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NNINGS GOVERNOR

jas Inducted into Office

Tuesday Last.
ABCEPTION AT LEON HOTEL

any Citizens and Soldiers Present
from all Sections of State.

Inauguration Day at the Capital]

35 one of the fairest that ever
hawned—blue skies, sparkling sun-
ine and balmy breezes all contribu-
ed to the general feeling of entha-
qasm. As early as Sunday the
sins arrived filled with visitors and
militia, and by Monday night the
treets were thronged with hand-
some soldiery in bright uniforms

d lovely women from all sections
of fair Florida. On Tuesday at 10
vyelock the parade formed on Mon-
se street in front of the Capitol,
sreceded by Grand Marshal R. A.
Shine, assisted by Mr. L. A. Per-
kins, marched down Monroc street,

y the following order:

Pensacola Brass Band.

Col. Lovell commanding, and his
staff, consisting of Lieut. C.S. Flem-
ing, Acting Adjutant; Capt. F. J.
Howatt, Quartermaster, and First
Lieut. E.
ﬂrgeon. )

First Regiment. Florida State
Troops, lieut. Col. J. W. Sackett
commanding.

Second Battallion, commanded by
Capt. C. B. Parkhill.

Suwanee Rifles, Captain W. H.

le.

yGovernor‘s Guard, Capt. E. A.
Dickey. ‘

Chipley Light Infantry, Lieut. M.
Griffin.  °

First Battallion, commanded by

Maj. Gen. E. Porter and First Lieut.
W. L. Ledder, Acting Adjutant.
Jacksonvil" Light Infantry, Capt.
A. D. Hartri
- Jacksonvil
Dancey.
Columbia Laght Infantry, Capt. N.
W. Cox. '
- ‘Second Regiment, Col. I. E. Web-
ster commanding, Captain A. H.
Blanding, Adjutant, First Lieut.
Charles S. Nobles commanding.
. First Battallion, Maj. N. Brad-
jhaw, Lient. C. M. Hilliard, Adju-

“Leesburg Rifles, Capt. F. C. W.
Kramer. , . :
i Orlando Rifles,- Capt. D. C. Aber-
nathy.

Gem City Guards, Capt. Walt. M.
Davis.

Miami
Saunders. :

Second Dattallion, Capt. II. L.
Roberts, of Key West.

Oak City Guards, Capt. W. L.
Law.

Starke Rifles, Capt. J. R. Davis.

Tampa Light Infantry, Capt. W.
L. Jervel.

Island City- Guards, Lieut. W. S.
Costa. :

Battallion of Light Artillery, com-
manded by Maj. Gumbinger; E. L.
Reese, Quartermaster; Lieut. Morina
commissary.

Wilson Battery, Capt. C. B. Duffy.

Pensacola Light Artillery, Capt.

‘A. H. D’Alamberte.

Naval Militia, represented by
Lieut. J. W. Bland and Lieut. Crom-
well Gibbons, of 2d Division.

Governor’s Staff—Maj. Gen. P.
Houston, Adjutant General ; Col. R.
Cay, Assistant Adjutant General;
Col. Frank Phillips, Quartermaster
General ; Col. John E. Lambett,Com-
missary General; Col. Sam T. Shay-
ler, Judge Advocate General; Col.
Thomas B. Kessler and Capt. N. H.
Hprrisnn, Aides-de-Camps; First
Licat. T. N. Horn, U. S. A.

_Gov.Bloxham and Gov.-elect Jen-
hings; Mrs. Bloxham and Mrs.
Jemnings, Cabinet Officers and
Justices of the Supreme Court,
accompanied by the ladies of
their families.

R. B.Gorman, Mayor; City Council

Confederate Veterans.

