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CLAUDE J1VENGLE, Epiron
. This news paper belongs entirely to the
- people of Florida. The expenses of its pub-
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+ lication are met from a fund nhde up by the

wople ‘of Florida.
" This fund was turned over to me for - this
~ purpose—because in the tulln
' charity, the contributors
“humble capacity and limited eprrlence to|
Mit:wdl, and in the integrity of my pur-
.pose to use it only forgood, in ' strict con-
| ,fomﬂty with the impulse that prompted
thgm.to raise it. '
When asked to edit it, I said that I would
be glad to do it, IF I WERE LEFT ENTIRE-

LY FREE. 1reminded them that the motto
~of The Sun was—-“If it's ri ght, we are for
it,” and uiung under this fla

ﬁg%ﬁfﬁe' BUT TRUTH AN
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‘This accounts for the Mbrning Sun.
lask all good men to hel
CLAL DE L’ENGLE.
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" Speaker Farris Pays Respectstokepreoenta-
Bily ﬁﬂw of Jacksonville Plunderblatt.

-

Lo bmpu of 31 yeas and 4 nays, ‘the motion {0 recon-
de ﬂc%om hjwlieb the kaumvnllc charter bill passed
urd mﬂlkw out of the way of cher important
! -hﬂﬂ lionu T'he fight over this bill hu been Jong
; 'LHgomu an s gpnmlly the ocase in charter fights.
ome of the features of the fight were highly disoreditable.
N A nm&‘ light 18 thrown upon the whole affair by Mr. Far.
Wy ﬂﬁ?w L l'euouider the motion which he made yoster-
By ,Jr ﬁw”ﬂn Flﬂ'l'“id
i ﬂm. ﬁphkor. I had not intended to have anything further
wdy npon this guestion in moving to reconsider the vote
by whieh the bill was passed, but sach dirty, contempuble,
fou‘l menns have buen resorted to by those who are seeking
iﬁ passage that I fool abhgod to spesk.
Ao the spevch made by my colleague bere Saturday, when
Ry ' ghbu ‘bill was undor vonsideration, asu affidavit was referred
' :T I have heen tnforngl that an afdavit made by one J.
_U- 5 I” ﬂm represcntitive of the Times-Union, had been air-
M smong the members of this House, of the contents of
 this affiidavit counnunicated to members of this body. My
o son is that thig affidaviv conteined the statement that
I’hﬂ‘ﬂ&d that Mr. J. M, Baves, the city sttorney of Jack-
cqhvihla, bad offered me #2000 1o change my position on this
thﬁim. I want to say for the information of this House
~ that when on Saturday 1 put on nptive thase people who
‘were mibh for this nprehuenublc vonduot, that I in-
. winded to make this & personal mattér on r.he floor of the
ﬂoqn M morning. |
L% ﬂummm-”huml have been dared to
e ‘ﬂ, up Mn.gdmndmlu to anawer this proposition, I}
| -:-.;. *r want to uy that 1 bave not seen the aﬂdnmt. buk if my un.
” I,l,' tomuwn a8 10 ith vontents jn coreect, I denounce it and
1 51 «-3, m word df lthlbw!ibir false fronl beginaing to end,
f’ i -"ho man p;ho muln it a8 unworthy of the recognition of
{ m wen, I md‘umnd that gertain members on the floor
3 mp House have been projudiced agaiost me beosuse their
da had gone w thea with this communication i ®err
/saying that they bad ln evidence in their bands to

mwhmpuwm; I want to say

'
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'h h Mblhe Iour ol’ this Humw. either here or

ouge adjourns.
~wa. m I'aminot desirons of cousuming any
farther time with the vonsideration bf this subject. It these
matters bad been broaght 16 me in a4 manly, fair manuer, if
thev had put me on notice that thesa methods were going to
be resorted to, there might have been wome semblance . of
fairness and jusvce about it. - But when the minds of the |
members of this body are songht to be inflamed against my |
poeition on this question and agsinsy me by theae [oul means,
hen I submit that it is 1oy duty to myself, to my fanmily and
1o the peopletbat I repircsent; to make this pubhic present-
ment oh the floor of this House.

