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A PARISIAN HOME.

Mansion of the Princess
Brancovan.

RICH AND RARE FURNISHINGS

Marvelous Eighteenth Century Ta-
pestry — The Picture
Gallery.

The Princess Bascaraba de Brancovan
has reccmmenced the Sunday breakfasts
80 popular during tie lifetime of her hus-
band. The Paris home of the Brancovans
in the Avenue Hoche has always been a
kind of Hotel Rembouillet. Here came to
breakfasi every Sunday Cazo, the incarna-
tion of philisophy, and here were seen
Count de Hasmbuteau, Octave ' Feuillet,
Massenet, and Count d’Haussonville, No
French salon is more ¥rench than this
salon etranger, where the grand seigneur
like d’Haussonville was glad to meet tbe
great poet like Mistral.

As I have said, the home of the Princess
is in the Avenue Hoche, between the Parc
Monceau and the Champs Elysees, Here

are odd bronzes, magnificent hangings,
Venetian witrors, ete. Some of the rooms
remind one of a harem, because of their

gilding, low divaps, embroidered cushions
ana swrong perfumes. The second story
coptains tbe reception-rooms. In the
dining-room curtains of dark Dblue
plush contrast with a bright red carpet,
and the Henri I1 chairs are covered
with Cordova leather. At one side is a
mirror, placed so as to reflect the entire
room, and old pictures, representing the
history of Esther, fill the spaces between
the doors. Opposite the dining-rcom are
the saloons, the entrance doors of which
resemble pictures of the eighteenth cen-
tury. The Algerian drawing-room has
hangings of purple and gold. On the man-
tel is an onyx elock supporting a crystal
box, inlaid with precicus stones, On each
side of this is a candiestick, uphbeld by an
elephant in Indian enamel. Pictures,
signed *‘Lauy,” are scatiered here and
tbere, and opposite the windows, between
two mirrors, is an old Japanese lacquer
cabipet, inlaid with pearl, ivory and gold.

In the ceunter of the state drawing-room,
under an lmwense palm tree, is a grand
piano, draped with Turkish embroideries.
In ope corner a harpsichord serves as a ta-
ble for bivelots, and beside it is a Japan-
ese desk covered with artistic objects. An
immense bav-window is a conservatory,
where Turkish boxes inlaid with pearlare
filled with rare plants, and in their midst,
on an easel draped withh plush, is a por-
trait of the late ’rince Brancovan.

A panel of this room is devoted to a

marvelous tapestry of the eighteenth cen-
tury, “Toilette de Venus,” after Boucher.
Between two sofas covered with silken
embroideries Cupids carved from Vene-
tian wood bhold aloft a branch ot lights,
eand from
chandelier darts its rays into the immense
mirrors that encircle this drawing-room.
Connected with this salon is the gallery
of Hospoaars, where sisep in their
frames ali the ancestors of Prince
de DBrancovan, Tong and narrow,
the high ceiling of this gallery dis-
sppears under paintings to which the
Renaissance lent its coloring. On allsides
are carved oaken stalls brought from Wal-
lachia by the Prince. Above the stalls is
a row of famous warriors, who have
reigned over Wallachia ana Roumania,
and sometimes a woman’s face casts a
brighter shade over the terrible Hospodars.
Underneath each portrait is a strange
picture represepting the history of the
Bibesco and their country. Stained glass
windows light this gallery. In one stands
a slatue, which is a coliossal lamp, and by
apother i entered a little boudoir. This
is a sultana’s buen retiro—cushions, brass
tables, perfumed clgarettes—all the luxu-
ries oi the Orient.

In the first story, through the large
stained-glass windows of the staircase, the
light falls upor tapestries and arms glit-
tering upon the walls. A portiere conceals
a smokiug-rocom hung with Oriental stuffs
and ornamented bv a monumental stove
incrusied with Persian epamel. The li-
brary is connected with the fumoir, and
here are wonderful bronzes, Japanese
storks, Indian enamels, and, in a corner,
a large brass clock brought from the siege
of Puebla.

The Princess de Brancovan always
spends ber swumers at the Villa Amphion,
Lake Geneva, bought from CountjWalew-
ski. The Roumania, the Brancovan yacht,
has been the scene of breakfasts, dinners,
balls and concerts,

In 1874 Prince Bassaraba de Drancovan
married Ralonka, daughter of Musurus
Pasha, the Christian diplomat who, as Em-
bassador of the Sultan, was for solong a
time dean of tne diplomatic corps in Lon-
don. Fond of socieiy, gay, bonne entant,
as ber Iriends call her, not a painter has
succeeded in fixinZ upon canvas the ex-
pression of her face. Grace, art, poetry
are absent. The woman herself is want-
ing. M. d’Epinez has tried to transfer
her face to marble. Great as is his talent,
marble is too cold to interpreta sweet
expression, often touched by an imperious
light—Asiatic pride, wingled with savage
passion. The Princess has hardly had a
wish denied, and during the lifetime of
the Prince upon his wife he showered in-
numerable jewels. Among her heirlooms
are a pair of enormous rubies, surronnded
with diamonds. These have been in the
possession of the Bibescos for centuries,
for Prince de Brancovan was the son  of
Prince George Demeter Bibeseo, the last
Hospodar or reigning Prince of Wallachia,
and hiz mother was the last of the Bran-
covans. Frow her, by a decree of the Em-
peror of Austria, be took name and title.