Citizens,

About 12 M.-returned by east

 front of the Capitol, and the troops
Presented arms as the carriages con-
laming Gov. Bloxham and Gov.-elect
Jennings passed through the grounds
fie portico of the Capitol, accom-
Panied by Mrs. Bloxham and Mrs.
\Jenmngs, and followed by the Cab-
Net, the Justices of the Supreme
Court and the Jadies of their fami-
Here were already assembled
‘Many prominent visitors from all
Paris of the State.
mptly at 12 m. Governor-
,‘ Jennings was introduced be
. overnor  Bloxham, and was heart

2

-

lfles, Lieut. Geo. L.

tifles, Capt. James ¥.

E. Philbrick, Assistant |t

ily cheered. The oath of office
was then adminlstered by Chief Jus-
tice Fenwick R. Taylor, and Gov.
Jennings then delivered his inaugural
address, which was received with
great applause by the large gather-
ing of enthusiastic citizens. He
said:

Friexps. axp FerrLow Citizexs— Be-
fore entering upon the dutiesof the firsg
executive of our state, to which I have
been elected by the deliberate and tran-
quil suffrages of the electors of Florida,
it is meet that I should avail myself of
this oceasion to express my gratitude'to
my fellow cit‘zens for so distinguished
a rank of confidence. It is impossible
to express this gratitnde in mere words,
and I can best gflect my sense of the
bonor and its obligations by pledging to
the people of vur state my most sincere
purpose to perform the duties of the
office of governor of Florida with all the
abilities that I possess, to the end that
the people may enjoy the best possible
administration of the laws of the state.

' I recognize with pride the presence of
the Florida state troops, who have so
generously enlisted and stand ready to

fend the stute and 1ts citizenship and

force the law, and I bespeak a liberal
policy to this organization as well as to
the Florida naval militia during my
administration. This great and grow-
ing state spreads overa territory greater
than that of any other state east of the
Mississippi river.

! For more than 230 years the territory-
was in the grasp of a power far away;
of a monarch despotic and cruel, hence
we find that the early historv of Florida

Wwas not one of rapid and encouraging

development.

. In 1822 congress established a territo-
al government, which continued until
1545 when Florida was admitted to
statehood. The census of 1840 shows a
population of 54,467; that of 1870 a pop-
ulation of 189,995, at which time our be-
loved state was just emerging from the
effects of a terrible war, without funds,
and its people reduced to poverty, which

condition was aggravated and mads |

more desperate by the reckless bonding
of the state, and the extravagant ané
wasteful expenditures of the people’s
money extorted by Reépublican adminis-
trations, which condition was ended in-
1878 by the election of a Democratic
chief magistrate of Florida. Since then
our state has grown and prospered in
population and in wealth.

During the past three decades our
population has increased from 189,995 to

528,542; our assessed valuations have in-

creased from less that $30,000,000 to up-
ward of 385,000,000 on the tax books, be-
sides more than %200,000,000 not on the

tng aecisions amounting to practical |

denial of justice.”” The supreme court

was established by the constitution of §~

1845, no change was made in the con-
stitution of 1868 nor in the constitution

of 1885. The supreme court, as first |,

constituted, is the supreme court of to--
day. From 1345 to 1891, 46 years, the
court issmed 26 volumes of reports, at
which time, 1891, the court was six aud
one-half years behind with its work.
During the past nine vears the court
has issued 16 volmmesof reports con-
talning more matter than the formmer 26
volumes; and yet the court is five years
behind with its work.

This should convince all reasonable
men that it is impossible for three judges
to perform the work devolving upon
this court under the existing circum-
stances and our complex system of
practice. A comparison of the condi-
tions, the wealth and population of
Florida, when this court was created
with that of the population, development

and wealth of today, should appeal to|j

the lawmaking power for its best
thought and action whick, I beg to urge,
to the end that a tempora®y commission
may be created to adjudicate and dispose

'of certain cases to be allotzed by the jus-

tices, to enable the court to dispose of
accumulated cases and clear the docket
speedily, aud to provide by constitu-
tional amendment for the establishment
of another division of the supreme
court.

