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“THE CALL’'S” PREMIUM.

Part 3 of “Picturesque California” is
now ready for distribution to subseribers
upon terms set forth by announcement
elsewhere in this issue.

A work of sueh high merit from artistic
and literary points of view has never
before been offered by any daily journal
in the worid., It is of permanent value
and ought to have a place in esery house-
hold on the Pa

SUGAR.
The tariff bill as proposed by the House
places both raw and refined sugar on the

free list. Under the present law the raw
is free and the refined subjeet to a duty of
one-half a cent a pound. This half cent
has enabled American sugar refiners to do
the work of refining. If the duty is re-
moved it is probable that foreign refineries
will compete successfully with home estab-
lishments. The sugar trust may in this
way be broken up, but at the partial or
entire Joss of a valuable industry. It does
pot foliow either that sugar would be
cheaper to consumers, as foreign trusts,
when American competition was broken
up, wight be as hard to deal with as our
own. A duty of one centa pound on raw
sugarand one cent and a quarter on re-
fined would keep both branches of the
sugar industry on their feet, The profits
reported on the productions of raw sugar
with a bounty o! two cents a pound war-
rant the assumption that the industry may
be made to pay with improved machinery
under a one-cent rate of duty. The men
who have enzaged in that industry in the
last two or three veers have acquired ex-
perience which will save some costly blun-
dera. They know more about the business
than they did and can get along with less
protection. The quarter of a cent will
hold the refinery business in this country,
The profits at half a cent have been enor-
mous. Asarevenue of $35,000,000 could
be obtained {romn sugzar at a one-cent duty
for raw and a cent and a quarter for
refined it would seem a wise move on the
part of the Senate to amend the House
bill to that effect,

RAISIN-GROWERS.

The Fresno Ezpositor urges the raisin-
growers and business men of that city to
attend a meeting announced for next Satar-
day the purpose of which is 10 adopt meas-
ures that will secure to producers a fair
return for their next year’s crop. There
is more money for the raisin-growers in a
successful solution of the problem they
have grappled than would seem to people
who have not given close attention to the
market reports at each end of the trade.
The raisin-grower receives an average of
less than 5 cents a pound for his produet,
while the Eastern consumer pays an aver-
age of 25 cents. An advance of 3 cents a
pound to the producer would constitute the
difference between a losing business and a
paying one. From what source is this 3
cents to be gained? The Ezpositor says:

1he only diflicuity is in getilug a common
understanding between the banks, which have
the idle money, and the growers who bavethe
crop to di<pose of. In order to arrive atan
understanding It is necessary to look at the
problem from a business man’s standpoint and
arrange for such a disposition of the crop that
it will become good security for the money that
1s needed by the growers to carry them along
and prevent them from betng compeiled to
throw thelr goods on the market at inopportune
times.

Twenty cents, or even 15 cents, is a large
profit to be made out of a 5-cent produet.
There 18 no neeessity for provision for
heavy loss. Raisins properly packed are

-as safe from damage as any other merchan-
dGise. None of the risks attending the ship-
ment of green fruit add to the cost of
baudling raisins, The indusiry is one of
considerable present magni ude and greater
possinbilities, There were 27,000,000 pounds
of raisins imported last year and sold in
markets reached by our raisin-growers.
The demand woyld be materially decreased
were prices to consumers made to corre-
pond with the prices obtained by producers.

DEAR LABOR.

A experiment in New York in the em-
ployment of convicts in roadmuking has
not turned out so well as was hoped,
The convicts manifest a decided dis- osi-
tion to run away when opportunity offers.
The cost of search and recapture is

- eharged to the road, and also the cost of
the guards. Apart from this is the feeling
of uneasiness in the neighborhood resuit-

ing from eseapes. While the first cost of
the labor is low enough the incidentals
count up. When there are thousands of
unemployed men in all the States it does
not seem wise policy to employ convicts
to do work that bcnest laborers would
gladly do.

GEORGE WILLIAM CHILDS.

The materials for a biography of the
late Mr. Childs are superabundant, but
they are not always as aecurale as they
are copious. This eriticism will apply
even to the volume published a few years
ago at Philadelphia. All accounts of him
say that he was born in Baltimore in 1829,
but those who knew him in his youth aver
that he was born in Eungland, a few years
before that date.

His working life began when he became
a clerk in a bookstore in Philadephia. We
next find him, while still very young, part
owuper of a store and a partner of one of
the Petersons in the publishing business.
The Petersons were three in number, all
vublishers aund authors. Theyv started
Peterson’s Magazine and also Graham’s
Magazine «nd published in cheap form many
of the leading Euglish novels of the day
There was a time when they were rivals.
of the Harpers. With them George W,
Childs was associated; he married the
daughter of one of them, her mother
being a Bouvier. The war found him
well to do, with a fairly prosperous busi-
ness. He sold out of the firm, and with
his money bought the Ledger, which was
a daily with an established position, buta
limited income,

It was then that Childs showed what
was in him, He immediately doubled the
price of his paper and made every depart-
went better than the same department in
any other paper in Philadeiphia. He pub-
lished the best war correspondence, the
best commercial articles, the best literary
and dramatic eriticisms, the best articles
on science, art and music, the most schol-
arly editorials, and, ip course of time, the
superiority of the Ledger to its rivals be-
gan to tell. He was a Republican in poli-
tics and was always a member of the party
in good standing, but he never allowed
offensive partisanship toshow in his paper.
He used to say that bis duty required him
to tell the truth, but he never forgot that
be was making a paper for the whole peo-
ple of Pbpiladelphia regardless of party.
While he laid down for himself this plat-
form of principie, he was keenly alive to
the wvalue of personal popularity as an
element of business success. He was nat-
urally a kiodly, genial man. He now laid
himself out to make friends. He gradually
won the esteem and affection of the entire
body of his fellow-citizens. Like Mr.
Abell of Baltimore, he had no enemies but
tie vicious, the disloyal aud the depraved.
His pame headed every subscription list,
His hand was always in his pocket for the
relief of distress. Philadelphia realized
that he was a worthy successor of Girard
and she gave bim all she had to give—an
unswerving support.

