otes Tied
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It was an off year in politics—that is,
it was a bad year for the politicians.
The electors had taken the bit in thelr
teeth and run away, and the cut and
dried nominees had failed to become
candidates. It was because of this that
Abe Hewson had been elected to the
legislature from one of the mountain
districts. When his friends and neizh-
bors had talked of nominating him he
had replied:

“Shoo! Why, I hain’t got no eddeca-
shan!™

“Don’t you reckon you need any to
be an honest man.”

“But I ecan’t make no speech.”

“Ibe less gab the better. Been too
much talk already.”

“But them eddecated critters wiil git
me all tangied up.”

“Nobody can't tangle up a square
man.”

Abe Hewson was nominated and
elected. He didn't have to pay out a
shilling for campaign expenses, and he
didu’t make any promises. They knew
him throughout his district as an hoa-
est man. They sald of him as they
sald of a January coonskin—that was
Iwm..l

His wife was not puffed up with
pride over his nomination. She had lit-
tle to say during the campalgn. It
was only when he came home and told
bher that he was elected that she mo-
tioned bhim to sit down a1d then said:

“Abe Hewson, nabody could dun say
that you wasn't an honest man when I
married you”

“l was tryin’ to walk straight, Til-

“Fur ten years you was buyin’ and
selln’ mewls. Abe, did yon ever lie
and che:t in that business?”

“I'rat me, but I was so squar’ that 1
couldn't make a livin® at it.”

“For six or seven year:z you Lave
been buyin' coon and skunk and wood-
¢buc’: skius. Have you been a liar and
a cheat?”™

“No, Tiida. 1 could bave lial once
and made §3 on a b'arskin, but I shet
my teeth hard agin it

“You kin borrow a dollar of mest
aay wan, can't you?”

“Reckon so0.”

“Aud when a man has got your word
be depends on 1t?”

“"Pears that way.”

“And all this Is why you've been
“lected. It's cause you've got a good
Dame; It's cause your a squar’ mau.
Abe, we uns Is pore folks. We bain't
eddecated. Planers and silks and
broadcloths are not for sich as us. We
v squatted yere twenty years ago, and
| we'll stay squatted till the end. 1
bain't makin’ the least complaint over
it. 1 don't believe I'd care to be rich
and bhave grand things. I'm satisfied
to go right along just like this, but
dou't fling us down, Abe—don't do
that.”

“What d'ye mean, Tilda?" he asked

“I bain't much of a reader, but I cun
make out 'nuff in our weekly paper to
know that heaps ¢’ men are willin’ to

————— —

stand. They found him dense, but real-
ized that he wanted to be honest. They
contented themselves by telling him
that it was his duty to vote agalnst the
bill. It was elear enough to Abe that
day, but not so clear the next. The
lobby had got after him.

Your congressional or legislative lob-
byist is a smart man. He is a student
of character. He Is a diplomat. He is
sleek and slick. In this case when it |
became apparent that the vote would
be close the Hon. Abraham Hewson
was given especial attention. Cigars
and champagne met him at every
turn. Men were solicitous about his
health. He came to know that shawls
and dress patterns and jewelry were
being sent to his mountain home. Tai-
lors were ready to measure him for
pew suits without cost to himself, and
hints were thrown out that after the

fill an important position down in “2e
lowlands.

All this was very soothing and se-
ductive to Abe. He had always been
used to plaig speech. A spade was
either a spade or not a spade. The
sophistry of the lobbyists tangled him
up. He was made to see that under
certain circumstances a long handled
shovel became a short handled spade.
He was a man without a grain of nat-
| ural vanity, but when gentlemen of
wealth and education asked him to sit
down and drink and smoke with them
and deferred to his oplnions it was
only natural that he should feel puffed
up.

The day came when a poll of the
house showed that the vote on the rail-
road bill would be a tie. Abe Hewson
could not be counted for certain on
ecither side. Both sides claimed him,
but he had made no direct promise.
The casting vote would be his. Some
of his mountain constituents had come
down, but between the lobbyists for
and the members against the bill they
had soon been reduced to a state of un-
certainty. For the first time in the
history of the legislature an ignorant
but honest *“coonskin” member held
the balance of power with the most im-
portant bill of two decades in the bal-
ance,

Queerly enough, the lobbyists had not
resorted to direct bribery in Abe’s case.
They might argue and cajole and
threw hints of rewards, but they felt
afraid to go further, Both sides felt
that he was trying to figure things out
for bimself and then cast his vote as
conscience Qictated.

