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4 rose and a nettle, ux hetween a dove
sud u vulture, as between day and
night. Tremendous delusion!

Admirnl Farragut, one of the most
admired men of the American"nuvy,
enrly beeame a victim of this (Yris-
tian delusion, and, seated not long be-
fore his death at Long Brunch, he was
giving some friends an account of his
early life. He sald: “My father weat
down in behalf of the Uniled Stintes
government to put an end to Aaron
Burr's rebellion, 1 was a cabin noy and
went along with him. 1 could swear
like an ald sait. 1 eould gamble in every
style of gambling. I knew nll the wick-
vilness there was at thnt time abroad,
One day my father elrared everybody
outof the cabin except myselfand locked
the door. Hesaid: *David, what ure you
g 1o do? What are you going to
Well," T said, ‘father, I am going
to follow the sea.' ‘Follow the gea and
be & poor, miserable, drunken sallor,
kiewed and euffed about the world, and
die of a fever in a foreign hospital?®
‘O, no!* T snid. ‘Father, I will not be
that; 1 will tread the quorter deck und
command, as you do.! ‘No, David,' my
futher sald; ‘no, David, a person that
hins your prineiples and your bad habits
will never tread the quarter deck or
commund," My father went out and
shut the door after him, and 1 said
then: ‘I will change. | wll neverswear
agnin, 1 will never drink again, 1 will
never gamble aguin,” and, gentlemen,
Uy the help of God I have kept those
three vows to this time. 1 soon after
thut became n Christian, and that de-
clded my fate for time and for eter-
nity."”

Another captive of this great Chris-
tian delusion. There goes Baul of
Tarsus on horseback at full gallop.
Where Is he going? To destroy Chris-
tinns., Me wanis no better play spell
thun to stand and watch the hats and
conts of the murderers who are mas-
sucring God’s children, There goes the
sume mnn.  Thix time he is afool.
Where is he going now? (Going on the
rond 1o Ostia to die for Christ, They
tried w whip it out of him, they tried
to seare it out of him, they thought
they would give him enough of 1t by
putting him on small diet, and denying
him o cloak, and condemning litn us o
eriminal, and howling ut him through
the streets; but they could not freeze
it out of him, and they could not sweat
it out of him, and they could not pound
it out of him, so they tried the surgery
of the sword, and oneé summer day in
00 he was decapitated, Perhaps the
mightivst intelleet of the 6,000 years
of the world's existence hoodwinked,
chiviited, eajoled, duped by the Chris-
tinu religion.

Ah, that Is the remarkable thing
about this delusion of Christlanity! 1t
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overpuowers the strongest intellects, |

Guther the eritics, secular and reli-
gious, of this eentury together and put
a vote to them as to which is the
grentest book ever written, und by a
large mnjority they will say “Paradise
Lot Who wrote “Paradise Lost?"
One of the fools who believed in this
Bible, John Milton. Benjamin Frank-
Jin surrendered to this delusion, it you
may judge from the letter that he
wrote 1o Thomas Paine, begging him
to destroy “The Age of Ikison” In
manuscript and never let it go Into
type, und writing afterward, in his old
duys: “Of this Jesus of Nuzareth T
have to say of the system of morals
ile left and the religion He hasglven us
are the best things the world has ever
seen oris likely tosee” Patrick Henry,
the electrie champion of liberty, en-
slaved by this delusion, so that he says:
“The book worth all other books put to-