Under his control the Ledger for many
years acquired such a mobnopoly of the
advertising busipess of the city that there
was little left for its rivals. Dy degrees
the advertisements in the Ledger so com-
pletely superseded all other departments
in importance that it was possible to relax
the vigor Mr. Childs had originally be-
stowed on them, and the influence of the
paper declined as its income increased.
But Mr, Childs was careful to maintain
Lis personal popularity of prestige, He
was always doing liberal and generous
acts. He became the close intimate of
President Grant, and paid the chief ex-
penses of bis journey round the world.
Ha presented a memorial fountain 7o
Stratford-on-Avon in Eopgland. He gave
a stained-glass window to Westminster
Abbey in commewmoration of Cowper.
Another memorial window he put in the
church at Bromham ip henor of Thomas
Moore. He raised a mooument over the
grave of Edgar Allan Poe. He gave
€5000 for the Childs-Drexel Home for
Priuters at Colorado Springs. He was one
of the chief promoters of the Philadelphia
Museum, the Zoological Gardens and the
School of Industrial Arts.

This was a man to whom a bright, clear
mind and habits of industry had brougnt
wealth, and who used his wealth to benefit
his fellow-creatures, to glorify human
knowledge and to win for himself an im-
perishable name. His career gives the lie
to the accepted notion that no successful
journalistcan be popular, and that a news-
paper editor who does his duty to the pub-
lic does 80 at the cust of friendships and
with the certainty of enmities. No Phila-
delphian could count so few enemies and
50 many friends as George William Childs,

RAILROAD BUSINESS.

The Interstate Commerce Commission
has just issued a preliminary report of the
income and expenditures of railways in
the United States for the year ending
June 30, 1803. It reveals the rather sur-
priging fact that though the hard times
began to be feit last spring, the business
of the railroads continued to Increase
throughout tne fiscal year, The gross
earnings per mile of road in 1892-93 were
$7443, as against $7213 in 1891.92, $6801 In
1890-91, and $6725 in 1889-90; and the net
earnings per mile exhibit a corresponding
progressive increase.

The mosi interesting department ot the
revort to us on this coast is that which
relates to the performance of group X of
the railroad system, which embraces 9330
miles on the western slope of the great
range and in the adjacent southern Terri-
torles. This group earned gross in 1892-93
$55,951,787, at a cost for operating ex-
penses of $36,672,772, leaving $19,279,015
for net earnings. There was a failing off
in the netearnings, as compared with the
previous year, of about $1,200,000, Two-
thirds of the mileage in the system belong
to the Southern Paclific, which reports
6603 miles overated, Including 1765 miles
which are included in group IX. These
6603 miles of track earned gross in 1892-93
$47,304.114, at a cost of $30,138,189 for
operating expenses, leaving net earnings
equal to $17,255,930—about $700,000 less
than the net earnings of 1801.92, The de-
ductions from the net income for interest
on bonds, rents, taxes, etc., amounted to
£1,500,000 more thau that income, so that
there were no dividends for the stock
eitber in 1892-93 or in 1891.92. Three
years 3go it appeared probable that the
gross income of the system would perma-
nently range above the figure of fifty
millions, which it had already reached.
But there seems to have been some flaw in
the caleulation the growth of ths busi-
ness did not come up to expectation,

The Atiantic and Pacifie, of the Atchi.
son systen, earned gross in 1892.93
$3,402,877, at a cost for operating of
§2,996,063, avd the net was of course in-
sufficient to meet interest account. Why
the operating expenses on the Atlantic
aod Pacific shonld be so much heavier
rroportionately than those of the Southern
Pacific is not explained.

A comparison between our leading rail-
roads and those of the East is interesting
and instructive. The New York Central
and Hudson River, with a mileage of 2108,
earned gross last year $46,336,947, or within
a million of the money earned by our
Southern Pacific with thrice the mileage,
The operating expenses were about the
same on both roads, and the net earnings

on the Eistern road were 815.700.00‘('), as
against $17,200,000 for the Calforcia cor-
poration., The Pennsylvania road, with a
mileage of 2728 miles, earned gross $69,697,-
109 at a cost of $49,061,355 for operating
expenses, leaving a net income of $20,635,-
754. The New York Central earned more
net money in 1892-93 than in 1891-92, the
Pennsylvania corporation $1,300,000 less.
A contrast is presented by the Baltimore
and Ohio, which, with 2031 mileage, only
earned $26,261,982, and spent $19,04i,982
for operating expruses, thus bringing down
its net income to £7,720,000. The misfor-
tune whieh has overtaken that corporation
is thus explained.

The people of the United Srates paid last
year for railroad service $&1,085,685,201—
abount three times the average income of
the'General Government. Railroad tr:ffic
is, all things considered, about as safea
gauge of commercial activity as we pos-
sdss—the first to rise when times prighten,
the first to fall when they areclouded.
Twenty years ago the toial gross earnings
of our railroad system were $3526,000,000,
something less than half what they were
in 1892.93, But the commerce, Industry
and production of the country are showp
by the census to be fully twice as great as
they were in 1872.73.

AN AMERICAN IN AFRICA.

The work of expioring equatorial Afriea
was sketched by Stanley; the mapping of
the country was left to others. Cne of
those who volunteered to undertake a
share of it was ther American, William
Astor Chauler, of the Astor family of New
Yoik; bis position at the present time
gives rise to uneasiness as a dispateh
from Zanzibar states that he has been de-
serted by his men.

