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Cotton 29c
Milo Maze, ton $51.00
Fetereta, ton $51.00

Alfalfa hay, ton ?25.G0
t--i i - co rnDjxiixsy, iuii $ot..ov q
Wheat, ton $62.50 g
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morning, December 27,

Hon. Thomas D. Molloy and Judge

of Tucson, before
Judge Sawtelle of the Arizona district
of the United States federal court, and
argued for an
Project Manager W. W. Schlecht and

Manager D. C. Caylor from
the "public notice" issued

by of the Interior Franklin
K. Lane on April 6, 1917. Under this
public notice all land owners were re-

quired to file a "water right
within six months of that date

and pay in advance a minimum of

$1.50 for two acre feet of water, all
excess water used during the irriga-

tion season to be paid for at the end

of the season.
Hon. Oliver P. Morton, district coun-

sel for the U. S. R. S., with
at Los Angeles, with United

States Attorney Flynn of Phoenix,

and his assistant, Hon. W. J. Bryan,

Jr., for the Ser-

vice in the hearing before Judge Saw-

telle. From all accounts it was a legal

battle worthy of the best talent in

this section of the country. Mr. Mol-

loy is highly elated over what he terms

"a great victory" and relief
these being the words used

in a telegram to the editor of

the Arizona Sentinel on the night of

December 27. For the benefit of the
water users of Yuma Valley, whose in-

terests- are nearest my heart, I am
very glad to be able to herewith

the in full, to-

gether with the new form of "water

rental contract" agreed upon, and also

the form of of the
extension act. These

speak for
In the matter in detail

with Mr. Molloy he summed up his
"great victory" as follows:

First Judge Sawtelle declared from

the bench that he had never said he
thought the Yuma Valley people would

have to pay the $75 per

acre charge as fixed by Secretary

Lane.
Second Judge Sawtelle declared

there were grave matters to be de-

cided by him but he would

not intimate what his decision would

be.
Third If a contract for

water is by the
officials Judge Sawtelle would not is-

sue an the shut-

ting off of water from those who had

not applied for water rights.
Fourth If Judge Sawtelle
decides the water users

he will require to be made

into his court thereafter

in with the "public notice"

and held by the court until the case

is finally disposed of by the United

States supreme court.
Fifth Two acre feet of water must

be paid for in advance, that being the

minimum charge, and all water fur-

nished after the two feet are exhaust-

ed must also be paid for in

instead of at the end of the
season, as granted in the public no-

tice.
Sixth the time within which the

"20 year extension act" can be taken
of is extended to March 31,

1918, whereas under the "public no-

tice" the time expired six months aft-

er the 6th of last April, though by mak-

ing written to Secretary

Lane anyone could get the benefits

of the extension act, by making a

showing as to why they had not ap-

plied for it during the

Seventh Water will be
all lands in Yuma Valley exactly as

except the charges are 75c

per acre foot instead of 50c, and all

water must be paid for before it is
used.

Eighth rules will be
by the offi-

cials relative to the amount of water

to be paid for in advance after the

first two acre feet have been
In other words no one will be

allowed to ask for a part of

an acre foot of water.
I have read and d the

herewith and I have
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FEARLESS

tried in every conceivable way to fig
ure out where my friend Molloy gete
his "great victory." True, the water
will not be shut off from any of the
lands in Yuma Valley. That is agreed
to in the "stipulation." But outside
of that I can find little comfort for
my valley friends in the skirmish just
had before Judge Sawtelle. Under
Secretary Lane's "public notice" ALL

lands in the valley, whether they used
the water or not, had to pay the min-

imum of $1.50 per acre. That included
ALL the wild lands that are being

held purely for speculation, and most
of it held by Under
the "stipulation" agreed to by attor-

neys for the waters users, these lands
apparently go Scott free until such
time as they make application for
water, which means that the opera-

tion and maintenance charges will

have to be borne by the lands that
are cultivated.

North Gila Valley is left out of the

project entirely, just where it was

placed by Secretary Lane some time
ago. As evidence of this fact it is

only necessary to say that on the
night of December 31, at midnight, the
Reclamation officials ceased to oper-

ate the gates and canals that furnish
water to the North Gila farmers. They

were told that they could go ahead
and operate the gate and canals them-

selves until some equitable agreement

as to the costs of operation can be ar-

rived at between the farmers and the
Reclamation officials.

The South Gila also still remains
OUTSIDE of the project, to all in-

tents and purposes, for no "stipula-

tion" was entered into regarding the

lands in that unit.
Extending the time within which

Yuma Valley land owners have to ac-

cept the "20-ye- extension act" sim-

ply means that those who do not take
advantage of the time granted by this
"stipulation" will automatically come

in under the TEN-YEA- R payment pe-

riod. I wish from the bottom of my

heart that I could record a "great vic-

tory" for Yuma Valley, but as I view

It the whole thing reminds me of a

man about to be executed he gets

"temporary relief" by a respite from

the governor, but eventually hangs.