Princess de Brancovan has three ehil-
dren, one son and two daughiers. These
children resemble neither father mnor
mother, and at one time they looked like
pretiy Japanese dolls. So striking is the
appearance of the eldest, Prince Constan-
tine, that he is often called the *Mikado.”

Princess de Brancovan is a friend to
everything artistic, but as a musician she
has no superior, When at the piano she
is as one inspired, and often plays duoets
with her sister-in-law, Princess Alexandre
Bibesco, another wonderful musician.
Princess Bibesco lives in the Boulevard de
Courcelles, and frequently gives musical
entertainments. Her home also is filled
with souvenirs brought from the Wallach-
ian palace.

Princess de DBrancovan has another
brother and sister-in-law, Prince and
Princess George Bibesco. Prince George
is foreign correspondent of the French
Institute (Academy of Naval and Political
Science). Prince George has served
France both by pen and sword. He dis-
tinguished himself in the Mexican and
Franco-Prussian wars, and now his gun is
resarved for sport and his sword for the
fencing-rcomn. He Dhas friends every-
where, and is reproached only for his long
absences from Paris.

~ BARONESS ALTHEA SALVADOR,
Paris, Dec. 27, 1893.

CHINESE REGISTRATION.

The Highbinders Carry {Their War
Into the Interior.

Yesterday Internal Revenue Collector
Welbura receivea advices from Watson-
ville and other interior towns abnouncing
that as fast as the circulars were posted
up by the Collector, written in the Chinese
language and telling the laborers when
and where they could regisier, they were
being destroyed.

1n this city the registration is far short
of the number expected, and from the
present outlook the Government will have
to pay the passage back to China of fully
three times the mnumber of Chinese
counted on when the McCreary bill was

passed.
The Collector has advices from San
Diego and other points from Lis deputies

the ceiling a colossal crystal |

saying the Chinese are anxious to register.

At the conclusion of the official month
of registration in this city some idea may
be gained as to the willingness of the
Chinese to comply with the law as com-
pared with the statistics furnished at the
time the bill was passed. It now looks as
if it was going to cost the United States
more money to deport the Chinese who do
not want to register than to provide
means for those who want to stay in the
couptry and are willing to comply with
our laws. While it may cost considerable
10 get rid of the Chinese there is satisfac-
tion in the thought that the law will be
rigidly enforced and that those w ho go
cannot return again,

ALAMO SQUARE SAVED.

“«The Call’s’’ Suggestions Accepted
by City Authorities.

About two weeks age THE CALL
directed the attention of the Supervisors
and Street Department to the shameful
neglect of Alamo square, on Hayes-street
hill. The city had expended about §25,000
in cutting down the rocky hillsides and
grading them to levels which engineers
thought would be prover for a terraced
pleasure park. But after the first heavy
reins of this winter a change came over
the smooth and sloping ground. 1he work
had every appearance of being laber in
vain, for deep furrows were cut by water
running down the slopes, and unless
timely action should be taken to preserve
the grades, several thousana doilars would
have to be spent in repairs.

On the four sides—that is on Steiner,
Scott, Grove and Hayes streets—the soft
soil had washed down over sidewalks, and
was carried in different places clear across
the streets. The Metropolitan Electric
Company was compelled to keep a force of
men employved on Scott street. It was
their duty to dig trenches for the water
and keep the tracks clear. On the oppo-
site side no attempt was made to check
the washouts, and consequently Steiner
street was rendered 1mpassable. What
might have taken place in furither wet
weather could be readily imagined from
the effects of the first rains.

THE CALL'S information, when learned
by the ecity authorities, led them to exam-
ine Aiamo square, in which $25,000 had
been invested already. It was seen that
immediate action should be taken or else
the city would have still another unpeces-
sary bill to meet. And no time was lost,
either, in doing what should have been
done before the rain set in., The square
will not run the risk of being cut 1nto gul-
levs and ruts by future rainfalls.

Workmen, with teams, grading imple-
ments and cultivators, have been busy in
the embryo park for days past, so it has
been put in good conaition sgain. Slopes
were coated with manure, and the ground
has Dbeen liberally covered with grass
seed, which will soon begin to grow and
prove an effectual barrier against the ef-
fects of rainstorms.

A BIG SEIZURE.

Two Hundred Pounds of
Opium Captured.

|
{
|
|

Two Chinese Are Arrested, but a
White Man Escapes—A Po-
liceman’s Luck.

Ina week or two Police Officer Clark
will have about $963 in United States coin
to add to his bank account, and in addition
will bave marked on the records to his |
credit the capture of 279 five-tael tins of |
contraband opium aud two Chinese smug-
glers.

Officer Clark was patrolling bis beat on
Tayior street, between Clay and Saciamen-
to, Friday night, just in front of Sergeant
Houghtaling’s residence, and at about 10
o’clock his attention was attracted to the
suspicious actions of two Chinese who
were standing on the sidewalk across the
street. The officer had noticed them leave
acar a few minutes before. It was evident
that the Chinese did not see the officer,
whe was standing in the shadow,

The house the Chinese wers watching
was 1121 Taylor street, the residence of a
widow named Mrs. Dwyer, whosg son,
John Dwyer, is an engineer on the steam-
ship City of Puebla, which runs between
this port and Victoria. After waiting un-
til the street was apparently clear of peo-
ple the two Chinese crossed the street
and, tapping at the door of the house, two
sacks were passed out to them and the
door closed. The Chinese turned and
bhurried down street, but were overtaken
by Clark before they had gonea square
and arrested. They were taken to the old
City Prison and searched, eighty-one five-
tael tins of unstamped Victoria opium
being found in the pockets of their
specially made Dblouses. The Chinese
were identified as .o Sue, head of the Ye
Chong firm at 739 Jackson street, and one
Lee Tong, a highbinder.

