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OUR MUSICAL WELLS.

Another of the Charms of Life
in Punta Gorda.

Travellers with world-wide ex-
perience often speak of the
strange straing that rise from a
great city, where it is possible to
ascend far enongh above the tur-
moil to render the harsher sounds
much modified. The combination
rises like the far-off strains of
some great pipe-organ that is oo
distant to enable one to eatch the
ontire air, and to the novice this
exporience is a most 1mpressive
thing.

I'hat one might live in a flut
country and enjoy a similar phe-
nomenon wouald hardly be ered-
ited, but residents of Punta Gorda
could assure you of this fact with
much evidenes of their veracity.

In the last six years, a number
of artesian wells have been driven
in our progressive little city, for
various commercial purposes, -
one eight-inch well at the present
ice factory, four eight-inch weiis
at the defunct ice factory, one
eight-inch city well and several
lesser ones scattered about the
t:“y.

As a matter of course, no twe
of these wells have exactly the
same pressure nor do they dis-
charge the same quantity of water;
consequently, the roar of each
well is in a different key, if we
may be permitted the use of the
expression; and as each well has
been opened up, it was always no-
ticed that its roar was not exactly
like any of its predecessors,
Then some musical soul in the
community called attention to the
similarity that these roars bore to
a chime of bells; and, asg-well after
well added its own distinctive
note to the scale, the range and
variety of the chime became
almost infinite in its combination
of harmonies,

On still, quiet evenings, when
the air was heavy and sounds were
carried with great clearness to
tong distances, the combined
rythn of eur muny wells, ranging
from deep bass‘to rippling trebles,
throbbed and swelled through our
little burg, thrilling all true de-
votees of music with the rapture
. that Nature only can*impart when
conditions are wvight and Man
meets her half way.

The poet who rhapsodized over
“the music of the spleres,” was
much nearer the truth than the
common herd could comprehend,
when his car caught and revealed
to the dull minds about him the
glory of Nature’s specialties in the
musical line.

Punta Gordiang, however, need-
ad no trained ears to catch the
strains of grand music played on
the pipes provided by man, on
which the great Mother might
play her terrestrial melodies,
The throbs of the deep bass min-
gled witli the mellow tones of the
two-inchers and the rippling ca-
denzas of the smallest pipes, made
a never-to-be-forgotten strain thas
permeated and clung ta the mind
like the lullabies we heard on our
mother’s breast.

As each of these wells have been
muzzled to serve man in some
mundane way, the chime has been
robbed of first one note and then
another, marring of course the
harmony of the whole. Keen re-

gret has been freely and openly
expressed by true lovers of music
in our town, whose souls revelled
ih the delight of such unique mus-
ie, over the desecration of 50 won-
derful a musieal novelty, but let
ns hope that some day we may
appreciate the advantage of real
Nature musie, and Florida may be
known as the Nature Lover's Par-
ndise, when the peninsula is dot-
tod over with musical pipes that
sing n never ceasing song of gran-
deur, to the wonder and delight
of less favored individuals who
seek our environs for Nature in
her purest and most undiluted
form.

We have been most modest in
bringing this novelty of ours into
prominence, but the time now
seems most propitions for calling
attention to it and its possibilities
in other vicinities as well as our
own, wherever artesian water may
he tapped in onr beautiful State.

Tampa Times:—The intersiate
commerce comuission has decided

in favor of the Florida Fruit and
Y

Vegotatile Shippers’ association
and against the railronds in
the matter of charges on

shipments of fruits and vegetables
from points in this state to dis-
tant markets in the north. The
effect will be a reduction of rates
to an appreciable extent, It is by
this kind of steps, one at a time,
that an eventual basis of fairness
between the shippers and the
transportation companies will be
reached, after which permanence
and satisfaction may be expected.

Lakeland News:—A gentleman
whose business takes him into
most of the printing offices of the
State and who knows what’s doing
in a business way, told the Ywriter
the other day that he could count
on the fingers of one hand all the
country papers of Florida that
were making more than barely
enough to allow both ends to
meet. This is a pretty hard time
on newspapers, because every-
thiog that enters into their pro-
duction has nearly doubled in
cost, while their subscription
price and advertising charges re-
main the same,

Prohibition in Lee County.

