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TEXT BOOK

When Hon. W. Hunt Harrig is a candidate for Con-
gress or other office within the gift of the people, no mai-
ter what his other short-
comings may have been,
he can say to the
public:

“I did not vote te
perpetuate a monopoly
in Flovida, and exouse
myself by saying that I
wanted the people of the
State to have local self-
government. :

“I voted to free the
people of Florida from
@ trust which through
ll the incompetency or
worse of County School
Boards has robbed the
people of this State for
years.,”

With the appeal for “local self-government” running
amuck in the Senate yesterday, the bill providing a State
system of uniform text books was stabbed to death by a
buncombe knife.

The vote that finished State uniformity was:

Yeas—Mr. President, Senators Cone, Cottrell, Crane,
i Crews, Girardeau, Hudson, McCreary, Massey, Trammell,
{ Willis, Withers—12,

Nays—=Senators Adams, Alford, Baker, Beard, Broome,
Buckman, Canova, Urill,w Daivi&,thl)iuéni&hnfg, Jackson,
‘ ohuson, Leggett, Sams, Wes —16.

R " The ::md bep.Fn to play when Senator Jackson offered
an amendment to the amendment of Senator Crane
Crane’s amendment to Benate Bill No. 101 was the State
ormity bill), to exempt counties where text books are

; furnished free to the ‘
P Senator Crane obm saying it would weaken the
. Dbill, and Sepator Adams spoke for the Jackson amend-
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in the Bchool and the County Superintendent, has
declared against State uniformity, and I am here to legis-
late in accordance with the wishes of the people of my
county.”

Senator Adams said he would support the amendment
of Mr, Jackson, relative to exemption of counties furnish-
ing free text books, if the amendment would include coun-
ties that might hereafter have free books.

Senator Crane thought the wishes of a School Board
should not weigh against what would be benefigial for
the people, and State uniformity had been tested and found
successful. Relative to furnishing free books, there was
nothing in the bill against it. i

“The greatest benefit of State uniformity is the compe-
tition it causes that will result in lower prices,” said
Senator Hudson.

“Let the people form a trust instead of the book compa-
nies. Let the people combine to get lower prices,” he
cried.

Sepator Peard asked: “Why do you believe that the
State Commission would be less under the influence of
book agents than county boards?”

“I did not say a word about anybody being influenced,”
resorted Senator Hudson,

“You spoke of a trust and its influence in the State,”
| persisted Mr, Beard.

i} - Mr. Hudson stated that he had referred to the monopoly
| in Florida and the necessity of relieving the people from
its effects, but had made no charge against anybody.
The Jackson amendment was then adopted by a vote
of 15 for to 14 against.
- Senator Henderson spoke of his objection to SBtate uni-
' formity and his belief in “local self-government.”
‘ He offered an amendment, in case the bill should pass,
: viding that the four members of the commission to
.be chosen from educators of the Btate should be elected
in accordance with democratic principles,
f “1 am glad to see one opponent of State uniformity come
| out in the open with his knife unsheathed,” said Senator
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TRUST IS STILL OWNER OF FLORIDA.

Under Plea of *“Local Self-Government "’
the Majority Crushed the Life Out of
State Uniformity Bill That Would Have
Saved the People of Florida from 30 to
40 Per Cent of the Costof Text Books.

Tampa’s Roman Senator—Orme—who tried to save
the people of the State from th: extortion of the Book
Trust by passage of his State Uriform Tewt Book bill,

Alabama has this law. It ha: been in operation more
than three years, and the Govenor of that State sayq
that at the end of the fourth yor of its enactment if
will heve saved thopcopk#lldam‘ccwm
dolars. ey et B .
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the poor citizen, ingisted that fhe people

with the empty husks of local pelf-government.
Democracy, what buncombe isjcommitted in thy name!

s 90, 5

Crane. “l do not care hov th¢ commission is secured,
whether by appointment or ele¢tion, This amendment,
however, is just an attempt to kill the bill.”

“That four members who will serve not more than
thirty ';d:gs a year at g salar; of $4 a day should be elected
is absurd,” said Senator Cne. “The amendment is pre-
posterous, and is simply an attempt to kill the bill.”

The amendment was defeated, 14 votes for and 15
against, '

“If county uniformity is good, Btate uniformity is bet-
ter,” declared Senator Tranwmell. “I can cite examples
of a large number of States having uniformity where it
is successful.

. “Nobody can cite an exanple of county uniformity that
has been successful. State wiformity has been successful
in Alabama and a t bexefit to the le. Accordi
to the statement o’ the Gowrnor of that State, $500,
will have been saved to the people in four years because
of uniformity.

“If we use ordinary busiiess judgment we will look at
the success attained by the nujority of States, and not try
to find a Btate where the phn has failed for some reason
or another, ) .q

“I believe the people of his Btate want uniformity,’
concluded Senator Tramimel.

“The adoption of State wiformity would be a perver-
sion of the old Democraticprivciple of ‘local self-govern-
ment’,” declared Benator Vest of the Fourth,

“Let this matter be atteided to by the counties. The
County Superintendents waninously adopted a motion
against Btate uniformity,” continued Mr. West.

“Not unanimously, SBenaor,”’ interrupted Mr. Crane.

“That was a slip,” said he Senator from the Fourth.
“but it was by a majority wie.