Clark at once returned to 1121 Taylor
street and camped before the bhouse, the
arrest of the two Chinese being carefully
concealed. About daylight word was sent
to Deputy Surveyor Sam Ruddell, and he
at once requested Clark to remain on wateh
until he could get some of the customs in-
spectors. From early dawn until about 8§
o’clock yesterday morning Clark dis-
covered nothing about the house to excite
suspicion, and was about to give up his
vigil when a man drove up to the door in a
light wagon, drawn by a single horse, and
took from it a case such as coaloil cans are
usually packed in and started to carry it
into the house.

At that instant he saw the policeman,
and dropping the box ran at top speed
with Clark after him. The man was too
fleet for the officer and escaped, Clark re-
turning to the bugey, where he found in
the two sacks and the case meutioned in
all 198 five-tael tins of unstamped Victoria
opium. This, with the drug captured from
the Chinese,was turned over to the Govern-
ment officers, while the horse and buggy
which the smuggler deserted was taken to
a stable near by. Later in the day the
Government officers made & thorough
search of the house at 1121 Taylor street,
but found nothing. The white man who
escapea is known and his arrest is hourly
expected.

Sheriff’s Sale Postponed.

The Sheriff’s sale of Sozin’s V. C. Ba-
zaars, which was to have taken place yes-
terday, was postponed until to-morrow.
The auction will be held at 11, 12 and 1
o’clock respectively at the branches—302
Davis street, 421 Kearny street and 13728
Market street. The claims so far aggre-
gate $11,868 08, and it is probable that a
further postponement of the sale may take
place to-morrow, pending an arrangement
with the creditors.

We produce and eat every year about
340,000 tons of beetroot sugar,
[ —

“WORTH A GUINEA A BOX.”

PILLS

(Tasteless—Effectual.) ¢

FOR ALL
BILIOUS and NERVOUS
: DISORDERS,

) Such as Sick Headache,
Weak Stomach,
Impaired Digestion,
Constipation,

Liver Complaint,
and Female Ailments.
Covered with a Tasteless & Boluble Ooating.

DRY GOODS.

~—OF THE—

| SALE!

GREAT SALE OF AUCTION GOODS THIS WEEK. HOTEL AND LODGING-HOUSE
KEEPERS WILL FIND THIS SALE ESPECIALLY ADVANTAGEOUS5 TO THEM.

THIRD WEEK  COME EARLY

GREAT WINTER
CLEARANCE

AND AVOID

THE RUSH!

-S>

e .
Auction Auction
] .
Domestics. Domestics.
5 cases 9-4 BHEETING, same welght,
BEDSPREADS. count and finish as Atlantic, first- 900
5 cases BEDSPREADS, 86x78 inches, 620 class and very cheap at the sale —
Mn;lsen!%s patterns, good value Price......cc.cietennnccccssccocccans Yara
at each; sale Price............. Each
| Scases 10-4 SHEETING, same make ¢)¢)14C
| © csses BATES' HONEY-COMB 960 aSthe aDOVE........oeciinnnnnsnnes dmded
| :i’lb(g:ADE. 8'{:‘.‘6[ inches, value oy Yard
| each; sale Price......ovuuvee fac
| 5 cases BATES’ GINGHAMS, In sta-
| b cases MARSEILLES SPREADS, ple checks and plalds, r-gular r)c
{ 90 x81 inches, Marseilles patterus, 980 value 81,ca yard; on sale at the t
[ w?rth at least 81 60 each; on ; extremely low price of.. .......e.. Yard
| L Each
i 100 dozen TURKISH TOWELS, size
| 2 cases MARSEILLES BEDSPR'DS, q{;‘l 50 20x40 inches, a very fair quality, $].25
0x10 size, worth ¥2 each: on ¢} — usually sold at $2 a dozen: sale —_—
} BBIO DOW Bl.cccecrsoscscssescosaresse Each - R TR IS sesess .. Dozen
2cases MARSEILLES BEDSPRE'DS, | 100 pieces RED AND BLACK FLAN-
90x81 inches, in a line or very.' 31.79 NELE1TE, ueat patterns and 70
pretty patterns, a good value at — good value at 1214c a yard: on
$2 50 each; nOW...oveuvuees Vs enn Each BBIO NOW. .. cceeeravennaccssersassnce Yard
2 cases MARSEILLES BEDSPR'DS, ¢].93 2 bales BLEACHED TWILLED lr)lac
90x81 inches, elaborate patterns, ¢ 1 — CRASH, 18 inches wide. value 44&
worth fully $3 each; on sale at... Each 1625¢c a yard; on sale special..... Yard
| 1 case SHAKER FLANNEL, 29 Inch. ] C
| wide, white, value 25¢ a yard; .
| U OD 5210 5PECIAl eecuirrineecsiancaans Yard
MUSLINS
1 3 X , | 1case SHAKER FLANNEL, 30 inch. ()0
4 -4 BLEACHED MUSLIN bhas been ~C wide, white, value 35¢ a yard: on -
reduced from Elsc a yard to 0 = R R T Yard
| cessartaarasieens LRI RTTTIE TR TTT O T Yard
! 10 bales 4-4 UNBLFACHED MUS. 6(}
LIN (Pepperel! R), worth 9c a
JArd; OD BAIe Al,..esaceccscoscccene Yard Dress Goods
.
NEW YORK TWILLED MUSLIN, ]O()
| bleached, and a fu!l yard wide; FANCY TWO.TONED FRENCH .00
EORNOBATED . . o vsvavoioss anossasse . Xeitd CREPONEVTE, reduced from ¢ | —
$12 60 8 5ulb L0, cviecucecnccnna.an Suit
150 dozen PILLOW - CASES, well
made, of good muslin: sizes are ”C | DRAY DE PRINCESS SUITING, a @ "7.00
42x36 and 45x56 Inches: worth ‘ two-toned noveity, reduced from &’ ‘ —_
1214¢c each; sale price only....... Each $1250asuit to...cccuvenenccaceses Sult