Fort Myers Press:—Fort Myers
and Lee County are ““dry” and a
large majority of the citizens are
glad of it.  When the dry ques-
tion was settled, quile a number
(hrew up their hands in holy hor-
ror and said ruin was in our wake.
So far the experiment hus proven
a winner, and business has not lost
a bit on account of the dry side
winning. In fact we have ample
proof that the county is in far
hetter eondition than before the
election,

Lee county boasts of its lnw-
abiding citizens, On the 1st day
of July, Lee geounty was voted
dry. During saidd month there
was not & single watrant issned in
the county or munmicipal courts.
The city marshal hus not made an
arvest for drunkenness or any
other offense, 'The sherifl has
made no arrests and has kept his
jail doors wide open. ‘This coin-
cidence may be attributed to va-

rious eauses, but there is one fact
that should be noted, and that is
w:_ ‘;l]ust lmvfe da hik h-toned law-
abiding set of drinking people in
‘Lee county to abide by the ‘;esult
as they bave,

OUR FISHING INDUSTRY.

Men and Boats Engaged and
Capital Invested.

Satarday will usher in the fall
fishing season, and from that day
throughout the ten months follow-
ing Punta Gorda will be the sceng
of increased activity,
While between fall and spring, a
closed season will intervene for a
fow weeks during the early wine

business

ter, operations will not be discon-
tinued long enough to greatly
affect conditions in general.

Chief among our indusiries, a
resumption of the fishing business
after two months closed
naturally gives an impetus to
trade, - During the past week,
grocerymen have been busily en-
gaged filling orders for supplies
to go to the numerous camps,
which will dot the lower islands
and coasts for miles, And fisher-
men returning from vacation trips,
in making vecessary purchuses for
their families and their own per-

senson

B0 uu‘\":'», have added their o
rata to the new life which business
has taken on,  But it is only & re-
petition of what characterizes the
15th of August in each successive
year.

Those at the head of the compa-
nies and firms engaged in the in-
dustry, however, have not been
idle during the past month or six
weeks, The construction of new
boats and repaiving and overhaul-
ing of old boats and the making of
preparations for the fall work has
kept them busy., And this has
necessituled an odtlay of thou.
sands of dollars, much of which
has been expended in the city.
On this expenditure, the dealers
will not begin to realize " until
after they market the fish and re-
geive the veturns; which will re-
quire several weeks,

Shipments of fish will be going
forward by Monduay, ut the lutest,
for hundreds of men are now in
camp ready to make their first
hauls as soon a8 the 15th dawns,

L For ten duys boats have been ply-|.

ing between town and the cumps
transporting the men and their
supplies to the scenes of coming
operations.

Information oblained from all
the local dealers, gives a tolal
pumber of 364 men employed in
all capacitics. ‘I'he men engaged
in catching the fish are divided
into crews of from 2 to 4 in churge
of an experienced und eapable
captain, For every man there is
at least ono net. A total of 278
skiffs are in commission and scat-
tered throughout Charlottee Har-
bor, Lemon Bay and the waters
about Marco and Chokoloskee.
Fach skiff is handled by one man,
who navigates the boat and man-
ipulates the net without help.

Twenty-seven house-boals are
necessary for the use of the men
at the fishing grounds, being oc-
cupied as living quarters by those
located among the islands at the
mouth of the bay., Fishetmen in
Lee county waters have homes so
near their work that it is not nee-
essary for them to have house-
boats. Not over 50 men being
engaged in that region, bhowever,
there are 814 who are really &
part of the population of Punta

Gorda. .
T'wenly power-boats will ply

bélween the ruiltond wharf and

the various camps transporfing
the fish to the packing houses
here and carrying ice and pro-
visions to the erews on relurn
trips, These power-boats are
generally manned by two persons.
They are equipped with modern
engines and make quick trips. In
addition to these vessels, there are
15 sharpies propelled by sail alone,
which when not engaged in carry-
ing fish, are used as lay-boats and
tied up at the camps for storeing
fish upon until the power-boats
transport them to town.

Independent boats engaged in
carrying fish for parties who fish
for no particular firm, bring their
cargoes to this port and dispose of
them to the loeal dealers, who buy
all the fish offered them and find
ready sale for all they can get.
There are two oyster dealers,
whose boats are also & part of the
fishing fleet,

Taking into consideration only
the boats and general equipment
in actunl use, they represent anin-
vestment of $80,000, This is ex-
clusive of the packing houses, in-
dapendent boats andeecouter ments,
nets, gears ete., in storage and
not in actual use, all of which will
probably run the amount up to
$100,000, If the wvalue of the
docks is to be considered also,
$150,000,00 is a concervative esti
mate of the money employed in
the fishing industry at this point.