The region which ke proposed tn ex-
plore was the neighborhood of Mount
Kenia, thesnow-clad mountain which tow-
ers 18.000 feet above the level of the sea,
about 100 miles south of the equator and
two or three hundred miles east of Vieto-
ria Lake. From Victoria Lzke to the
Somali country all is virgin land. It is
known that it is densely peopled, that
camels and asses abound at the set-
tlements and that the streams are
full of bippopotami. But between the peo-
ple of this region and Europeans there has
never been any intercourse. Exploring
and surveying parties on the coast have
been repeiled by violence. There are a
few caravan routes in the northeastern
portion over which Arab slive-traders
convey Galla girls to the market on the
Bab-el-Mandeb; but the map recently
publisied in Loncéon to show the
paths frequented by the slave-dealers re-
veals no trace of them in the gouth. From
Cape Guardafui ‘0 Magadoxo on the coast
and along the line of the equator to the
lakes stretches a vast region four times as
large as England and Wales of which we
know absolutely nothing.

Mr. Chanler provosed to establish a base
of operations on the flank of Mount
Kenia. He started with 125 men 1n Sep-
tember, 1892, by way of the Tana River,
which takes 1ts rise in the slope «f Mount
Kenia and empties into the Indian Ocean
at Formosa Bay. The next year he spent
in exploring the country adjacent to the
equator, within sight of Mount Kenia.
He found tribes whieh had never seen a
white man, other tribes which were irre-
claimable savages, and could only be
approached rifle in hand; others so low
in the scale of eivilization that they lived
on locusts and wild honey. On September
20, 1893, he wrote to the Lonuon Geographi-
cal Journal that he was ten miles north
of the equator, awaiting a re-enforcement
of men with supplies from Z:nzibar to
pursue his task. He still had at that time
his original force of 125 men. This is the
last direct news received from him; but
the dispatch above referred to states that
instead of being re-enf.rced, he has lost
by desertion the mer he had.

It is hardly likely that the Europeanson
the coast will permit him to fail for w=nt
of a suitable force, especially as he is
amply able to pay for them. 7The mouth
of the Tana and a strip of coast north
and south thereof is in Eunglish hands;
further south, from Mombosa to Zanzi-
bar, the Germans claim control. Either of
the two could raise a considerable force of
fighting Africans if means were forth-
coming to support them. Thus it is not
likely, though it i8 possible, that we shall
presently hear of Chanler relief expe-
ditions.

The ultimate problem which Mr. Chanler
and other explorers of eastern equatorial
Africa propose to solve is the past history
of the races which inhabit that region.
There are passages in the history of
ancient Egypt and of Palestine which
have led to conjectures that in the dark
and distant prehistoric davs powerful
nations existed in what we call the Somali
country. How far Ethiopia extended
southward we have no means of knowing.
It certainly embraced Aby-sinia. At Mas.
sowah and Kassala the belief that the
Queen of Sheba was an Abyssinian prin-
cess is still unshaken, If she was, Abys-
sinia mwust have enjoyed in her time a
civilization higher than it presents to-day.
All through the early history of Egypt
incidents reveal a constant pressure from
the southeast upon the valley of the Nile,
implying the existence in the present
Somali country of a civilization hostile to
that of Egypt and of aggressive miiltary
tribes. It will be the business of Mr.
Chanler and of those who assist him in his
explorations to ascertain whetber any
monuments of that civilization survive to
the present day.

INCREASE IN THE GOLD SUPPLY.

A writer in the January Forum seems
to imagine that he has coutributed to the
solution of the silver problem by assuming
a considerable increase in the goid supply
of the world. South Africa has rapidly
approached the United States and Aus-
tralia, and promises in a vear or two 1o
become the first gold-producing country in
the world., IIf South Africa realizes ex.
peciations it is estimated that the annual
amount of gold available for money pur-
poses may, in a few years, reach $100,000,-
000. The present total supply is about
$138,000,000 & year, the requirements for
other than money purposes being about
$75,000,000. It appears, therefore, that
tnere is a chance that after a few years
there may be an unnual increase of from
$35,000,000 to $40,000,000 in the stock of
gold money in the world.

This increase would have about the
same influence on the money question
that a difference between a fair wheat crop
in California and a short one would have
upon the grain markets of Europe. Every
grain counts, but there must be an ac-
cumulation of grains betore the effect is
aporeciable, The present stock of gold
mouey is about §3,600,000,000. The annual
additions to the stock are nearly enough
to $60,000,000. The loss in one way and
another is not far from $7,000,000. The
Forum writer assumes that if the yearly
increase 1s $100,000,000 instead of $60,000,-
000, the steck of gold will be sufficient to
serve as the metallic basis for the cur-
rency with whieh the world’s business is
done, If the rate of lpcrease should be
continued balf a ¢entury it would have iis
effect. The increased stock of gold would
in some smail part compensats for the loss

of money involved by the demonollntlouj

of silver. But the silver problem will
not wait half a century for a solution. It
is at this day a very pressing problem.
Gold is rising, silver falling, and com-
modities falling with silver. The creditor
class have the producers and the debtors
by the throat. Everv year adds to the
purchasing power of money, but takes not
a mile from the pumber of dollars a debtor
has to pav. If there were no debts,
thi# fall in wages and vrofits mignt
find compensasion in the fall in the price
of living; but it happens that the world
is sadly in debt. Tne national debts of
five European pations are estimated in
round numbers at £20,000,000,000. Interest
on this vast sum has to'be paid annually
v gold, and labor has 1o pay it. For
every increazse in the purchasing power of
money there is a corresponding increase
in the number of days a man las to work
to get the meney to pay interest on na-
tional debts with. South Africa, under
the existing conditions, seems a rather
remote solution of the money problem.

NEWS FROM ABROAD.