Cireuit Courts.

The circuit judges are likewise unable
to perform the duties devolving upon
their courts in several of the circuits.
These courts were established by the
constitution of 1868, and although our
population has more than quadrupled
and the business of these courts more
than six times as great, we have the
same number of judges that we had in
1858,

The criminal dockets in sevcral of the
counties require all the term period,
thus depriving litigants on the civil
side of their rights and leaving them
without a remedy. These conditions
demand correction, and must appeal to
every patriotic legislator to provide a
constitutional amendment creating ad-
ditional circuits or judgships. There is
8 great necessity for a provision for ad-
ditional circuits and circuit judges.

' Ntate’s Attorneys.

" From the great increase in homicides
and other cases of felony appearing on
the dockets of our circuit courts, the
time of the state’s attorney being re-
gquired in court work, it appears impos-
sible for a state’s attorney to acquaint
himself with all the cases in a ecircuit
and prepare for the prosecution as the
interest of the state demands. The

tax books, with exports from fields, gar- | lawmakers having the power to bring

dens, mines, manufactures, forests,
lakes and rivers, amounting to millions
of dollars annually.

Rallroads and Ports.

Three thousand miles of railroads and
great ports have been constructed as
monuments of our progress.

- Our edycational facilities have grown
during this period to accommodate the
enrolled sch ip of more than 100,-
000 stundents. Churches have been erec-
ted in every city and hamlet as monu-
ments of the people’s generosity and of
the high civilization attained.

| Honor to Predecessors.

: Much credit is dne to my immediate
predecessors, and it 1s proper that I
ghould express the well nigh universal
ntiment of appreciation of their faith-
ul performance of duty. We congratu-
late ourselves that Providence has given
Bs wise, able and judicious governors,
snd to Governor Bloxham I express the
sincere hope that after his retirement
from the office of chief executive of
Florida that he may live long to enjoy
the delightful memories that cluster
thickly around his public life.

The New Century.

With assumption of high responsibili-
ties on this occasion it might become me
better to be silent. Yet, standing as
we do on the threshold of a new cen-
tury, closing the door of the old with
the historian reveling in its wonderful
achievements; opening the door of the
pew the imagination can see a century
whose possibilities are as yet unparal-
leled in history, and we appreciate and
realize that there are ‘‘other steps te
climb;’” we see the steps leading up-
ward, but the topmost one is far beyond
our view. We can but look up and
press onward, striving as we go to do
our whole duty to God and to our fel-
low man.

As some expression of purpose is ex-
pected of me on this occasion I venture
¥0 express some views based on observa- |
tion of a general character, with the
hope that I shall be enabled to more
gpecifically set forth my views in mes-
sages to the legislature. In contem-
plating the exercise of duties, it is
proper you should understand what I
deem essential principles of our state
government, and, conséquently, those
which ought ‘to shape its administra-
tion for you; retain the sovereign power
and guard your rights with a
oare. Our declaration of rights, our
fundamental law declare that ““all men
are equal before the law, and have cer-
tain inahenablerights, among which are
those of enjoying and defending life
and liberty, acquiring, possessing and
and protecting property, and pursuing
happiness and obtaining safety; that all
political power is inherent in the people;
that the right of trial by jury shall be
gecured to all and remain inviolate for-
ever; that all courts in this state shall-
be open, so that every person for any
jnjury done him in his lands, goods,

rson or reputation, shall have reme-
dy by due course of law, and right and
justice shall be administered without
sale, denial or delay.” These I deem
essential principles of our state govern-

ment. )
Judiciary.

The judiciary is a subject I consider
of ﬂrstlll:npol:gnee. The platform adopt-
ed by the dominant party, assembled in
state convention, declares ‘‘the present
condition of the supreme court docket
to be intolerable, the long delays in get-

|

about a correction of these evils I sug-
gest that the subject be investigated by
them, with a view of providing by con-
stitutional amendment for a state’s at-

torney for each senatorial district, to be| Jow #ti:

paid out of fees to be prescribed by law.
' Taxation.

