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Southern Clubs and Club Women

Club Work in Beautiful Florida .
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il is curious and interesting to turn from the elub work
of these southern States that lie close to one another, sepa-
rated "_“f.\' by l‘i\'ers and state lines, to the Federation prob-
lem+« of the more isolated peninsula of Florida, Stretehing
aown into tropieal waters, dotted with romantic lakes, mys-
terigis with the eerie beauty of its keys and everglades, it
has, nevertheless, some very real and perplexing difficulties
W sclve, rising partly from those very conditions that make
it 50 strange and picturesque.

W}ien Florida's 33,000,000 acres were ceded to her, over

two-thirds of it was swamp, or undrained land. This one
f2et alone, involving the stupendous task of reclaiming vast
areas of fertile tervitory, comprised an undertaking worth
the forming of a Federation to bring about. But this is
only one of the State’s many problems. Florida has semi-
tropical diseases and fevers to eradicate; conditions of il-
literacy to combat; Indian, Negro and Latin immigrant fae-
tors in her population to harmonize ; undeveloped industries
and resources to be exploited, and last but not least the thin-
ly settled and scattered population of the southwestern part
of the state to be bound closer to the more developed east
coast, and awakened to self development through an
aroused civie consciousness, The Federation has a great
work beneath its hand, and the hand, though white and
small, is firm and never idle.
) In all thees needs and undertakings that 1T have been en-
uerating, the women are active, and the men are welcoming
this activity and making it co-operant with their own en-
deavors.  The state is wide awake, Evervwhere one feels
the thrill of enthusiasm.

Some months ago I told you of the Fedevation's triumph

of conservation—the acquisition of Royal Palm Park, and
the work of the club women to conserve and protect the
bird and plant life that it contains, The state legislature
has been generous and sympathetic toward this work, and
the women have gained eourage to go on asking their con-
gressmen for more help and better laws,  During the com-
ing legiglature they will present bills asking for prohibition,
suffgage and an adequate child lubor law, as well as appro-
priations for other splendid undertakings,
2 Mrs. George Wright, the Chairman of Education, fells
us that Local Option Compulsory Edueation has been acted
upon in seven eounties, and in each instance has been the di-
rect result of efforts of club women, Women as attendance
officers have been appointed and are serving in a ereditable
manner. Among the women serving as school trustees we
find onr own past Federation President, Mes, William Hock-
er,

“The ‘Teacherage’ has long been advoeated hy this de-
partment, but only just now are we able to report actual
work accomplished in this direction. The converting, in one
town, of an old school building inte a modern home, with
comfortable rooms, sleeping porches, study hall, ete., comes
as an innovation. In other loealities & number of teachers
themselves have adopted this method of living,  Conserva-
tion of the teacher's strength by comfortable environments
inereases efficiency.

A comfortably equipped rest room [or teachers is 4 eom-
mendable feature of club work,”

Not only the elub women. hut the feachers as well are
interested in the education of the Seminole Indians, and
some very splendid work huas already been accomplished,
Three little Indian hoys attending Fort Saundersville Public
School are watched with keen interest, and have become
popular with the other children. Tony Tommie, Wild Cat
Tiger, and Tom Tiger are the warlike names of these mos!
peaceable youngsters, and the ferocious suggestiveness ol
{he second little fellow’s caption stands oddly beside the
splendid markings of hig reports,  Wild Caf Tiger has on
Iy been in school three vears, but begins the coming session
in the seventh grade.

There is much need of immediate help among the Tn-
dian families in the camps. where grown up boys musi he
maintained while receiving lang neglected schooling, A
amall weekly allowance for each family with boys and voung
men to be educated is being agitated by the Federation, and
it is hoped to greatly increase the Indian enrollment of the
schools for the term to come. The four years' work that
the elub women have done among these Indians has brought
vestlts of ever inereasing gratification, and when one real-
izes the ignorance, the diseases, the suffering and often the
sin that enters the lives of these strange picturesque people,
living among their impenetrable swamps and everglades, so
near and vet so far from the civilization that is throbbing all
around them, one yvearns to see this wonderful work come
to its power and bear good fruit. Of such as these was Os-
ceola, of pathetic grandeur. Who knows but little Wild Cat
Tiger mav have in his small brown breast the dreams and

vearnings that made this lome chief at onee so noble and 50
piteous! )

One thinks of these little bronze children against the
emerald setting of Florida's palms and the sapphire of her
lakes as one would picture a floek of brilliant tropical birds,
and in tarning from the Seminole Department of the Fed-
eration in their lahor of eonserving the Indian child. to the
Department for Bird Protection in its work of saving Flor-
ida's birds of Paradise, one feels a sense of similarity; L2
of symbolism. )

“The bird ehairman. Mrs. Julia A. Hansen. is keen and
business-like. She realizes the value of press agitatign, and
also the necessity for arousing in school rhilaIrvn.lp:lt'ﬁvul:u'-
Iv little boys, a desire to foster and profect Florida's treas-
ury of bird life. In one rookery alone, dl'::t_'m'el'ml- by Mrs.
Hanson’s son and named for her, are some ol l"lui most beau-
iful species of birds to he found in f.P!l’ United H:;hss.nmm
being rare sorts of the valued If’al‘mhm plumage. In this
ane rookery are to be found white egrets, herons, ibises and
the now searce roszeate spoonbill. _ 1

Beginning with the school-boy is one ;.!‘l'"_'ti way of get-
ting at the root of the matter—that is, 1jr1|t_'>:ﬁ itisa lll‘i(‘Ll."\[\f.(]
«fTair with two well-defined sources of dificulty. ) Aren't
vou ashamed of yourself to steal those eggs and grieve the
mother-bird’s breast ! eried an indignant grande dame to a
rilty small boy.