The Visalia Deita has 8 San Franeisco
correspondent who apparently sees foot-
pads at a distance. It is stated that both
men and women are engaged in this busi-
ness and ply it in the daytime as boldly as
after dark. The belief is also expressed
that the papers here do not tell of cne-half
the robberies ana assaunlts that take place,
the whole truth being really too bad to
“make public.” According to the belief
of men in a position to know the truth one-
half the footpad operations reported are
without actual foundation. A good many
have been investigated and found to be
spurious. That there have been quite a
number of these vucrages will be admitted.
But the truth is bad enough. Correspon-
dents would do better to exercise their in-
ventive facuities in writing up descrip-
tions of the fair,

KEEPING THEIR RECORD CLEAR.

A New York Republican paper said be-
tore the recent special election that a
Republican victory in either district
would do more to bring the supporters of
the Wilson biil to tneir senses than any-
thinz else that could happen. The Re-
publican victory arrived in good shape,
but the senses of the supporters of tue
Wilson bill have not got in yet. The bill
passed the House two davs atter the Con-
gressional eleciion Ly a larger majority
than its friends had claimed. Tthere is a
suspicion abroad that the Demoeratic
members of the House thought that a good
party record was a matter of considerable
importance when elections come often,
while a Senator wiho has several vears
secured can afford to take some chances.

THE CHICAGO PLATFORM.

The Huuse Committee on Banking ad-
ministered a body blow to the Chieago
plaiform on Friday. The blow was given
in the proposition to repeal the tax on
State bank ¢ rculation. There was no
point upon which the Chicago platfurm
was wore explicift, and vet the Demoeratic
committee voted the other way, A little
manifestation of the same inde endence in
the Senate when the tariff billcomes up for
consideration would save the conniry hun-
dreds of millious of dollars. The people
have not been near enough to a wildeat
State currency to realize what they have
e=caped, but the defeatof the Wilson tariff
bill would bring a profound sense of reliet.

e ——————————

American heiresses who wmarry into the
Britlsh peerage may incline to differ with
Grant Allen when he inveighs against the
want of pobility which these titled per-
sons are distinguished by. Many owe
their titles to vulgar wealth and lackey
services to Prime Ministers and sovereigns.
To-day the honor comes to those whao
huckster and grovel for it in the political
arena. Grant Allen says the peerage
should be so arranged that “any man who
ownped so many thousand aecres of la.d or
brewed so many m:llion botties of beer
per annum should ipso facto be elevaied
to the peerage. Why should not so many
gallins of gin confer an earldom direct
and so wmany Brighton A’s be equivalen:
to a marquisate? Why not allow the equal
claim of screws and pilis with coal and
iron?” This is hard hitting because it
pricks the snobbery of the whole system,
It is vointed out how anomalous it is to
make peerages out of beer and Dublin
stout and to neglect whnisky; to frown
upon chocolate and soap and consider
banking and colliery owiership eligitle
for the peerage. 1f there must be second
chambers in Legisiatures it would be bet-
ter to fill them with men of brains, elected
from time to time, than with feeble-
winded hereditary members whose opinion
on anything is not wortn asking. Grant
Allen lays the blame for second chambers
all over the globe on England. There was
no necessity, he thinks, for the Senate of
the United States. Its work could other-
wise have been arranged.

Executions in public may cease in
France after Vaillant’s head drops into
the basket. The crowds that assemble in
the Place Roquette to witness the guil-
lotining of criminals is always horribly
callous, brutal and demoralized. Through.
out the night it keepbs up orgies of the
most revolting indecency, and far from
being an example to evil-doers the execu-
tions positively operate as an incentive to
crime and debauchery, and culprits ex-
tract a species of glory from being so con-
spicuous on the scaffuld. These disgusting
traits of public executions begin to be
understooa in France, as they are realized
in England and in some of our own States,
California included. The gross error of
the past was in supposing that the sight of
a fellow human being dying at theend of a
rope or under the knife was an edifying
moral spectacle, whereas it only produced
brutality and indifference to suffering.
Franece is also shortening the interval be-
tween sentence and execution. Riviere
had ninety-six days allowed, Pranzini

forty-four, Prado forty, Campi thirty-
eight, Ravachol eighteen and \fnil-
lant possibly will have less time. In Eng-

land two clear Sundays are allowed to
elapse. This expedition is merciful, Itis
greatly in contrast with the years that
frequently pass before the poose is tied in
the United States.

Nevada has been visited by a meteor of
large size—nhow large nobody can yet sav.
It is doubtless not as large as a haystack,
and might hsve caused a good deal of
noise by an explosion if no bigger than a
handbal), Its luminosity as it flashed
through the atmosphere at possibly eight-
een miles a second was very impressive,
Curiosity-hunters will perseveringly dig
up the imbedded fragments and chemists
may take the trouble to analyze portions,
but there is little probabiiity of anything
new being found out about these erratic
visitors from space. In the whirling career
of the earth and the whole solar system
throngh space the track of our movement
is 80 immense that we do not draw breath
asecond time in the same part of the uni-
verse, The marvel Is we should not en-
counter larger fragments of matter cours-
ing through space and swerved to the
earth and absorbed, as by a huge magnet.
Millions of meteors fall on the earth
every day, but most of them are iiny
;pech. or become so from atmospheric

rietion,

Emperor William of Germany is said to
have expressed a wish to visit the United
States, 1f he could only throw aside the
red tape which restrains the free move-
ments of all sovereigns and is especially of
a strong quality in Germany, he might
enjoy a month in America with great
profit and enlighlenment. There is ne

J ciency.