| gotber is the Bible.” Benjamin Rush,

the leading physiologist and anatomist
of his day, the great medical scientist

—whnt dit he say? “The only true and |

perfect religion is Christianity.” Isnae
Newton, the leading philosopher of
his time—what did he say? That man
surrendering 1o this delusion of the
Christinn religion, erying out: “The
siblimest philosophy on earth s the
philosophy of the Gospel™ David
Birewster, st the pronunciation of whose
name every scientist the world over un-
covera his head, David Brewster saying:
“Oh, this religion has been s great light
to me, & very great lght all my days!™
President Thiers,
statesman, ncknowledging that  he
prayed when he said: *I invoke the
Lord God, In whom I um glad to be-
ligve,” Duvid Livingstone, able to con-
guer the lion, able to conquer the pan-
ther, able to conguer the savage, yet
conguered by this delusion, this hal-
lucination, this grest swindle of the
njes, so when they find him dead they
find him on his kuees. Willlam E. Glad-
stone, the strongest intellect in Eng-
land, unable to resist this chimera, this
fullacy, this delusion of the Christian
religion, went to the house of God
wvery Sabbath, nnd often, at the invi-
tation of the rector, read the prayers to
the people. 1f those mighty intellects
wre overborne by this delusion, what
chance is there for you and me?
lesides that, 1 have noticed that
first rate infidels canvot be depended
on for steadfastness in the proclama-
tion of their sentiments, Goethe, a
leading skeptic, was so wrought upon
by this Christianity that in a weak
moment he eried out: “My belief in the
Bible has suved me in my literary and
moral life." Rosseaun, one of the most
eloquent  champions  of
spending his  whole life warring
against Christianity, eries out: “The
majesty of the Scriptures nmazes me.
Altemont, the notorious infidel, one
wonld think he would have been safe
agninst this delusion of the Christian
religion, Oh, no! After talking against
Christianity all his deys, in his last
hours he cried out: *“Oh, Thou blas-
phemed but most indalgent Lord God,
hell itself is a refuge if it hide me from
Thy frown!™ Voltaire, the most talent-
ed Infidel the world ever saw, writing
250 publications, and the most of them
spiteful against Christianity, himself
thie most noterious libertine of the een-
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the great French |

infidelity, |

tury—one would have thought he conld
bave been dependvd upon for stead-
fastness in the advocacy of infidelity
and in the war against this terrible
chimera, this delusion of the Gospel.

Christian burial and asks that they
give him the sacrament of the Lord
Jesus Christ.  Why, you cannot de-
pend upon these first rate infidels; you
cannot depend upon their power to re-
sist thin great delusion of Christianity.
Thomas Paine, the god of modern
skeptics, hin birthday celebrated in
New York and Boston with great en-
thusinsm—Thomas Paine, the paragon
of Bible haters—Thomas Paine, about
whom his brother infidel. William
Carver, wrote in n letter which I have
at my house, saying that be drank a
quart of rum a day snd was too mean
and too dishonest to pay for it—Thom-
as Paine, the adored of modern infl-
delity—Thomas Paine, who stole an-

other man’s wife in Englond and
brought her to this country—Thomas
Paine, who was so squalid and so

loathsome and so drunken nnd so prof-
lignte and o beastly in his habits,
sometimes picked out of the diteh,
sometimes too filthy to be picked out—
Thomas Paine, one would have thought
that he could have been depended on
for steadfnstness ngainst this great de-
lusion.

But no. In his dying hour he begs
the Lord Jesua Christ for mercy, Pow-
erful delusion, all conquering dedusior,
enrthquaking delusion of the Christian
religion, Yea, it goes on. It is so im-
pertinent, and it is so overhearing. this
chimera of the Gospel, that, haviog
conquered the great picture galleries
of the world, the old masters und the
young masters, it is not satisfied until
it has conquered the music of the
| world. Look over the programme of
| any magnificent musieal festival and

see what are the great performances
| and learn that the greatest of all the
subjects are religions subjecis

Yes, this ehimera of the Gospel is not
satisfled until it goes on and builds i1-
self into the most permunent architec-
ture, so it seems as if the world is pev-
er to get rid of it. What are some of
the finest bulldings in the world? 5t
Panl's, St, Peter's and the churches
and eathedrals of all Christenidom.
Yes, this impertinence of the Gospel,
this vast delusion, Is not satlsfied until
it projects itaelf, and in one year glves,
contributes, $6,250,000 to foreign mis-
sions, the work of which is to make
dunces and fools on the other side of
the world—peaple we have never secn,
Delnded doctors—220 physicians meet-
ing week by week in London in the
Union Medical prayer circle to  wor-
ship God.

