REASON?

[l aoieaid ol ot o b L S Ll o L

It Is not easy to nall down the
word reason so securely that every-
one ecan apply it uniformly to all
acts of animals. A little leeway In
our definition at this point may make
& world of difference Iater on—just
the difference we want,

Something happened here the oth-
er day which 1llustrates very well
this point: A barrel of molasses ar-
rived at the monastery which some
of the students were told to tap, In-
stead of up-ending the big barrel they
bored Into the head as it lay on
the concrete floor. Had they stopped
to think, . e., reason, they would
have foreseen the result;
the molasses quirted hall-way aecross
the kitchen., Instantly the student
who had done the boring clapped hia
hand over the hole, stopping the flow
until a plug could be found.

Now this act, this simple, obvious

act of stopping the flow or waste of |
dorpoong | ferent departments, after the final ap-

molasses with his hand, was someo-
thing quite beyond the mental capa-
city of any animal., Simple as It
was It showed reason, showed a con-
ception of quantity and waste, show-
ed resource in the face of new and
unexpected conditions.
animals show all the instincts—and
more—that we show, have all
senses and more, have all the emo-
tions of hate, fear, love, jealousy,
ete,, that we have, and can be train-
ed to do wonderful and complicatel
things, vet not an animal in the world
would have had reasoning powers
enough to save its food supply by
simply holding its paw on a hole
through which it was escaping.

Place a dozen Intelligent dogs In
a room with a slat floor and give
themy their supply of water once in
two days In a tall, easily upset ves-
sel, The chances are that they would
upset and so lose their water every
time, nor would they learn before
they had perished of thirst. Placo
a plece of meat just out of reach of
a hungry, chained-up dog. Place a
hooked stick within his reach. Wil
the dog take the stick in his mouth
and draw the meat to himself? Will
he even turn around and haul the
meat in reach of his mouth with his
hind foot? No, simply because any
of these acts Involves a mental con-
ception, an act of what the psycho-
logists call reason.

A friend told me a story of some-
thing a dog did which he sald was
an act of reason., 1 replied by tel-
ing him of a weed, called the red
root, that grows on our farm and
what it did this summer. This red
root begins to grow as soon as |t
gots warm in June. Last year the
drought and the cultivator prevent:
ed its growidng until the drought and
the cultivator stopped in September.
Immediately thousands of red roots
came up, which, Instead of growing
o be tall, luxuriant, branching
plants, as is their habit of growch,
put out only one or two leaves and
& seed stalk., Ordinarily the red
toot: grows shoulder high; those
plants tried—and many succeeded-—
to ripen a few seeds, often one-hun-
dredth part of what a red root bears,
an inch or two off the ground. Now,
those weeds reasoned that since” the
season was late, it belng September,
there was no time for thelr custom-
ary growth., Who would say a weed
can reason? Yet this act, not of one
but of thousands, Is just as much an
act of reason as any dog, wild anl-
wal or bird story that I have yet
encountered.—J. Burroughs, in Forest
and Streamn.

it a chamoloo‘; becomes blind, it
cealos to change Its color, and re-
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NEWS BY TELEPHMONE.
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Pudapest Bureau Distributes Informa
b tion by .Wire. e

Budapest, long known to the "giobe
trottor™ as one of the gayest show
| citles. of  Europe, famous for its cos-
mopolitanism, now comes Into prom-
inence I & new way., It has a tele
phone newspaper,

The name of the sheet is the Tele
phone Hifmondo, which, translated
into Engligh, means Telephone Jour
nal, There Is a central office, con-
neeted with over 15,000 subseribers
to the paper. All the news of the
day, from all parts of the world, Is
sent out over the telephone to every
one of the subscribers. This news
sorvice 1s given at frequent inter-
vals from 8 A. M, until midnight.

The paper has its reporters who
gather the local news just as they
do In American cities, and who are
trained to use the highest degree of
brevity and conciseness in writing
up their copy. This local news s
|Lhon approved by the news editor, af-
ter which it is passed on to the news
" distributer, whose position differs en-
tirely from anything in our American
nowspaper organizations. There are
also telegraph, society and financial
editors, each of them performing du-
ties simlilar to what is done by cor-
responding members of our own news-
paper staffs. The news of these dif-

proval of their editors, goes on to
the news distributer,
This “news distributer” holds a po-

gition that had to be especially cra

our
| by the subscribers

ated for the telephone newspaper. He

Although | is the man who repeats, into a trans-

mitter newly designed for the pur-
pose, all of the news which is heard
at their end of
the telephone circuits. He must have
a good “telephone voice,” which will

! be heard with the greatest distinct-
'ness over the telephone circuit. There

are at present three of these news
distributers on the Budapest paper,
| and they take turns In announcing
the news,

Definite kinds of news are sent out
at fixed times during the day. For
example, from 8 to 8:30 A. M. a con-
densed swummary of the news that
ordinarily appears in our morning pa-
pers is sent out. The subscriber may
have his telephone loeated in the
dining room of his house, and a large
mouthpiece, similar to a smalll phono-
| graphic horn, attached to the recelv-
ler, By placing this on a corner of
the table the whole family may hear
the news repeated to It while at
breakfast,

Financial news is sent out at 10
A. M, 11:30 A. M. and 3 P. M. Po
lifical news Is issued at 11:45 A. M,
2:30 P. M. and 8:15 P. M, Theatrical
news is issued at 11:15 A. M. and at
3:45 P. M. By following a schedule of
this sort, subscribers may take up the
telephone at the appropriate times
to head what news they are interest-
ed in, and many disregard it at oth.
'er times.

A summary of the news of the

day is sent over the wires from 6
until 6:30 P, M., so that the man of
the household may receive it while
he is dressing for dinner. If thero
is important news to communicate
at any thme during the day, a special
bell is rung to call the subscriber to
the telephone,
i The paper also has its advertising
department, which receives “ads” to
be read over the telephone between
the news items at a rate of 50+ cents
for ten seconds,

The cost of operating the newspa-
per, after the preliminary expense of
the telephone Installation and the ap-
paratus have been met, is sald to be
less than five cents per day per sub-
scriber.~—Kansas City Star.

The rumor that a Roman Princo
intends to sell abroad a quantity of
Galileo's letters has ralsed a storm of
protest in the sclentific world and In
the local press,
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An animal with the strength of a
jMon and the jumping capacity of a
| flea would bop one-third of a wile
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ring Goods

All the Pretty New
Spring Goods Are
Fast Arriving.

This season’s productions far
surpass any previous season in beau-
ty, and variety and we are pleased to
announce that we will have all that
is worth having at ;

OUR
BIG STORE

Beautiful new Poplins, in plain
and fancy, Linens, Satin Repps,
Piques, Madras, Fancy Wash Goods
and all the pretty new White Goods,
SILK SUITS, WASH SUITS and
many other new things now in.

Come and make your selection
early. We can save you money.

The Earnest Co.,

220-222-224 LEMON ST.,
PALATKA,

F. H. Schley,




