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The Curse of the M. e-
lands.

BY LEON LEWIS.

CHAPTER VIIL
GNUS HILLINGTON.

REATLY to his

10 and relief,
Radd Movreland,
sn  awakening

aarly the follow-
ing morning,
tound himsolf eit-
tirely emaicipat-
2d from the
“nhantoms”
which had dis-
turbad his latest
waking thoughts,
and this joy took
definite shape
after he had
. made & thorough
e '\ snrvey of  the
o= "’"‘T;ta_;_“-"; premises without
discovering any truces of an intrusion.

Mis first proceeding after hreakfast
was 1o replace the glass he had broken
and pail up the threa signs he had sup-
pressed and then he decided to saunter
to town and boldly ask for his sister-in-
law’s mail.

To his Intense satisfaction, he secured
a letter and a parcel of newspapers, all
bearing the postmark of Caleutta.

“They're from Colonel Ridley, ne
doubt!” was the mental ejaculation with
which he set about retracing his steps to
The Elms. “l wonder what they con-
tain?" -

He found upon closer examination

Yhat the newspapers could be readily
glipped ont of their wrapper, and he was
soon buslly absorbed in their perusal as
be continued his course homeward.
« “From the Colonel, sure enough!" he
ejaculated, after a few rapid glances.
“He's coming back to America immedl-
wtely! Here are marked articles ex
pressing the regret of the press and pub.
lic at his retirement from husiness and
bis departure from the country!”

He “skimmed” the articles in question
with an intense interest, at times paus
Ing in his walk and standing as motion-
less as a statue with andible comments
and efaculations.

“J don’t see just wher he's coming nur
how,” he at length ejaculated, as he re-
turned the newpapers to thelr wrapper
and set out at g high pace for The Elms.
“Evidently that is a matter he has taken
care to keep to himself, or else he has ex-
pressed his intentions only in this letter
to his sister.  What a pity it Is that 1
bhave never met the Colonel. He might
turn up here at any moment, and 1
ehouldn’t know him from Adam.”

By the time he had reached the seclu-
gion of The Elms he had become very
curions conecerning the contents of the
Colonel's letter, and had resolved to open
It and learn its contents.

“Fortunately there is no big seal in the
way,” he muttered, after turning the
epistle over and over a dozen times, and
wrying in vain to pry intoit. “With the
aid of a little steam from the 1 ozzleof a
tea kettle T shall be able to manage it in
such a way as to harm neither the letter
nor the envelope. It will not he the first
one. Later, after I've read it, I'l] seal it
up again, and my sister-ip-law will be
none the wiser for the liberties I've
taken.”

The envelope was soon open and the
letter in his hands. [t was dated as
postmarked and read as follows:

“DEAR BISTER AND NincE: 1 am coming
home immedlately. The grand question
bas been how to bring my money, which
amounts to o trifie over two millons of dol-
lars, exclusive of the valuables contalnoed
in six large chests, many of which are pres-
ents for you. You will vemember that the
one rule and watehword of my 1ife has been
never to exchange a certainty for an un-
certulnty, and this principle commands me
to bring my woney in ready cash Instead of
tuking anybody’s letters of eredit or other
commercial paper. 1 have declded to bring
with me Agnus Hillington, who has been my
confidentinl bookkeeper for slx years past.
¥o 18 such a teustworthy young man, and 1
have become so dependent upon him, that
I seldom take the least step without his
knowledge. By hls theughtful actlon I
bavo converted my fortune Into paper
money, princlpally English, French and
Awerlean, and thls messure has been so
woll munaged by Agnus that no one here
has received n bhint of it. All thils ready
cash has been secured in a neat Hitle solld
gole leather teunk, with which Agnus and 1
gtart for home In the F. & O, steamer of
nox]. Saturdsy. Younr loving brother and
unele. Hanrox RiDLEY.

“P. B.—-We shall not take the . & O.
after all! At the last mloute, after our
passage was engaged, Agnus discovered
that my Intentions had hecome known to-u
score of the worst villains in Caleatta, and
that they had engaged steerage passage
with the evident design of robbing me.
Agnus learned that they were determined
to scuttle the ship or set It afire if neces-
snry to carry their point. At his suggestion
1 have purchased a splendid ocean-going
schooner-yacht. the Albatross, which be-
longed to the late Viceroy, and am coming
home In my own vessel, We shall sall to-
morrow late ntl night, so as to slip off un-
seen, and I will write you next from Cape
Town, Bouth Africa. 1 close by expressine
the hope that Jessie is still heart-free, as 1
am anxions 1o see Agnus make g favorable
frpression upon ber. 1 inclose his photo-
graph.

“P, 8, No. 2—1 may also bring some ot
my fulthful servants."

The reading of thisextraordinary epis-
tle left such a dissgrecable impression
upon the mind of Radd Moreland that he
hastened to read it again, with many an
unfavorable comment and many an un-
easy movement in his chair.

aft's unmistakably the Colonel’s hand-
writing,” he ejaculuted, “although I
have not seen a specimen of 1t before
for many a long year. But 1 don't like
ft! There's too much of that confidential
bookkeeper in it—1too much Agnus Hil-
lington!"

