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RAINDROPS

She thought the rain would surely bring Hie pnth rti teat
dear one to her door And

Earths little thing Sometime tdok them bis feet
A cap o rainbows wore Ills feet never came

She knew he loved their peaceful sound She heard them rills
hlcnod the gleaming And for what might be

UlRher destiny
i New Lippincott

I THE PARACHUTE JUMPER

By Raymond Z Penney
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IRCUMSTANCES combined to
make the waiting room at the
old lanoo railway station a
great place for storytelling in

winter Innoo was for ono thing a
noted rendezvous for commercial trav-

elers who took trains there for their
drumming tours In the extensive Pow-

der Woods district nnd for another
the big base burner that stood In the I

middle of the combined waiting and I

slUIng room was surrounded by
wide nickel railing which Invited the
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Ono cvciilng my own chair was back
tilted there when a handsome care
less looking young man came In
limping badly although obviously In-

DO pain and sat down silently but
with a friendly glance about him be
tween myself and Old Ilernly who
travels for Carratracca Water and Is

everywhere known as the
Marie

your line said Ilcrnly to
the young man

Aeronaut or used to be Gone out
of the business now

VbyJ
Got hurt
Howi
Thats quite a story

Of course Ilcrnly made him tell It
and It run thus
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When I I was an Aeronaut I
should have said a parachute juniper
It Is a dangerous trade but n fellow
can make a good deal of money by It
In a few years If he doesnt have the
bad luck to get smashed by a fall
The average life of a parachute Jump-
er after he goes Into the trade Is two
years They generally get killed by
sonic sort of carelessness of their own
usually some neglect to see that the
parachute will open all right but I
followed the trade for fie years with-
out accident

I was always careful to examine all
the fhlnesof the bag And the umbrella

et In iplte of my care I
owIng more and more reckless

without fully seeing It I could not
bear to disappoint the people and took
too many chances In the way of
weather but everything went till last
September I engaged with the mana-
gers of the Chlpatheo Annual Fair to
make the ascent every day while the
show was going on

Whflo I was the air the first time
I policed something I didnt like And
that was the spread of the forest south
of the town which extended with
mighty few clearings as far as I
could see A large forest Is one of our
worst enemies for in descending if
the wind lands the parachute in a
grove It Is sure to catch on the tops
of the trees and the poor aeronaut
coming to such a sudden stop often
loses his scat and gets caught on a
limb or goes crashing to the ground
It by chance lie escapes getting his
neck broken his balloon and para-
chute still remain outspread on thehighest branches of the trees and to
get them down without tearing takes
time and labor

For three days I made good trips
for the wind continued to blow from
the south thus carrying me away
from the woods Friday morning I
stood on tho fair grounds congratulatlag myself on the fine weather I had
had so far and hoping It might re
main calm till Saturday night Saturday afternoon to be my last ascenslot at this place but now the airan unseasonable and suspicious
beat and calm I was to go up at 4
oclock and at 3 It was pretty clearthat n thunderstorm was near IndeedIt seemed so near that I then hoped It
would coma and go before ascensiontime
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The air however remained In thesame still brooding electrical condition and at 355 oclock when 15000or 20000 people were expecting me togo up the storm seemed near If Itshould not come the people wouldthink rank coward In case I didnot go up hnd the fair managers
might hold back my money and aboveall my reputation as a man who couldbe depended on to ascend as adverUsed would suffer

It wanted three minutes to 4 the advcrtlsed hour when I gave my assist

went The air was so still and calm
Udelightful sensation and I had learned

like flight

formed a few duple feats on the tra1

1
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word to let gQ thethe next Instant the earth and thecrowd of people began to sink Up I

I seemed to be floating away It Is

to Jove my balloon and 4er easy bIrd

I rapidly and after gazingat the old earth awhile took off
waved It Then I per
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pezo bar when the balloon shot up
Into a slight current of cool air At
the the same moment I noticed a
movement in the lowering but vague
cloud to the north and was struck
with fear that the storm was about
to burst forth

I almost concluded to drop then and
there but I was not more than 500 feet
from the earth and the very same
fear of being taken for a coward which
had sent me up now kept mo

At the same time tho cool draft
of air was carrying mo toward tho for

ascend-
Ing

¬

¬

est at no great speed
But In a few more seconds of ascent-

I was out of that cool space and going
up through air which had not yet be
gun to share in any degree tbe south-
ward motion of the advancing storm
Up I went till I had probably reached
1COO feet of altitude my usual