Conclusions tbat the supply of gold in
the earth is about exhansted are decidedly
premature. Ou the Rand! workings last
year the yield went ou advancing steadily
month by month, and the total is actually
about $26,000,000. This is only a small
vart of the South Africin fild. When
the Matabele war is settled many new
digzings will be exploited. Very little has
been done to develop the gold mines on
the Gold Coast, and according to the late
Captain Burton the lana of Midian is rich
in auriferous ore, and mines wera worked
there thousands of years ago. India pro-
duces a considerabie quantity, butls not
nearly so promising as Souih Africa. It
has, however, possession of a large stock
of gold in coin, ornaments and vessels.
Australia also has many good mines in new
places. Mining superintendents of great
experience declare that in California there
is still vast weaith to be obtained in the
quariz, but the capitalist must undertake
the work, and he has a habit of seeking
out what he believes may prove more
vrofitable avenues of employment.

way to know a country well but by traV-
eling through it and getting acquainted
with the people. The Emperor would
probably prefer to travel incognito. He
would dispense with too big a suite and
not expect too much official ceremony and
parade of troops. Bu: he would be feted
exuberantly by the German societies, and
the four bundred of New York and of
every other city would insist on assisting
at every function. No reigning sovereign
of Europe has visited the United States.
Dom Pedro of Biazil was the nearest ap-
proach to monarchical honors. The Prince
of Wales has beeu across the Atlantic and
remembers America very pleasantly; s=o
also has his son the Duke of York. It
only requires w litile stretech of common-
sense independence to break through the
restraint, and then they might ail come to
see the great republic with open eyes.

An altercation has occurred between a
high naval officer in France and the mem-
bers of a parliamentary commission ap-
pointed to investigate charges of ineffi-
Admiral Gervais seems to have
taken it for granted that the Deputies by
whom he was being examined were part
and parcel of the gang who have been
crippling the serviee by jobbery of all
kinds in contracts. He went on of his
way to give a very hot snub to M. Lockroy,
a well-known ex-Minister, declining the
comp'imeat which thatgentleman cffered
the officers of the pavy, ‘Theofficers prob-
ably hold themselves severely apart from
politics and politicians and resent famil-
iarity.

The Parnellites are appealing to Amer-
ica for funds to support their cause. A
similar appeal has been made by the
Nationalists who follow Justin McCar-
thy’s leadership, and considerable sums
have been subseribeid. The division be-
tween 'hese two sections is sueh that they
cannot agree on any simple plan tha:
would release a large amouni—over $150,-
000—whieh is Iying tn Purs in the hands of
the bankers. The consent of both sides is
requisite, but there are uo signers of
agreement,

HERE AND THERE.

Earthquakes play queer pranks sometimes
and few on record are queerer than an incident
of ihe temblor of 1868. The storyis told by
Colenel George W. Grannis, who vouches for
its authenticity as he witnessed the extraordin-
ary incident with bis own eyes and knows there
was no deception. Colonel Grannis was agent
of the Moutgomery block at that time—an envi-
able position 1o more ways than one because
the buiiding was the legal and buslness center
of Sun Fravclsco. Here are the veteran
colonel’s own words:

“I was in my office,” said he, “when the first
shock came in the evening. That was the
earthquake of 1868, the only tough shakeup
we ever bad in Cabfornia. Well, 1 could hear
the shouts of peoplejout side aund the nolse of
falling signs and chimneys, but knowing that
General Halleck had constructed the
buliding as he would a fortress,
aceording to his ideas of civil engincering, 1
did not frel the jeast uneasy, The moment the
shock had subsided I ran toward ihe back of
the building to see bat the walls were ali right.
I was on the second floor, ana do you krow the
back wall baa sprung out and leaned over, |
could see the sky bet  en the wall and floors.
This was a fearful state of affairs, so 1 went to
engineers and architects. They «ald it was im-
possibie to pry that thick wall back into place.
There was no purchass to get a move on it.
Weil, T just began that evening to make ar-
rangements to have the wall rorn down at con-
siderable expense. That night anoth r shock
came from east to west, and what do you think,
sir? Honest, so help me, that wall was put
back Inte its place, with the joists fitting per-
fectly in the holes. There was nothing but a
crack left inthe plaster.”

Just after the overland train pulled on to
the Oakiand mole a few mornings ago one of
ihe conductors could have been seea holdlog a
six-year-old German boy by the band and loo -
ing axiously around. The passengers haa
nearly all entered the ferrv-house when a
woman rushed up and seizing the boy began to
kiss and hug him frantically, at the same time
murmuring something in German about “my
chiid.” A relieved look passed overthe con-
ductor’s face as be let go the boy’s hand and
disappeared. The woman and the boy went
aboard the boat, wheie the youngster was
loaded down with candy and cakes, which
seemed to give bim more pleasure than the
affectionale atteniion that was bestowed ou
bim every few moments.

“Yes, he’s my boy,” said the woman, with a
strong German accent, as soon as she found a
contidaot, “aud I am very happy to-day. I have
not seen him for three years and he just came
all \he way [rom Germany Ly himsell.,” Iu a
few moments the pair were the center of an ad-
miring crowd and the woman told then that
the boy’s father had died in Germany nearly
four years aco, leaving hir upprovided for.
There was vothing eise to do, 8o she came to
America to earn her own living, leaving the
child, then little more than a baby, in charge of
her sister. She got work here, but it tock her
three years 1o save up enough money to send
for the boy. Since doing so she bas been nearly
crazy wilh expectation, knowing the boy was
unprotected, except for the Kindoess of railroad
conductors. *“But he got bere all right, and I
am very happy te-day,” she said rapturousiy,
covering the boy's face with kisses. The young-
ster responded by taking another bite of canay.

There was little sentiment about this ehild,
although his blg wandering eyes belied the
young tyrapt’s characier. He was a plain,
very plain ¢rdinary youngsier beneath the sur-
face. His motber carried him into a streetcar
and sat him down upon a seat, whereupon he
shook his head petulantly to turn the long curls
back from his face where the wind had blown
them. The lady must bave been his mother,
She wore the deepest widow’s weeds and a
lonesome expression whieh told her story.

“Idon’t want to stay In bere; I want to ride
outside. -Take me out of bLere atonce,” de-
manded the ehiid.

*‘Now, be a good boy and you'll get something
nice,’’ the mother replied 1n solicitous tones,

“Oh, 1don’t want nothing nice at all. Take
me ouiside now. Papa used to ride outside;
he took me ou side.”

