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A CHRISTMAS
CRIME

UY“TJ‘G{T“ Homes

\

IDGEWOOD had a thief! When
I, Detective Martinet of the
gervice,
was called out there [ found

the town In a state of excitement over
The principal ones bad
taken place in the mansion of Colonel
Payne, the richest man in Ridgewood
es at the
Payne mansion. The first nizht silver
was taken—small pieces cousisting of
spoons, forks, after dinner coffees and

metropolitan secret

the robberies.

There had been four burglari

knives.

The second night a small rocking
and several velvet

chair disappeared
covered footstools and nicé little arti-
cles of biric-a-brac designed for Christ-
mas gifts. T'he third night all the chil

t
dren's Christinas toys that had been
ita Claus
cupboard Ly Colonel Payue and his

carefully stored away in a S

II.-\H[‘

wife, ready for Christinas eve

peared, and the fourth nizlt the eellar

was pillaged of its wine and fruits.
“l.ooks as If it was sotebady n<ids
the bhouse.” =aid the colowel after

had been over the ground pretty wel

)

“Not exactiv.” said 1. “or why would

they take a rocking chair?”
The party
through the

beouise consistod ol 1

"1 NEVER SAW ANYTHING SO LOVEL)

colonel and his wife, the oldest dany
ter, a girl of fifteen, and the colonel's
private secretary, Williamn Winter.

“This is the window they got in at
the first night,” said Winter, pointing
to a bay window on the ground tloor
leading out of the dining room. “And
this is the one they got in at the other
nights,” peointing to another big win
dow that was In the staircase hall
alongside the front door.

“Why didn’t they always enter at the
same window 7’ 1 asked carclessly

“That's what bothers
Winter, “but you can go see for your-
self that they didn't,” pointing to trau-
pled places under both of the windows

“You see it was this way,” said the
colonel. “We were greatly alarmed the
first night when the silver was taken,
and we set a watch over the things
From that night to the present this
bouse has been steadily guarded from
the inslde every night, from dark unti
daylight. And yet we have had thro
robberies during that time. It is th
strangest thing I ever saw. and 1'd
give $500 to cateh the burglars.”

“Are they operating auywhere else
in Ridgewood ¥’

“Yes,” said Winter promptly, “they
tried to steal sowe things out of.the
church last night, and a week ago they
broke into the office of the
pany.”

“Are you fawmiliar there®”

“Yes,” said Winter.

“One thing wore, colone before 1

me,”’ said

£as 1

[ asked.

80" 1 said. “Will you tell me the
nawe of the person who wus on guut
in your house the last three nichits”
“I was the person.” said Winter.
“All right, colonel,” 1 said “1 an

going back to the city today to stay
about a week, but 1 will be bhack
Cliristmas eve, and then I will look 1 i
your thief for you. And, by the way,
you miglht get ready for your Christ
as tree, for | expect to give vou u
your things back in timue for youln
Christmas celebration.”

The colonel looked skeptical and W
ter shook his head sadly.

“Don’t you think you had Lictter st:
here if you are going to look for | '
asked the colonel.

“No.” 1 said “It isn't NeCessary
Good day, you can look for we Christ
mas eve.”

I said goodby, but 1 didu't leave
Ridgewood after all. 1 o v went
away far enough to Lide wyvsell in a
certain little botel in the little town,
and there | waited and watched —did
as slick detective work as 1 ever did
In wmy life, even in a big city on th
biggest robbery | ever had

Christmas eve found me, not in the
colonel's home, but out in the cold
frosty air, lookiug into the window of
a little cottage. The cottage was the
end one in & row of wooden houses
each with a grass plot around it. It
belouged to Williawmn Winter, private
secretary to Colouel Pavuoe; aud in the

cottage lived Winter aud Lis wife and

Winter's wife's wotler; also six little | ,L{
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appliancé and supplies always on hand. |

Winters varying in age all the’ way
from four to twelve years.

“] pever saw anything so lovely in
' all my life, pn;hl." the oldest Winter
girl was saying as [ pressed my nose
against the gluss and peered in through
| the narrow strip between the window
| sash and the casewent,
| There inside of the room stood a
' little Christmuas tree upon a big box,
gnd upon the tree and all around the

foot of it stood dozens of beautiful

Such a Christmas
There were little
things in silver forks, after
dinner coffees and knives, and there
was 4 roching chair, also several little
footstools and little articles of brie-a-

Christmas gifts,
tree Yol never saw!