Then the growing cloud In tho
north lifted with wonderful speed till
It spread over the sky above me and
bright lightning zigzagged down from
the zenith In two divergent streaks
In tho shattering thunder that fol-

lowed I pulled the cord of the para
chute and dropped-

I was not frightened much I thought
It likely I still had time to float down
before the coming of the tornado al
though I thought it must be blowing
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hard overhead The storm was as it
were a vast advancing hand half
open the palm down and the fingers
thrust out above me The palm or
wrist I thought would not reach wo
In nlr

As the parachute opencJout and
my speed slackened I began as usual
to look out and up for the danger that
threatens a parachute at every descent

After tho parachute Is cut looso tho
balloon If unweighted will float for
miles out across the country before
finally overturning nnd tumbling back
to tho earth When It has reached the
ground some ono must take a trip to
bring It in with team and wagon
This means a loss of time nnd money
to avoid which a heavy weight It at
tached to tho top of the balloon and
this causes It to turn over soon after
It Is free

Now a balloon with this weight at
tacked to It Is a pretty heavy thing
and If In falling It happens to miss
the parachute all right But If It hap
pens to crash down Into the slow
falling umbrella It Is all over Noth
ing but n miracle can save the men

After I hall parted company with
the balloon It hovered above mo for a
little time as If striving to regain Its
balance then It suddenly over
Immediately the gas escaped out

hole at the top of the Inverted bal
loon atilt It began to descend Slowly
It came at first then faster and faster
as It grew more empty

I sat In the trapeze watching It so
Intently that I forgot about the cy
clonic wlna which was threatening
me Down camo the In h zlg
Lag line Would It strike me For n
few seconds I could not tell Then it
passed about twenty feet to the right
of me wriggling and flapping and at
that very moment the lightning flashed

rending thunder sound as followed I
Lever beard since nor before At that
time I must have been 600 or 000 feet
above the ground
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Down down I wentl The earth
seemed to bo tusk up tojvard
little sliver streams of water the
houses barns trees and ponds Theonly thing that was lessening In ap
parent size was tho balloon which
rushed down almost directly beneath
and from me until It
began to behave strangely Turning
and twisting It lay almost horizontalfor a moment lien bellied out andflow southward
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The tornado had struck In an

was below me whether me ornot In a very few moments It muststrike the parachute and I felt thatwon little better than a dead man
Lightning streaked the hidden skyagain and thunder rattled as It thebolt bad fallen near and while I wasswinging myself tp and putting myt

my hands the Iron hoop whereare Joined together at tho bottom of

best to keep right side up NWth a cool

can often save his life by quickly andcarefully working the ropes
Puff and off vent light silk capThe next Instan the wind had seizedme Itcamo with rain It struck theparachute with such force that It near

the t grasped on theopposite side from which

ItInstant I understood The gale
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the trapeze bar I grasped with

the and to do my
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chute was tipping and put all ray
weight on It With a lurch the nearly
righted hut only for an Instant and
then went over again this time going

farther than before Still I hung on

for dear life hoping that my weight
would straighten us up in a lull but
the next Instant the wind striking the
canvas on the under side sent us over

Just how It happened or what my
psltion was I never know for I was
In a confusion of ropes and ribs and
linen In an Instant Jly fright must
have crazed me for a few minutes al-

though I still clung to the ropes
The I can recall after that

the that the wind had blown

the parachute nearly inside out and
the sharp snapped two or
three of the cords So now we
were a contused mass of canvas rain
ropes and man all flying a tornado-
at a terrible rate and I gasping
breath and always the earth was
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coming nearer-
I Imagined I saw my body after It

should strike the ground or mud a
thing of flesh and bones

sickened me and I
my eyes to shut out the sight of the
dim earth

It Is amazing how rapidly a mans
brain will think In such moments
No sooner had I closed myeyes than
on tho lnmodonl In thin look

shapeless
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I did the left
I It ten years ago I saw a boy of six

teen cautiously crawling out of a sec
ondstory window on to tho porch On
reaching the edge he easily slid down

of the corner posts and landed on
the ground slipping Into hIs
shoed fee gave one last look at the
house and stole out Into the shadows
and darkness Just what the next
scene would bo I cannot say for I was
suddenly twisted In such a way that
nearly all my weight came on ono
rope which Instantly snapped and let
cue of my feet looso