Dress Stuifs

(Continued.)

SATIN STRIPE FANCY CHEVIOT,
reduced from $1050 a sult W

B2
T

Suit

BROCHE CHEVIOT, two-toned ef-
tects, reduced from $12 26 a sult

$52

Suit

FANCY TWO-TONED CORDETTES, =.25
reduced from $9456 a sult to e
e v T ga Sa ey S eT Y e sesassasces Suit

CREPON CHEVIOTS, two-toned ef- $".2
fects, reduced from 210 50 a suit J—
L04isereccacssscsscccsascsseie ocose suit

{

| POPELINE CREPONETTE. two- :").25
toned effects, reduced from .
$10 50 3 SUIL 10, .. ovencncnsnsncses Sult

M ANNETTE, fancy two-toned
striped effects, reduced from
$32asultto......ovnnnne

$15:

Suit

FRENCH CHEVRON, two-toned ef-
fects, reduced from $12 95 a suit

7-00
Suit

TWO-TONED FANCY CHEVRON,
reduced from $10 50 a suit to

3 faid

........................ Suit
BLACK MOHAIR JACQUARD. 42 $1.00
inches wide, extra heavy quality, € 1 —

| reduced from $150 to...uvuae seses Yard

BLACK SATIN DIAGONAL AND
PLAID, 42 inches wide, was a
good value at tue regular price,

$10

$150ayard; now....... Yard

casmrarinn

Underwear at
Special Prices.

LADIES®* MUSLIN GOWNS, tucked I"5C
and colored embroidery, trimmed. ‘
value at $1 25 each..............Now Each

LADIES MUSLIN DRAWERS,
tucked and trimmed with colored 459
emroidery to match ahove gowus, .
value 75¢ pair, sale price ......... Pair
LADIES’ MUSLIN DRAWERS,
tucked, hemstitched and embroi- 4 50
dery trimmed, value 75¢ pair,
sale price. ...ie.caennn Pair |
LADIES’ SANITARY VESTS AND r'qc !
DRAWERS, all wool, value at (.
$1 25 each, sale Price.....ccovuvene Each

CHILDREN’S GRAY WOOL MIXED

VESTS. high neck and long ,')(‘,(‘
sleeves, were 75c each, sale Jo
PriCe.cc.cccesace vessesnanaes exSwne oo Each
GENTY' NATURAL GRAY AND
CAMEL'S-HAIR SHIRTS AND 790
DRAWERS, value $1 each, sale e
PriCO..ccceccrevecccicnciscccacscacee Each
GENTS’ FANCY STRIPED WOOL
UNDERWEAR, heavy weight,
Shirtsand Drawers, all sizes, ac- 6"0
tual vaiune §1 a garment, aspecial 9]
at sale price Each
LADIES' FANCY STRIPED HOSE, ]()C
high-spliced heels and double .
toes, were 25¢ a pair, now........ Pair
CHILDREN’'S BLACK COTTON
HOSE. extra heavy. ribbed, dou- ] =C
ble heels and toes, good value at 19)
BOE B PRIT.ciosinecacsnesarasrieres Pair
LADIES’ EGYPTIAN COTTON
VESTS, Jersey ribbed, with high ()90
heck and long sleeves, value at P |
60c each, 8218 Price.....cecievnene Each |

EXTRA SALES PEOPLE ENGAGED FOR THIS WEEK'S GREAT SALE OF AUCTION GOODS.

In connection with the Cl

on November 22. There

on that occasion at forced
f were among the largest b

‘ just arrived.
| || pose of them at once.

i | we will this week offer an immense
purchase of Domestics from the great
PEREMPTORY TRADE SALE of Bliss,
Fabyan & Co., held in New York City

packages of Domestic Cotton Goods sold

goods have been delayed and have only
Read our prices to dis-

earance Sale

were 16,000 |
prices. We I
uyers. The

O S=

THIRD WEEK
GREAT WINTER |

——

o
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]

AP,

E

CLEARANCE
SALE!

Miscellaneous.