Section 1, article Q,bf the constitn- :
d egual rate of i

tion reads: *““The legi
vide. for a uniform-
taxation, and shall present such regula-
tions as shall secure a just valuation of
all property, both real and personal,”
exempted property excepted. This isa
subject that has perplexed the most ex.
perienced minds from time immemorial,
and will continne to do so while the
subject lasts. It has been ascertained
that under our present system of valua-
tions, property in some counties is as-
sessed at 9 per cent. of its value, while
in others if is as low as 20 per eent. In
1871 the lezislature created a state board
of equalizarion to determine the relarive
value of tiie teal estate in the different
counties.  1iiis board made its report to
the legisLitur- in IS72, which report was
confirmei.

Dince thar tume, nearly 50 vears, there
bas been no power ar poard of e‘qllah?.u-
tion to dersrmine the relative value of
the real estate in the different counties
resulting in a policy of local depression
of wvaluations, which has placed our
state in the awkward nosition of main-
taining an uneven burden of govern-
ment, and a higher rate of taxation than
would have otherwise been required.
That a remedy should be provided to re-
lieve those who are bearing an unjust
burden, and to provide for a uniform
and equal rate of taxation, must be ap-
parent.

Board of Health.

I heattily approve the state board
of health as constituted, and be-
lieve that our only safety lies in our re-
taining supreme sanitary control. Since
the enactment of the law establishing
our state board of health, the employ-
ment of a competent state health officer
ten years ago and the enforcemenat of
the law our state has been immune from
yellow fever epidemics, save during the
year 1899, when our state control was
practically suspended by federal author-
ity. Our state being immune during
the entire period of the operation of our
state coutrol, enabling our port cities to
increase in population and in wealth
during this period over &0 per cent and
our state to increase, undet adverse cir-
cumstances, more in population in the
past decade than any other state in the
union convinces me that we should sus-
tain our health laws.

Education.

I am in favor of the most liberal sup-
port and development of the public
school system, and contemplate with
pride the record made in our state, and
hope to see an advance commensurate
with the necessities before us, extend-
ing, if necessary, to the establishment
of night schools in such places as are
found advisable to meet a growing de-
mand, and the adoption of the free
scheol book system in each of the coun-
ties of the state.

These and other important matters
that I shall not undertake to further
discuss on this occasion are submitted to
the people for consideration, discussion
and action.

Responslbllliy and Purpose.
When I contemplate the magnitude

I 1 BOTinNE 1rom tne unaertaking.
jmaeed 1 ghould despair if, unaided, I
Dued l_)e‘_t_orced to assume all the great
 PeRDousibilities that are part and parcel
SQESe position, but by the will and the
‘Widom of the people who have placed
W8 here, I am surrounded by some of
the ablest and most experienced states-
BB of Florida, in whse good

-

I with the sovereign funetions of
iation, and the other state and
by officers, I look with confidence

for'that gnidance and support necessary
to Maintain, as Jefferson says, “‘a wise
g government which shall re-
men from injaring one another;
shgll leave them otherwise free to regu-
2% 'iheir own pursuit on industry and
wrovement; and shall not take from
8 mouth of labor the bread it has
#ed. This is the sum of good gov-
Buent, and this i8 necessary to close

