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CHAPTER X‘{III
BOME ARRANGEMENTS AND A PROP

‘We sat still more erect and eye
Bpeaker intently. An unpreposse

man truly, yellow, dirty, bare a
and barelegged, but withal a m
ten thousand for us. He was not
Bi, the cooly, who laboriously w
the day from end to end for a s
Ppittance, but rather the man in
lay the hope of our future happi
in whom we saw the avenger—v
ance personified. With this ma
might hope to do much; without
ours was likely to prove a dang
and an evil plight.

“I" will tell you how it shall
he repeated, “for it has.been no
but the hope of revenge which has
me alive in the midst of this wret
ness. But first, confidence for
dence. In what manner has
harmed you?”’
© “He has slain those who were ne
and dearest to us.”

“Enough. And your names?”

“Mine,” said Jim, ahd I wonder
this strange way of repaying
dence for confidence, “is of o i
tance, neither is his,” pointing to
“Yet such as they are you are
come to them. [ am called George ¢ar-
ter, and this is my friend, Ftede;ick
Gray.” ‘

“(300d.” said the Chinaman. “I kgow
Dot the names. but it is enough. And

Fou ote as the aveugers of”’— g

“Tlose whom we love.” H

Eoon 81 howed. He was a wise man
and rosnoeted our reticence.

“Irersh  You are the men for 'vﬁom
1 Lave wTted so long. Kung shall gie.”

He tilled bis brass bound pipe, djew
in a deep. full breath, knocked 'the
asrhes out on the flcor, and then, after

apparently swallowing the smeéke,
ejected it in a dense volume from:his
mose. This he did again, consuming,
amid a strange silence, at least hajf a
dozen pipes. Then Jim, who was begin-
aing to get restless, spoke:
"%You have information? You knpw
8 Kung’'s whereabouts?”

“Ah,” replied Koon-Si, rappiag
pipe on the floor, “to gain intelligence
of such a man as Kung is, as you may
S$magine, a feat not easy to achieye.
¥For years I bave vainly hunted, for I
have a great wish to meet him once
again, but it was not until a few
gnonths ago that I received reliable in-
formation of his yhereabouts.”

“And he is now"— :

“Where he is now I cannot say, tor
as I have told you, Kung is every-
where, even as his influence is felt be-
gond the big seas, but when last I
heard of him he had set up as a beat
builder at Ching-hi.”

“And where is Ching-hi?”’ :

“In the Yang-tse-Klang. Itisa small
3sland some “miles' belgw Hankow' [in
the province of Hu-Peh.” :

The information, which was apppr-
ently most precise, still left much:to
be desired. Of course we had heard of
the Yang-tse river, but through what
provinces it ran, what they were like
and in which was situated Hankow,
we had not the faintest conception. -

“And we can get there?” asked Jim.

“Easily, excellen®y, by steamer to
Hankow.”

“Good. When shall we start?’

“] am a poor man, excellency. It will
©ost money.”

*1 will see to thlt. You take us
‘here." :

“It shall be as you w‘lsh.” s

“And now,” said Jhm, “how had we
. better set to work?’

“There is no difficulty at all, excel-
Jency, if you have money. I let my
shop or shut it up, It matters nothiyg.

Then we go to Shanghal. From there
to Hankow is nothing. Yolr excellen-
¢y has money. We shall procure as-
sistance, and Kung"—

“Well?”

“Kung is your excellency’s, to Qo
«with him what you will.”

It sounded simple enough, and Koon-
81 had arranged an admirable little
plan, but to me there seemed to be
something wanting in fhe story, and I
said, addressing the Ch!m.man. “Kung
is a great poittical plotm?’

“The greatest, excellepcy.”

“And nq,deubt the gosernment would
berally reward thos¢ who c;ptmied
him?’

“They would pay gsuch, exeenenLy
There never was ose whom they fefl"
d so much as Kung.”

“Then why have yeu not betm:red
hiding place to the government? IIt

The mwll
Those who are »
shose who can eat al
food. Kodol
what you eat |

would reiieve you ot much respoasibil-
ity.”

I expected the man to show some
sort of confusion, were it ever so little,
at this direct thrust, but instead his
equanimity appeared not in the least
disturbed. He smiled with apparent
complacency, but to my thinking his
face looked infinitely diabolie.

“True, excellency, I might have done
as you suggest. But you forget I am a
Chinese, and 1 have been personally
mutilated. Unlike you Christians, we
Chinese do not forgive our enemies. It
wowtdd not please me to hand Kung
over to the government. It would not
be satisfaction enough merely to know
that he was punished. I want to see
his punishmert. I want to punish him
myself.”

I confess, knowing something of the
Chinese character, that there was rea-
son in this, and my momentary doubts
were satisfled. Koon-Si was not pleas-
ant to look upon, but that he was the
instrument ordained for our use was so
painfully apparent that there could be
no question of severing ourselves from
his guidance.

