building in.
San Francisco. A San Francisco ship-builder
is not likely to be called upon to build ships,
either tor a foreign countiy or for the eastern
side of our own country. Ship-building and
ship-owning must rise and rail together in San
Francisco. Ifthey are to rise the weights that are
bow crashing them down must be removed, and
as these to a very larx>«- extent are self-Imposed,
we must look to ourselves for relief. Give the
ship-owner a chance; let Hit- tax-collector watt
for his share of the fruit. Cutting the tree
down 10 get at the fruit before itripens ruins
both the owner and the State.
Ihave fatih iv the futuie of this city.

Over twenty years ago Ipredicted, at
a reeepttoß given in this city lo W.
H. Webb, the New York ship-builder,
that within twenty years we would be
building iron and steel ibtpa for all purposes in
this haibor. and tMs has come to pass, but
only a promise of what it slionld be.

This city and this State have done nothing
to (osier their indu«trie«. j\ew indu-itiles are
welcomed as a direct means of adding to tne
city or State reveuue. instead of being wel-
c«med and encouraged ns the means by which
all sources ol reveuue are to be expanded and
Derpetuated.

>y. J^
Special Edition. Pages 25 to 31,
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