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THE DIRTY OLD COLORADO ONCE AGAIN STARTS
ON A RAMPAGE.

Not content with two overflows thus far this year the
Colorado is now starting on another rampage, though in all
fairness to the old red-head- ed heifer we must admit one of
the previous rises in the Colorado was caused by waters
flowing down the Gila. The present approaching overflow
is the regular annual melting of the snow in the upper
branches. These come as regularly as clockwork, year in
and year out, though some are more severe than others. Up
to last Monday morning early the river at Yuma had been
falling steadily for a week, after having reached a guage of
26.5 and a discharge of approximately 100,000 cubic feet
per second. Just how big the present river will get is only
problematical at this time, for Forecaster Brandenburg, at
the Denver weather bureau, has not yet made his calcula-

tions. His last predictions were about three feet short of
the height he predicted, but that was caused by the Gila
waters scouring out the channel, purely local conditions
that he had no means of knowing anything about.

However, it must be a source of comfort to Yuma Val-

ley and Bard farmers to know that Project Manager
Schlecht is leaving nothing undone to successfully combat
any waters that may reach Yuma. He has put on a double
shift of trains between Yuma and the Mexican line and has
a train running night and day from Laguna dam down to
wards Indian hill. Every foot of the levee between these
latter points is now rock-revette- d. Not only that, but the
entire levee has been raised two feet and made as solid as
rock will make it. There are just two weak points between
Indian hill and Laguna dam, one just this side of Bard sta-

tion and the other two miles below that point. Superintend
ent of Construction Ray Priest has this matter in hand and
is working day and night to prevent eroding banks. He has
every confidence of being able to hold the river within its
banks.

Master Mechanic Jack Levake has charge of the river
front work from Yuma to the Mexican line. There are now
two weak points on this stretch of 25 miles, one between
the 1 1 and 12 mile posts, where the spillway empties into the
river, and the other between the 17 and 18 mile posts. Train-loa- d

after trainload of rock is being used at these two points
day and night, for the river strikes both of these points
squarely in the face. However, there is nothing to be fear-
ed at either point, barring a bigger river than was ever
known at this season of the year. At these points the rivei
is very wide and at the last rise had a tendency to shift to-

ward the opposite bank, down towards Volcano levee on the
Imperial side. Should a clear channel be cut through dur-
ing the approaching flood it will give Imperial all she can
do to cope with the flood waters. .

When I wrote my last article on the condition of the
levees the government was then spending $1000 per day in
protecting the levee system. It is now spending a fraction
over $2000 per day, NOT ONE CENT OF WHICH IS
CHARGED AGAINS TTHE FARMERS. It is very doubt-
ful indeed that the government ever figured on this tre-

mendous cost when it undertook to construct the project.
It will be a great calamity if congress does not provide for
this expense every coming year in its river and harbor ap
propriations. Nothing has ever been said about it up tc
this time, for all this expense has been borne by reclama-
tion funds. These funds are now almost exhausted. It will,
therefore, be necessary for annual appropriations by con-
gress, or the expense will have to be borne by the abutting'
lands. It is a serious condition, to say the least. However,
as long as the money lasts Project Manager Schlecht and
his trained forces will continue to do all within their power
to prevent disaster to Yuma Project "the garden spot of
the world."

GREATEST MILITARY RENDEZVOUS WEST OF
CHICAGO.

SAN DIEGO, June 12. Forty thousand United States
infantrymen, troopers, aviators, bluejackets and marines,
attached to the various military and naval camps near San
Diego, will play a prominent part in the great Friendship
Fiesta to be held at San Diego June 22-2-4 inclusive.

San Diego now is the greatest military and naval rendez-
vous on the Pacific coast and is the only city west of Chi-
cago where Uncle Sam's aerial fighters are being trained
for service on the western front with the allies. Visitors
who come to San Diego to witness the Friendship Fiesta will
not only have an opportunity to enjoy three days of merri-
ment but they will be able for the first time to obtain an in-

timate view of every branch of the nation's fighting forces.
(Continued on Page Three)

YUMA, ARIZONA, THURSDAY, JUNE 14, 1917.