The day finally came when the bill
was t6 be put on its final passage.
That it would be a tie vote every one
was assured. Abe Hewson was in h¥s
seat, pale, nervous and hesitating be-
tween two opinions. He was no near-
er a decision in his own mind than a
week before. Some preliminary busi-
ness was being transacted when a
messenger called him out. Just out-
side the doors he found his wife. She
had on her poke bonnet and heavy
shoes and calico dress and had been
the sport of a crowd for the last ten
minutes. It was thirty-six miles over
the rough mountain road to the log
cabin, and e had walked all night.
She had never been in the city before,
never seen :ch crowds, never beheld
such bulidiLzs, never looked so many
men in the Jace.

“Gawd, Tilda, but you yere!” ex-
claimed Abe as he laid a hand on her
shoulder.

, part with their honesty to get ahead in
the world. Dom't part with yours. You |
are goin’ whar you'll be tempted, l»f;t!

3 shet your teeth agin it I'm holdin’ |

j my head hich and feelin’ jest as goo™
48 any one on this here mounting, not |
bekase we've got money, Abe, but be- |
kase you are a squar’ man. If you!
should lose that name you'd lose me. |
I'm lovin’ you as much as a wife can, |
but I'm speakin® mighty straight when |
[ tell you that iIf so much as a whisper |
should come back here that veu had
lost your squar'ness I'd walk off and |
starve to death in the woods rather |
than live on with you.”

“Aud | wouldn't be blarin® you, Til- |
€a,” quietly replied Abe as he went out
to waik about and think.

Abe Hewson went dewn (o the capi-
tal of the state in fear and trembling.
He was marked down by certain mem-
bers and lobbyists as a good thing, but
they gave him time to shake himseif
down into his place. There were axes |
to grind on every hand. but it was the |
coal men who had the largest. They |
wanted a charter for a railroad to rua |
W certain undeveloped mines. It |
wasu’t a line to build up the country |
and accommodate the people, but to |
bring coal out to market. They want- |
ed a grant of state lands to recou,pg
themselves. |

A powertul lobhy, ‘
money and arsuiue {
Those who saw throu- i tlhe .\'chvmog
ad kpew that it was o stoal alo |
knew that they bhad their bands full to
fght it

Abe was moving alvuz slowly and
rylng to lock shead for pitfalls v«ben
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weil supplied with |

v-as on hand.

nis,

e found himsel i’ in the thick of it. Li¢o
found nimself in the position of mauny |
8bother before his time. The state |

MPIO\\ no ok yisiz to p.ntmt herself. ‘
All the argument and s sphistry
Woner are ia the hands of those who
Wolia rob ber. The opponents of the
Faiiroad schepe sat down voth Al
Son and wied to wmake him under ‘

| and I'm skeered by the people.
| are laughin' at me

matter of the ruh ad came up an 21! )
| Weess,

{ motacs

and i

“Yes, Abe.”

“But what for? What dun brung
ye?"

“That railroad bill, Abe. I've been
readin’ of it right along, and I've dun
been prayin’.”

“And—and”—

“Prayin’ t¢ Gawd, Abe—prayin’ that
be might dun gimme light to see my
way clear and make you see yours.
The light come yesterday. Gawd he
dun wants you to vote agin that rail-
road and still be an honest man. I've
walked all night to get here and tell
you, I was skeered by the darkness,
They
now. ‘I'd never
have come, Abe—I'd never have come
in this livin' world if ‘Gawd hadn't dun
sent me.”

Half an hour later the bill was put
on its passage, and one of the mes-

sages going eover the wires to people |

interested read:
*Railroad bill knocked into a cocked
hagt, Abe Hewson's wife did it.”

The Irish Fairies.