There are very many farmers In Yu-

ma Valley who are even today ready

to begin their payments in accord

with the "public notice" issued last
April, which fixes the construction
charges at $75 per acre. They would

much prefer this than permit
to escape payment of their legi-

timate share of the operation and

maintenance charges, for the fewer
people who have their lands in cul-

tivation just that much greater are

their costs, for under the "stipulation"

no arrangement is made to tax lands

that are not irrigated. They have nev-

er paid a cent of the operation and

maintenance charges and apparently

never will until this suit is finally set-

tled. Had they been FORCED to share

the burden with those who are culti-

vating their lands they would soon

find it advisable to put their wild

lands under the plow, but they will

never do so las long as they can es-

cape their just share of the operation

and maintenance charges.
In this respect, at least, it would

seem that the "great victory" is FOR

the and FOR the men

whose lands are yet in the jungle. Pity

'tis, 'tis true.
As to losing any rights by signing

up their lands pending the suit before

Judge Sawtelle, and as to this "stipu-

lation" gaining anything in that di-

rection, it can be dismissed with the

knowledge that all thesS rights had

already been preserved by Acting Sec-

retary of the Interior Bradley in the

following letter to Judge Thacker,

president of the Water Users' Asso-

ciation, which reads as follows, dated
the latter part ofas you will observe,

last September. Here is the letter

Read it, and then read all the append

ed documents which form the "stip

ulation" agreed upon before Judge

Sawtelle last Thursday and Friday

The final hearing before Judge Saw-

telle will come up either in Phoenix in

7
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YUMA, ARIZONA, THURSDAY, JANUARY 3, 1918.

VALLEY WATERUSERS GET TEMPORARY RELIEF

INJUNCTION, TEM-

PORARILY

Impiortant Announcement I

With this issue of the ARIZONA SENTINEL
it enters upon its 48th year, having the reputation
of being the oldest continuously printed weekly
newspaper in the state of Arizona. If during the
past year it has served to amuse or instruct its
many readers its editor is satisfied. That the editor
has gained the enmity of every "grafter" through-

out this section was counted on in advance. That
the editor has been honest in his convictions and
fearless enough to express them, all will agree who

know him. That the same general policy will be

pursued as long as the present editor owns this
paper goes without saying. The truth will be told
fearlessly.

Project affairs will be "played up" at all times,
for without Yuma Project the city of Yuma would
be a mere whistling station for Uncle Sam's newly
acquired possession. If you don't like to read the
paper, why, please do the editor a favor by telling
him so. He will then know where to place you. If
you like it, why, the best way to prove it is to pay
up your over-du- e subscription and pay the coming
year's subscription in advance.

If you want ALL THE NEWS about Yuma
Project, about "Our Beloved Yuma Mesa," and
about every "job" that the Big He Highbinders try
to pull off, why, you must read the Arizona Senti-

nel. TWO DOLLARS PER YEAR.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN FLY,

I Editor -

April or in Tucson in May.

Now read all these documents and

if you find I am in error I will be

very glad to correct it any time it is
pointed out to me:.

Washington, Sept. 27, 1917.

Mr. J. M. Thacker, President,
Yuma County Water Users'

Association, Yuma, Arizona.
Dear Mr. Thacker: It has come to

my attention that many of the water
users upon the Yuma Project desire to

;

make waterright application under
!

public notice of April 6, 1917, but rer

frain from so doing because of the
fear that a reduction, of the construc-

tion charge of $75 will be ordered in
!

the suit brought by your association
and now pending, and that they will

be precluded from securing the bene
fits of such reduction.

While the department has no reas
on to believe that a construction lower
than $75' per irrigable acre can be

fixed or will be allowed for lands in

the Yuma Project under the public no

tice in question, for the purpose of re-

assuring the water users, above refer-

red to, I have to state that if for any

eason a lower construction charge is

fixed and' announced, an equivalent
reduction will be made to those who

have, prior to that date, filed water
right applications at the $75 rate.

Cordially yours,
E. G. BRADLEY,

Acting Secretary.

In the United States District Court
for the District of Arizona.
Yuma County Water Users' Associa-

tion, Robert H. Theilmann, John A.

Donovan, Ralph Thurman, and Archie
Griffin, Plaintiffs, vs. W. W. Schlecht
and David C. Caylor, Defendants.
(E.59, Phoenix.)