WRITING PAFPER, 24 sheets or
satin finished paper, with envel-

]ﬂ(r g

opes to match, worth 25¢.,.,.,.. A Box
#

SILK WINDSOR TIES. hemstitched :

end, 12 different solid colors, a 910 g

value at 25¢ each, on sale at half 1_-,- ,{4

Price. . veeesccies essses Sbenbsavinte . Each
FEATHER BOAS. The few remain-

ing nhave been marked helow cost Below

to close *hem out. Price them

when you come this week,... . ... Cost

LADIES’ GLOVES, 4.button lengths. = =0
dressed kid, tans, browns and black, €)¢)

vaiue $1 a pair, on sale at. ..., Pair
SILK tl‘ﬂ?A\'F:P. TRIMMINGS, The

entire remaining stcck of thes

trimmings have been great r3 ‘::\:t

duced iu price to close them out, T.ess

SQLID COLOR SILK BRAID. Cash.
mere colors, mixe¢ with ti i

LISLE THREAD GLOVES, with a
finish resembling Snede Gloves
both to the touch and eye
at least 25¢ a pair. ,.....

EMBROIDERIES. The jarge assort-
ment of Embroideries, in lots, is
still complete. Now 1s the oppor-
tunity for making undergarments
for Spring, Prices are now 3¢, 5c¢,
T7i4c. 10¢, 12l5¢, 15¢, 20c, 25¢C
and 50¢ a yard.

TRANR.

)

Lrinan

J1 8

INCORPORATED

037, 039 and ¢41 Market Street,

SAN FRANCISCO.

FRISCO’S BUSY STORE.

¢y

|
To-morrow begins the Third Week of I
our GREAT ANNUAL WINTER CLEAR-
ANCE SALE and still there is noabate- ||
ment in the interest of the public. First
class goods at three-quarters, one-halif |
and in many cases one-third of their |
real value, is our way of attracting cus- |
tomers and
prices given this week are only sam- |
ples of the great reductions in ail de- |
partments.

AER AR

I

increasing trade. The |

ILLEGAL FISHING.

Fines for Netting Fish in
Russian River.

Result of the Trial Held at Santa
Rosa—Silva’s Explanatory Letter
to ¢ The Call.”

For some years past the Russlan River,
which is one of the finest streams of water
adjacent to this city, has been totally bar-
ren of salmon or trout, and as & matter of
fact the Fish Commissioners investigated
the cause for this ratherstrangestate of af-
fairs and wererewarded by the information
that the parent fishes which populate the
stream were being caught in their run
from salt to fresh water by fishermen who
had nets stretched atthe mouth of the
river during the running season, and in
such & way as to precluds the fishes from
reaching their breeding grounds.

The residents of Sonoma and Marin
counties were powerless to check the an-
pual slaughter of fish, as there was no
law, either State or loca!, that protected
either steelheads or salmon from being
netted in their ascent to the headwaters of
the stream.

The Supervisors of Sonoma County
were wsited upon by resident sportsmen
and anglers, who were very emplatic In
their language against the canture of steel-
heads and other edible fishes by fisher-
men who existed principally on the money
they derived during the winter seasoun from
the capture of fish at the mouth of the
Russian River. The Supervisors, at the
request of the sportsmen, had a law
passed immediately making it a misde-
meanor to catch fish by means of nets in
the tidewaters of the Russian River.

Notices to this effect were posted in con-
spicuous places, but the fishermen laughed
at the idea of capture and continued to tish
just the same as usunal without evidencing
the least fear of arrest. THe CALL gave
the particulars of the capture of eight nets,
and on Friday the trial of A, B. Silva,
who appears te be the leader of the trans-
gressors, was held at Santa Rosa, the
county seat, before Justice Brown.

Assistant District Attorney Leppo rep-
resented the people and J. . Oates the
detendant. he defense was entirely

upon the constitutionality of the ordinance.
The Justice overruled the objections and
the case being submitted after the hearing
of the evidence for the people Silva was
found guilty and fined $75. Silva gave
notice that he intends to appeal the case,
but the representatives of the commission
and the people of Santa Rosa and sur-
rounding country are pleased with the
result of the trial. . :

Avpropos of the capture of nets and the
feeling of the people of the country inter-
ested in the matter, which has been fully
explained in THE CALL, the following
letter from Silva will be read with much
interest by the commissioners and anglers
alike:

Editor Call: 1 was arrested a few days ago
for what the Fish Commissioners are pleased
to term “‘illegal fishing” in Russian River, and
m¥ net confiscated.

n your issue of January 2 is a fearfully and
wonderfully garbied account of the affair and
my motive In writing you 1s to correct some of
the errors and place things in a proper light
lest the civilized world—the newspapers have
given the aflair great publicity—should con-
clude that the fishermen ou Russian River are
a set of desperadoes.

1o the first place, the “exciting time,” as THE
CALL bas It, did not occur ai Cazadero. Caza-
dero1s not vn Russian River, nor does any of
the “miscellaneous crowd” live or camp at
Cazadero. In the second piace, Mr. Wllson aid
not “take possession of a boal belonging to a
resident of Cazadero,” for the reason that he
(Mr. Wilson) was seven and a balf miles away
from Cazadero when he cnlnged boats. He,
for some cause or otber, left his boat at Dun-
cans Mmill landing and took my boat, which was
u,loorea there, and contibued on down the
river.