Fairies still play a prominent part in
the life and belief of the Irish people.
It 18 lucky to spill milk, a servant as-
sured her mistress when she once
dropped a jugtul
will be pleased with th’ sup ye're
lavin' them.” she added. It was the
same servant, savs a writer in the
Grand Magazi who said that the
cood folk were very dainty in their
habits and would not touch anything
that was soiled or dirty.

“Let we tell ye,” she continved. “.\!a
own liitle nenhew in the County 'l'i;n
Neriary. ia young mret
Wias pinin’ away, an’ th' poor
vas distracted to know what
him, till ske called in a wo-
bad th’ name o bein’ wise,
she told me sister th' fairies was
nL 1 th” chiid.

“*An’ what'll 1 do?” asked me sis-
tcr.
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lovely L'y of

was ailin’
pian who

cmear him w 1d dnrt said g ‘wom-
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adjournment he would be wan:2d to !

“Them little pmp!vl
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SPECIAL
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b 1 FRI DAY, from 8to 10 P.T

For Couples Only.

Rates

7:30 to 10:30 P. M.

25c. Per Hour for use of Skates.
entire evening when Skaters furnish their

25¢. for
own Skates.

Tuesday and Friday: §

3:30 to-5:30 P. M.

For Ladies Only, ¢

__SKATING FREE.

Monday and Thursday

3:00 to 5:00 P. M.

For Children:

SKATING
15 Cents.

NO ADMISSION FEE.

Porter & Dexter

Proprietors.
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an, ‘for whatever's annyway dirty th’
fairies ’ll lave after them.’

“Me sister done that, an’ th’ young
child recovered, for when they seeu
th" dirt th’ fairies let him ba”

Wheun Auntie
Auntie was showing
nephew, aged two, to an admirer who
was calliugz upon her for the second
time. He was a very bright youngster
and during a pause in the perform-
ances speci
suddenly remembered the way she had
been teasing him before the caller ar-
rived and decided to turn the tables on
her, so he pointed a ehubby finger at
the door and said. “My rug!

Auntie at once caught the spirit of
the thing and cried emphatiecally, “No,
my rug!”

“My dress,” said her little nephew,
pointing to auntie's gown.

“No, my dress,” replied auntie,

Was Sllenced.

how cute he was.

Then the little boy sidled oxer to the
caller and, pointing at him, eried,
man!™

Silence on the part of auntie—Pil-
grim.

3 THE BON TON. £

off her little |

o A beautiful line of
-l for Shirt Waist Suits.

ally requested by auntie he |
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Ginghams

_k
ONE DOLLARt

# Big line of TWO DOL-
q LAR HATS for .

Three-cornered George Washing-
ton Hats for Babies, Girls and
Misses. Prices 75¢c. and $1.00.

j PRICES REDUCE

qT o come and look means a purchase.,
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“Thie Great Headache Gure,
Bromo--Pepsin 3

1

‘Ko Opiates,

l
!

«*Note the Word Pepsin.”

OURES

On the Spot.
Absolutely Harmless.

All Druggists, 10e, 25¢, and 50¢
For Sale By

The City Pharmacy

LIVE OAK, FLA.
41-23-trwi-yr.

IMrs.

Headache, Indigestion,
Insompia, Nervousness |

i quickly

p
C. W. Bache
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England's Youngest Bride.

The youngest bride who was ever
| led to the altar in England, se far as
| we cau discover, was little Catherine
Apsley, who bad only seen four sum |
mers when she became the wife of the
liquid, affording an easy way of testm‘; first Earl Bathurst, who was exaetly
ing its purity. Drop a small piece of | double her age. The tiny ring worn!
candy in a glass, and over it pour boil- J by Catherine on this oceasion, cver
ing water. Let it stand twenty-four | two centuries ago, is still preserved.
hours. If there is any foreign sub- | Lord Bathurst survived to see the
stance in the candy a sediment will be | eighty-third anuiversary of his wed-|
found in the bottom of the glass.—New | ding day, while his lady was a wife for
York Post, | seventy-six years.—London Chronicle.
T e

Impure Candy.

Beware of impure candy. Sugar in |
candy quickly ferments after eating,
and if too much is eaten serious trou-
bles often result. Pure sugar disselves
in water and leaves a clear
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