“Hush, dear,” said the mother.

“*No hush at all,” the boy of 3 years sereeched.
“I want to see papa. Where are you going 2"

“Hush I say. You cannot see papa.” A tear
might be noliced in the woman’s eye—the sug-
gestion of a tear.

“But I must see papa. He is downiown
where we’re going.”

The car rumbled along until a store was
passed on Market street, a siore with » new
name paluted on its sign. The ehild saw It and
again demanded to be taken out, bus the woman
only wiped away the tear and took bim: In her
arms.

A confidence operator played a very smart
and amusing game the other day upon a guest
in one of the hotels. The guest was reading
the prinied nqtice issued by the Chief of Police
warnlug strafgers to be careful of bunko-
steerers and confidence men and explalning
their methods. He was joined by a well
dressed young man who, afler carefully read-
ing the votlce in an audible voice, remarked:
“1 teil you what it Is, sir, one can’t be too cares
Tol of these bunko men. When I was bere last
October I was swinaled out of $50 iu the sim-
plest possible way,” and he went on .to relate

bis exp: rience. Then the two began to talk
about [ruit culiure, polities and other matters,
till they got on the most friendly footing.
Finally the guest was induec-d to take a stroll,
and in less than an hour be had parted with
over §100, wuich found ils way 1nio the pock-
ets of his new-found friend. Wheun he after-
ward di-covered be had been the victim of a
contidence operator his feellngs can be better
imagined than deseribed.

Though a very grave and tnoughtful scien-
tist Dr. Bebr, who conduets the department of
entomology at the Academyv of Sciences, i3
considerable of a wit. At a recent meeting of
the aeademy an intrunder in the domain of
science accosted him with: “Doetor, I'm ever
80 glad 10 meet you again. You may remem-
ber I sent you some entological buttertlies from
Southern Caiifornia.”

“ ‘Entoll ogical butterflics,” ” remarked the
dnct9r. “’Deed I don’t recollect.”

“No?” exclaimed the visitor from the south,
feeling crushed.

“No, sir; if you were a fish or a butterfly I
could place you in a minuie, but seeing you are
only a man I must plead ignorauce,”

Ou another occaslon, when the California
Coll-ge of Pharmacy was around a bauquet-
table the doetor was asked to Speak.

“Ob,” sald he, looking siguiticantly at the
ralsed glasses, “that is the way I like to see
every student of botany—with a glass in his
band always.”

A real cowboy was showing his skill at riding
a real bronco a few davs ago on Van Ness
avenue near Markel street. He brought the
beast into town the nigh' before, and cily pave-
ments, sounds and sights were strange to ir,
All tended to make it restless, and the cowboy
was delighted to show the crowd what a good
rider he was, He had conquerea the horse
when it became «xecited at th- sight of a cable-
car or some advertising moastrosity and rode
up and down the strret before the admiring
erowd. But just as he was about to retire
from the field a bicycie came In view. This
Wwas too much for the bronco, and for about two

.seconds he looked like a writhing centipede.

He Kkicked in all directions ut once, and wound
up the performance by lying down and rolling
over several tlmes. The cowboy picked him-
self up and asked where he was, The bronco
Started out Market street and hasn’t been
heara of sinece,

A touching bit of animal sentiment was wit-
nessed out on Bush street a few mornings ago.
An oid cat, with a litter of Kittens, was playing
with them arounc a loose barndoor whieh, be-
Ing disturbed by their anties, fell down and
killed one of them. The noise brought out the
people of the house who removed the door, but
allowed tbe dead kitten to lie where It was. At
once ihe vld eat commenced to ery and liek the
dead kicten as if trying to bring it back 1o life.
Several other cats soon appeared on the fence
and seeing what the trouble was came down as
if to console the bercaved mother. The mother
continued Lo cry, but the other cats went to
work on the dead kitten. They rolled it over
on 1t8 back, licked 1ts fur iuto shape and put
its feet into nice position, All then disappeared
except the motler, who continued to cry and
falled to find consolation with the Kittens still
hving.

To see a newsboy fighting for his rights Is a
common thing, but to see one of the *‘ladies who
sell papers” doing the same thiug is very un-
usual. However, that is what pedestrians
passing along Market street, between Kearny
and Mootgomery, saw the other evening. The
Wwoman took up a certain poition of the terri-
tory and determined to hold It against all
comers. Bul the boys would persistin going
after customers wiithin the lmits, and the
woman Lud all she eould do to keep them away
by screaming at them. Finally this became
useless, as a whole crowd of boys objeeted to
the monopoly and refused to go when told.
Then the woman got mad and ecommenced to
Kick. She kicked every boy in sight several
times, and as they roiled over gave them an-
other for luck. The boys left and haven’t been
back since.

The imperial Austrtan band now delighting
San Franciscans wilh military and string con-
certs at Kaiser Franz Joseph Hall bave an
indiviavality among musical organizations,
and few people here are aware of the fact. The
band Dbelongs io an Austrian Infantry reg:-
ment with “headquarters at Vienna, and,
though as far away from home as it can get,
its members are under military disecipline.
This sounds strange, considering they are on
American soil, but, after all, it is one of the
pleasing amenities of internatlonal courtesy.
“Stould any of these men be gulity of mis.
conduet in any form while here,” remarked a
Viennese artist, whe bad given four years to
the army of his mother country, *‘they wiil be
reported to the proper military ‘authorities at
Vieuna. Punishment over there 1s severe—
excessively so in an American’s eyes—bat the
military discipline in Austria is fnflexible.”