Deluded doctors—Lord Calrns, the
| highest legal authority in  England,
| the ex-adviser of the throne, spending
| his vacation in preaching the Gospel

| of Jesus Christ to the poor people of
Seotland, Frederick T. Frelinghuyeen,
of New Jersey, onee secretary of stnte,
an old fashioned Evangelicnl Christian,
an elder in the Reformed church. John
Bright, a deluded Quaker. Henry Wil-
| som, the vice president of the United
States, dying n deluded Methodist or
Congregntionalist. Earl of Kintore
dying a deluded Presbhyterian.

The cannibals in South sea, the
bushmen of Tierra del Fuego, the wild

| men of Australla, putting down the
knives of their cruelty and elothing
themselves In decent apparel—nll un-
der the power of this delusion. Judson
| and Doty and Abeel and Campbell and
Williams and the 3,000 missionaries
of the cross turning their backs en
home and eivillzation and comfert and

But no; in his last hour he asks for |

going out amid squalor of heathen- |

jsm to relieve 1t, to save it, to help it,
toiling until they dropped into their

graves, dying with no earthly comfort

about them, and going into graves
withnoappropriate epitaph, when they
might have lived in this country and
lived for themselves and lived luxuri-
ously and been at last put into brilliant
sepulchers. What a delusion!

Yen, this delusion of the Christisn re-
liglon shows ftself in the fact that it
l goes to those who are in trouble, Now,

it is bad enough to cheat & man when
[ he in well and when he is prosperous,
! but this religion comes to & man when
he is sick and says: “You will do well
ngaln after awhile. You are going lnto
a land where thers are no coughs, and
no pleurisies, and no consumptions, nnd
no languishing. Take courage and bear
| up.” Yea, this awful chimera of the
tinapel comes to the poor, and it says to
them: “You mre on your way lo vast
estates and to dividends always declura-
ble.” This delusion of Christinnity
comes to the bereft, and it talks of re-
union before the throne and of the
cessation of all sorrow. And then, to
show that this delusion will stop at
absolutely nothing, It goes to the dying
! bed and fills the man with anticipa-
tions. How much better it would be
| to have him die withowt any mors hiope
| than swine and rats and snakes! Shovel

him under! That isall. Nothing more

left of him. He will never know auy-

thing again. Shovel him under! The
| soul is only a superior part of the body,

and when the body disintegrates the
| soul disintegrates. Anmnihilation, va-

caney, everlasting blank obliteration,
| Why not present all that beautiful doe-
trine to the dying instend of coming
with this hoax, this swindle of the
Christian religion, and filling the dying
| man with anticipations of another life
until some in the last hour have clapped
their hands, and some have shouted,
and some have sung, and some have
been so overwrought with joy that they
could only look acstatic? Palace gates
opening, they thought—diamond coro-
pets flashing, hands beckoning, or-
chestras sounding. Little children dy-
ing actually believing they saw their
departed parents, so that although the

little children had been so weak ond
feeble and sick for weeks they could

trollable they sprang to their feet and
shouted: “Mother, catch me; 1 sm
comlng.”

not turn on their dying pillow at the |
last, in a paroxysm of rapture uncon- |

THE FIRST STEP.

“1t 14 the st step which Is hard”
Ehe stood alone 1o the doorway,
Troubled and full of alarms
Afr she scanned the long, long distance
To her father's open arms;
It wus 50 vasy to stumble
ghe knew, 1o her baby grief,
nd the way sevmed fruught with danger;
8o she brenthed o sigh of relief
her first weak footstep,
the path made clear,
in hils keeping,
She romembered no more her fear,

Bo we, with many forébodings,
The untried pathway view

That leads from the world of evil
To our Father's love, s true;

We often may falter and stumbile,
And pleasures the goal may dim,

We may tremble and say: “We cannot,
8o hard Is tbe way to Him!"

But the Father's hand s saving,
And perils shall be forgot,

We're safe in His wonderful keeping
Who |ife to the ainner brought.

—Girnce L Lone, in Duptist Union,

THE GRACE OF HUMILITY.