He proceeded toscan critically the
photograph which had dropped out of
the letter.

It was that of a young man of thirty
years. with very regular features and a
business-kike air, but the impression it
lelt upon Radd’s mind was even more

unfavorable than that which had been”

roduced by the letter. While Agnus
illington was ecertainly a handsome
man, his beauty had many & sinister line
and there was such a lack of soul in the
pleture that Radd instantly decided ft
was a mere mask of an essentially deep
and treacherous nature.

“Why, the fellow's as deadly asa
thug!” evclaimed Radd, as he dropped

the phetograph and took up the letter
for o third parusal. *I wonder the Col-
ouel can trust such o countenares as
that fo hoplicltlyl 1'd as s6on brost a
hungry dog With my dinnert®

1L tomments wer lntBrriipted by the
sound of Wheels 61 the drive near the
Louse, uhil he hastened to look cantionsly
trom the nearest window.

“Great Scott! there's the thug now!"
he eried, In irvepressible amazement.
“Alono, toal Here's a state of things!"

He hastened to steady Wiz nBrees With
half & pint of Yyucl, With a lively ap-
prehensio Lhat another touch of the
tronidns was threatened, and then he
took his way to the front door which he
threw wid= open just as a carriage from
the station rolled up to the steps.

“This iz Mre, Moreland’s, &ir,” an-
pounced the driver, as he slippad from
his hox and opened the dedr of the ve-
hicle, “Evidently, sir, yon are ex-
pected!™

There could be no mistake about the
identity of the passenger, After another
glance at hif, &5 he sprang lightly .ont
of the carainge. p——

1Ie was the ariginal of the photograph
inelosed fn the Colonel’s letter from Cal-
cutta.

A single Instant only Radd hesitated,
assuring himself what was his best line
of conduet in this emergency, and then
he advanced rapidly to meet the new.
somer, extending hig band and forcing 4
mmile to his features.

“I am sorry, Mr. Hillington,” he sald,
“that Mrs. Moreland and her Haughter
are not hore at the moment to welcome
you in pérson, but I take great pleasure
in receiving youn in their stead. T am
Radd Moreland, Mrs, Morcland’s brother-
n-law. and Miss Jessie's uncle.”

Mr. Hillington smiled his thanks,
showing a double row of faultless tecth,
4 he shook the hand offered him, but did
aot speak until he had dismissed the
sarringe snd Radd had assisted him in
sarrving lnto the wide hall of The Ehbns
ioveral pieces of baggage, which In-
Juded a conple of handsome tin-covered
trunks.

“You snrprised me. Mr. Moreland, by
salling me by name at sight,” then said
the neweomer, as Radd closed the door;
<ind I am curious to know how yon were
aware of my identity."

“Wary as a thug, too,” thought Radd,
“ind also as suspicions. "

But he hastened to reply:

“Oh, we have the Colonel’s fetiers, Mr.
Hillington, and we also have your photo-
traph, which the Colonel inclosed for
ny niece.”

“Ah. that's it,” returned Hillington,
with a barely perceptible accent of relief,
as he followed Radd to the sitting-room,
“And so the ladies are ahsent?”

“For a few days—yes, sir!”

Hillington looked relieved at the intel-
ligence. He even sighed andibly, as if
lismissing some grave preoccupttion
saused by the thought or expectation of
meeting the mother and daughter.

“«The Colonel’s letter has only Just
reached me,” added Radd, motioning the
neweomer to a chair, “and consequently
my niece and her mother are not yet ad-
visod of his proposed advent: They have
gone to @ summer retréat we lave down
the lake, but T ean readily reach them
by mail or telegraph, or I can take you
to them"

“All in due time, Mr. Moreland,” re-
turned Hillington, with another invelun-
tary sigh of relief. “For the moment 1
am not sorry that the ladies are absent,
now that you are, sir, to receive me in
their stead, as It will be much easier for
me to make known my bad business to
von than it would be to break the samp
to them!"

“All there are bad news, then?” ex-
vlaimed Radd with a sudden flush of in-
terest and expeetancy. *I suspected as
mueh, Mr., Hillington, from the moment
[ et eyes on you, for the simple reason
that vou arrived here alone. The Col-
onel "

“Yos, the Colonel ig in tronble,” de-
slared Hillington, In a barely andible
tone, and with wary glances around.
“By the way, Mr. Moreland, are we
juite alone here?™

“Quite, sir, quite,” replied Radd, al-
though it cpst him something to admit
the fact. so sinistor was the impression
the confidential hookkeeper had already
made upon him. “Even the chamber-
maid and housekeeper are absent, as
they have preceded the ladies to our
island retreat!”

“Then I may come to the facts with-
out the least hesitation or circumioeu-
tion,” declared Hillington, looking re-
lieved at the information imparted te
Lim. “In a word, Mr. Moreland, the
Colonel is dead!™

The announcement not only startled
Radd. hut he could not help showing his
agitation as he thought of the far-reach-
ing consequences such a fact must neces-
sarily have upon even his own fortunes
and relations.

s And not only dead, put wickedly and
barbarously murdered!” added Hilling-
ton, with on alr which might have been
modeled npon that of a parrot repeating
4 losson, and which certainly lacked
ayery element of sympathy and sorrow.
“So suddenly and strangely murdered
that we did not even have the satisfac-
tion of seeuring his body for burial!”

