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WILL INVESTIGATE
THE INVESTIGATORS

HOUSE APPOINTS COMMITTEE OF FIVE T0O MAKE
INQUIRY AR TO XTATUS OF INVESTIGATION
AND REASONS FOR PURSUING CLOSED DOOR
POLICY AND REVERSE-END PROBING.

The House yesterday passed a resolution providing for

the appointment of a committee of live members to
inquire into the pro-
ceedings of the joint
committee appointed to
investigate the records
of the Internal Im-
. provement Trustees.

The , resolution pro-
vided in effect that the
committee should in-
vestigate the Investi-
gating Committee.

The spécial

‘... mittee was the pivot

Mr. Crawford, in a moment o)

f
Vigorous Excitement. 7

the action
- House.

“This report was presented ‘uesday afternoon by Rep-

resentative Carter on behalf f the committee, and was
made special order for tem Jclock yesterday morning.

The report set forth the fact " committee had pro-
ceeded with the investigation ... nad covered a period to
first of the y - 1901, beginning from the present time and

working backwards. The committee asked the House for

instructions ; to proceed with the investigation, as required
by the resolution, to cover m

trust was created in 185G | require such time that
it would be impossible for the committee to report to
this session of the Legislature. Therefore, the committee

wanted to know— k. :
‘Whether it should report to the Legislature upon

i its fin as far as the investigation had proceeded, and
. ¢lose the investigation; i .
L Or it the investigation should be continued without re-
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methods followed by the committee, stating in the outset “np) o) 3 and glanced dver his spectacles a

that if he should make criticisms he desired it under-
stood that they were leveled at the committee as a whole
and at no individual. Mr, Carter began his talk in the
low tone natural with him, and there were cries of
“louder.”

“I would have to get mad to speak louder, Mr.
Speaker,” said Mr, Carter, and as he proceeded the mem-
bers found no difficulty in hearing. Yet, it might be un-
fair to infer that Representative Carter was mad.

“Ever since the early seventies,” said Mr. Carter, “I have

heard reports of mismanagement and fraud—graft is the

modern word—concerning the administration of this
trust, and it is time that this subject were taken out of
polities.

“The public mind should be sef at rest concerning these
rumors. 1 believe the members of this body had that
fdea when this investigation was ordered, and that noth
ing short of a full and complete investigation would
satisfy them.

“When this investigation was undertaken it occurred
to an ordinary individual like me that the’ place to begin
was at the beginning. The resolution provided that the
investigation should cover the entire period from the
time of the creation of the.trust in 1855 to the present
time. But in this case the order was reversed, and the
investigation began from the reverse end. I didn’t under-
stand it then, but I think I see a little more light now.
The purpose was to go through the Broward and Jen-
nings administrations, and sincé that is done the com-
mittee comes to this House two weeks before the ad
journment of the session and says, ‘we haven’t time 10
go any further with the investigation—the fact is, we've
done all we want to do, regardless of what you want
us to do

“] guess there’s no harm for me to tell a few things,
although 1've attended all the star chamber sessions—
have attended them often when I was not well, because |
wanted to know what was going on and wanted to see that
this investigation should be fair and thorough. One of the
withiesses—a newspaper man of this place—was before
us one night, and we had the key-holes chinked up too,

t the next day I read a full account of what he had
testified to in his own paper—so I guess there’s no harm
in saying a few things myself.

“But I'll tell you plainly that I haven't much to tell.
When the cammittee employed expert acqountants 1
saw @ cleanshaven fellow one night, who was said to
be one of them, but I haven't seen a one of them since, and
1 don't know what they're doing. I suppose they are
locked up in the basement every night, As to what their
investigation has disclosed 1 am as innocent as any mem-

ouse.
w«;’?ﬁ: gﬂuboru of this Legislature wanted this inves-
tigation, They wanted the thing done and it seems to
me that the committee would have gone on and investi-
until the end of the session—that’s what the reso-
. _contemplated that they should do, I had hoped
thing would be clearved up and the matter entirel

removed from the politics of this State, but if the investi-
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TO INVESTIGATE COUMITTEE

Is Subject of House Resolubion |\ant to Know What

Mr. Calkins of Nassan offered (i following resolution
in the House, and it was adopte! yesterday :