“The State Buperintendet is in a position to know
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When Hon. Park Trammell is a candidate for United
States Senator or other office within the gift of the people,
he can say to his fel
low citigons :

“I did not vote to
perpetuate a monopo-
ly in Florida, and ea-
cuse my vote by the
hypocritical assertion
that I wanted the peo-
ple to have local self-
government,

“I voted to free the
people of the BState
from a trust, which—
through the incompe
tency or worse of
County School Boards
~—has robbed the peo-
ple of Florida for
years.”

about tus matter, and he 18 vpposed Lo It
Luke nis advice. -

"My vounty superintencent has asked wme to vote
dgainst Uus pul, and L shall ao as he requests,’ said Mr,
vvest, _ e o

penator Crane here remarked that “when the BState
Superintendent was elected the principal plank in s
pagiorm was Nlate unitormity, and if he opposes it now
il SUOWS & change of miud since getting nto olbee.”

“Unly two reasons are ottered for mNtate uniformity
that 1 can see,” said Senator Beard; “cheaper books and
freedom from the innuence of the American Book Com

pw- } ‘ .‘.I o -
“Uounty uniformity will give ts as cheab_m
declared. He did not say how this would be possible, and

everybody seemed too tired to ask.

As for the other reason, Mr. Beard said that it would
be easier to influence one board than to influence forty:
five boards. ; :
“l will vote for county uniformit;
., VT 2 I -’ LE "{t‘%;'\h-j,l.‘[ ,l s
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We should
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“It keeps the management of local affairs withi
reach of the people and they can say what they want
done,” he added. : il

Some sparring occurred between Mr. Beard and Mr,
Harris relative to the Ferrell booklet, and then Mr, Har-
ris defended State uniformity with vigor, undergoing a
cross-fire of questioning by Mr. Adams and Mr. Beard,
from which he emerged in good condition,

Benator Humphries then took the floor for a final word
in opposition to the Crane amendment, the gist of his
argument consisting of the statement that he was for
“local self-government,” and that the people of his dis-
trict knew what they wanted in the matter of text books.

He also defended the American Book Company and
praised its great enterprise in getting control of nearly
the entire business of Florida.

“Why don’t these other concerns come in here and
the business?” he asked. “They complain that they don’t
bave any show in this State. Why don’t they work for
it like the American Book Company does?

“The question, though, is not of book companies, but
of the people. I claim that my bill is just as beneficial to
the people and at the same time they will be able-to direct
their affairs at home, instead of having a board at Talla-
hassee to select books for them whether they approve of
them or not.” I ‘

Benator Cone took up the final defense of the amend-
ment, saying “that some system whereby the poor people
of this State will get books cheaper is needed. Btated
uniformity will do lfil.

“I don't care what the Buperintendent or the Behool
Board of my county says in opposition to Btate uniform-
ity, I am going to vote for this bill, because the people I
have talked to demand cheaper books and under this sys-
tem they will get them.”

After the defeat of the amendment Senator Willis
moved that Benate Bill No, 101 be printed, as amended,
and put on the table subject to call, so that it could be
further amended, and this was agreed to.
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: PURE FOOD BILL PASSES BENATSE.

It is now up to the House to do its share of the w ..
of insuring pure food for this Btate, the bill providing
such legislation passing the Benate yesterday by a vote of

24 in favor of the bill and b against it.
Senator Broome strenuously objected, not to pure food,
but because two offices would be created to carry out the

| provisions of the bill.

: lnuot:: Crill, introducer of the measure, answered the

objection by saying: “I did not think, at this day, in

view of the action taken by the Federal Government and

. our States, that it would be necessary to say any-
= 3 . ‘t.”

' ql‘-'u“h:rw w'“bm’“mm, Mr. Crill stated that to secure

yre food the citizen would not object to the expenditure

| &l’!mmﬂon of the health of his family, and

o -

;t adulterated foods, because of steps
were

taking fo keep out such products.

-

all.
clared that it was pot the sie that he had introduced,
and be asked temporary

AN EXPIANATION.,
An unintentional injustic vas done Mr, A. 8. York,

engmning clerk of the Hour, in the yesterday’s issue of
THE BUN,

The statement was made lat Representative Oraw-
ford’s resolution was altere: in engrossing. It was not
intended that this should rec t on the engrossing clerk ;
in fact, there was no intenion behind the statement at
When the resolution o5 read Mr., Orawford de

potponement until the matter
wis sfraightened out. Mr, wrawford did not cha

body with doing any wrony thing, and such a t ané
wis foreign to the writer ¢ the in question,
York bas been e cirk six years, and everybody

” .

t

who kuows him knews tha e is not eapable of doing
anythin

how Plorids was fast becoming the dumping Justice

zhudcnthehcﬂut-

pot on the level. This statement is made in
Mr. York, becanss s construction might
in THE B of
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DISCUSBION ON IMMIGRATION BILLS,

Immigration bills consumed most of the time in the
House yesterday.

Mr. Knight of Citrus, who presented a bill providing
for the establishment of an immigration burean, with an

appropriation of §15,000 & year for conducting the work,
spoke at some length in advocating the passage of the
measure, making a strong presentation of the sub '
showing the & for it and the certain benefits to fo

from the operation of g properly conducted department
for lheu;nduwment of de-lmﬁe immigration. Mr, Aber
nethy of Orange urged the passage of the meas
well-directed speech, 48 i/

Mr. Reese and Mr, Register opposed the measure,

By a vote of 20 to 28 it was passed for engrossing. 8o
also was Mr. DuPont’s bill oo the same subject, providing
for an appropriation of §2,600 a year to be used by the
Commissioner of Agriculture for advertising the re.
sources of the Btate for the purpose of bringing settiers.
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