The enforcement of the stop-net
law has put thousands of dollars
worth of nets and gear out of use,
and has also, handicapped those
denlers whose principal equipment
was of this character. The ehange
after the fall season of Iast year
bad opened,, causad short catehes
throughout the ten months ending
the first of the pust June, and it
is not probable that the shinmants
this seagon will reach what they
amounted to  two years ago,
While the fish seem to be eqnally
s plentiful, those denlers with a
large amount of capital tied up in
stop-neb equipment are not in o
position to make the necessary
outlny to assure large catches.
All the fisbing is now done with
gill-nets and the namber of gill-
net crews engnged this season is
greater than ever before.

An Editor’s Pur; ;Iotlve.

Lakelund News:—Although  the
governor of Florida has only
aboul fifteen oflices to bestow, Gov-
erngr-glect Gilehrist is besieged
by about fifteen times that nume
 ber of applicants,  We know that
to o man of Gen, Gilehrist’s kind
makeup, thid necessity of choosing
betwoen friends will creale a
most embarrassing situation, It
gives us genuine pleasure—and we
are sure the genial general will
share our pleasure—that there is
no office in the governor’s gift that
we wounld aceopt were it proffered
us, As Editor Jordan says, “‘a
four year’s job is not worth much
to any man who wishes to build
for the future;” and while we did
what little we could for Gilchrist,
he owes us absolutely nothing ex-
cepl to make good the promise we
made in his behalf to the people
of Florida-—that he would make
us as good a governor as the State
has ever had, And this we be-
lieve he will do.

Leon county’s (ax rate this year
will be 12 mills, This does not

" OUR GONVIGT SYSTEM.

What the Chie?l.—essce Has to
Say About It.

Jacksonville Metropolis: —Start
ling revelations brought out by
the Georgia legislature in investi
gating alleged abuses in conner
tion with the convict leaso system
of that state have naturally
brought into general discussion
the mmtter of abolishing the sys
tem in Florida, which many have
long favored.

Conditions in Florida, however,
appear to be entirely different from
those existing in Georgia, particu-
larly as the system does not offer
the same chances for graft and
politicnl trickery as that of Geor
gin, prominent officials of which
have been brought into decidedly
bad repute by disclosures mado.
It is also generally koown thit
the authorities of Florida enforce
better treatment of convicts than
those of Georgia.

Owing to the revival of the dis-
cussion of abolishing the lease sys
tem in Florida, a Metropolis rep-
resentative this morning called on
S. A. Rawls, headof S, A. Rawls
& Co., lessees of the state con
victs, who was asked for an ex
pression on the subject.

“Of course the situation in
(reorgia bas to & great extent re-
vived the talk of abolishing the
gystem in Florida,” said Mr.
Rawls, “and I do not see how this
could be otherwise, for conditions
in our neighboring state appear to
have reached the limit in every
way, ‘The principal cause of com-
plaint in Georgin is the graft fos-
ture, about which I'hbave known
for a long time that startling reve
lations  wounld _eventually  he
mrde, * As the 1688661 Py tkssa)
avies, however, making the pay-
ment of a salary by both state and
lessee impossible, the chanco for

graft in Flovida is cut down to a

decidedly low noteh,

“The people of Flovida may

rest assured that no such condi
tions preyail in this state,” con
tinued My, Rawls, “and I cordial-
ly invite any newspaper reporter,
state official or private citizen to
invéstigate every feature of the
work of 8, A, Rawls & Co., and 1
will personally aid in such investi
gation and have all my employecs
to do lkewise, You will find
conditions far different in Florida
from those in Georgin.”
That few occasions have arisen
for criticising the manner in
which 8. A. Rawls & Co., conduct
their bnsizess or treat their con
victs is a faet well known
throughout the state.

Gainesville Suan:—Those per
sons who are now clamering for
the ubolition of the present con
vict leaso system, wodld be the
very first ones to cry ont against
the increase in taxes, which would
unquestionably gome about as “a
result of putling the convicts ot
work on the public reads or their
incarceration in & State prison.
The time will come when the
State can afford to abolish the
lease system, but that time is not
now. The conviols avest present
very well treated by the lessees,
and most of the reports of cruel
treatment are sent out by sonsa-

tional correspondents, and are not

include the State tax of 7 wills,

wurvanted by tho facts in the case.