MII"}‘I\-‘:T ;'fm'mil. [ ain't,”” replied the urchin coolly. “She
doesn’t know anything about it, cause she’s on yvour hat!”

This aneedote does not hit home in Florida. The wo-
men of Florida are proud of the fact that their state leads
all others in the union in the non-wearing of aigreftes by
‘vomen. although Florida is so fertile a field for the industry
of producing these delicate feathers. -

The past gear brought about an interesting treaty be-
tween the United States and Great Britain for the protecting
of birds in America and Canada. This will greatly simpli-
fv the work of Women’s Clubs, The Department of Agricul-
tare and the Audubon Societies in protecting the birds.
Perhaps it will prohibit the cruel practices that obtain in

the securing of aigrettes! By no means th
he considered in the conservation of bird lif
recessity for these little creatures in ridding
grain-destroying insects. In certain sections where
“m s killing of insecti birds has taken place, tk
sults have been nothis® Snort of disastrous. France
that the destruction of sueh birds has caused whole vine-
vords, fields and gardens to be devoured by caterpillars, A

wholesale slaughter of birds in one part of Texas so increas-
ad the boll weevil that the farmers were in despair for their
crops last year, «nd many a hunter of wing and breast re-
We can appeal to the farming in-
stinets of our corn-club boys and our to‘rnato-ca‘nning'gi:l_n:i,‘ e

gretted his prowess.

_but who can appeal to the unselfishness of merchants,

who can convince our Dorothys that the ruined vineyards of

France are causing even Paris milliners to regret
ediets of feathers? 8
Conservation is not the only palm borne by the south-
most federation. Few other states have so many or such
beautiful elub-houses as those erected by the individual
clubs of Florida, which are so artistic and interesting that
the Art Department of the Federation keeps their pictures
on hand as a permanent_part of its exhibits. In Seection
Iive, alone, thirtv-six clubs own their houses, and many
rmore are buying land or actually building. Many of these
club houses are bwlt in Mission style, stressing the lovely
=p nish windows and long low roofs beneath settings of tall
iropieal palms, d
_ Mrs. J. A, Hendley, the energetic chairman of the Civ-
i< Depaviment renort« so many splendid things that I have
groapad a few of them for you to read—they seem so pecu-
lirlv Florida's own in their inception, and as they are all
good and original, they may offer some progressive club of
another state a new idea,
Window boxes to lend a touch of color and sweetness to
railway stations, . -
Bath Houses for Small Boys,
Lawn Contesis.
Vegetable Shows.,
Placards locating town’s
fit of vigitors,
Community Civies faught in schools,
City Parks owned and maintained by elubs.
20 Libraries (traveling) collected by elubs and present-
ed for the nse of the Florida Federation.
2343 Dime Strips filled for Royal Palm Park ex: enses.
One club (Crescent City) solved the motion picture
show nroblem—it owns the show!

il

This last item would appeal as a good finaneial invest-
ment to any large departmental club with funds to invest,
Such returns are generally good, but even if operated at a

| l_n.~-. the retirns in eduentional and moral value from a mov-
| ing picture theatre with properly chosen films would be im-
‘ measurable,

.'\.] I's, [‘E-m:':'t-..-:r1-‘rt'. the General Federation's beloved ex-
| president, is experencing the pleasure of seeing one club
| after anofher all over the country follow her suggestions in
l the study of Latin American languages, life and conditions.
|

}‘:illl'm;i Club women specialize upon the study of Spanish.
Phey are well informed upon South American topies, and
last year their Literature Department issued exhaustive
programs on Latin American topics and ver comprehensive

1 b t~!t--.Lf1_;1!1h|u_\. They also iszued g list of Spanish musieal
COMPOsItions,

‘ [he press chairman veports that the Florida Federa-
tiom Hs publicity in one Havana paper, El Dia. This up to
date sheet wishes fo keep its women veaders in touch with
the vrogressive elub life of American women. and as the
Fuodevation editor in Key West generously undertakes to
rat chese elub notes in Spanish, they ave read hy Cuba's
hrown-evedSenoritas and diseussed over the coffee euns with

i Far more sympathy and understanding than we far-away

| SIRLeTR ,"-'.'11:" Havana has a wonderful elub of women-—

[ and it e gloing a wonderful work,  Some dayv vou shall hear

| i ‘:li‘.n‘-u' bt first i.l must ."m':l-_:'l‘ -“:?i-'l"ivfllillti;i be trans-
Inted for Sotnthern Waoman's, that it will have the true

| Cuban ring to it, L

accommodations for the bene- -

————
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A\CRERMAN-STEWART DRUG CO.
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| may prove this at our expense.

!
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