Most people have no idea of the variety of
subjects upon which Chief Crowley is asked to
give bis advice. A day or two ago he received
a letter from a clergyman in Oaklana which
rather stiggerea bim. It read: “Does the
cigarette h:bit as practiced by our boys have a
tendency to lead to worse habits and to erim -2
Please answer aud give a word of warning to
the boys and young men of my congregation,
for whom I am preparing a sermon on the 2bove
subjec.” The Chief pondered over the singu-
latity of the question for-some hours and final Iy
sent the following reply: “You are mnformed
that I am not able at this time to enter Into a
discussion as to the effect physically and mor-
ally of cigarette-smokliug on our youths and can
only refer you to the columns of our daily pa-
vers, in which the subject is treated in all its
bearings.”

On the orening day of the Fair two Company
D boys, who were straying leisurely through
the Manufactures building, passed before the
Ceylon exhlbit. A Singalese, who was pushing
fn valn at the heavy Goor, request d them to
open 1t for him, and the stalwart defenders of
their country immediately grarted his request,
The Oriental. with a graceful salaam and a
smile denoting the proud consciousness of one
wilo knows “English as she is spoke” and uses
Ler politely, exclaimed, “Thank Yyou; it is not
any trouble, don’t mention it,” and then he
bLegan to arrange his wares, wondering wny
Americans smile, when you volitely express
gratitude to them.

Many people remember an old artist named
Hertzer, who onee resided in San Franeiseo for
a few months and did some of the most veculiar
work ever seen. The people did not like it and
would call the old man’s atiention to various
defects, but they n ver got him to change any-
thing. Whben he was told that the drawing was
bad, the color too red or yellow, or anything
else, be always replled: “Oh don’t look at that
now; all those little things will' come right
when it 1s varnished.”

AROUND THE CORRIDORS.

“I've just returned from a business trip
threugh South Carolina,” said M, E, Worrall,
an Omaha commercial traveler, at the Oecci-
dental vesterday, **and I want to tell vou some-
thing about the new liquor law th+y bave down
there. Talk about the ‘joini¥’ in Kansas, they
aln’t in it with the way whisky is sold on thesly
o South Carolina. You know that State con-
trols all of the saioons and that they elose at
dark. You can’t get a slice of lemon or a spoon.
ful of sugar in any of ’em—just the plair ‘moun-
taln dew,” without anything ‘on the side.
Every promineut hotel has its guide, who is
supposed to show you the prinecipal poinis of
iuterest about the city. The principal points of
Interest are usually secluded spots where you
negotiate with an uuseen ndividual for a bot-
!1c of *cocktail’ at the rate of $1 a pint. ¢Blind
tigers are in mauny of the private clubrooms. A
drum-shaped box with appetizers in it is placed
iu the center of a partition and you lay a quar-
ter In one of the openings in the box, state
what you want, when the invisible barkeeper
on the other side of the partition turns the bex
around, takes your money, places your drink in
the same place, gives the box another turn and
then fixes you out.”

O. M. Trevor of Dolgeville, N, Y., who was
at the New Western yesterday, gave the tollow-
ing interesting labor item to a CALL reporier:
“In my town,” sald he, “the Dolge shoe fac-
tory Is the prineipal Industry. Mr. Dolge, the
proprietor, allows his employes a certaln pro-
portion of the profits and every year a banquet
is held at whieb a statement is read of the firm’s
business, This year, at the twenty-filth an-
niversary, for the first time since the co-opera-
tive plan was adopted, there were no profits to
divide among the employes and the faclories
are closed for want of orders. Usually 8500
has been donated by Mr. Dolge for these ban-
quets, but this year that amount was given to

the poor and the supper omitted. In his re-
marks to bis emploves M. Dolge ealled atten-
tion to the faet that each suceceeding year, up
to the present, he had been able to announee 1o
them an increase In wages, and that the pend-
ing Wilson bill gave promise of no better time
to come.”

““I have reason to know that ex-Senator John
J. Ingalls will never again enter the arena of
polities,” said D. A. L. Estell, a prominent resi-
dent of Leavenwortlh, Kabs., at the Occidental
yesterday. ‘‘His retiremeut is final, and will
remove from public life one of the mest pic-
turesque figures of the présent century. Mr,
Ingalls is undoubtedly the best-known man in
Kansas to-day. His powers of attraction as an
orator are upequaled, and the mere announce-
ment that be is to be a speaker at any gather-
g is the best possible assurance of a crowd.
Ingalls is a man of intense partisanship, but [
do not believe that he really cares for office
simply because of the power and patronage
conferred thereby. Personally be is mueh ad-
mired by even his most eritical political foes.”

A party of distinguished gentlemen are ex-
pected in this eity to-morrow. They are D. B,
Robinson, first vice-presidert of the Santa Fe
Railway, accompanied by Alden Speare of
Boston, a Santa Fe director; Robert T. Lin-
coln of Chicago, ex-Minister to the Court of St.
James; N. K. Fairbanks, the Chicago capital-
I1st; and Marshall Field, the great ary-goods
dealer of the same city. They are interested
in the Santa Fe, Prescott ana Pheenix Railway,
Mr. Robinson being president of the company.
The road is now in operation from Ash Fork, a
station on the Santa Fe main line, to Prescotrt,
the old territorfal eapital, a distanc of sixty
mlles. Itis under construction fiom Prescott

to Pheenix, the present capital, a distance of
140 mlies.

“No class of men will more sincerely mourn
the death of George W. Cbilds than those in
bewspaper work, and partieularly those who
have been employed under him,” said A, T,
Carroll. a forwer Philadelphia reporter, at the
Baldwin yesterday. *‘All the world knows of
tle man’s unbounded generosity, but there are
huudreds of his benefactions of which the
public does not know ana probably never
will. One 1nstance 1 recall which was charac-
teristic of the man. The present city editor of
tbe Ledger lost a fine residence with all its con-
tents by fire a few years ago. There was no
losurance; but Mr. Childs ascertained the
value of the property and sent his employe a
check covering the full amouut.”