This roused me I seemed to go
down and onward faster than before
If such a thing were possible I looked
down And saw the ground not seven
tyfive feet below me The parachute-
was flying over It at great speed Sud
denly the ground seemed o rlso up
for the woods had come underneath-
m Two or three seconds more and
my brains would be dashed out on
acme limb of some neighboring tree-

I Jerked my other foot loose so I
could go down feet first then
eyes as I breathed a silent prayer
Just as blinding flashes lightened
above me The next moment amid
the thunder and n great fresh gust of
rain something seemed to reach up
at me There was a crash as I met It
and then I became senseless

When I regained consciousness the
sky was blue above me and the sun
was nearing the horizon in mists ot
great glory Looking about me I found
I was lying on or In the balloon which
hall been blown against the top of a
large spreading oak In such a way
that tho bag completely covered tho
higher branches On this huge can-
opy I had been flung down falling
Into a sort of hollow between two
branches or more likely been shaken
Into that hollow by the gale as It bat-
tled with tho outspread balloon
which was much torn In places and
would probably have been blown
away In shreds hall tho tornado not
passed so quickly It lasted not twelve
minutes as I afterward learned Tom
sibly I might have dropped right
through tho stuff but for the tact that
the oak was greatly with n
huge grapevine

Ing exactly as it night I
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shut my
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AS soon as I tried to clamber out of
that hollow I found my right leg was
broken both bones right hero below
tho knee my left ankle badly
sprained my right side severely
bruised and every bone In my body
aching from the great jar I un

For nearly halt an hour I lay out
stretched on my airy bed my hands
still entangled among tho ropes near
er dead than alive then I beard A
voice shout Here IsB right over thisbig oak and I knew a search party
had found the balloon I shouted then
They were greatly amazed to find me
as well as my apparatus there How
did they get mo down

But before he had fairly begun toexplain the process the expected train
whIstled tho group broke up and thatwas tho last I beard or saw of thoyoung parachute Jumper youths
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A Hint Worth T UIreA touch of Venetian coloring has
ono of the summer residents There

have recently been
anchored in the of tho bay Jaorder to reach tho shore the ownersof the craft have small catriggedboats n

era evidently a toveV of the picturesque has fitted his catboat with asail iOf deep Pompelan red and as the

lends a strikingly attractive bit ofcolor to the scene If yachtsmen
would only adopt the suggestion of

owner Mediter
made glorious with the colorof painted grow up withina trolley rid from NewYork Xlrnen

A law been by the
and Legislature forbidding the requirement of
certain grades

been brought to Bay by

tenders Ono or these own

little craft dodges In and out amongthe wblto Balls Of larger yachts she
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Preparing the Lawn

To get a good lawn there should be
no trees or shrubbery to draw upon
tho land The fall Is the best time Q

get ready for the lawn Plow tho
ground and apply mevln Sep

tember work the laud well and apply
100 pounds each per acre 6f super

and sulphate of potash har-
rowing It in After the first sow
blue grass and white cloversecd using
plenty of seed acid bruh the land
over or roll It with a roller
will make considerable growth before
winter Early In the spring apply
100 pounds nitrate of soda per acre
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Grazing Antmnlt In tile Orchard

It Is usually found difficult to tether
lnn animal out to grass In a field or
orchard without endangering the safe
ty of the animal An excellent plan
shown In Stretch a stout
wirefrom Jo tree from tree
to post or to post On this place

things
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a ring with and hltchlngtrap
Tho ring can be stopped as

shown at a suitable distance from the
trees or posts A calf cannot get

tangled up with such a device as
this and Is moreover given a much
longer range for feeding

Where farm dogs must bo kept tied
up when not on guard duty this
plan of fastening them will afford
needed exercise Whatever tho device
that Is used for tethering animals It
Is Important that the chain or
should have a swivel arrangement to
prevent It from becoming twisted with
the turns the sure to make
New York Tribune

When and now to Thin FraU
The Kansas station claims that the

work of thinning fruits should bo done
when the little fruits are from

to threefourths of nn Inch In
diameter before the pits have begun
to harden and before there has been
an exhaustive strain on the tree By
relieving the tree of all extra effortat this tine it can put Its energy Into
developing the remaining fruits The
thinning should be done by blind so
that a systematic selection of fruitsto remain may be made A largo
amount of good Judgment Is necessary
to thin fruits so as to up thecrop on a tree