Of all Price 25 cents a box.
E New = Canal St.
feld 1y WebuMo Tux.. |

Whiie Mr, Wilson was gone some one, and

all respectable fishermen here deprecate the
act, shot sevesal bullets through his boat while
it lay tbere, partly pulled out on the river-
bauk. So it will be seen tha: Mr. Wilson, who
was probably two or three miles away from the
scene of the shooting, was in no davger what-
ever,

There 1s no respectable man or woman here
who finds fault with the Fish Commissioners
for doing their duty. It 1s the outrageous and
arbitrary laws which the State and county
legislaiures inflict upon the people that fault is
found with. All legislation seems to be
agaiust those who are so unfortunate as to be
poor and are trying to make a living witliont
having to resort to highway robbery or petty
larceny, or both.

With regard to the Fish Commlssioners, how-
ever, there is one thing upon which the people
here would llke to have some light.

G. Watsou, Deputy Fish Commlssioner, 1is
drawing a pension from the United States Gov-
ernment for loss of eyesight, and as he 1is fre-
quently seen going about here with a Win-
chester rifle on his shoulder the people marvel
greatly and wonder to what us« that weapon,
or auny other weapon, could be put by a blind
man, also why a blind mao should be appolnted
Deputy Fish Cominissioner. A. B. SILVA.

The report as published in THE CALL
was from an interview with a representa-
tive of the commission and according to
the testimony adduced at the trial the in-
formation received was pretty near correct.
Mr. Wilson proved that he was wide
awake to the situation when he took pos-
session of Silva’s boat, as by so doing he
focled the poachers who were illegally
fishiug at the mouth of the river. \When
the fishermen’s friends discovered the
trick Wilson bad played on them they rid-
dled his boat with bullets, It is certainly
about time that illegal fishing on the Rus-
sian River was stopped, and the Commis-
sioners can rest assured ihat the better
class of ci'izens of Sonoma County are in
favor of having Russian River stocked
with edible and gamy fishes.

STAMPS AS AN INVESTMENT.

Sentiment and logic combine to give
what to many seems an inexplicable
stabillty to stamp-collecting. Not ' the
least potent of the materialistic reasons
that help to sustain the popularity of this
hobby is the knowledge that with advan-
cing time a collection, even without addi-
tions being made to it, grows in value and
becomes a good investment. This is true
wore particularly of the better class, or
higher priced, stamps, and the reason
thereof is clear and simple. While the
rarer stamps do not increase in number,
but, If anything, grows less with each
succeeding year, the number of collectors
is constantly increasing, and in the past
few years in much greater proportion than
population. 7Thus the supply is kept
stationary or decreases, while the demand
is ever waxing.

1t is proper at this point to call attention
to the distinction between speculative
stamps and those that come under the
bead of sound investments. Of the first
mentioned the stamps are bought with the
purpose of making a quick turn in the
market, while the iatter may be purchased
with the idea of making profit from them
by reason of the almost certain future and
permanent enhancement of their value,

So strongly imbued with the value of
stamps as an investment is a local collect-
or, that he has repeatedly refused to in-
sure his life, claiming that the sameamount
of money put iuto stamps, even with the
exercise of ordinary judgment, will in a
few years give returns more satisfactory
than a life insurance policy. That there is
some logic in this view is shown by the
regular and ofttimes great increase iu the
values of many specimnens, fifty to 100 per
cent being a not uncommon increase in the
course of two or three years.

A few notable examples of remarkable
advances in the price of stamps are Lere
given,

Frequent reference has been made of the
2-cent circular British Guiana, which
brought $1010 at auction last season.
When F. de Cappet, whose property this
was, purchased it for about £50, or $250, in

ndon a few years ago, he crealed sur-
prise and a feeling of misgiving among his
philatelic friends at what they were
pleased to term his rash extravagance, but
his judzment was proven sound as subse-
quent developments showed. At the time
he paid this price for what he considered
to be a philatelic gem, it was something

rare for astamp to change hands at any-

thing over $100: to-day there are quite a !

number of rarities gracing the albums of
collectors in this and other countries that
have cost in excess of this amount.

Another striking instance was the sale
at anction in New York City last month
of two stamps—the United States J0-cent
green envelops stamp of 1857 on white
paper and the same stamp on buff paper—
for $131, which had cost the previous
owner but 835 a year ago.

But the best evidence of the value of
stamps as an invesiment is found in the
catalogues now issued each year. What is
known as the *Standard” was placed in
circulation about the first of the year, and
a comparison of some of the prices now
quoted therein with those quoted in the
edition of two years ago shows most inter-
esting results,

Most important to the collectors of this
country are, of course, the stamps of the
United States, and there are consequently
vastly more of these hoarded as invest-
ments than of any other kind.

