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* UNIFORMITY BILL WITH A NEANNG

I n Senate Bill No. 185, Senator le has prepared a mea.
aure that, if % becomes a law, will forever clear the State
of that text book incubus, the Book Trust--which may be
a misnomer, but which conveys a nming that is only too
well understood.

8o long have the people suffered from the exactions—to
use a mild term—of the combination of book manufacturers

that furpish, school booka to the patrons of our public

_ schools, that they have grown to look upon the Book Trust
very much 2¢ they would look upon a cancer—aaa thing

incurable.

But the most pernicious disease that ever sﬁlioud the
‘succumb to
science, and political doctors are just as potent in theiwr

. field of action as aré the medicos in theirs.

In Senate Bill No. 185, lies the remedy for the Bool:
Trust evil. Here 18 1te title:

A bill to be entitled*an act providing for printing of text |

hooks by the State, to secure to che patrons of the pablie

schools of Florida, and to certain other persons within the |

State, a system of schoo! books at cost of printing; creating
a Text Book Commission to compile text books for the use
in the pablic schools of the State; requring certain duties of

State Superintendent of Public Instruction, and prescribing J Trast prigs . Cost W priut
time and menner of carrying out the provisions of hi : G000 sun: § 199,000 Sach
act.” ‘Milne's Standard Arithmetic, $13,000 $3,500
Wi Metcalf’s Knglish Grammar, 14,000 2,700

The levy made by the Book Trast upon the individasl is | p 1a7 History, 20,000 2,500
figured in dollars; but in the aggregate, itis figured in Advanced Gleography, 95,000 117,600
thousands. : Advanced Physiology, 16,000 3,400
Referenve to Superintendent Holloway's Biennial Report History of Florida. 12,000 2,700
for 1909 shows the total number of pupils enrolled in thed yagrin of Oak, 11,000 2,800
public schools of Florida to be 134,729. Any person con-| Four American Poets, 105000 2.500
versafit with the subject, knows that the average, cost of B e L4
books per pupil is not below $2.50, and probably 8§38, each $119,000 838,700

year. This caleulasion goes beyond the initial cost of books
at the opening of & school term; it includes new books re-
quired during the term, and the changes that are occasioned,

when a child moves from oune county to another or frow one
district to another, by reason of a lack of State nniformity,
and sometimes even a lack of county uniformity.

Placing the average cost of books per pupil at the mini-
mum estimate of $2.60, we have a total of $386,805, more
than one half of which i# profit to the Book Trust—or those
book publishers in the combine who furnish as with school
books, at & price 30 per cent higher than the same books
oost 1 our neighboring State of Georgia.

Getting down to more exact figures, here are some t.lm
will show clearly the difference between cost and selling
price of school buoks: s

In the “mgher grades” of our public schools (those of the
sizth and above) there are 28,965 pupils; but for ease of
calculation, put the figures ‘st 90,000, In some form and
under someé name, these 20,000 pupils use » gmnm—-ny.
Metoalf’s English Grammar, 288 pages, vllai is listed in
Florida at 60 vents, The cost of prl'mhg ao.ooo of these

grammars is:
Linotype composition (432,000 ems at 15 cents

per 1,000) $64.80
Reading proef, $5.00
Making up, corrections, etc., $0.00

Presswork (18 16-page forms, 20,000 tmpressions
each form, st $0¢ per 1,000, or $10,00 per form) 186,00
Bindery, work (folding. gathering, stitobing,
backing, etc)
Paper, 880 reams at §2 per ream &4

$1,600.00
$740.00

2,680,80

Add to this wear und tear, Jususance, m.’m
lights, ete., snd the total cost of printing aod delivering
from the printer 20,000 of these books will not exoced
83,700,

Trust price, 20,000 at 60 cents each, 918,000
Cost of pl'hﬂl‘. ete., 8,700
Profit to trust, - 99,800

So much forone book used by at lesst 20,000 p-pihln
the State,

Now, snother study that is pufsued by these 20,000
pupils is mathematics, chiefly, probably, Milnes Standard
mmnum ﬂummm Here I

50,00
50,00

Reading prool,
Making up, correction, ete.,

Pretsswork (20 16-pige forms at 50¢ per 1,000
$10 per form)

Bindery work,

Paper, 580 reams at 82 per ream,

290.00
1,600.00
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Add wear and tear, water, power, lights, etc., and the
'toul will not exceed $8,500.

