RAINDROPS,

Bhe thonght the rain would surely bring
The Jdear one to her door;
Earth’s every little upward thing

A cap of rainbows wore,

Bhe knew he loved their neaceful sound,
And hlessed the gleaming gems,

Or lnughed tothink hisforehead crowned
With such cool diadems.

Upon the path rhe heard them beat,
And whispered low his name;

Sometimes ghe took them for his feet,
His feet that never came,

8he heard them falling in the rills,
And wept for what might be,

Nor caught the music on the hills
Of !na{mr destiny,

—Agnes Lee, in New Lippincott,
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¢ THE PARACHUTE JUMPER.

By Raymond Z. Penney.
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IRCUMSTANCES combined to

make the walting room at the

old Ianoo rallway station a

great place for story-telling in
winter, lanoo was, for one thing, a
noted rendezvous for commercial trav-
elers, who took tralns there for thelr
drumming tours in the extensive Pow-
der Woods distriet; and for anotler,
the big base burner that stood In the
middle of the combined waliting and
gitting room was seurrounded by a
wide nickel ralling, which Invited the
heels of talkers and listeners.

One evening my own chalr was back
tilted there, when a handsome, care-
less looking young man came in,
Bmplng badly, although obviously in
no paln, and sat down silently, but
with a friendly glance about him, be-
tween myself and Old Hernly, who

travels for Carratracea Water, and is
everywhere known as the Interroga-
tion Mark.

“What's your line?”
the young man,

“Aeronaut, or used to be,
of the business now.”

“Why " ;

“Got hurt,”

“How "

“That's quite a story."”

Of course Hernly made him tell it,
and It run thus:

sald Hernly to

Gone out |

When I gald I was an aeronaut, I
should have sald a parachute jumper,
It iz a dangerous trade, but a fellow
can make a good deal of money by it
In a few years if he doesn't have the
bad lJuck to get smashed by a fall,
The average life of a parachute jump-
er, after he goes Into the trade, I8 two
years, They generally get killed by
some gort of carclessness of their own,
usually some neglect to gee that the
parachute will open all right, but I
followed the trade for five years with-
out accldent,

I was always eareful to efamine all
the fixings,of the bag and the umbrella
ms pite of my care I

{ y wowing more and more reckless
without fully seeing it. I could not
bear to disappoint the people, and took
too many chances In the way of
weather, but everything went ti)l last
Beptember, 1 with the mana
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I engaged
gors of the Chipathee Annual Fair to
make the ascent every day while the
show was going on

While I was in the alr the first time
I poticed something I didn't like, and
that was the spread of the forest south
of the town, which extended. with
mighty few clearings, as far as I
could see. A large forest Is one of our
worst enemles, for In descending, if
the wind lands the parachute In a
grove, it Is sure to cateh on the tops
of the trees, and the poor aeronaut,
coming to such a sudden stop, often
loses his seat, and gets caught on a
Hmb, or goes crashing to the ground.
If by chance he escapes getting his
neck broken, his balloon and para-
chute still remain outspread on the
highest branches of the trees, and to
get them down without tearing takes
time and labor,

For three days I made good trips,
for the wind continued to blow from
the south, thus carrying me away
from the woods, Friday morning 'l
stood on the fafy grounds, congratulat-
Ing myself on the fine weather I had
bad so far, and hoping it might ve.
main calm til Saturday night—Satur-
day afternoon was to be my last ascen-
slon at this place, but now the alp
had an unseasonable and susplclous
heat and calm. I was to go up at 4
o'clock, and at 8 it was pretty cleay
that a thunderstorm was near; Indeedq,
It seemed so near that I then hoped it
would come and go before ascension
time,

The alr, however, remained in the
same still, brooding, electrical conWi-
tion, and at 3,55 o'clock, when 15,000
or 20,000 people were expecting me to
80 up, the storm seemed near. If it
should not come, the people wonld
think me a rank coward In case I diq
not go up, and the faly managers
might hold back my money; and above
all; my reputation as a man who could
be depended on to ascend as adver.
tised would suffer,