Not Inconslstent with Enterprise or
a Right Estimate of Our
Own Pawers,

Why is it that we so often dislike to
hear humanity spoken of as u desirable
Christing virtue? We know it to be o
grace of the lighest order in point of
fact, but many of us shrink o tittle from
being called humble, having a sort of
feeling that to be humble means will-
ingness to be imposed upon unduly or
nssent to be regurded as inferior to
others, This is neither necessary nor
true. Humility is notself-depreciation.
It is perfeetly consistent with the high-
est ond happiest proper conviction of
oue's own abilities nud
We ought to be modest. We aught also
not to depreciate ourselves unduly, We
onght to try to understand the exnet
truth about ourselves and to rate our-
selves ne nearly s possible just where
we belong, Mumility lies in necepting
our own rank and situstion morally, in-
telicetunlly nnd socinlly without objec-
tion or complaint, without jeulousy of
those whom we are compelled to admit
10 be superior to us, or contempt of
others below us,

It is not inconsistent with enterprise.
A thoroughly humble man often is dis-
tinguished for energy and efliviency,
for gowd sense and even for his con-
splenous  leadership,  Some of the
world’s  grentest  heroes have been
genuinely and nolly humble, It is not
inconsistent ‘with large fame, A man
may justly attain to worldwide reputa-
tion, and know that he has deserved and
secured it, nnd may enjoy it, and even
be proud ef it, without falling to be
If he should take pride

truly humble.

in bimself and his endeéavors more than |
in just, if he shoul] attribute to himself |

alone success which has come to him
through the help of others or through
s vireumstances of which

cintes the fact that, having done his
best and having suceceded, his success,
ufter all, s not worth being puffed up
#hont, he ciannot be said to Inck bumil-
ity.

It i= an element of true greatnesas, [t
Is an element of real piety. No one ean
be truly Christinn who overestimutes
his ability or his serviees to God and his
fellowmen, And no one who thorough-
Iy understands himself, no one who
gtudies his own heart and life from day
to day and breeoimes consclous of the
rapld and mischievous growth of evil
of nll sorts within him—nereding to be
continually repressed  and  overcome,
atiid fmpossible of being conquered 1n
any strength of his own—no one who
thus makes himself sequainted with his
own being and his own life can fall to
be humble in the true sense, It is tobe
commendwd to the young especially
that modesty and humility are essential
elements of true greatness. Thereis e
self-nssertion which is legltimate and
not unhecoming, but, ns the rule, ng-
gressive self-nisertion is more Hkely to
be mistaken and dangerous than elther
beautiful or helpful. — Congregation-
nlist,

“The Living God."

How muny times we find this expres-
elon In the Holy Seriptures, And [t
Is just the very thing we ar practically
prone to luse sight of. We know that
it is written: “The living God:™ we
muy speak about 1im ns “the living
Ciond ;™ Lut in our daily life there is
searcely anything we practically so
mueh lose sight of as the faet that God
in “the living God.,"” and that He is now
whatever He was three thousand or four
thousand yeurs ago; that He has the
same sovereipn power, the saume saving
toward thoke who love and serve
Him as ever We had, and that He will
do for them swhat e digd for those two
thousand, three thousand, four thou-
wand venrs ago, simply because He Is
“the living God,”™ the nnchanging One,
the same as ever He was, 0, how, there-
fore, we should econfide fn Him, and in
onr darkest moments and in our great-
vxt trinls and in onr heaviest diffieulties
ond afMlictions should never lose sight
of the faet that He ks still *the living
God," and ever will be *the living God.”
—l}-nrgl- Muller.

love

Willingness.

To be willing Is a rarer grace than to
be doing the will of God. For he whois
willlng may sometimes have nothing to
do, and must only be willing to wait;
nod it Is easier far 1o be doiog God's
will than to be willing to have nothing
to do—It is eaxier far 1o be working for
('hrist than it is to be willing to cease,
No, there Is nothing rarer in the world
to-day than the truly willing soul, and
there Is nothing more worth coveting
than the will to will God®s will.—Henry
Drummond.