Whereas, Some of the |
I ommittee to investigate
3 ,' 'l of Trustees of the In-
AL ? 0 investigate the actions
Fillices, are not informed as

certain charges against the
ternal Improvement Fund,

vestigalion, or as to whether or
not there have been any resulis: and

Whereas, It has come to the knowledge of this House
that the expert accountants emplored hy said committee
are preparing tabulated statemen(s of what they deem to
have been legal and illegal acts @f «uid Trustees; and

Whereas, It is the sense of thik louse that all members
of said Investigating Committeé&®iould he constantly and
fully advised az to the progres§#ni results of said inves-
tigation, so as to be ready at alf tines to make report ot
such progress; therefore, be it =

Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Legisla-
ture of Florida, That a co e of five be appointed
from this Hbuse to make Mvestigation as to what
progress has been made by said Tuvestigating Committee ;
to ascertain what method of imve:iigation has been fol-
lowed by said committee, whether said investigation has
been general or along special lipes and if along special
lines at whose suggestion or under whoze advise or coun-
gel it was so conducted; t aseértin whether said com-
mittee has had the advice of sérvices of an attorney out-
side of the membership of sald committee, and if o, by
whom such attorneys was emplofed; to ascertain what ex-
pense haz heen so far incurred by «id Investigating Com.
mittee, and for what purposes, !y items, such expense
has been incurred; to summon witnesses, including the
members of said Investigating Cennittee and the said ex-
pert accountants, and to do all oher acts necessary to
the carrying into effect the o ins of this resolution.
UPIN THE OZONE WENT CRAVFORD OF ORANGE

Mr. Crawford from Orange wen! up in the ozone yes-
terday afternoon when he discoverd that the resolution

he had offered, pro an amendgent to, the Constitu-
tfon prohibiting the sale of Whik§ in the State, had

.

the elongated member from Orange. -

“Here it iz, Mr. Bpeaker,” said Col. Nat, as he handed
the paper up to the Speaker for inspection.

Mr. Crawford had to be slmwnti ‘When he saw that a
change had indeed been made he » excited and gave
an imitation of a flutter mill at high speed, and the reso-
lution was sent back to the Engrpssing Committee for
correction.

While the mill was in action, Mr, DuPont remained
discreetly silent behind his newspaper. The member from
8t, Johns had “got his” the day he broke in on one of
Mr. Crawford’s prohibition measures. 8o, no more for
him. ’
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COMMENCEMENT LEON. HIGH BOHOOL

At the opera house tonight the Kindergarten and l‘.'ri-
mary Gradeg will present: The Bird Carnival, A Fairy
Drill and the Japanese Operctta Aladdin. The public
is cordially invited to attend and encourage the children.

In ovder to cover the expenses, there will be an admis-
sion fee of 25 cents.

The children of the Grammar Grades will, tomorrow
night, present the play “Hiawatha” -

gation is to end now it leaves confusion worse con-
founded. ,

“If you accept a partial report, the public mind will be
just as much unsettled, if not more nosettled, than it
was before. The purpose of this investigation was to
satisfy the public mind, and no falr and honest man will
be satisfled with such an investigation, and the money
spent will have been spent for nothing. I want the inves-
tigation to go on. 1 don’t believe there in a single man

-here who believes there has been any fraud or dishonesty,

but the people of the Btate do fot know this, for one
reason because are not here and they are guided
by what they read in the papers, and they are continually
receiving the idea ffom the popers that caunses them fo
question the honesty and integeity of the officials who
have the administeation of this trast. And they have a
right te know if their officials 2re honest or if they should
be in the penitentiary, but if they are to find out they
will have to seek information rom some member of the
committee better acquainted vwith the inside workings of
this investigation than I am.”

Mr. Wells: “T agree heartil. with the gentleman from
Alachua, 1 voted for the resolution thinking that the
the Investigation would be thorough and complete.”

Mr. Knight of Columbia: “Does the gentleman from
Alachua mean to gay that he % not acquainted with the
inside workings of the investization?”

Mr. Carter: “I am not, sir”

Mr. Knight: “Who has the datg collected in the in-

vestigation v -
body clse, for 1 don't know.”