It wanted three minutes to 4, the ad.
vertised hour, when I gave my assist-
ant the word to let go the guys, and
In the next Instant the earth and the
erowd of people began to sink, Up1
went! The alr was so still and ealm
I seemed to be floating away, Itisa
delightful sensation, and I had learned
to love my balloon and her easy, hird-
dlke flight,

1 rose rapldly, and after gazing
down at the old eart) awhile, took off
auy cap and waved it, Then | per-
formed a few simple feats on the tra.

peze, bar, when the balloon shot up
Into a slight current of cool air, At
the the same meoment I noticed a
movement in the lowering but vigue
cloud to the north, and was struck
with fear that the storm was about
to burst forth,

I almost concluded to drop then and
there, but I was not more than 500 feet
from the earth, and the very same
fear of being taken for a coward which
bad sent me up now kept me ascend-
Ing. At the same time the cool draft
of alr was carrying me toward the for-
est at no great speed,

But In a few more seconds of ascent
I was out of that cool space and golng
up through air which had not yet be-
gun to share in any degree the south-
ward motion of the advancing storm,
Up I went till I had probably reached
1500 feet of altitude, my usual as-
cent, Then the growing cloud in the
north lifted with wonderful speed till
it spread over the sky above me, and
bright lightning zigzagged down from
the zenith In two divergent streaks,
In the shattering thunder that fol-
lowed I pulled the cord of the para-
chute and dropped.

I 'was not frightened much. I thought
It likely I still had time to float down
before the coming of the tornado, al-
though I thought it must be blowing
hard overhead. The storm was, as it
were, a vast advancing hand, half-
open, the palm down and the fingers
thrust out above me, The palm or
wrist, I thought, would not reach me
in alr,

As the parachute openel out and
my speed slackened I began, as usual,
to look out and up for the danger that
threatens a parachute at every descent,
After the parachute s cut logse the
balloon, if unwelghted, will float for
miles out across the céuntry before
finally overturning and tumbling back
to the earth, When it has reached the
ground, some one must take a trip to
bring It In with team and wagon.
This means a loss of time and money,
to avoid which a heavy welght it at-
tached to the top of the balloon, and
this causes it to turn over soon after
it I8 free,

Now a balloon with this welght at-
tached to it is a pretty heavy thing,
and if, in falling, it happens to miss
the parachute, all right! But if it hap-
pens to crash down into the slow-
falling umbrelln, it I8 all over, Noth-
Ing but a miracle can save the men.

After I had parted company with
the balloon it hovered above me for a
little time, as if striving to regain its
balance, then it suddenly turned over,
Immediately the gas escaped out of
the hole at the top of the inverted bal-
loon, and it began to descend. Blowliy
It came at first, then faster and faster
as It grew more empty.

I sat in the trapeze watching 1t so
intently that I forgot about the coy-
clonie wind which was threatening
me, Down came the balloon In & zlg-
zag llne, Would It strike me? For a
few seconds I conld not tell, Then It
passed about twenty feet to the right
of me, wriggling and flapping, and at
that very moment the lightning flashed
terribly agaln, and such a rattling and
rending thunder sound as followed I
Lever heard since nor before, At that
time I must have been 800 or 900 feet
above the ground.

Down, down I went! The earth
feemed to be rash up topvard me—the
little silver streams of water, the
houses, barns, trees and ponds, The
only thing that was lessening In ap-
parent size was the balloon, ‘which
rughed down almost directly beneath
and away from me, nntil suddenly It
began to behave strangely. Turning
and twisting, it lay almost horizontal
for a moment, fien bellled out and
flew southward.

