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B. F. FLY Editor-Owne- r

"Our Country! In nci intercourse with foreign na
tions may she always be in the right; but our country, righ
or wrong." Stephen Decatur.

CALEXICO CHRONICLE SOMEWHAT PEEVED.

The esteemed Calexico Chronicle is somewhat peeved
at the criticisms that have appeared from time to time in

these columns relative to Imperial Valley and the "make
shift" policies that have been in vogue over there for man)
years past relative to their "water shortage" problem In
its issue of last Saturday it pays the editor of this paper
very high compliment by devoting its front page, first co
umn story to a denial-o- f my oft repeated assertion that un
less Imperial Valley solves its "water shortage" probleir
very quickly, and solves it right, that great valley will gc

back to its desert state that of propegating cactus, jack
rabbits and jackasses, though the good Lord knows they al
ready have a superabundance of the latter on hand right
now. The story, however, is so rich, rare and racy that it is

reproduced herewith in its entirity, with these few com
ments :

First Hanlon heading dam has NOT been removed
according to promise.

Second Engineer Clark NEVER said that he has al
ready removed all the piling that constitutes the greatest
menace at the dam, or if he did say any such thing he knows
that he told that which is very far from the truth, for al
most HALF the pilings are yet in their original place. Those
that have been removed have simply been "shot off" at the
water edge of the rock and are as solidly embedded in the
rock as the day they were first put in.

Third There is NO EARTHLY CHANCE for Impe
rial Valley to get water at the present time without the rock
dam, and the same condition will remain as long as the water
is at low stage like it is at present, for even if the "new
intake" were cpmpleted the sill would be three or four
feet above the water, if the present diversion dam were
removed.

Fourth That great sage of the cana
route , Hon. Mark Rose, who has "his all" invested in Im
perial Valley, has sold his work stock, lock, stock and' bar
rel, and quit farming over in Imperial Valley because he
says he is sure there will be a worse "water shortage" this
year than ever before.

Fifth It is about time that the people of Imperial Val
ley awaken to the fact, as Chief Engineer Clark is quoted
as saying "that Yuma Valley and Imperial Valley's inter
ests are identical, and what would injure one would injure
the other." That is what this paper has preached from
the beginning of this nasty rock weir business. Instead of
that Imperial Valley people, at least those in charge o

the water question, have all .along imagined we over here
in Yuma have no interests at all, but that Imperial Valley
mus,t be furnished with water regardless of what becomes
of Yuma Valley. If they would only be honest with them
selves and come over here like men, and come at the proper
time, explain their predicament as we all know it to be, we
would be less apt to look upon their every move with sus
picion.

Sixth This article is being written on Sunday, Dec
ember 30, 1917. According to the bonds given the secre
tary of war and the Yuma Water Users' Association we had
every right to expect the Hanlon heading dam would be
WHOLLY removed by tomorrow night at midnight, if not
sooner. The secretary of war issued his permit to construct
the dam on the specific promise that it would be removed
by that time. No additional order was required. The
Yuma board of governors at its meeting the first week in
December caleld attention to the original agreement about
removing the dam. Captain Leeds, the U. S. A. engineer
having the matter in charge, notified the Imperial district
officials. But not a move has been made, beyond what has
been stated above. The dam is still there, as solid as the pro-verb- al

Rock of Gibraltar, a constant menace to the best in-

terests of Yuma Valley, but is APPARENTLY THERE TO
STAY UNTIL IMPERIAL VALLEY GETS READY TO
REMOVE IT. If it is removed Imperial Valley will go to the
devil quicker than you can say skatt. "That's the whole
truth. Remove the dam, and you save Yuma Valley from
possible ruin. But when you remove it well, goodbye Im-

perial Valley. It will not be "back to the tall timbers," but
back to the cactus, jackrabbits and jackasses. So, which

shall it be Better come over here, Brother Chronicle, and
make your peace with Tom Molloy before he perpetually en-

joins you.
HANLON DAM IS

REMOVED EXCEPT ROCK

Engineer Clark Says Yuma's and Im-

perial Valley's Dangers
Are Mutual.

Two Sections Should Now Work
Together.

Expects Plenty of Water Coming
Year, Despite Croakings of

Sad Prophets.

In the current number of Colonel
B. F. Fly's "fearless champion of the
Yuma Project," that great seer of
bugle call jaurnalism and Nick Carter
literary stuff, paints a doleful picture
of the predicament in which he has
dreamed the Imperial Valley.

Stripped of all its useless dressing
the colonel's story is to the effect that
Imperial Valley stands in the shadow
of a tremendous calamity. It must
remove the dam built in the Colorado
within a week or 10 days now or for-

feit to the government the $25,000

bond put up and the $100,000 bond to

the Yuma Water Users' Association.
And then, according to the same

colonel, if we comply with the re-

quirements, as he alleges are set forth
in the bond, we will be without water
in February and our cantaloupe crop
will go to the demnition bow-bow- s

without hope or with the salvaging
of a single cent. This is the doleful
picture painted and the "swan song"
sung for the valley by Colonel Fly.

When seen this morning, Chief En
gineer Clark, after reading the ar-

ticle, said that there was no danger,
and that conditions at this time were
most favorable to a full and complete
water supply.