And so for another hour we smoked
and talked, ultimately agreeing upon 8
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plan of action. Koon-Si, being one of
those persons who seem to know ev-
erything, counseled energetic action
and, seeing that we fell readily into
his wishes, informed us that on the
morrow the Foochow would sail for
Shanghai and advised a passage by
her. Knowing no reason why we
should delay our departure, we at once
accepted this proposal, and Jim there
and then handed the carpenter suffi-
clent money to enable him to purchase
a few necessaries and his passage.
Then, overwhelmed with thanks and
compliments, we were shown down
stairs and out through the shop, and
thankful I was to taste again the com-
paratively fresh air of the street.

“Tomorrow,” said Koon-Si as he
peered up, blinking, from his cellar,
“we shall meet on board the Foo
chow?”

“Tomorrow,” answered my uncle.

“You may not see me during the pas-
sage up,” continued the carpenter, “but
if you should you will remember that
we are strangers. Otherwise”—here
he lowered his volice and looked fear-
fully about—*“well, the soclety is ev-
erywhere.” -

“I understand,” said Jim. “We shall
meet again at Shanghai?”’

“At Shanghai you shall know every-
thing.”

We turned from Koon-SI and walked
down the narrow street, and as we
reached the bottom we hesitated for 2
moment which way to turn. Then ¢
was that our friend Ah Yon advanced,
smiling and bowing.

“Makee losem way?” he sald. .

“Hello!” cried Jim. “What are you
doinig here?”

“My makee wait; t'ink you makee
losem way.”

“Well, it is a puzzling, evil smelling
place,” was the reply.

Yon grinned.
hinaman welly dirty beast. He
allee same belong dog—likee bad smell.
You no takee 'llcknhaw?’

“No.”

“Welly good. Makee walk. My makee
lead” -

The rascal stepped out with a faunty
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gait. and with elbows, fists and tongue
cleared a way for us whenever our
progress was llable to receive a check
from the masses of people which chok-
ed the streets.

At length we left the worst part of

the native quarter behind, and as Ah
Yon still continued to pace ahead my
uncle and I busied ourselves with dis-
cussing the remarkable carpenter,
Koon-Si. ,

“He’s not exactly the sort of fellow
I should choose for a traveling com-
panion,” said Jim, “but I'm glad we
met him. It is evident that without his
pid there would not be the remotest
possibility of our ever coming in con-
tact with Kung—that is, unless he were
to seek us.”

“Instead of which we seek him. But
tell me, Jim, if by any chance Kung
falls into our power—what then?”

I asked this question, apparently so
superfluous, because hitherto our
threats of vengeance had been of an in-
definite kind, or at least mine had, for
I was not one who could contemplate
murder with any equanimity. My plan
was to seize Kung and hand him over
to the governinent. There would be
nothing more for me to fear or to do
after that.

As 1 spoke Jim swung around and
laid a heavy hand on my shoulder. His
blue eyes sought mine, and they were
hard, cold, repellent.

“I shail kill him.”

Never was a man more in earnest.
The bitterness of years was crowded
into that moment. There was no hesi-
tation here, no doubt. I knew now that
the easy going city man, who had hith-
erto concocted nothing more deadly
than an Ingenious piece of reasoning in
the shape of a prospectus, had gone
about for years with murder in his
heart. I saw it now as I had never seen
it before, and though 1 could not gain-
say the frightful justice of the contem-
plated act, 1 would have given much
not to have seen that awful look in my
uncle’s eyes.

Farther on we stopped again to
watch the shipping in the bay, the
landing of some square boxes from a
launch also receiving a little of our at-
tention. Ah Yon, seeing this, drew
near.

“You no sabbee what belong inside?”
he said.

Clho ”

“It welly bad for poor piecee China-
man. It allee same belong opium.
Welly fine t'ing for trade, you sabbee,
but no welly good for Chinaman. That
small piecee box belong welly dear.
Opium allee same expensive luxuly.”

. “So I've heard,” said Jim. “Where
has this lot come from?”’

“India. Englishyman makee glow,
you sabbee; collupt poor Chinaman. It
ceme by ship Foochow,” and he point-
ed to a long, low steamer with one fun-
nel which lay at her buoy some little
way out in the stream.

“So, so0,” said Jim, who, like myself,
had immediately turned to inspect the
vessel, “that’s the Foochow, is it?”

“Yes, cap’'n. She comes from Caleut-
ta thlee day ago. Tomollow she makee
Shanghal side.”

We watched the ship for a few min-

‘| utes longer and then passed on, while

Yon, who had taken it lor granted that
we were in need of his company, kept
beside us and pointed out this and that
object of interest and expatiated on
matters in general with an uncommon
ability. Presently Jim stopped dnd
beckoned to him closer.

“Tell me. Have you ever been in
Shanghai?”

“Yes, cap’n.”

“Hankow?”

Yon hesitated a moment, and a curi-
ous, searching look crept into his little
black epes. Then he smiled. It was a
pleasant smile, but somewhat oily and
singularly inscrutable.

- “’Ave been ’Ankow side,” he said.

“Do you know it well 7’

“Pletty well, cap’n. ’Ave makee long
look, see.”

“You sabbee the river Yang-tse al-
s0?”

“Sabbee,” answered Yon.
been one—two—thlee time
side.” o8

“Do you know the island of Ching-
bhi?”’