B d of our felicities.”
suring myself that under every
mity the determined spirit and
ifed councils of the state will be safe-
#ds toits bonor and essential inter-
estly I repair to the post assigned me
W1 no other discouragement than thag
hich springs from wy own inadequacy
to its high demands. If an attachment
to the constitution and a conscientions
det@rmination to support it; if an equal
andimpartial regard for the rights, in-
terests, honor and happiness of the
whole people of Florida; if a love for
knoweldge and a wish to encourage
schools, colleges, universities, and every
institution for its attainment; 1f a ven-
eration for religion among all classes of
the people, not oniy for their own good
and the happiness of lifein all its stages,
and of society 1n all its forms, as a
means of sastaining a better state gov-
ronment, if a love of equal rights to all
and special privileges to none; a love of
Jjustfee and humanity in its enfercement;
if a dgsire to improve agriculture, com-
2 and manufacture; if an inflexible
ination to maintain peace and to
e that our laws are faithfully
ted; if an earnest endeavor to in-
te every just cause and remove
colorable pretense of complaint;
if a gegard for a well disciplined militia
undéyr competent officers and the control
of civil authority; strict economy in
publfc expenditures; the diffusion of in-
1 tion and arraignment 2 all abuses
at the bar of public reason: #reedom of
religion; freedom of the press; a liberal
provigion for our disabled soldiers and
sailoF®; if an energetic support of the
statémnd its institutions; if an unshaken
nfifence in the honor, spirit and re-
g8 of the people of Florida; if a per-
palization of the terrible losses that
allen to the lot of those of our fel-
izens that have sustained severe
pDY freezes, storms, fires and fail-
reszedit a continuing sympathy with
o). ig- their brave and self-reliant
&, ~many of whom were thrown
nches of luxury into the lap
51y, aad yet have sustained them-
selves; if elevated ideas of the high des-
tinies of this state and of my own duties
towards it; if an humble reverence to
that infinite power which rules the des-
tinies of states can enable me to comply
with your wishes, it shall be my strenu-
ous endeavor to perform the duties be-
fore me as directed by your will, and
may that Being who is supreme over all,
the fountain of justice, the protector of
liberty and dispenser of nght, continue
his blessing upon this state and give it
all possible success consistent with the

ends of his providence.

The State seal was then delivered
10 Gov. Jennings by ex-Gov. Blox-
ham, who with his ascusiomed grace,
congratulated all Floridians on thuir
new Governer. lle said: ’
Governor Jennings:

Called by the people to the exalted
position of Chief Magistrate of Flor-
ida, and having taken the oath pre-
scribed by the. Constitution, it be-
comes my duty, as it is my pleasure,
to place in your custody the Great
Seal of Sate.

In doing so permit me to congrat-
ulate you upon entering upon the
discharge of your official duties, at a
period of great and growing pros-1
perity, and to assure you that you
will have the best hopesof all Flor-
idians that the administration over
which you are to preside will add to
the glory of Florida and witness a
strifeless and increasing progress to
the end, that peace and prosperity
will continue to hover, as a benign
benediction, over our fair State.

Accept, sir, the Great Seal, the
emblem of the State’s sovereignty
and kighest Executive authority.

And now, fellow-citizens, all hail
to Governor Jennings, and Godspeed
to the new Administration.

This closed the official ceremony
of inauguration.

Ex-Gov. Bloxham then conducted
Gov. Jennings to the Executive Of-
fice, where all callers were informally
received by Gov. and Mrs. Jennings.

After the inauguration the troops
were invited to partake of a barbe-
cue, served on Wayne Square,where
over 600 were served with a variety
of barbecued meats, coffee, sand-
wiches, pickles, ete.

In the afternoon the State Troops
passed in review before Gov. Jen-
nings and ex-Gov. Bloxham and his

, which was witnessed by a large
concourse of citizens of Tallahassee

of the duties that I am_about to enter

N\

and visitors.