Theodore Vincent, who is a member of a big
fur bhouse of London, was speaking of certain
pecullarities of varlous furs while loitering
about the Palace yesterday. Mr. Vincent is
one of the principal buyers for bis house and
makes a yearly trip to the fur-bearing coun-
tries. ‘‘What is known as Alaska sable,” said
Le. *‘is simply the fur of the deodorized skunk,
and is one of the most beautiful known to the
trade. In the Int-nse cold and darkness of the
Arctie night the fur of all animals is bleached
to a snowy whiteness, and all the finest furs of
this deseription come from the far North.
Many instances could be named of 1be ten-
dency of nature to adapt the creature’s color to
that of its habitation.”

George T. Earle of Pittsfield, Mass., was at
the New Western yesterday. Mr. Earle is -
terested In a novel device which has been in-
troduced in the East and which he will make
an eftort to bring into use in Oregon ana Wash«
ington. It is an electric fan designed to keep
the frost from the show-windows of stores so
that the displayvs theretn can ve readily seen,
The fan is so placed that moviag air is con-
stantly playing on the face of the window, Air
in motlon picks up molsture, and it is frozen
moeisiure which coats windows, so that the
electric fan keeps the windows dry and there-
fore clear.

Among the arrivals at the Palace yesterday
were General J. T. Forrenc and daughter and
Mr. and Mrs. Archibald Valentine. General
Torrence is one of the originators of the eje-
vated railroad system in Chicago and 1s reeog-
nized as a leading business man, while Mr.
Valentiue is a prominent young broker,

PEOPLE TALKED ABOUT.

Mr. Carnot’s Presidential term will expire
next December. His term brings to a close the
“Septenate” regime In France,

Pierre Van Beneden, who died recently at
Louvain, was for more than fifty years a pro-
fessor in the University of Louvain.

Dr. Reed has introduced into the Ohio Legis-
lature a blll permitting condemned murderers
to select whether they shall die by electrieity
or apesthetics.

The British Empire at last counts a woman
Mayor among ber officials. Mrs, Yates, who
sueceeds her husband, Captain Yates, as Mayor
of Anehimga, New Zealand.

Professor W. 8. Lytle of Mercer County, Pa.,
is one of the oldest—in point of service —sehool-
teachers iu the country. He began teaching in
1839. He Is as active as a man of 45.

Giles P. Ravsom of Nebraska was a passen-
ger on the firsi passenger train that made the
trip out of Albany in 1833, and wbich was
drawn by the locometive DeWitt Clinton.

George Augustus Sala i3 soon to issue his
autobiography in London. Mr, Sala has been
conspicucus in publie life for many years acd
his memoirs cannot fail 10 be of great interest,

Mrs. Annie S. Austin, (he newly elected
Mayor of Pleasanton, Kans., is deseribed as “a
buxom woman of 200 pounds and quite intellis
gent.” Her husband is a railroad employe.
She was the leaaing speaker in tbe campaign
which resulited in her election.

K. H.BLACK, painter, 114 Eddy street. *

Groceries & 11quors. C. Brandt, Oak & Octavia.*
T AR
FOULTRY supplies; 50-page illustrated book;
10 cenis, Croley, 417 Sacirsmeunto st., 5. F. *
-l @i
MORE than 50,000 people read the “Pacifie
States Watchman” ; 20,000 pona fide subserib-

ers: iargest legitimate circulatlon of any
monthly west of th- Rocky Mountains. A few
first-ciass advertisements will be taken. Ad-

dress WM. H. BARNES,
San Franecisco, Cal.

Hard Times.

No better examole of the existing hard times
could be furnmished than to see “The Golden
Agr Bazaar,” at 421 Kearny street, selling off
their stock at auction for whatever it wiil vring.
This is the oldest bazaar-stand in tbe eity and
until recently did a flourishing business, but
:\liley now sing, “Hard Times Come Again No

ore. -

St. Ann’s building,

s

Overland Route.

The Shasta Route and Northern Pacific Rail
road to points in Washiogton, ldaho, Montana,
the Dakotas, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinols
and all Eastern States is the mos: comforiable
and pieturesque line of all. Daily tram ser-
vice, with dinlog, Pullman Palace and u
holstered tourist cars oun all trains, T. K.
STATELER, General Agent, 638 Market s, *

Mammoth comes to us frem one of the
Siberian dialects.

AT the outset of an attack of the Grip open the
bowels by using Hood’s Vegetasvle Pills, which are
mild, yet effective. Then taking ilood's Sarsapa-
rilla the after effects wiil ve of short duration.

The Overland Flyer.

The Union Facific is the only line running new
Puliman double drawing-room sleepers and din-
ing cars, fan Francisco to Chicago, without
cbange, i1 three and one-half days. All tickets
gcod via Sait Lake City and Denver,

Select lourist excursions through to Chicago
without c(hange every 1lhursday, in charge of
managers,

Steamship tickets on sale to and from all points
in Europe.

Yor sieeping-car accommodations and tickets
call en D. W, Hitchcock. general agent, 1 Mont.
gomery street, San Francisco; F. R. Ellsworth,
agent, ¥18 Broadway, Uakland, Cal.; or G. ¥. Herr,
229 South Spring street, Los Angeles, Cal

Phillips’ Roek Island Excursions
Leave fan Francisco every W ednesday and Satur.
day via R10 GraNxpE AND KoOCK ISLAND Rys.
Through tourist sleeping cars to Chicago and Bos-
ton. Manager and porter accompany these excur-
sions thi«ugh to Boston. For tickets, sleeping-car
aec ommodations and further information address
CLINTON JOoNEs, Generul Agent Rock Islaud Ry,

86 Montgomery strect, San Franeisco.

1¥ aficted with sore eyes use Dr. Isaac Thomp.
son’s Eye Water, Lruggists sell it at 25 cents.

FEBRUARY styles Butterick’s patterns; cata.
logues matled free. H. A. Deming, 124 Post st., 8.F,