The tornado had struck it. In an
Instant I wnderstood this, The gale
was below me, whether above me or
not. In a very few moments it must
strike the parachute, and I felt that I
was little better than a dead man,

Lightning streaked the hidden sky
again, and thunder rattled as if the
bolt had fallen near, and while I was
xwlg)xlng myself up and putting my
feet on the trapezo bar, T grasped with
my hands the iron hoop where TOpes
are jolned together at the bottom of
the parnchute, and prepared to do my
best to keep right side up. . With a cool
head and steady nerve, an aeronaut
can often save his lite by quickly and
carefully working the ropes,

Puff! and off went my light sl ecap,
The next instan* the wind had seized
me. It came witn rain, It struck the
parachute with sueh force that it near.
ly sent it_over. Flying along toward

the soutis,” I grasped the rope on the
opposite side from which the
AN r

chute was tipping, and put all my
welght op 1t. With a lurch she nearly
vighted, hut only for an Instant, and
then went over agaln, this time going
farther than before, Still I hung on
for dear life, hoping that my weight
would straighten us up in a lull, but
the next Instant the wind, striking the
canvas on the under side, sent us over,

Just how it happened, or what my
p:sition was, I never knew, for I was
in a confusion of ropes and ribs and
linen in an Justant, My fright must
have crazed me for a le;)w minutes, al-

hough I still clung to the ropes,

1 ;bg first thing I ean recall after that
was the sense that the wind had blown
the parachute nearly lnuge out, and
the sharp strain had snapped two or
three of the cords, 8o ¢hat now we
were a confused mass of canvas, rain,
ropes and man, all flying on a tornado
at a terrible rate, and I gasping for
breath; and always the earth was
coming nearer,

I imagined I saw my body after It
should strike the ground or mud, a
shapeless thing. of fiesh and bones.
The thought sickened me, and I cloged

my eyes to shut out the sight of the

dim earth, ,
It is amazing how rapidly a man’s

brain will think in such moments.
No sooner had I cloged my eyes than I
saw the old homestead in Ohlo, look-
ing exactly as it did the night T left
it, ten years ago. I saw a boy of six-
teen cautiously crawling out of a sec-
ond-story window on to the porch, On
reaching the edge he easily slid down
one of the corner posts and landed on
the ground, Here, slipping into his |
shoed, he gave one Inst look at the

house and stole out Into the shadows |
azd darknesgs., Just what. the noxt!
geene would be I cannot say, for I was |
suddenly twisted in such a way that |

nearly all my welght came on one !
rope, which Instantly snapped and let
one of my feet loose.

This roused me. I geemed to go
down and onward faster than beforey
if such a thing were posgible. I looked
down and saw the ground not seven-
ty-five feet below me. The parachute
was flying over it at great speed. Sud-
denly the ground seemed to rise up,
for the woods had come underneath
me  Two or three seconds more and
my braing would be dashed out on
scme limb of some neighboring tree.

I jerked my other foot looge, so I
could go down feet first; then shut my
eyes a8 I breathed a silent prayer,
Just as Dblinding flashes lightened
above me. The next moment, amid
the thunder and a great, fresh gust of
rain, something seemed to reach up
at me, There was a’ crash as I met it
and then I beeame senseless,

When I regained consciousness the
sky was blue above me and the sun |
was nearing the horizon in mists of |
great glory. Looking about me I found |
I was lylng on or in the balloon, which |
had been blown against the top of a
large, spreading oak in such a way
that the bag completely covered the
higher branches. On this huge can-
opy I bad been flung down, falling
into a sort of hollow between two
branches, or more likely been shaken
into that hollow by the gale as it bat-
tled with the outspread balloon,
which was much torn in places, and
would probably have been blown
away In ghreds had the tornado not
passed so quickly. It lasted not twelve
minutes, as I afterward learned. Pos-
sibly I might have dropped right
through the stuff, but for the fact that
the oak was greatly overgrown with a
buge grapevine,

As soon as I tried to elamber out of
that hollow I found my right leg was

Preparing the Lawn,

To get a good lawn there should be
no trees or shrubbery to deaw upon
the laad. 'The fall s the best time ‘o
get ready for the lawn. Plow the
grotnd now and apply Hme.  In Sep-
tember work the land well and apply
100 pounds each per acre of super-
phosphate and sulphate of potash, har-
rowing It In. After the first raln sow
blue grass and white cloverseed, using
plenty of seed, and brugh the hxid
over or roll it with a roller. The grags
will make considerable growth before
‘winter. Rarly in the spring apply
100 pounds nitrate of soda per acre,

Graging Animalp in the Orchard.