J. Ira Gore makes ao aflidavit. And who ieJ. Ira Gore?
I have seen at least two communications that on last Satur-
day afternoon this man Gore wrote to two members of thix
hody,—~to Mr. Calking of Nassau and Mr. Stokes of Es
cambia,~—threatening communications, ---that it was the wish
of the Times-Union that this bill shou'd puss, that he was
‘astonished thiat they were opposed to it, and that he and hix
friends on the Times-Union wounld not forget the matter. 1
understand further that he made a personal demand on Mr.
Alexander of Volasia to the same effecy, This is the man
representing the Times-Union ind the interests represented
here by the Times-Union, who undertakes to make an afhi-
davit 1o besmirch my character. I want to say, Mr. Speaker,
that it doesn’t make a particle of difference to me what the
members of this body do with this question, but I am geuting
tired ot being bullied and daréd by an element of people
who are gonnegted with and back of this proposition, and I
don’t propose to stand it one minute longer. I have said and
I again repeat, that I am personally accountable for what |
say and I am prepared to defend myself now or at any other
time, against such attacks,

Nuw there is one thiné by way of further explanations. |
realize the fact that in taking a different position on ths
question last Satarday afternoon from what I had taken two
evenings previous it was a shock, to a certain extent, to my
friends on the floor to whom I had bad no opportunity te
speak. I realize that to change positions on any public
question, on any guestion ag all, will ¢canse somewhat of a
shock to those who are unaware that a change has taken
place. But I challenge any men to show that my mouves in
making this coange on this question were other than 5 the
purest angd 1n the interest of the people that I represent on the
floor of this body. I am not here to make any defeuse of
those who are oi»pmaiug‘ this measure possibly because of se If
fish reasons. [ am not here 1o represent Mr. Barrs and un-
dertake to keep him in office, or any other man in Jackson-
ville, but 1 am here 1o condemn the methods that have been
resorted 10 secure the passage of this measure. 1 will tell
you, Mr. Speaker, why it was that the affidavit of J. Ira
Gore was made. I don’t intend to g0 into personalities or
create any sensation, on the floor of this House, but among
other things the reason, and one of the vhief reasons why I
changed my position on this question was because only a
tew days ago, realiziug thut I bad not taken the active in-
terest in the matter that was expected of me to take in any
measure that I was interested in, and that lack of interest be-
ing, a8 I have stated to the members of this House at the
‘time that measure was under consideration before, and also
on Saturday, because it embraved a principle that I did not
believe in, although I hoped to accomplish something...] say
that mv lack of inferest became manifest, and when it be-
came apparent Lo certain gentlemen that my efforts were
necessary if this bill was to be pushed throngh in time, |
want to state on floor of this Honse that I was offered a
campaign fund sufleient to make the race for Congress if 1
would put my shoulder to the wheel and push the bill
through, and for that reason, if for no other, I would re
pudiate this proposition, and 1 denonuce the methods behind
it ae unworthy the consideration of any decent uan,

1 want no man to leave this Legislature questioning my
honor oy integrity. IV has mever been questioned before and
I don't propose to. have it questioned by wsuch a whininy
whelp as J. Iea Gore, the reépresentative of the Times-Upion,
~sthreatening members of this body if they didn't support
this measure what he and the Times-Union would de for
them.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I move the reconsmideration of the vote
by which the bill passed.