Mr, Carter: “Ask
Mr, KEnight: “Mr. Speaker. this seems to be a rather

(Continued on P‘ﬂd;tl Page.)
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STATE UNIFORMIT

PENDING IN SENATE

HUMPHRIES' COUNTY UNIFORMITY BILL WAS
OFFERED AS

READ, AND SENATOR CRANE
AUENDMENT A REVISION OF HIS STATE
UNIFORVITY Blil—McCREARY SAYS AMERI-
CAN BOOK COMPANY HAS 90 PER CENT OF
NTATE'S BUNESN — HUMPHRIES BSAYS IT
SHOULD BE “COMPLIMENTED FOR ITS EN-
TERPRISE.

Juggling with text book uniformity was the principal
performance of the SBenate yesterday, the greater portion
of the afterncon session being devoted to this subject.

The county uniform-
ity bill introduced by
Renator Humphries
was read and amended
and Renator Crane of-
fered an amendment
for the whole, except
ing the enacting clause,

The amendment was
a vrevision of BSenate
Bill No. 16, by Mr,
Crane, providing for
State uniformity,

In explanation, Mr.
Crane said that it dif-
fered from Rl No. 1«
by elimination of the
sub-commission, and
some slight changes,

“The subject of State
uniformity will not
down,” said Mr. Crane.
“It has been knocking
at our doors for man
years, and demands ad-
misgion., Cheaper school
books are wanted by the people, and they are 30 to 4¢
per-cent cheaper in States where uniformity prevails.”

Mr, Crane remarked of the Humphries bill that it
would simply perpetuate the present system, and would
afford no relief. Now the school boards ignore the law,
do not advertise for bids, and.

Scnator Johnson i his role of
as  Ubjeetor-in-Chief of the
fill Harry Buckman's shoes
Cinderella’s sister, trying to
Nenate,
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_ jon't care what it is or what it calls itsel

the fact remains that it is a big concern—the consolida.
tion of fifteen or twenty publishing houses. It has a
philanthropist, who travels about the country telling you
not to Kau laws that will not please him,

“If the Senuate feels, as it has expressed itself, that it
wanis to do something for the poor people of the State,
then give them this relief.”

Nenator Beard asked why County Superintendents and
teachers oppose Ntute uniformity, and Senator Orane re
plied that he would rather not say, becaunse if he did he
“migh thave to say things that would not sound well.”

“If the Senator will permit.” said Mr., Harris (Mr.
Adams in the chair), “T will reply for him.” Whereupon
he read a letter from the Buperintendent of Monroe Coun
tv. indorsing Rtate uniformiity and saying if it was
adopted the graft in school books would be oneforty-
fifth of what it was now.

Senator Crane read a letter from the Superintendent of
Manatee County indorsing his bill and saying that th-
Humphries bill was no better than the present system.

Mr. Crane made an extended explanation of the merits
of State uniformity, the c¢heaper books that would be
gecured and just as good as those now used, and show
the absurdness of the assertion made by the agent of
American Book Company that there was great difference
in the cost of manufacture,

He spoke of his experience an a school teacher, and in-
dieated that much of his knowledge of the subject had
not been gained at second-hand,

Awong other points on which he dwelt was t the
people would not assume a great burden with State uni-
formity. He said the people of this State were now pay-
ing in round numbers about $85,000 a year for text books,
and under State uniformity there would be a saving o
at least one-third of that amound. In coming under the
Btate system matters would be so arranged that the cost
of adoption wounld be but little greater than what is now
paid out in o single year,

Mr. Crune spoke of the people living in the border
counties of Flovida buying books in Georgia, where Btate
uniformitiy vrevalls, The cost of such hooks was 30 te
40 per cent lews than the same bolks would have cost in
Florida,

The Tarr & McMurray geopraphies, that have been the

cause of dissatisfaction in Tampa because of their par.
tisan portrayal of the Bouth,were mentioned by Mr. Crane,

who said that no one in charge of school matters there
seemed to know how the books were adopted, but if a
Btate Commission had charge of the selection of books

such o mistake could not have happened.

In reply to Mr. Beard, stho wanted to know if Btate
aniformiity had not been triled in some Riates and abap

doned, Mr. Crane sald he 4id not know. He knew that the
near neighbors of Florida were satisfied with the system’
and there was plenty of evidlence to show that the people

had saved much money,

Mr. Humphries, in defense of his bill and opposition of
the Crane amendment, sald that he deemed it useless to

—

(Continued on Fourth Page.)

select books as they see fit,
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