It 18 usually found difficult to tether
an animal out to grass in a field or
orchard without endangering the safe-
ty of the animal. An excellent plan is
shown In the ‘cut, Streteh a stout
wire from tree to tree, or from tree
to post, or post to post. On this place

PR
FOR A GRAZING CALF OB HOREE,

broken, both bones, right here below
the knee; my left ankle badly
sprained, my right side severely
bruised, and every bone In my body
aching from the great jar I had un-
dergone,

For nearly half an hour I lay out-
stretched on my airy bed, my hands
still entangled among the ropes, near-
er dead than alive; then I heard a
volce ghout, “Here s B, right over this
big oak!” and I knew a search party
had found the balloon. I shouted then,
They were greatly amaged to find me,
as well as my apparatus there, How
did they get me down?

But before he had fairly begun to
explain the process the expected train
whistled, the group broke up, and that
was the last I heard or saw of the
young parachute jumper, — Youth's
Companion,

A Hint Worth Taking,

A touch of Venetian coloring has
been brought to Sheepshead Bay by
one of the summer residents, There
hoaseboats lhave recently  been
anchored in the middle of the bay. Ia
order to reach the shore the owners
of the craft have cmall  cat-rigged
boats ag tenders. One of these own-
ers, evidently a lovér of the pletup-
esque, has fitted his catboat with a
sail of deep Pompelan red, and as the
little eraft dodges in and out among
the white sails of larger yachts she
lends a strikingly attractive bit of
color to the secene, It yachtsmen
would only adopt the suggestion of
this bouseboat owner another Mediter~
ranean made glorious with the color
of palnted sails might grow up within
a trolley rid from Manbattap,—New
York vimes, s ;

A Iaw bas been passed by ¢

{

m ?‘;lllltu!. forhidding the .‘4.
of stud, ot ome for b

a ring with rope and hitching-trap at-
tached. The ring can be stopped, as

 shown, at a suitable distance from the

trees or posts. A calf cannot get
“tangled up"” with such a device as
this, and I8, moreover, given a much
longer range for feeding,

Where farm dogs must be kept tied
up when not on “guard duty” this
plan of fastening them will afford
needed exercise, Whatever the device
that is used for tethering animals, it
is important that the chain or rope
should have a swivel arrangement to
prevent it from becoming twisted with
the turns the animal is sure to make.—
New York Tribune,

‘When and How to Thin Fruit,

The Kansns station claims that the
work of thinuiag fruite should be done
¢arly when the little fruits are from
one-half to three-fourths of an inch in

‘ dlameter, before the pits have begun

to harden, and before there has bgen
an exhaustive strain on the tree, By
relieving the tree of all extra effort
at this tixe it can put its energy into
developing the remaining fruits, The
thinning should be done by hand so
that a systematic selection of fruits
to remain may be made, A large
amount of good judgment is necessary
to thin frults 8o as to balance up the
crop on a tree,

With peaches the alm should be to
leave the fruits at least six Inches
apart. However, the glze and strength
of the limbs will determine thig to
Some extent; slender Mmbs elghtecn
inches long can probably support only
one frult, In thinning plums the dis-
tance apart to leave the fruits cannot
be 8o definitely stated because they
are produced in cluswers, The clusters
should be broken up so that only two
or three frults remain, the iden being
not to have the fruits toucl when
ripe. Apricots may be left about three
times as thick as peaches, that is, so
a8 to be two inches apart when ripe,
With apples and pears the clusters
should be' thinned down to one or two
of the best fruits,

Fancy Strawberries,

If a poor man is industrious and
willlng to work, let him move on to
4 small plece of ground where there
Is a comfortable house for his family,
and go to raising fancy strawberries,
and he will be more Independent and
make a better living than in town,
says a writer In Gardening 1n con-
nectlon with the following items: .