“One word more before Mr. Chase lnguu tespeak. 1 com-
HW with luy eolleague with reference to the affidavit

bp on the floor of this House, or any ouwider, ll
wan, that raade that mm*‘m cin
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and bo informed me that he was not responsible for i o
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SPEECH OF REPRESENTATIVE FARRS
O THE JAGKSOMVLLE CHARTER B

Mr Speaker, and gentlemen of the House, < 1 first dewxire
o offer an apology L0 eac ‘h and every member of I:hlﬂ body
lsngth of time consumed in the c(maldemtmn of this
weasuri.  More than two hours this morning -have been
congmed in its gonsideration. For the reason that there
are many important measures pending on the calendar of
‘his House vet undisposed of-measures affecting the iuter-
est and w elfare of the people of Flonda—and thé time be.
tng limited, [ feel 1t due the members of thia body  that at
vhe ontset 1 offer this apology for the time already consumed
and the time will be conrumed by me in Sm'l.her presenting
nry pe sition on thia question.

I stated to this body the other evenmg that in the con.
sidoration of the charter bill prepsred by the commitiee,
sh provided for the eleciion of the five Commissioners
named in this scheme of government—I say that when we
came to the consideration of that- measure, a serious con-
flict arose between Mr. Chase, Mr. Buckman and myseif
apon the guestion of the manner of velectiom of these Com.

for the

missioners,
I tok tbe position thay I have always taken on this ques-

won. and thav I have always taken aqn every other guestion
affecting the rights of the people. I proclaimed the doc-
trine that the people of Jacksouville, as the people of every
other country or Siate, had the right to say who would
govarn them, who sbhould constitute their governing body;
that it was nat right for three members of the Legislature
to arrogate Lo themselves the right to prescribe who the
governing budy of that eity should be,

In the hope that by giving my assent to this measure, by
yielding to the wishes of my colleagues in the selection of
(Commissiouers named in the bill; by writing snother sec-
tion which I dictated and ‘originated, I hoped that I might
go back to Jpcksnnv;lle and renew the ﬁght under the sec-
tion of thie bill that 1 was responsible for, and T hoped that
the people of Jacksounville might finally elect their Com-
missioners, or elect them withiu the next few months.

When this measure was under vonsideration a few even-
ings ago the referendum amendment was offered by the
gentleman from Madison. My objection,  as stated on the
floor of this House, to the consideration of that amendment
was that I had been informed by a repatable lawyer that
the referendum amendmedt would make the bill uneonstitu-
tional; that no provission of our Constitation gives the
right of the referendum. In the hope of ultimately bring-
ing back to the hands of the people the right to govern
themselves 1. was willing to swallow this propoesition.

Ever since the introduction of this measqre, I never have
been very ardent in my efforts to push or gecure the passage
of this measure, because T had the conciousness that the
principle involved in the proposition was wrong. Iswal-
lgwed the proposition, but it came up again.

[n the Legislature of 1907 a joint resolution was offered
for an amendment to the Conetitution, by Mr. Pettigrew,
the initiative and referendum. The initiative and referendum
was indorsed by the greatest leader that Dewnoeracy has
had since the days of Jefferson. It was written into the
platform of the Democratic party as & fundsmental princi-
ple of democracy. 1 believed it to be soind doetrine, and
[ voted for the amendment to the Constitution providing
for the initiative and referendum. 1 voted for it because
I believed that the people had a right to initinte legislative
reform, and they had a right to have legislative: enactment
referred back to them for théir ratification,

Now the question that is in the mind of each and every
one of the members of this body is, why did I ehnuge
my position on this guestion? Why do I now come before
you and stand for a proposition that a few evenings ago |
would not stand for? Why ig it that I voted against the
referendum amendment ffered by the gentleman from usd-

'mnu and now offer a referendum amendment myasl"

I am going o be perfevtly frank with the members of
this body. I have investigated this question, *‘The idea of
legislating men into power to control & great ¢ity, tor how-
ever limited a tume, was repulsive and repagnsnt to me,

I have investigated throughly the questiop of the consti-
tutionality of this provision in the Supreme Conrt library,
and I challenge any member on the floor of this House w
show to the contrary—that it 1 umﬂhﬂfoﬂ- It IS
constitutional.  Fhe weight of aathoricy s lll'd!ﬂ of the
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