Stipulation.
It is hereby stipulated, by and be-

tween the parties hereto that the wat-

er service shall be furnished from the
Yuma Project system to subscribers
for stock in the Yuma County Water
Users Association within the area cov-

ered by the public notice of April 6

1917, from and. after January 1, 1917,

and up to and until the date of the
final decision of this court in this
cause; provided, each of said subscrib-

ers who desire water and have not al-

ready applied therefor execute and
file with the appropriate government
officer at Yuma, Arizona, an applica-

tion for such temporary water service
in form and meaning substantially in

accord with the draft hereto attached

i
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Owner.

and made a part hereof.
It is also stipulated that the afore-

said subscribers for stock shall have
until March 31, 1918, to file accept-
ances to the reclamation extension
act; said acceptances to be upon; a
form substantially in accord i with the
draft hereto attached and made a part
hereof.

This stipulation is the result ofi a
hearing of plaintiffs' application for
injunction had herein at Tucson on the
27th day of December, 1917, and is in
lieu of an order of court in the prem-- ,

ises.
Furthermore, this stipulation shal!

in no wise be deemed to affect the
rights of land owners in what. is desig
nated as Tract A in the complaint
herein, and the court is requested to
hold under advisement the question ot
injunctive relief to such land owners
pending the attempt to formu'ate1 a

stipulation between the parties as to
the terms and conditions under which
said land owners are to receive water
pending the determination of this
cause.

Solicitors- for- Plaintiffs1

Solicitors for Defendants

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
United States Reclamation Service-YUM-

PROJECT
Arizona-Californi-

.APPLICATION FOR TEMPORARY.
WATER SERVICE.

To the right for the date 1918.

1. I hereby apply for water service
from the canal for
irrigation in the irrigation season com
mencing January 1, 1918, and endinf
December 31st of each year, for
acres of irrigable land in
Section , Township
Range ,

Meridian, said application being made
subject to the following conditions:

2. The charges for water service
shall be the same in amount as the op-

eration and maintenance charges an-

nounced by the public notice of Apri'
6, 1917. The minimum charge per
acre shall be paid when water is firs
ordered in any irrigation season, and
any additional water supply shall be
paid for as ordered.

(Continued on Page Four.)
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If anyone ever had any doubts &s to

the loyalty of the offi-

cials, and the
'headed by Director

Davis and Chief Counsel King, to Yu-

ma Project that doubt should at once
be dispelled after reading Director Da-

vis' letter to the editor of the Arizona
Sentinel, herewith together
with the proposed contract with Im-

perial Valley district. The
two documents are given in their en-

tirety in order that citizens of Yuma
Project may know exactly where our
officials stand, as well as to clear up

the relative to the
of contract, which was at first

heralded abroad by Imperial Valley as
a quick and adequate solution of the
"water shortage problem" of that ir-

rigation suburb of Yuma Project.
From Director Davis' letter it wil1

be seen that nothing was

The question now rests
where it has been for years past. Nc
step has been taken looking towards

Imperial Valley with water
during the coming low-wat- period;
nothing is said in the proposed con-

tract about another diversion dam at
Hanlon heading. In fact Imperial Val-

ley is left "up in the air" so far as
this coming year is and un-

less we have a "full river" all the year
Imperial Valley is bound to suffer
even more than in the year

unless the "new intake" will supply
the required amount of water. That
this Is not expected is plainly evidenc-

ed by the fact that such ranchers as
Mark Rose are throwing up the
sponge, for he has recently sold al
his stock here in Yuma at public auc-

tion and rented his place, with the
public statement that he was going to

get out of the farming business be-

cause he could see no chance to get

water during the year 1918. However
here are the tv:o documents referred
to above. Read them

'OF THE
United States Service

D. C., Dec. 21, 1917

Col. F. Fly,
Yuma, Arizona.

My Dear Colonel: I have received
from you the telegram:

"Many press reports
relative to with Im-

perial Yuma Project
uneasy and anxious for facts. Can
you wire for condi-

tions of reported or

clear statement of what was done

at your People here
will greatly any infor
mation you can give."
The telegram arrived while mat-

ters were still in a chaotic state and

altho the has now broker
up and the people have gon'
home, the condition has not much im

proved. The had its con

ference with Secretary Lane on the
11th and he referred the matter to

Mr. Bradley with whom several con-

ferences were held and all phases of

the subject discussed.
In a with Secretary

Lane I brought up matters that 1

thought might be disputed and advo

"ated the inclusion of a clause con

ceding the prior right to 1700 second

feet to the Yuma Project. The Cafi

"ornia people made no objection at the

and I Secre
tary Lane to sustain my views. Wher
it came to drawing up the contract
thy said they did not it

that way and objected to

any priority. This held

us at a deadlock for several days, buJ

I declined to yield or to omithe sub

ject from the contract. They claimed

Lane had not decided the
question and I invited them to submit
it to him with my

but they finally decided not to do so

the claim that he

had already made up his mind and de-

cided the
At any rate, the contract as drawn

contains a strong clause in this con-

nection and of power. The
contract, however, has not been ap
proved by the secretary of the inter-

ior though it is to be in

with his wishes. I

t..e does not expect
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MUCH TALKED-O- F CONTRACT BETWEEK GOV-