Yon screwed up his ugly face in a
vain effort to remember.

“No sabbee Ching-hi,” he said at last.
“Yang-tse ’ave got plenty island. You
go Ankow side, cap’n?’

Jim hesitated for a moment, and I
saw by his face that the guestion put
him on his guard. He fixed Mr. Yon
with a keen look, but the imperturbable
Chinaman bore the scrutiny with an in-
difference which was most reassuring.

“I may,” said Jim.

“You no ’ave got boy, cap’n?”’

“No.” _

“Supposee you takee me along? My
makee welly ploper sesvant. You be-
long stlanger. ’Ankow no welly good
place for stlanger. My makee speak
Chinee, sabbee?”’

Jim looked at me and I at him. The
need of an interpreter was not a neces-
sity while Koon-Si formed one of the
party, but suppose by any chance we
should lose the valuable services of
that gentleman? Moreover, Mr. Yon
was an extremely intelligent fellow,
and by payment we might command
undivided allegiance.

= Ieked at me incuiringly, and,

-
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“nowing wpai was pas-.iaz iz bis
thonghts, I said, “We must make -
quiries.”

He turned to Mr. Yoo

“] will think over your proposal, Yon.
Come to the hotel tomerrow and you
shall know.”

“My makee weliy glateful”
fellow. *“Yon, he belong
boy.”

I could not kelp smiling at this quaint
eulogy of self. The rascal had a Ce-
lestial sense ¢f humor.

CHAPTER XXIV.

HE STEIKES TWICE WIIO 5TkiKES FIRST.

Upon our return to the hotel we made
a few necessary inqguiries concerning
Mr. Yon more as a =op to our con-
sclences than auizht else, for so that he
proved not an absolute scamp we cared
little for his reputation. For the work
we had in hand intelligence and nerve
were of more importance than a good
character. That he had the one we did
not doubt, that he possessed the other
time alone would show. At all events
we were not long in deeiding to take
him with us. This journey we contem-
plated was a strange one, and out of it
much might come.

The following morning he presented
himself at the hotel and was duly en-
gaged, and later on in the day we went
off together to join the Foochow. Yon,
who held the proud position of our boy,
took advantage of that privilege and
carried our things below and otherwise
displayed a conspicuous ability to
please. Then there followed the shriek
of the whistle, a warning to imprudent
sampans, the shouting and the bustle,
and presently the Foochow stood up
for Ly-ee Moon pass, the straits
through which we Lad entered net a
week before.

Of the voyage to Shanghai I have lit-
tle to relate. We found Ah Yon a per-

said the
first chep

Sick poison is a poison which make«
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fect jewel of a servant, bright. intelli-
gent and always willing, and on more
than one ocecasiort we gave him good
proof of our appneciation. He was a
strange creature,; and he had funny

Chinese eyes, which was nothing unu- |

sual in a Chinaman, but he always
seemed grateful for a kind act or a
kind word, perhaps the first that had
ever come his way;

Before the ship cleared the Ly-ee
Moon pass we cphught a glimpse of
Koon-Si among the cooly passengers.
Feeling a trifle ct‘rious and just a lit-
tle suspicious of having shown too
much confidence in the carpenter, we
strolled forward, ! and there, leaning
against the winch, was our esteemed
friend of the sliti nostril. Though he
looked a little cleaner than when we
last saw him, he was still dressed as a
cooly, barelegged and barefooted, and
but for his nose, 4t which one had to
look closely before discovering the slit,
offered no contrast to the surrounding
ugliness of his compatriots.

We passed on the other side of the
hatchyvay and within a few yards of
him, but beyond {fixing us with the
stolid stare which fve ordinarily receiv-
ed from his countrymen he gave no
sign of recognition. This, however,
mattered nothing. We had seen him,
and that was enough. The fact that he
kept below for the rest of the journey
was something that concerned him on-
ly. We were quite satisfied that our
confidence had not been misplaced.

The journey northward proved en-
tirely barren of incident, and in due
course of time we arrived at Shanghai.
Here, that very night, Ah Yon brought
my uncle a letter, which, he said, had
been left at the hotel by a messenger
and which upon opening we found was
a8 communication from Koon-Si. It
was very short and very untidy, but it
conveyed the information that the
steamer Chungking would leave early
on the following morning for Hankow,
and it advised a passage by the same,
adding: “It is my intention to go by
this ship, for not & moment should be
lost in the pursuit of our mission. He
strikes twice who strikes first.”

That it was excellent advice and
backed up by an excellent maxim and
one for which I duly notched a poiet in
favor of Mr. Koon-Si, may be at once
admitted, and I could discover no rea-
son why such excellent advice should
not be followed up. Nor could my un-
cle, when put tq the test, though he
needed no spur to his endeavor. His
one object in life was t0 stand face to

face with Kung and t§at at the earliest
opf)ortunity :

Well, the next mo
petimes and away,
Koon-Si lived a man
the ccolies. We kne§ he was aboard,
and that was all. It&vould have puz-
zled the keéenest spy $f the society to
discover any connec§ion between us
and the slit nosed scal forward.

ing we were up |
ind omce more |
hpart along with
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