Beginning with the earlier issue it is
found that the 5-cent brown of 1851 has
aavanced from $10 to $20; the 3-cent pink,
1861, from 25 cents to $3; 5-cent vellow,
1861, from $10 to 815: 3-cent rose, entirely
gritled from $15 to $25; 90-cent blue, 1868,
frem 810 to $15; 24-cent, 1869, from 83 to
fsssp; 9-cent newspaper, 1875, from $2 50
0O S0

In the department stamps the rise has
been phenomenal all along the line, except
in those of the War Department., The
complete set of agriculture jumped from
$7 20 to §16 65; executive, from $18 to $25;
justice, from €15 75 to $34 45; navy, from
817 30 to $29 10; State, excepting the 85,
$10 and $20, from $15 35 to §28; treasury,
fsléol,lil $6 23 to §9 63; war, from $1 65 to

In this catalogus the celebrated Colum-
bian stamps received for the first time
what may be called their authoritative
market value, and according to the prices
fixed those who have invested in them
bave no cause to regret their venture.
The prices here mentioned are for can-
celed specimens. The 1c and 2¢ are priced
at1cent; the 3c, 4¢c and 5c at 3 cents; the
6c at 6 cents; the 8¢ at 8 cents; the 10c at
S.cents: the 15¢, 302 and 50¢c at face; the
81 at 81 20; $2 at $2350; $3 at §350; 84 at
$450; $5 at 5 50. The dollar values are
quoted alike for used or unused specimens.

Only second in interest to the Columbian
stamp were those issued by the Hawaiian
Provisional Government, ana they were
equally the obJects of speculation and in-
vestment. As a speculation they proved
highly profitable, and there is every indi-
cation that thev will als¢ prove money-
makers for those coutent to bide their
time. Though the face value of the twen-
ty-one varieties issued is but $3 01, the set
is now catalogued at $13 08. As the Dole
administration has already arranged for a
complete new issue, the Provisionals will
shortly become obsolete, and a further
marked advance in their value may be
looked for when the next standard cata-
logue is issued.

Among the most striking changes in the

rice of foreign stamps is in the 5’s of St.

incent, which went from $650 to
$17 50. Reference has oniy been made to
the more radical enhancement of values
that has taken place in the past two years,
and there are innumerable instances
where stamps have increased from 20 per
cent to 50 per cent in this period—not &
bad return on an investment of any kind.

There are, however, a few cases where
there has been a decline, but they are very
few. One of these exceptions concerned
the Knoxville (Tenn.) 5-cent blue on
white envelope. A year ago this sold at
auction in New York for $171, and when
offered In the same city at auction a
month ago it brought but $82. This it is
only fair to attribute to unfavorable cir-
cumstances rather than to the real phila-
telic value of the label. Then, again, in
the catalogue is found a serious drop in
the vrices of the three highest values of
the United States 1875 newspaper stamps
the 8§36 declined from $30 to 825, the $48
go;nww to $30, and the $60 from $50

A Fragrant Breath and Pearly Teeth
Are easily attained, and those who fail to avail
themselves of the meauns should not complain
when d of gross 1 The SOZODONT
will speedily eradicate the cause of a foul breath,
beautifying and preserving the teeth to the oldest
age.

SCIENTIFIC NOTES.

In the use of mixed gases for lantern pur-
poses the question sometimes arises as (o
whether coal gas or pure hydrogen Is most
readily exploded in case of a rise of tempera-
ture. An Important contribution to our knowl-
edge has recently be¢n made by Professor Vie-
tor Meyer. It was found that with pure bhy-
drogen and oxygen the initial temperature
required to cause explosion varied between 612
deg. and 686 deg., no difference being found
whetber the gases be dry or moist. The pres-
ence of platinum foll prevented explosion,
quick combustion always took place even when
a temperature of 715 deg. was reached. When
hydro-carbons were used with oxygen it was
found that the temperature nreded to induce ex-
plosion was lower the greater amount of carbon
present. 1Thus the mean temperatures of explo-
sions with methane, ethane and propane were
657 deg.. 616 deg. and 547 deg. resvectively.
1t will thus be seen that whatever the ditference
may amount to in practice it is a fact that pure
hydrogen and oxygen will be more difficuit to
explode than mixtures of coal gas and oxygen.

Dr. Langley of the Smithsonian Institution
advances a new theory as to the nature of
wind which he thinks goes a long way toward
determining the ultimate possibility of me-
chanica! flight. The wind is pot, the doctor
says, even an approximately uniform moving
mass of air, but coosists of a succession of
very brief pulsations, varying in amplitude,
and, relatively to the mean movement of the
wind, In direction also. Once launched into
the mean veloeity of the wind a flying machine,
therefore, if it bad the power to vary its Incli-
pation, could take advantage of the varying
velocity and direction of the wind. Falling
with the slower wind it would accumulate the
energy which it would have 10 expena in ris-
ing with the higher, and thus become capable
of mdefinite sustainment or advance. It would
require, however, an even more intimate
knowledge and quick perceptlion of the cur-
rents of the air than a mariner possesses as to
the currents of the sea.

A new automatic system of lighting and ex-
tinguishing street gas lamps has been invented,
says the Scientific American. Each lamp is
supplied with two sal-ammoniac batteries and
a spark coil, placed in an fron box burled in the
ground at the foot of the post. In the lantern
is a minlature gasholder of about two cubie
inches capacity, pivoted on a hinge and held
down by welghts, and directly over this holder
is an automatic gaslighter. Two wires connect
the lighter and the batterles. When 1t Is de-
sired to light the lamps of a city it is only neces-
sary to open the valve connecting one of the
large gasholders at the works direet with the
gas main. This increases the gas pressure all
over the city and causes the gasholders in the
lamps to it up against a platinum stop and
thus close the local battery circult at each
point. The automatic lighter 1s by this means
supplied with & current and turns on and ligh ts
the gas. The repeating of the same operation
will extinguish the lights.