SPOOES,

Lrac, all newly covered with cheap
chintz. Aud theré were toys., Ol so
many toys! And upon the table at the
side of the tree stood the best of wines

ad I LS rults,
“How sweot of you, Will!” Winter's
prett Vite said as she thirew her arnus
d Lis peck and kissed him. “How

did - ever guess that T wanted all

those silver things for the table”
\ind did any one ever see such a
S0 iw 2" erted the old lady as her
' ~ i uj the table with the wine
"1 have zot the goodest papa in the
" Hed the six year old, while

ers chimed in “Yeth” as they

¢ lor the toys,
[ « Id sit in this recking chair for
; ured  Winter's wife,
If Lback aud forth with
e gayly coverad footstool,
that [ felt as if 1 wanted
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IGHT was falling fast, and

the snow was piled high
walls of At which _the child’'s tears flowed
ween her sobs she told
eyved woman how she |
had been traveling with a great com-
pany of wen and women who were
leaving their own village to seek a bet-
die. It was Clristmas eve, bhut there ter land across the seas —our own
America, I make no doubt—
when they had encamped for
the nighi, her aunt, who was the only
vears pow hLis crops had rolative she bad in the world, had sent
r into The woods to gather fagots to
tmder their soup kettle, and how
she bad wandered so far that she had

azuinst the outer

the hovel where a poor mou-
Jik (peasant) named Kato- #he kind, so
ma lay dying in a little village in far-

away Russia,

wis no gladness in the season for him.
His wife, whom bhe had loved very
dearly. was already gone. For three

COllseclative
failed. A few weeks before the
been entirely
would have said to death,
art welcome!™

But there was one

Ossip. The idea of death

rible when he thought of leaving his
Fhoy ol alone with not a copeck to bless
Litusell with.

Wl I tell you it it takes 10
copeckhs to ake a Lle and that

ruble is less than 60 cents, you will
underst o ow dreadfully poor Ka-

toma wis

lie could not die peacefully

ing of Ossip's Miture Ii. dim eyes
turnes! fon v,{_\ toward the ]'i“-'\\ ‘r)’ 1nis
side, ¢ the Loy's thick back hair
thinos e Os=ip lay motionless
N I e s an put oue fevhle
d g bhis boy's smwooth forehead
| shed <ilently comnpended bim to heav-
en's '
1) e was very still The hour
wias  late Ossip's  healthy, regular
breathinzg was the only andible sound.

If only Kind heaven wor
friend for his Loy out of the

of zood people this big

mind how scvon he was laid away un
der the frozen sods

While his hand

!0\'!1] on

head and s cart was filled witk

turned wondering eves in that diree

tio il the ‘ 2 noiselessly to-
ward hin deross the bweaten earthen
Hoor, was a tall wor ! with soft
brown eves full of ng tenderness,

She eine clos
side of it

slecping child, she mutterad

wid, on Ossip’s

nd, looking down upon the

“'erhaps this Is the one at last

K L looked t her anxious)

W ‘| e S iwml 0 r

] kit seek 3

\ Ui leeping v o=l 1
sSwered softly

‘1 i r s 1 v told

in the bt gze it v davs wers
numbeere i I Kk v ot O
wonle vedl A frie [ love an

. ~>J
I't as — 1t \ t
e L I ( | "
[ | 1
| )
L i
t
' :
. ()=~ i
. i
W i
t 2 - 1
\ L BN Vel't
W ’ | S
A _t \ irdd
| . 1
i < | y d
W HS - i
] L -~ [ of ~
i o0
2 -
) \ = h W
! n t o
{ )
\ |
I - }
] v she said aloud, “What is thy

AN MATED"

't’s all Florida.

i )

r 3 r .
AUOL Ui UsS

Miuneapolis Tribune.