-

This closed the exercises for:the
day, and was followed in the evenin
by a public reception and
Leon. : -

The hotel was elaborately decpra-
ted with palms and our graceful :na-.
tive bamboo. 4

At 8 o'clock Governor and Mirs.
Jennings and ex-Governor and }irs.
Bloxham, sfanding in the east par-
lor, commesced receiving the hund-
reds of citizens who soon began to
crowd aroupd them. And for sev-
eral hours iguests entered through
the north Hoor, passed on into ithe
lobby and then to the ball room. he
reception lgsted until half-past 10
o’clock, when the ball opened. |

While the ball was going on those
in the parlgrs listened to beaujiful
vocal and igstrumental music by Miss
Hansbrough, Mrs. Mottes and Miss
Webber, off Leesburg, and Miss Pro-
vence, of jthis city. Delicious: re-
freshments§ consisting of chigken
salad, turkqy, Maryland biscuit, jcof-
fee and chocolate, were served fom
half-past 1 until 2 a. m., and were
much appreciated by the dancersfand
the public generally.

The ball’zontinued until the
hours of
and was

ball at:the

rly
ednesday morning,jand

atly enjoyed by ali{ the
participants. It was one of the ost
magnificeni balls Tallehassee { has
ever witnessed, and will not soon be
forgotten. :
The New Governor. ,
The New Governor, William S.
Jennings, was born March 24, F863,
in Marion iCounty, Illinois. Ife re.
ceived the rudiments of his education
in the public schools of his native
county. attended the Southern Illi-
nois University at Carbondale and
the Union College of Law of Chica-
go, Ill. He moved to Brooksville,
Fla,, in 1885, and was admitted to
practice law at Brooksville, May
1886. He was appointed Circuit
Court Commissiorier, May, 1887, and
County Judge, May, 1888. He was
elected to the House of Representa-
tives, and served in the sessions of
1893 and 1895. e was Speaker of
the House in the session of FN95.
In 1896 he was elected Presidential
Elector. He was chairman of the
Democratic State Convention ag Or-
lando, in 1898 He was a meinber
of the Town Council of Brooksville,
and President of the Town Council
from 189810 1900. He was elected
Governor, November 6, 1900.
« Governor Jenning was married to
Miss May:Mann, May 12, 189}, in
this city. : They have one child,
Sherman Bryan Jennings, seven
years of age. The Governor is a
Baptist, and vice-president of the
Florida Baptist State Conventidn.

" Working Night and Day.

The busiest and mightiest little ghing
that ever was made is Dr. King's{New
Life Pills. Every pill is a sugar-chated
globule of health, that changes weakness
into strength, listlessness into emergy,
brain-fag into mental power. THey're
wonderful in building up the bdalth.
Only 25 cents per box. Sold by all firug-

gists,

Installation Services. |

On next Sabbath morning th¢ ser-
vice Installing Rev. S. L. Me§arty
into the pastorate of the Prespyte-
rian Church will be held at 11 o’dlock.
The sermon on this occasion will be
preached by Rev. Dr. S. P. Mickel,
of Madison, Fla.; the charge the
people will be delivered by Re§. N.
P. Quarterman, and the charge to the
pastor by Rev. B. S. Baker. The¢ reg-
ular quarterly communion of} the
Lord’s Supper will also be obsdrved
at this time. {

Red Hot from The Gun |

Was the ball thdt hit G. B. Stealiman

of Newark, Mich., in the Civil W It
caused horrible Ulcers that no treajment
belped for 20 years. Then Bucklen's
Arnica Salve cured him. Cures Luts,
Bruises, . Burns, Boils, Felons, Corns,
Skin Eruptions. Best Pile cure on garth.
25cts a box. Cure guaranteed. : Sold
by all druggist. 3

Walker Discharged.

At a preliminary trial at Crawford-
ville on Monday of last week, held
before County Judge Giles, Frank
Walker was held justifiable for the
killing of Edgar Nims and discharged
from the custody of the sheriff.
Self-defense was the plea set up and
the court considered the evidence be-
fore him conclusive, rendering judg-
ment in accordance therewith.

Scrofula the Cause.

Eczma, catarrh, hip diseases, white
swelling, and even consumption have
their origin in scrofulous conditions.
With the slightest taint of scrofula in
the blood, there is no safety. The rem-
edyv for this disease in all its forms'is
Hood’s Sarsaparilla, which gues to the
root of the trouble and expels all im-
gnrities and disease germs from the

lood.