Trust price, 20,000 at 65 cents eazh, $18,000
Cost of printing, ete., 3,500 .
Profit, $9,500

These 20,000 pupils also stady history, but the cost of
the history is 81, for a book.of probably 450 pages, which
costs no more to print than avithmetic just guoted:
Trust price for 20,000 histories at $1.00 each,

Cost of printing, ete.,

$20,000
3,500
Profit, $16,500
Here is a list of books required 'in the eight grade of a
local school., Superintendent Holloway’s report does not
give nplrlh‘ly the number of pupils in the eight grade, but
this estimate is bared Jon the average from the sixth grade
up, which uannot be far from figures given:

(1 This in the price pard in Georgia, which shows a differ-
ence against Florida of #$7,400. Not 20,000 of these
geographies are used in Florida at any one time; bat of the
other books enumerated, or similar booku, it is quite safe to

put the estimate at this figure)

T'rust price of books enumorated, $119,000
Cost of printing, 88,700
Profit to Trusts, $80,300

In the grades below the sixth not so many books are need
in each grade, bu* the number of pupils is 111,457,

n Florida’s mstitution of learning are men eminently
qutlillad to compile the text books used in our public
schools. Their “qualifications are not to be judged by the
salaries they get, Salariés are, in many cases, measured by
reputation eveft more than by ability, There should be no
hesitation for fear of lack of ability—there 18 pleuty of it'at
our beck.

One ssction of Mr. Zim bill proposes that the Text Book
Commission eliminste bistory and science as distinct depuri-
ments of study, and combine them in that branch known as
readers.” In this form these studies can be given to the
child in ap wteresting and digestible form; and thus can the
child escape the overburdening of his brain, and gradusily
he can be carvied through history, A‘wulbnre. astronomy,
biography etc., at an“age when his memory is retentive—

if 1t be not overcharged.
In justice to the child, he should not be required to carry

his studies outside the school room. ‘fhe business man
shuts his business out of his mind the moment he shut the
door, ‘The labor unignist himits his hours of labor to eight
each day. Bat each of these permits his child w be burden-
ed with studies into the hours of night. The child bevomes
listless, wearies of school and his innumerable studies be-
come 1o him & senseless jargon—- be has history, physiol-
ogy, sstronomy, algebra, mixed up in an unintelligble mess.
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LET MAN CHOOSE HIS ROAD TO
WELLVILLE.

There's & lill on third reading in the Senste that needs st-

tention before it should pase. It is the Wil giv.

ing the State Board ot Health power 1o make promulgate

and enforce rules for the eere, treatment. ivolation, ote, of
disease, or of persons sus of having them,
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1,160.00 fsons suspocted of having them.

$3.258.00  (reatment prescribed by one

for and wmh na IHM «f hming ﬂmﬂ
ot hers demands this precaution

But the State Board of Health. nor any otiir »
should not be given the power to make and enforce th
the treatment of disease contagious or otherwise, m

3N

This*bill enacted into law would force persons tot
set of dooctors or one |
tor or one sckool of medicine, when he believés in a

A man should not de compelled to swallow dslml
be helieves that rubbing hiv bones will sure hsm;-

A man should not be forced to have poison put lnto i
arm when he believes that sweats and uufm tea 'm |
him. SR
Let the Board of Health isolate, care for, segregate, this:
much is dne to the rights of all, s "‘.U',}*- P

*And when you have him cared for, iloloud M .
ted, let him ohooae his own treatment.

ephone one of p!u Eddy X ductplos if he wolld ra t T
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(‘mntmued from First Page

me if I would edtt a paper if a fund conld be
to pay its expenses. : »'
I said that I would be glad to do it, IF I ' iﬁ E
LEFT ENTIRELY FREE. I reminded thes
that the motto of The Sun was—*‘If it’s ri‘glit;f '
are for it,”’ and thdt a paper sailing under his:
flag, carried NOTHING BUT TRUTH '
GOOD INTENT for ballast. o
I told them that if T edited the proposed’ daﬂy, :
all lists must be kept from my editorial eye,

cluding: : .
The list of favorites—menand
‘measures; . e
The immune list—ditto, ~~ . &
And _ | Rt St
The list of contributors, -

To this they agreed,
Then I told them that each man asked tﬂ
tribute must first be told the conditions T'n
To this they apreed. :
So, the money was raised, it was p‘acgd
hands with NARY A STRINC ON T | s |
And.— >
THE SUN HAS RISEN AGAIN: '.';'
ReJoice with me friends who know' m{

I am gretafull for the opportunity to do some *"‘.’-
in the world. |
Rejoice with me friends who know m
made glad by this- signal manifesttion of
in me. | " £

Rejoice with me all good people, for, 'I
been permitted, throngh this medmm, to d
That the love of truth is strong in t,be h
the people of Florida. .,g g
THE SUN SALUTES YOU! : 'u:. P
Knowing not who has cotributed to thk
caunot as editor of The Sun, make it
person or thing, without first gettmg
dbout them.

The Sun will try to get the truth,q.ul-
merits of all public questions, MM hat st
point alone, it will discuss them. *
Help me, good people! for my ¢
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