sanpn’ sers BaEte wEMT

Lagued o wps waeyy
|

Y

HOW BABGUSHKA

CHRIST CHILD

knew that he was going to

wolves
had devoured hLis last cow. If he had at
alone in the world he
“Come; thou

other, his boy

became er-

for thiuk-

Id raise vp one
millions !
world swarmed
with. Katoma felt that he should not

Ossip's

he door of the

wvel  opened  soft] I'ne mounjik

pre i
F WALWORTH

Copyright, 1902,
By Jeannette
- H. Walworth

Lere alone in the bitter nighttime?”

afresh, and 1

Dlessed

and how,

SHE TOoK THE CRIPPLED BoY |

not been able to tind her way back to

tnp, and how she feared the !

wolves would devour her before any
Then
hat her name was

ohie should come to Lk for het

shie tuld Balwushka t
Viasalissa

Baboushka clasped the little wander-
er to her great motherly heart

“That, indeed valves shalil net,
my dear little Vasulissa. 1 eannot give
thee back to thy aunt, for | know no
better than thou dost where this great
olunpuiny of Wwen and waolnen tuay e
camping for the night But thou shalt
go home with Ossip and 1 Thoun

shalt share our fire and our porridge,

and all that is mine thou shalt share
ith tiss P- I can I\"!l the wolves of
iunzer and cold away, and if thy aunt
S to claim thee she shall find thee

usy and bappy.”
Then Vasgliss quickly dried her
r<, and with he thd clasped in
Balwushka's she trudged  cheerfully
furward until they came to a tiny little
road a short
1 lamp

Coltage set hick roin the
LIStance In its one window
wWas burning br chtly

The window and the lamp belonged
pushed

its unlocked door open, and the chil-

dren entered with her into a clean

to Babwoushka's cottage., She

swept, well wartned room

A large chair was drawn close up to

the heart As Baboushka entered shi
«l ed cagerly at this chair, and aga
she muttered under her breat
I had opesd D mghnt hove ‘
\ I was out.”
! o Ossip asked
do von | lighted Lunp
\ - LWl
o HSWeTed, s
e zo astray in the cold 1v.-1 ‘
i wight find his way to 1'O0
' - \nd ow et S S0 Ll Ca i
S Ke Wiir il s 1 ' I
. fure 1 left howe in the early
$ so that any w 1e
N Way | ‘ the ad e 1
it | ' ! I sered
I'he bean ‘ 1 k Wil Sl
de Ossip throw a ey ! facots
i | Lhe w 1iid set Vas ssd ol a
N \ ~t N ['hen she
. ! w
‘ il t
a ~ ~ 1 a bles i,
e e % \ ’ S0 L
' OV s vl to 1]
' i 1 »  doe
i to A tal
~ | i S aArius '
] B a b
S S 5 wn
| d into the fire
L d «r ‘ His
ceth Hi S L
u Crovon ¥ SK
sl ! | cold 3
11 | . the | &
1 Lie I shika opened wide her
door wit caZer hand and fast beat
ing t. Perhaps, at last, this was

the child. What she said aloud was:

“That indeed thou mayest. But w
art thou abroad on such a bitter night
W e 10 L

She took the crippled Loy In her

strong. loving arms and carried hiy
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PreLLecier & Rix, Proprivtors

Rubber Tire Carriages

We s weedl esquippesd for “Straw Rides.s I - I~ in thee
Pises meeDull trains and take passenger to the eity,
Prunk= delivered promptly Ntabies e I’ Shoel 0o d
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DRIGS FOR PRESURTETTHONS

toMBs AND TOLLET sOAPSs
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1. L GODWIN, Proprietor
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NORMAN S§. DAYTON,

LUMBER

Fully Kiln Dried Pine and Cypress Finishing

Lumber, Flooring, Ceiling, Novelty
and Bevel Siding,
Shingles and Lath, Brick

Mouldings &
Io=talh

FLLORIDA.

BUNNEEZ!L LS
Saw and Planing Mills

DAY TONA,

ROUGH AND DRESSED PINE

LUMBER §

ON VERY SHORT NOTICE.
WE MEET ALL COMPETITION.

FALIRONMONG BB, Jre. Awet. (o Pases
¥ 204 West Bay St Jachsonville,
P. LOVELL, \sst. Supt..
¥oet Hounn S, Jacksonville.
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