The best family cathariic is Hood’s
Pills.
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T INEWS.

[POLITICS GROP 00T

President alﬂongress Bgtlt
Playing Them

THE PRESIDENT REFUSES

Information About Cuban Sc ;
which the Senate hagd Asked aFl:)?ls

Washington, Jan. 5.—«Polities™
came to the surface three times dyr.
ing the three days that Congress was
in session this week, and held Sway
in both Senate and House. This was
the more striking because the pre-
holiday sessions were marked by the
entire absence of anything of the
kind. The game was inaugurated in:
the House promptly on reassembline
by 4 resolution called up by Repre-
sentative Olmsted, of Pennsylivania.
providing for an investigation by the -
Census Committee as to whether the.
franchise was restricted in the South
in such a way as to call for a redac..
tion of representation under the 14t}
amendment to the Constitution. The-
resolution stirred the Southern mem.
bers, who have been aroused before .
by the steps taken by Representative
Crumpacker, of Indiana; in the same
direction. [t directs the Census
Committee to ascertain where the
vote has been restricted and to make
full and complete reports to the
House. This involved to a certain
extent the consideration of the ap-
portionment bill. * The whole sub-
ject was gone over thoroughly in the
ninth census. The committee conld.
of course, bring the information
down to date, and perhaps it would
be a good thing to have that done.
It would satisfy the public and sbow
something of what the situation
r:ally is. The langnage of the four-
teenth amendment applies to all male
inhabitants. It would' affeet Illinois,
for that State has a law requirine
residence for a certain period before
one can vote. Probably there are
30,000 males over 21 years of age ir
Chicago who are unable to vote be-
cause of this State law. Massachu-
i setts has an educational qualificatiov.
and Rhode Island has a poll tax.
Other States of the North also have
suffrage qualifications which would
bring them within the scope of the
ccunstitutional amendment. Even the
inmates. of the insane asylums and
similar institations would have to be
counted in reckoning the restrictior:
of suffrage. So there is likely to be-
strong opposition t) anything definite-
being accomplished under Mr. Olm-
| sted’s resolution, which was finally
ireferred to the Committee on Cen-
sus.

In the Senate polities was played
by no less a personage than the
ll’resident himself, who sent to tha:
| body a refusal by the “Secretary o
War to transmit the report of A. I
Lawshe, who investigated the Cubar
postofice frauds, demanded from the
Secretary of War by resolution of
the Segate. The President declared
curttly that he did not deem it com-
patible with the public interest te
make public the report. The truth
of the matter seems to be that the
report shows gross negligence and
possibly corruption on the part of
high officers of the Government.
whom the President and Secretary
of War hope to be:able to shield.
The refusal 1s a direet defiance of the
Senate’s right to inquire mto Govern-
| ment matters. To say that an exee-
| utive officer can refuse to furnish in-
formation to to the legislative branch
when that information concerns the
challenged conduct of an administra-
tion, is a monstrosity. In this case,
especially, it is believed a fes-
tering mass of corruption exists in
Cuba, and if the administration’ de-
liberately withholds official reports it
'is a matter for the whole country to
know. The determination of the
President to cut off all information is
shown by the fact that Mr. Lawshe, °
whose report the Secretary declines
to mnake public, has been suddenly
hurried to the Philippines to fill a
$6,900 position as auditor. If he bad
remained in Washington, he could
have been summoned before the Con-
gressional Committee to describe the
situation he discovered in Cnba’and
which makes the publication of his
 report incompatible with the public
. interests or with the well-being of
the Republican party.

The army reorganization bili,
which was taken up in the Senate on
Thursday, displacing the subsidy bill
from its favored position, also gave
rise to a semi-political debate; the
Democrats expressing their willing-
ness to give the President a speeial

(Continued on Eighth Page.)