ERNMENT AND IMPERIAL VALLEY MAKE
REFERENCE "ALL-AMERICA- N CAN.
SPECIFICALLY PROTECTS YUMA PROJECT.

government
particularly Reclama-

tion Commission

appended,

irrigation

atmosphere much-talke- d

absolutely
accimplished.

supplying

concerned,

preceding

carefully:
DEPARTMENT INTERIOR

Reclamation
Washington,

Benjamin

following
conflicting

conference
delegation.

publication
agreement

meetings.
appreciate

conference
California

committee

conference

conference understood

understand
strenuously

acknowledging

Secretary

recommendation

evidently conceding

question.

reservation

understood
accordance under-
stand committee

FURNISHED
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Cattle 6c to 8&c
Hogs 8c to 13c
Lambs 16c
Turkeys 30c

Chicks 22c
Eggs 55c 5
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NUMBER 1.

to recommend it to their constituency,
so probably not very much was accom-
plished.

I am enclosing a copy of the .con-

tract and am wiring you today as fol-

lows:
"Conference with Imperial Val-

ley people resulted in disagree-
ment. Letter follows."

Yours truly,
A. P. DAVIS,

Director and Chief Engineer.

Draft of December 12, 1917, as re-

submitted Dec. 15, 1917, and revised
Dec. 21, 1917:
CONTRACT BETWEEN THE UNI-

TED STATES AND THE IMPE-
RIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT.
This agreement, made the

day of , A. D., 1917,

by and between the United States of
America acting In this behalf by

'., sec-

retary of the interior, hereinafter
styled the United States, party of the
fiist part, and the Imperial Irrigation
District, a corporation duly organized
and existing under and by virtue' of
the state of California, hereafter styl-

ed the district, party of the second
part.

Witnesseth:
2. Whereas, in connection with' the

Xuma Project, Arizona-Californi- un-

der the provisions of the Reclamation
Act June 17, 1902 (32 Stat, 388)
each six per centum of the total
amount. Upon failure of the district
a.nd acts amendatory thereof and sup-

plementary thereto, and particularly
Section 25 of the Act of April' 21, 1904,
(33 Stat., 224), the United States

Service has constructed on

the Colorado river at a cost of $2,000,-30- 0

a dam known as the Laguna dam
and certain auxiliary works, situate
about 10 miles northeast of Yuma,
Arizona, together with a main supply
canal, extending ivm said dam south-
westerly to a point known as. Siphon
Drop, situate in section 10, township
16 south, range 22 east, S. B. M., and

3. Whereas, under the aforesaid
act of congress, the United States

the reclamation of 120,000

acres of irrigable land more or less
ander the Yuma Project with water

river diverted at La-5u- n

dam, and the district desires to

3ecure the right to divert water at
said dam for the irrigation of all irrig-

able land within the present boundar-

ies of the district, and.
41 Whereas, the district is authoriz-

ed under Chapter 160 of the Statutes
of California, 1917, page 243, to con-

tract with the United States for a sup-Dl- y

of water for irrigation.
5. Now, therefore, in consideration

of the mutual covenants and agree-

ments to be kept and performed and
considerations to be paid, as hereinaf-

ter provided, it is hereby agreed as
follows, t.

6 That immediately on the execu-

tion of this contract the district shall
proceed with diligence to make a com-

plete detailed survey with specifica-

tions and estimates of cost for the
"ollowing:

(a) All necessary works and struc-lure- s

for the diversion of water from
the Colorado river at Laguna dam,
thence through said existing main
canal of the Yuma Project, and suffi-

cient enlargement and modification,
including such works or devices as
the secretary of the interior may re-

quire for the purpose of maintaining
as near as may be present efficiency
of the desilting and sluicing works at
Laguna dam, to divert and carry all
water needed by the district for the
irrigation of its lands above referred
to, without impairing the utilization' of

said Laguna dam, main canal, and
auxiliary works to the full extent nec-

essary to irrigate the Yuma Project
when fully developed.

(b) A main canal, with all neces-

sary appurtenant structures for the
practical operation thereof, of suffi-

cient capacity and proper construc-

tion, connecting with said main canal
of the United States at a point de-

scribed as Siphon Drop, and thence

(Continued on Page Three)