Two Holland Inventors have devised a method
for sterilizing milk by the aid of the eleetric
current. There have been brought forward re-
cently many proposals to steriiize water in this
way, but milk bas proved a much more difficult
flula, because of the large amount of pabulum
for micro-organism which it contains. The
milk to be sterilized is submitied to the action
of a strong alternating current, which 1s ap-
plied to the milk in ordinary dairy utensils.
The process may, however, be worked contlnu-
ously by passing the milk at a suitable rate
through a narrow trough, fitted with a series of
metallie plates connected with the poles of the
source of electricity. 1It1s claimed that by this
method all microbes that may be present iu the
milk, whether derived from the alr, the cans, or
diseased cows, are destroyed, and that the risk
of transmitting infectious maladies through this
medium is obviated.

The voleano El Calbuco, In the Andes, has
renewed its activily, says a recént pumber of
Nature, afier having remained dormant during
all the memory of man. Some months ago
columns of vapor began to lssue from the
crater, thelr escape being accompanied by the
usual subterranean noises, seismic movements
and electrical phenomena. This stage was fol-
lowed by the ejection of scorial aud rock frag-
ments, which burned up the surrounding
woods and raised the temperature of the
grouud to a bigh state. At the present time

E'lhe voleano 1Is in fuli play. Lava has lssued
from the sides of the eone and flowed down to
the base, forming streams of molten rock,
which bave barred the way of torrents and
changed the directions of rivers.

That the continent of Europe 1s passing
through a cold period has been pointed out by
M. Flammarion, the French astronomer. Says
the Scientific American concerning the matter:
During the past six years the mean tempera-
ture of Paris has been about two degrees below
the normal. and Great Britain, Belgium, Spain,
Italy, Austria and Germany bLave also been
growing cold. The change seems to have been
in progress in France for a long time, the
growtn of the vine baving been forced far south-
ward since the thirteenth century, and a simi-
lar cooling has beeén observed as far away as
Rio de Janeiro, where the annual temperature
has been going down for some years past.

A scheme of eiectric lighting by power de-
rived from refuse is to be tried in Harrowga e,
England. After the incombustible material
has been sifted out the refuse 1s subjected to a
drying process which extracts nearly one-third
of its weight in moisture. The fine dust 1s then
sifted out of it, and what remaios is used as
fuel for the steam boilers which supply power
to the electric motors. The fine dust 1s said to
form a valuable manure, and the consulting
engineer thinks that the metal separated from
the refuse might be reduced to copp-ras, while
the rags would be avallable for paper manu-
facture.

A new method of using electrie lights in halls,
reading-rooms, ete., has been inveuted by an
Epglish manufacturer. He baa found the in-
candescent light to be not much superior to gas
for illuminating purposes, while the are lamp
threw sharply defined shadows. It therefore
occurred to him simply to invert the carbons in
the arc lamp, 80 tbat ibe positive carbon [rom
which most of tne light proceeded should
radiate toward the whitewashed ceiling and
thus reflect an evenly diffused light througiout
the room. When the strengih of the light is
considered the system is cheaper than gas.

In arecent issue of the New York Medical
Journal, Dr, W. W. Skinner, who has bad long
experience as a ship’s surgeon, described a
method of curing seasickness, which be has
found in most cases to be reliable and success-
ful. It consists in the subcutaneous ipjection
of from one-balf to cne milligramme of atro-
pine and one milligramme of strychnine dis-
solved in water. The formula Is:

Atropin. sulphat.......e cocesnssenss 0.03 gramme.
Strychnin. sulpha 0.04 gramms.
Aquam menth. plp.. 40.00 grammes,

The art of cockery bids fair to transfer itself
%o the domain of the exact sciences. Electriclty
is to be blamed for it. To the electrical cOOk-
ing apparatus which has been in vogue soms
time is now added a graduated thermometer, by
the ald of which the chef de cuisiné can regu-
late the heat for his various foods ai will. This
will necessitate much intimaie xuot‘vledge on
the cook’s partof the amount of Fabrenheit
necessary to the preparation of gacn 100d, This
agaln will necessitate long trainlog—perhaps
even school aiseipline.

Dr. Brurchettine, a distingulshed Itallan spe-
cialist, claims to bave dis@gvered the bacllius
which produces wfluenza, aud also to have
found a method for inoculating from the
disease. As yet his experimenis have been
confined to rabbvits. By the application of cul-
tures of blood-serum filtered by what is called
wRBerkefield’s meihod” he has succeeded in
rendering the animals 1mmune to the attacks
of the Influenza bacillus; and the blood-serum
taken from animals so Immuned renders other
animals proof agalnst infection.

A substitution for window glass is now chron
Icled among important recent inventions. It is
manufactured of bichromated gelatine, and i3
as transiucent as opal glass. 1t reflects the
rays of the sun, is tough and flexible, bends
without breaking, is not injured by frost and
will not discolor in water. A bad conductor of
heat, exposed to the air it becomes sironger and
stronger.

The first horse was brought to this con-
tinent in 1518. Now there are in the
Unlied States alone 14,056,750, valued at
$941,000,000.

SaY, girls, if you want to fool that best fellow.
just ask him to give you his package of White's
Yucatan Gum, when he asks you 10 be excused for

a moment between acts, See?