With peaches the aim should be to
leave the fruits at six Inchesapart However the size and strength
of the limbs will determine this to

extent limbs eighteen
Inches long can probably support only
one fruit In plums tbe die
tance to leave the fruits cannotbe so definitely stated because

In clusters The clusters
should bo broken up so that only twoor three fruits remain the idea being
not to have the fruits touch whim

rope

curly

apart

role at-

tached
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ripe Apricots may be left about threetimes as thick as peaches that is soas to be two apart when ripe
With apples and pears the clusters
should be thinned down to ono or twoof the best fruits

a
Fancy Strawberries

It a poor man Is Industrious andwilling to work let him move on toa small piece of ground where thereIs a comfortable house for his family
and go to raising fancy
and he will be more Independent and
says a writer In Gardening In con
nection with the itemsA glossy appearance goes away In attracting the attention ofto a fancy grade of strawberries and the merchant who handlesthem can get from two tothree cents more per

Clean and attractive boxes are

make a better than In town

acres

¬

¬

ryto fancy straw

mistaken economy to use any but newboxes
When growing fancy strawbertfeson poor soil I manure

mulch as It contains numerous fertilizing elements to be washed Intothe soil
The grower of fancy strawberriesreceives more profit from

ad acre of than the person whogrows a common grade receives froma whole acre
The careless person cannot grow

v v vnlgives tfcem the right Kind of attentionat the proper time I
V

strawberries as another

even a
l llon the market Whilebox materIal Is so cheap It would be
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Si Bartholomew he can
Whittle anything you kit
Thee I

So Im a

never dull a bit

For M in

Clean off right above your

An a windmill thatll
If hold it out

An o teeny

ho whittles It spy

P he there never

SI

IIes e mutes
Onet he whittled me a boat

An It
An there WUlt room to float

for

Imitate
to see

mixes
the sAn the other

When hIs knife to
Youll cut your
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Aras II built bow
An some arren an gas

go
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II dagger an II sword
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I saw a girl with tour sets of
In her head yesterday No
She wore side
Bulletin

Mothllde Jfr Hungerfordltt
who thoroughly believes in him

Elaine How very gullible he

A very even temper
possesses Im

Quito can i
cranky all the time

Philadelphia E-

He One cannot always tellwW
a girl means what she i

And one cannot always tell
man cares whether she meats

she saysPucIt
What a debt we owe to ncj

science ba said as be put dm
paper Good heavens
claimed havent paid that 4
tors bill yetrChlcogo Post

If every nan fulfilled his pIn

For ho would doom
To utter idlenessWashington

Housekeeper You neednt wIT

any cold victuals for I tit
any Weary WllloAll ri

couple o soft boiled
a broiled steak and c cup 0
do Philadelphia Record

Poetic Bridegroom could
foreVer gazing into your eyes c

listening to the wash of the
Practical Bride Oh that rem
me darling wo have not paid i

laundry bill Lift I

Wife I somehow Just feel In

borifcs that we will go to Europe
summer Husband In which I-
ndo you feel It WlfeW
dont exactly know nut I
my wish bone Boston Travellai-

He Do you believe in love to

cottage She No indeed I dot

He How about love In a
She Oh George this Is too
He Well it wont be If weve pt

till I earn the palace
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Mrs Newbrlde H6w much
yourspring chickens Poultw

bride Weller Ive got to be v

economical so Just give mo the re

smallest pair you have Phils
phla Press

What Is that breed of rabbit
multiplies so rapidly inquired I

forgetful man The
guess remarked the dyspeptic
of them taken Just before bedtime
generate a whole menagerie PM-

delpbla Press
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The case of death from the of

viper reported from Cumberland
the first for several years 0ho b

but is much rarely tats
most people Imagine This we
leave Is only the seventh case

pair maom

0

bite

of n viper paint

on

k

tt

Dollar a Zirr at I

t

iI

t

d I
t

Wclsh

ta
e

ai

Vipers e

a

is always intensely
morn
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ord In England the past f
years and here as in most other CM

we victim child
carefully noted vipers rarely
except by of Tb

can be safely observed nt close fl1
tern If are not touched tho
the cases of most the
irritated by accident Westmiw
Gazette J
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