t |
utrainments, |

‘ SAFE GUIDE POSTS

Thelr Introdaction In Every State of
the Unton Wonld Be Welcomed
by Bleyelists,

! One of the worst annoyances, if not

the greatest, which cyclists are com-
peiled to endure in many parts of the
country is that which is occasioned by
the absence of readable direction posts
at cross roads., The sight of a sign-
post which is readable Is, therefore,
alwuys a welcome one to those who
huppen to eycle in a strange locality,
for it places beyond doubt the question
which every tourist is coutinually ask-
ing himself: “Am I on the right road 2"
Should the mockery of & finger-post
exist, of which it is impossible to de-
cipher the lettering, that suffers from
stress of wind and weather, or that the
wind has twisted around in the wrong
direction, the situation ls only ren-
dered more exasperating. It s there-
fure a pleasure to refer to guide pOsts

W o eensyaign

A GRE_A'T IMPROVEMENT.
of the kind which have been introduced

in & certain loeality, The guide con-
sists of an Iron post and framework
fingers, in which are set, also in iron,
the words which indicate the places
| whose names are shown. The posts arée

usually painted so that in the dusk of
| evening they show np very clearly, and,
| unless the night Is particularly dark,

It Is an easy matter”to read the words
‘ without the aid of n'Iight. Even if
| belated rider should®be left in this di-
| lemma, by ocarefully tracing with the

finggrs the shapes of the different let-
ters, the whole word can be made out;
with an ordinury wooden post it Is, of
course, impossible to decipher the
wording. Another great advantage the
new post possesses is that the lettering
can be seen from both sides.

QUITE A DIFFERENCE.

| How Far a Man Who Rides a Bleyels
Leaves Behind Him the Man
Who Walks,

The difference between the distance
| covered by a man walking the minimum
of one step and that covered by the
cyellst pedaling one revolution is
| astounding, to say nothing of the great
saving of muscular energy. To ap-
preciate the difference we must first
understund what is meant by the
“gear” of the machine. There are two
notched wheels (sprockets), one fixed
to the pedals, the other to the back
wheel. Incrensed  ecircumferentlal
speed Is obtained by making the front
sprocket larger than that on the back
wheel, Thus, If there are 24 notches
on the front sprocket snd elght on the
back one, it ia plain that when the
pedals have gone round once the chain
hus ongaged the 24 notehes on the front
sprocket. But as there are only eight
notches on the back sprocket it follows
that this sprocket must have gone
round three times (3x8 equals 24, the
number on the front sprocket) in order
to keep pace with the pedal sprocket,
The back wheel of the cycle, therefore,
with one turn of the pedals, goes round
three times, The modern bicycle has
increased the locomotive powers of man
to such an extent that in order to cover
as much ground In one step In a walk
as he would at each stroke of his pedals
he would have to be a giant 35 feet in
height. The one revolution of the
pedals of a 120-gear machine would be
31 feet 4 inches, and to cover this ground
our giant, covering & little over 15 feet
at a step, would have to take two of
them,—Golden Penny.

EVERYBODY CYCLES,

Ameng the Natives of Africa ihe Use
of the Wheel Ia Fust lecom-
ing a Posltive Rage.

Nowndays, everybody cycles, The
difficulty is to get Into a part of the
waorld where folks don't. One has not
heard yet that the Eskimos wheel, or
that the Patagonians have cycling
gymkhanas, But, no doubt, all that is
within measurable distance. Among
the native races in Africa eyeling is fast
becoming a positive rage. This is par-
ticularly so In South Africa. The
Kaffirs are enthusiastie, and in King

Willinm's Town and Graham's Town |

they have elubs of their own. In Natal
there are three native clubs, A little
time ago, two blacks invested in bi-
eveles, and started careering about the
streets of Johannesburg, till an in-
dustrions constable knocked them off
their machines and took them into cus-
tody. There was no imprisonment in-
flicted on them for daring to Imitate
their white neighbors, but they were
told that eycling was for white people,
not for blacks, So nothing further bas
been heard of the pair. In Zululand
the wheel is quite common. It is the
usual vehicle among traders golng
round to the various stores seeking or-
ders, and the outfit of no missionary is
complete without one.

