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towards tho big parting, whore itOfficial Mine Report of the evidently did out. According to ' Ni " ""
eye witnesses there was only a little Z - ; JRecent Disaster at McCurtain puff of dust came out the slope

OFFICIAL REPOKT OF CIIIHF
' INSPECTOR 151). BOYLE OF

THE McCUUTAIN DISASTER,
WHICH HAPPENED MARCH
tiOth, 1012.
McAlester, Okla., May 0. On

Wodnesday, March 20th, at about 5)

a. m. an 'explosion occurred at
Mine No. 2 of tho Sans-Bo- is Coal
Co., located at McCurtain, In Has-

kell county, Oklahoma, which was
the most destructive to human life
when we consider the small dam
age done to property.

While the explosion snuffed out
the llvas of seventy-thre- e men, the
Lodies have been recovered. The
damage to the property was hard
noticable. The state law of Okla-
homa makes it the duty of the man-
agement of all mines generating gas,
or commonly known as fire-dam- p,

to employ fire bosses to examine
the mines carefully before the min-

ers ein'.r the mines, (See Sec. 1,
Art. G, Senate Bill No. 2G.)

In No. 2 Mine, which is operated
as a slope mine, the coal dips at
about an average oi! ten degrees.
The slope is driven down this dip"

for the distance of about 3,000 teet,
when the din of the coal takes n

almost frhe out

main slops and another slope is
driven on dip for the distance
of about 1,000 feet.

The rope on the small slope is
operated through a drill hole to the
surface an engine pulls iff

parting thos3 men.
lmpllclt

ninth and tcnth"lIft'.'Tho mine is
ventilated by an foot fan,
Capell make, which was throwing
ibout 4G.000 cubic feet of air into
the mine which was sufficient to
ventilate the mine, If It was prop?
orly distributed.

mine has been in operation
about nine jears and has been
known as dangerous mine, as it
has exploded betoro this,
makes about the seventh explosion
that has occurred since this mine
has been in operation, causing
Ioe'3 of life each time. Accordingly,
the mine which is described above,

bosses, John Kokoske the north
side and Crooks on t'e south
side to examine tho mines.

On date the accident-- the

mmiani

fire bosses' report book shows that
Frank Crook discovered gas in the
eleventh south top entry and ih
room twenty-fiv- e of the eleenth
south entry, room twenty-fiv- e being
close to the face of the entry, and
in room nineteen, twelfth south top
entry, and in the eleventh south
stub entry.

In this mine, as in other mines,
whore the ventilation is carried to
the face of the entries from the
last cross-cut- s by brattice cloth, this
cloth is usually torn down when the
shots are tiied at night and coiibffi-quent- ly

the ventilation is dlsarrang- -

there

in

It is duty of raiue Lf'wnmn ,n,i m.

management to restore There no of
before into slon on or

mine in
On date of It evidence found

that fire-bos- s, company disobeying
have time to state In to mining, (See

do this before time Sec. 1, Art. 3, Bill No. 2G.),
to enter mlue at 7:30 a. m. j which says ventiln-h- 3

took a chance to tion gassy must made
' thirty apart,

mine ,as their found on this ru'e this mine
on eleventh south entry with as soon as he gone, it

coais anu uuiner pans in qPPn1R nnmnnnv
their mute that
they v. ere told by fire boss to
stay ot entry until he would

a little that starturn at right angles to

th's

where

were feet

ing at face of entry.
either lit it himself, or drove It
with the mine to room twenty-on- e

some were loading a
car and lit it. fear ot

job, or under-estimati-

of in
coal at which whQ nlaced

IP at a point between the '

in

eight

The

a
which

Frank

of

where

mines

at

where

to enter mine, when he should
hae put a dead-lin- e on south of

slope and proceed to make
mine safe, as the law

There Is no doubt what the
initial point ot the on

the eleventh south entry, as
canvas used brattices was

to a crisp and the bodies
were badly The fire came

through room cross-cut- s,

slope and
eleventh north abandoned,
which was connected with

north entry by rooms which
had been driven up. There wan -

consists of two north side dence of great force at the
and south sde. north where explosion came

The company two fire back on slope a trip
on on,a fold's0 TorC
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entrance and tho was not stop-
ped.