FORMAL APPLICATION MADE TO CITY COUNCIL
FOR RIGHT TO CONSTRUCT PUMPING

PLANT TO WATER LANDS ON
MESA OUTSIDE OF .

PROJECT.

At last Tuesday's meeting of the Yuma city council for-

mal application was made for the lease or purchase of suffi-

cient ground on the river front of Prison Hill upon which to
construct a pumping plant fpr the avowed purpose of con-

structing an irrigating system for the 20,000 odd acres of
land on the mesa that were thrown open to entry about two
years ago, the same being those lands formerly considered
within the Yuma Project, but abandoned by the govern--

, ment because after mature deliberation and careful study of
the annual flow of the Colorado river it was decided could
never hope to get water from the Yuma Prejoct system.

There are several features of this proposed undertaking
that are of. more than passing interest to the people of Yu
ma Project. Before the city council irrevocably grants this
permit, or sells or leases the site applied for it will be well
for our "city dads" to remember that a failure on the part of
the recipients of this favor ntay work great injury to Yuma
Project and the city.. The city council should remember
that the government has decreed that it is not feasable to
irrigate these lands from the waters of the Colorado river, it
having been definitely determined, after many years of
painstaking investigations, that at the most critical season
of the irrigating season there is not enough water in the
Colorado to irrigate any lands outside of Yuma Project
proper and Imperial Valley. That was the impelling reason
that forced the government to abandon the 20,000 odd acres
and throw them open to homstead entry under the desert
land act.

We all must certainly remember two years ago when
the Imperial Irrigation district was so short of water that a
dam was constructed from bank to bank of the Colorado at
Hanlon heading, forcing EVERY DROP OF WATER into
the Imperial canal, and even then there was only water
enough to irrigate half of the land in cultivation. Thousands
of acres of cotton and corn were allowed to go to waste be
cause there wasn't enough water to keep the plants alive.
What would be the inevitable result down in Imperial Val
ley if even a small part of this water were diverted from the
river between here and Hanlon heading? That many more
acres of lands already in cultivation would necessarily have
to be abandoned.

Imperial Valley has long since claimed an appropria-
tion of 10,000 second feet day-i- n and day out the year round.
Two years ago there were but a fraction over 2000 second
feet in the river passing the Reclamation gauging station.
The average runoff at this point, during the months of Aug
ust, September, October and November, and even including
December and January, is only about .5000 second feet.
The republic of Mexico is entitled to at least its share of this
water. What will be the result if diversions are made that
leave Mexico nothing to irrigate her half million acres be-

low our border line? International complications will be
the order of the day. And Yuma Project will suffer as a
result.

I would love to see the outside lands on the mesa irri-

gated. In fact at my own personal expense I went to Phoe-
nix last winter and did what I could to help pass the Winsor
irrigation district bill, wherein lies, in my opinion, the only
hope the outside land owners have of ever getting water on
their lands. And now that this law is in full force and ef-

fect I don't see what the promaters of this last scheme can
hope to gain to pushing this matter in the manner they are.
It looks to me very much like it will do more harm than good
to the coimng opening up of the Mesa Auxiliary Project.

It means that those lands will be thrown on the market at
about the same time that the government proposes to sell
the lands on the mesa embraced within the auxiliary pro-

ject. Just how many acres the government will offer for sals
at the opening is only problematical, but if 20,000 odd acres
of these outside lands are thrown on the market at the same
time it will spell ruin to Yuma's dream for a 40,000 acre or-

ange grove on the mesa.
To pump unsettled muddy water on the mesa for a dis-

tance of 10, 15 or 20 miles will mean that the people who
own lands so watered will be up against the same silt prob-
lem that devils the very life out of the people of Imperial
valley. It will be the same old Luddy system over again
conjested canals, silt-fill-ed ditches, and an endless expense
in maintaining them.

With all of these facts before me, and the additional
knowledge that they can't even construct an open ditch
system for less than probably $75 per acre, to say nothing
of cost of operation and maintenance, I am free to confess;

NUMBER 24.

PROPOSED NEW ROAD TO IMPERIAL VALLEY
BETTER THAN OVER SAND DUNES.