Fecnadity of Microbea,
| The fecundity of microbes is pro-
digious, so much so that if 15 drops of
| water polluted with bacterin are al-
! lowed to fall into & cup of broth the
| germ ulation wonld have increased
in 24 o 80,446,000

Bnlutary Effect of Good Honds on the
Home and ®ocial Life of Hural
Communitien,

It Is not uncommon for agricultural
writers and lecturers who wish to make
farmers contented with their lot to say
that farmers have tenms nud their
wiwes and families enn go to town when
they like and sttend churches, socia-
bles, lectures, farmers’ clubs, granges,
history clubs and Chantaugqua circles,
for study and entertainment. This Is
all true to some extent, and is excellent
—except during the two to four months
of fall, winter and spring when a large
part of the farmers living remote from
any village are practically “mud-
bound.” ‘There s something romantic,
beautiful and poetic in being snow-
bound in the way deseribed by our be-
loved poet Whittier In his delightful

poem; but tliere is nelther beauty, poe-
try nor romance in beéing mud-bound,
The first step in civilization is the step
up and out of the mud, We know o
town that has furnished it full share
of inspiring agricultural literature for
presa and platform in which some of
the families and neighbors even of
those who furnish such literature are
practically mud-bound & part of the
yenr—cut off from church, lectures, so-
elal life, by very deep and very un-
poetic mud,

At a certain farmers’ elub, recently,
one member by previously assignment
discussed  the influence of electric
ronds upon the value of the farm and its
products, After spenking of thelr influ-
ence on the casl values, he gald in sub-
stance: “But there are other values
than the cash ones, The farm's best
products are its human ones, and what-
ever mikes these human products more
happy, intelligent end useful enhances
the value of the farm and its productsin
the highest and best of all ways, Even-
ing lectures und entertalnments? Yes,
but they close at ten or luter and three
miles of mud ronds and cleaning the
horses afterwards tuke all the fun ot
of 1t. Chureh? Why, 1 actually lose
more religlon goifg and coming than L
get while 'm there! The only time my
wife is discontented with farm life is
when we're mud-bound. If we had an
electric road pust us furm life would be
ideal.” Another member thought real-
ly good gravel or stope plkes would
solve the difficulty even better,

We know a town from which several
bundred gallons of milk are shipped to
the eity duily the year round. Some of
the milk Is huuled three miles or more
to the statlon, rain or shine, mud or
dust, and as much more goes to cheese
factories. There nre beds of fairly good
gravel in three parts of the township or
just across the line. It is sandstone,
quartz and granitic gravel with very lit-
tle shale, It is not so good or durable
as limestone groavel, but is better far
than elny. In the township there are
thousands of tons of “nigger-heads,”
that is, granitic bowlders brought by
glacial nction, from the eize of your fist
up to the size of a large hay-cock, They
either obstruet farm work badly, or
have been gathered into huge piles in
fence corners and  elsewhere, where
they are useless and a nuisance, A good
steam-power crusher would make the
very best “rond metal” of them. Eight
feet wide and eight inches deep of such
broken granite on w properly graded
roadbed, and covered with four inches
of gravel well rounded up, and with
proper dralnage, would make solid
roads the year round, and the roads
would last for many years, provided
very henvy londs were forbidden on
them in wet times, Buch ronds would
netunlly cost the farmers lesy, if the
hauling of materinl were done by them-
selves, than it now costs them to wal-
fow through the decp mud daily with
their milk to gtation and to factory,
peveral months cach year, year after
year, as they now do. And what an up-
lift to the intellectual and social life
of the whole community! There are
hundreds of such towns in Ohio and
neighboring states, ourside of the parts
underiald with limestone nnd in which
limestone gravel abounds and in which
the mud roads are already superseded
by hundreds of miles of splendid stone
and gruvel pikes In each county. In
such regions the worst features of the
{solatlon of farm life are a thing of the
past. They should be everywhere even
If road metal must be shipped in by
railway. Free rural mail delivery will
go hand in hand with such roads in re-
lieving our farms of their isolation the
whole year round.—OLlo Farmer.

Mend the Itond In Snmmer,
During dry weather is the time fo
prepare the roads for wet weather,

Delay Is Expeosive, |
Fix the road when it should be fixed,
Don't wait until it must be fixed.

Don't Go Well Together,
Motor-carringes and mud won'i ngree
worih “!!l ) 4 i