On the morning of twentieth,
from information we could

from survivors and others,
were ninety-seve- n enter-

ed the mine. Of thoso men, six
came tho man-wa- y, three came

main allvo, and thir-
teen were found alive tho next'
morning in the thirteenth north
entry where they had the good

to take
pump-roo- and broke the air con-

nection and revived by the air.
The on the thirteenth south

and tried to get up tho
slope but were suffocated from

ed. the n,i do
the ventlla-- was evidence oxplo-tio- n

the mon go the the thirteenth north,
morning. twelfth south.

the the explosion was
was evident the this was tho
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the for the men Senate
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make crcs-cut- s forty feet and
in some instances, such as the

south, the face of the work-
ing places was sixty feet In advance
of ventilation, and the thirteenth
south was also found to bo

S. P.
sixty feet in advance of ventilation, i - -

and room nineteen Was more wont of the law, and performing tho At Shenandoah the strikers aro
seventy feet In advance of cross-out- s.

As it is my to make known
to the general public the causes
leading up to this disaster, I
to call their attention to the follow-n- g

which is a part of the Mining
Law found In Sec. G, 1, of

bill 26, reads as follows
"It shall be the of the Dis-

trict Inspectors to exam'ne the
mines in their respective districts n
often as necessary and not less than
once in every three months; provid-e- d

that the mine committee shnll
have authority to call the Mine In- -

toncy county widows
which
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gas can its of and of a of the
The is divided says ana safe to an in a

., the and this ai is in sight. The money
the law re- - district has wljl be in various

men for "if will find ahy man ready Some will sot aide to
dents, and to make the I out In to the widows and
and the Jaw defines the dut-- ?" but in all will
i'.'3 each, and the men under their
charge trusts the'i lives in their

and proper care and
on the part each

as occurred at
and In other ooal

fields would be almost
but the are like all
other laws, will be rigidly

until time as the state,
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U. SENATOR THOMAS GORE, of LAWTON.

than
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envolved upon him.

Chief Mine Inspector .Oklahoma.
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SUFFERERS

Fort Smith, May An-

nouncement made
another column found shortly $50,000 donation from

announcement Andrew fund
hill, commissioner relief tho

district. McCurtain mino victims. Advices,
been holding ofllce commis- - characer, hava
sioner since statehood, received here from Pittsburg

time been effect Carnegie's gift
flcial the interest people."! announced shortly. Carnegio

term g0metlme promised
county officials

spec! time confronted with complete
thoganization government.requirements

cominlBsloner8 disaster claimed seventy-thre- e

provisions strict- - work iives last, that
observed carried out." UmQ .olirlnklng from time

public readily responsibilities scrlptlan
impossible Inspector speaking amount doubled
the' diiferent says: steel king teerm assured,

"Since statehood nersonal- -

parting
standing " oUfui reachcd

relief fund closeFrom indication the force b"f district carry-- lthe ,nsnectlons provided $i,G00 such warrants. hear $25,000 committee, which
every qiiarter rumorb organized with assistance

the Oklahoma
Relief Fund

judgment

that generate change from receied share road work representative carnegio
brldge-i- . road work Hero commission, additlon-- i

un-s'a- condition equally districts $25,010hours; thirteen bridges. divided ways,
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Tanrehill is making tims require. More than three-o- n

the record he has made as of- - fourths of unfortunates aro sole-tice- r,

and prlmlses if elected that y dependent upon relief fund,
he will continue to do what he can ineiuclicl in the fund already rais- -

people of district and 13d is $11,000 donated by stockhold
Pittsburg Smith
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,aid fatally wunded at Jesup'sor Barnett of Coalgato has recolv-an- d

his brother Saborlo was shot in' ed report on government assay
the linnd. of gold bearing rock from point

The chief sorder occurred Mon- -
eight miles west of Coaigate, and

day at Shenandoah. Tho rioting' ,,iiit.,iead Monday night to Mahoney UBBrt ""- -"
norintondent. obstr c,t vorital,lo roign of Professor Gould, state

In tho performance of his du- -

trr... Ri,n..i.i h.w""Tw prevailed. mobs guo.oga,
men, women and boyB charged up proposition ior several momim.

Miio iiuu uiuiiibuiiiiiuuL, uuu imvo ,m down tjie ma1n and
certificate revoked, as feel sure stoned suspected workmen,
that many fire bosses are taking A mob of 401 raided the St. Nich-'oti- g

chances, and endangering tho olaa and Maple Hill collieries and
lives of men and prqperty under the ordered all men found there to

work Thosa who demurredthreat of being discharged jhoald he ceaBe

stand at all times for strict enforce-- i wero ro handled.

Ark.,
expected

ers and directors of Fort
fr railway, ownets of tho

company,

party.
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A. B. ' Dynamite" Ed Perry met
Professor Barnett in Coalgato today
and bought controlling stock in tho
company that is being formed." Mr.
Perry states that tho new company
will begin operations at once and
that conditions are very favorable.