"The bonds," he explained, "were
iven to Yuma people to protect them

from possible damage by failure to

remove the dam, and the one to the
government provided for the removal
of the dam when ordere'd to be re-

moved, but no orders to that effect
have been issued. On the tenth of

this month we blew out the last of

the piling and, therefore, nothing' re-

mains but rock in the bottom, and
this is no menace to Yuma. This one
thing must be borne in mind, that Yu
ma Valley and Imperial Valley inter
ests aref identical and what would in

jure one wouia injure tne otner.
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Mr. Clark also intimated that if they
wanted the rock removed, they would
have to remove it, and he was most

the future of the
valley and its water

we win nave an tne water w

need for the entire valley," he said
"not only in February, but un
less unforseen takes place

this, the Colorado river
is not under control, and no man can
tell what may happen. For example
last year built weir dam across
the river with four-foo- t head
water, and this year when we built
we had to go up an
head, so you see, no one can tell.'

All through his talk, the
who is in close personal touch with
the whole his confi
dence in the future of the water sup
ply and was pisitive in his
ments.

Asked Mark Rose and his
statements the insufficien
cy of the work now in progress, and
that it would not amount to "30
cents," as Mark stated to the Chron
icle representative, Mr. Clar said:

"Dont ask me that. refuse to dis
cuss the matter at all. The Chron
icle editorial of answers
that question fully and
and nothing is to be

He then to the fact
the Chronicle men newspaper
men of years of and said
"I can go down on any corner almost
and find fellows who will undertake
to tell you more about your work than
you know The applica
tion of this is plain.

Summed up, it appears from all that
could be learned that the
for the coming year is assured, al
ways provided that some unforseen

does not overtake us, and
that it is ridiculous to attach any se
rious to the of
Farmer Mark Rose and Reporter Ben
Fly. Both may know about
their own lines of work, but mighty

Should there be sufficient rise in the little about engineering and practical
river to damage Yuma people, it handling of water.

BLESSINGS IN DISGUISE.

Benjamin Franklin Fly, chief peddler of hot air for the
Project, is a blessing in disguise. On the surface

and on short acquaintance he the blankety-blanke- st pest
that ever cumbered a portion of foot-stoo-l, if it not
sacriligious refer to Yuma.

But the very extreme limit of his pestiferiousness
its own The now esteemed, but formerly dis
colonel of the country is so blamed cantanker-

ous and disagreeable in his rantings that their
own ends and finally become pleasant to take as the kind
liest and most humorous of Mark Twain.

Instead of riling one's risibilities, his egotistical
malicious rantings are now one of the chief sources of
amusement to the people of Imperial Valley who have the
extreme pleasure of being favored with on
Ben Fly. Do that on McDuff" stunt. Imperial
Valley and all its people with mightiest The
mightier are, the funnier they be.
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foundation.' The grade and drainage
contract was awarded to the Harri-
son Construction Company of Hen-
rietta, Oklahoma, for approximately
$170,000.

Warrenite is similar to Bitulithic,
as used on city streets and is the con-

struction adopted three years ago for
the celebrated Columbia River High-
way and approaches thereof from
Portland, Ore., approximating 72
miles.

Okmulgee county is rich in oil par-

ticularly in the north section, and
coal in the south section.

INSURANCE 01 GOTTON

I am able to give you the famous
"Insurance Service" of the "TWC
HARTFORDS." When Cotton burns
it burns like Holy Blazes.

See Me Before Insuring.

Emil C. Eger
'Fire insurance Specialist.

8 Money to Loan 8

i

Cafe
IS THE ONLY FIRST
CLASS RESTAURANT IN
YUMA THAT SERVES
MEALS AT ALL HOURS
OF THE DAY AND NIGHT.

, SPECIAL DINING ROOM
FOR FAMILIES.

THE VERY BEST OF
EVERYTHING THAT THE
MARKET AFFORDS.

CHARLEY SAM, Proprietor

I The Thomas Barber Shop f

244 Main Street.

Everything new. The most up-to-d- ate Barber Shop

in Yuma. Your patronage solicited.

INSURE YOUR COTTON
FIRE INSURANCE ON COTTON IN THE FIELD

Your cotton can be insured in the field and "vroute to the gin.

We insure cotton in the bale on your ranch or in the gin yard.

Yuma Title Abstract & Trust Co.
JOHN DOAN, Secretary

8 per cent Money to Loan 8 per cent

ONE BEAUTY OF
THIS RESTAURANT

?i its o'mpHlr rhrm And nrivfter.
The are and
agreeable, the appointments perfect
and the food and service as fine as
can be. And there are plenty of small
tables for couples or small parties
where they can enjoy all the
of home life and enjoy such a dinner
as no home could furnish.

Ham's Cafe
Next to Yuma National Bank.

Yuma Valley Produce Store

Dealer in

GROCERIES, FRUITS AND VEGETABLES

and Main Streets

Buys and All Kinds of Country Produce.

Yurna Fruit Company
All kinds of Fruits and Vegetables in season. Country
Produce and a General Line of Groceries.
Free and Quick Delivery

surroundings pleasant

privacy

First

Sells

Phone 73-- J.

New Southern Pacific Hotel

Only first class hotel in Yuma, with first class

Dining Room attached.

Sunday dinners a specialty.

F. S. MING, Proprietor

A First Class Hotel A Hotel Noted for
at Moderate Rates Comfortable Beds

HOLLENBECK HOTEL
"Always Popular More so now"

. Under new management
a, k. Mcdonald, Prop.

100 rooms without bath $1.00 per day
100 rooms with bath $1.50 per day

50 rooms with bath $2.00 per day
Steam Heat and Running

Water in all Rooms LOS ANGELES. CAL