A glossy appearance goes a long
way In attracting the attentlon of
passersby to a fancy grade of straw-
berrles, and the merchant who handivg
them can always get from two to
three cents more per quart,

Clean and attractive boxes are neces-
sary‘to make even a fancy straw.
berry look well on the market, While
box material Iy so cheap it wounld be
mistaken economy to use any but new
boxes,

When growing f cy
on poor sofl, I prefer yard manure
to any other material or o winter
mulch, ‘as it contalrs numerous fer-
tillzing elements to Lo washed into
the soil,

The grower of fancy straw
receives more profit from mtm
an acre of land than the person who
Brows a common grade recelves from

strawberyles

person cannot -grow
ives thes the it Kid of ttenion

ng, you heth
e !lmnru-u' may
wuess T ever met,
Onct he _whit_tled e a boat,
An' sailed it in the drain,
‘An’ there wasn't voom to fi;
Bo I'm waitin’ for a rip,

Bi’s knife's never dull a bit,
, you ought to see hiy, 14
For he mixes in some ¢pijt—
Yes, gir the whettiy'
An’ the other day he said,
When T asked his knife't
“Sakes alive!  You'll cut yoyp
Clean off, right above yoy,
An’s he's made a bully Loy,
An’ some arrers, an’ a gy
A?' a wimmﬂl that'll g0 '}
you hold it out an’ riun;
da an’ a sword, = |
e B .hk . kin'-m]lp.
e & common haged )]
Ane'ho wwhiftles it umncl:

He sits ‘roun’ all day, Si g
Whittlin® shavin’s in his Jgy
a, he says there never wag
Such a lazy. shif'less chayp, -

An’ he doesn’t earn his keep

But I think he does, yoy 4
"Cnuee he has to work a heap
Malkin® handy things for mg,
~Edwin L. Sabin; in New Lipp

“I saw a givl with four sets o(»
In her head yesterday.” “Noi*
She wore slde combs,"——Philyg
Bulletin, ]

Mathilde—*“Mr, Hungerford i g
who thoroughly belleves in hig
Elaine—"How wvery gullible ho §
be.""~Town and' Country, .

A very even temper
My wife possesses, I'm
- Quite certain naught can changed

She’s cranky all the time.
~Philadelphia B

He—"0One cannot always tell wh
a girl means what she says"
“And one cannot always tell wi
a man cares whether she meany
she says.”—Puck, ‘

“What a debt we owe to mg
science,” he said as he put dow
paper, “Good heavens!" she
claimed, “haven't you paid thut
tor's bill yet?"—Chicago Post, |
If every man fulfilled his rrh'

3,

Twould work extreme
For he would doom posterity
To utter idleness. ;
~Washington

Housekeeper—*“You needn't ask
for any cold victualg, for I
any."” Weary  Willie—"All #
ma'am—a couple o soft boiled
o brojled steak and & cup o' col
do."—Philadelphia Record,

Poetie Bridegroom—"I could sit
forever, gazing into your eyes
listening to the wash of the oot
Practical Bride—"0Oh, that rem
me, darling; we have not [\.'lhl
laundry bill yet.”—Brooklyn Life

Wife—"1 somekow just feel in§
borfes that we will go to Burop
summer.” Husband—"In which i
do you feel it maost?” Wife— Wl
don’t exactly know, Dut 1 guess
my wish bone."—EBoston Trnwlv

He—"Do you believe in love
cottage?' She—*"No, indeed, | o
He—"How about love In a pil
She—"Oh, George, this is too sudd
He—"Well, it won't be if we've g
wait till I earn the palace”
Smart Set. :

Mrs, Newbride—“How much *
your - spring chickens®" Poulie
“Dollar a palr, ma'am.” Mrs )
bride—"Well—er~I've got to be ¥
economlical, o just glve me the
smallest palr you have,—Phi
phia Press. . 1

“What 18 that breed of rabbit ¥
multiplies 8o rapidly?" inquired
forgetful man. *““The Welsh.rabhll
guess,” remarked the dyspeptic. "V
of them taken just before bedtime®
generate a whole menngerie.”—F
delphia Press, A

Vipors in England.

The case of death from the bite of
viper reported from Cumberland
the first for several years, The
of a viper Is always intensely pal
but 1s much more tatal
most people Imagine, M
leve, is only the e pase o
ord ‘in England
years, and here, as |
tae vietim was a ¢
carefully noted that