Much has been heard recently about a proposed new
auto route from Yuma to Los Angeles and San Diego, by
way of Andrade and Calexico. This route, of course, trav-

erses Mexican territory all the way from Andrade to Mexi-
can, unless it may be subsequently found that even a bet--
rer route can be obtained by a cutoff in the neighborhood of
"Sharp's heading." Those who profess to know all about
that section are agreed, however, that the best route will
be to practically follow the railroad all the way after once

j crossing the railroad near Cuervos station.
It was my pleasure last week to traverse a goodly por-

tion of this proposed new route, starting at Yuma and going
through the Indian Reresvation down to Hanlon heading,
thence on to beyond Cuervos station. A. L. Verdugo, the
genial manager of The Toggery, was master of ceremonies.
Frank Caylor, who knows every foot of the country, was
with us, and we had a chauffeur who knows every trail and
tree between Yuma and Mexicali. The roughest part of the
entire route was from Yuma to Andrade. From the latter
point to as far as we went I have no hesitation in saying that
the major portion of the road was as good as any road in
Yuma county, barring the "Warrenite." The soil for the
most part was a heavy dark brown, almost black loam appar-
ently made better and more solid with auto travel. It has no
semblance of the powder-lik- e silt encountered in the reserva-
tion nor like the abominable county road between Yuma
and Blaisdell.

We took our lunch and camped at one of the old abaiv
doned Martinez ranches, of which there were half a dozen
between Andrade and Cuervos, At different points of inter-
est we took snapshops of the country to show its general
topography and I must confess that I have never seen a
finer body of land nor a more picturesque section of coun-

try. We stopped for a while at a beautiful clear lake appa-
rently over a mile in length and nearly half mile wide, made
when the Colorado broke through that section and found its
way into the Salton sea. This lake, we were informed, is

filled with fine table fish, mostly of the mullet specie. The
lake is upwards of 25 feet deep. In the years to come I con-fidenta- lly

predict that this will be one of the favorite outing
places for Yuma people to spend the week-en-d.

There is a good substantial wagon bridge across the
Imperial canal below where the railroad crosses, and from
Cuervos station on down to the Cudahy ranch I am told the
road is practically as good as that over which my friends
and I traveled. I am reliably informed that Mr. Cudahy
says if the new road is carried by his 16,000 acre ranch he
will maintain the road at all times at his own expense. It is

reported that other ranch owners along the proposed route
will be equally as liberal. It is known that Mayor Borquez
of Mexicali is doing all in his power to have the road opened
up, and it is even said Governor Cantu looks upon it with
much favor and will lend it a helping hand when the
proper time comes.

It would be an easy matter to construct this road at very
small expense. I suggest, however, that the most plausable
way for the line to run would be down Yuma Valley to Han-

lon heading, cross the river by ferry for the time being, and
when that section of Lower California is settled as thickly
as it is around Calexico, then let all hands put their shoulder
to the wheel and construct a bridge across the Colorado,
forever doing away with the hazardous route through the
sand dunes of the Imperial desert. Yuma would profit very
materially by such a road, for at least half the trade of Low-

er California between Yuma and Mexicali would come to
Yuma, which would mean many thousands of dollars every

(Continued on Page Two)

that I can't see the logic in starting this scheme at this time.
Why not wait until the Mesa Auxiliary Project is well under
way? Why place that great boon in jeopardy at this partic-
ular time?

My advice to the city council is to go a little slow. Bet-

ter consult your Uncle Sam and ascertain what rights the
applicants will have to tap the Colorado at their will. It
was only a few months ago that Blythe was refused the right
to divert a given amount of water for the Palo Verde Mesa,

on the grounds that all the waters of the Colorado have al-

ready been legitimately appropriated by Uncle Sam, Im

perial Valley and Mexico. This being true it would seem in-

advisable at this time to do anything calculated to bring
Yuma Project and the city of Yuma into disrepute, not only
with Uncle Sam, but with Imperial Valley and our sister re
public. Better by far go ahead and cultivate the lands al-

ready under water than go chasing after imaginary rain
bows on the mesa desert.