1t is doubtful if Radd Moreland, in all
his strange and varying experiences, had
sver received such o shock as was given
him by these revelations,

He droppéd into a chair with barely
life onongh to motion the visitor anew to
do likewise, and sat staring at his
“thug” as wildly as he had so recently
stared at Tippoo and the Bengaleso wo-
man and their mysterious master.

“[—1 suppose those terrible ontcasts
of Caleutta are the murdergrs of the
Colonel?” le cried, after gasping for
breath.

«What ontcasts?” returned Agnus
Hillington guickly, with a glance as
sharp as his voice,

WI'hose to whom the Colonel referred
in his last letter from Caleuttal!”

«Ah, huve vou that letter handy? And
can I see it?"

“Certainly.”

«] ean tell you whether it is the last
the Colonel wrote or not.”

“Of course, sir.”

Radd produced the letter in guestion
and Agnus Hillington read it rapidly but
parefully, with the air of fixing every
word of it in his memory.

“Yes, that is the last letter the Calonel
ever wrote to his sister,” he declared, as
he folded it and handed it back to Radd.
“Take good care of it, Mr. Moreland!
Your sister-in-law wonld not have it lost
for worlds!™”

“1 can quite understand how she will
prize it, Mr. Hillington,” returned Radd,
as he stowed the letter and photograph
away in an fnner pocket, with a very
thoughtful and speculative air. T will
take good care to hand it to her in per-
son.”

“Phat's right, sir,” assured the visitor,
o] particularly want that letter to reach
your sister-in-law’s hands safely, as it is
the first great link of evidence In the

.

chaln of events which have resulted in
the Colonel’s untimely death!"

He souffed viggrously two of throd
imés it & bottle of salts he had drawn
rom one of his vest pockets, and which
instantly diffuged a pungent and restor-

ative odor throughont the apartment,
and then resumed:

“As you have so readily and intelli-
gently surmised, my dear Mr. Moreland,
thosa outlaws of (‘ult‘nﬁts' are Indeed
the authors 6f the Calonel's murder. e
reached Cape Town in due course, after
a very remarkahle rap, and came to
anchor in Table Bay. The hour of our
arrival wis rather late—almost mid-
night, in fact—and the Colonel accord-
ingly decided not to go ashore or let any
one else do so until the following morn-
Ing."

th\ﬂ findded hieathlessly, td signify
that lie wis not lvsing & worll of thd
narradion.

“How ean 1 adequately describe what
followed,” continued Hillington, with
a sigh, resorting again to hissalts, “Wa
had not been at our anchorage half an
honr when we were suddenly boarded
and assailed by a swarm of assassins,
Warst calamity of all, wediscovered that
geveral of these reprobates had smuggled
themselves Into our erew. Taken by
surprise, betraved, ontmatched and over:
powered, what could we di? We were
stmply #nnjhilated! The Colonel was
aneof Lhe lirst to be murdered. He fell
iist as T was stricken down senseless at

is teet, and we were thrown overboard
together.”

Radd groaned in horror.

«Fortunately the cold water revived
me, and T struck out for the shore, see-
ing that the yacht was already In the
hands of the pirates. I dare say you
have read enough to be aware of the
configuration of Table Bay. We had an-
choredl well oitt toward Robbins' Island,
the wind being northwest and bluster-
Ing, &0 48 to be in a position to pull out
In case it came on to blow. Tt was owing
to our being anchored so far ont that
our battle was not overheard in Cape
Town, and it was owing to the direction
of the wind that T was able. after an
hour's desperate swim, to reach the
shore as the sole survivor of our people.”

“As the sole survivor!” repeated Radd
Moreland. "How very, very singular!”

“Oh, tint at pll! Those cut-throats who
had smuggled themselves aboard the
yacht as seamen instantly turned. you
see, on all who stood by the Colonel, in-
cluding myself. Tt was not a fight, but
A massacre,”

“Hut how ecame the pirates In Cape
Town ahead of you?" pursued Radd.

“How? They had stolen one of the
fastest steamers in Caleutta, and pursued
us, arriving near Cape Town three days
ahead of us, so that they were looking
for us at the moment of our arrival.”

“You say they waited for you near
Cape Town, Mr Hillington. Didn’t they
anchor in Table Bay?

“No, sir!"

“And those ghips which were anchored
In Table Bay at the momentdf the light,
flld they not come td the rescne or hear
ot see anything?”

The East Indian stirred uneasily,
while a strange flash invaded his face.

“Very, very few ships were In port,™
he then said, with barely visible hesi-
tancy, and none of them sent assistance
In time to be of the least use to us, it was
)l so sudden—such a startling surprise!”

“And the Colonel’s yacht, sir?”

“The pirates carrled it off with them,”
narrated Hillington, “and with it went
pvery dollar of the Colonel’s two millions
and also those six valuahle frunks ﬂllr-rl
with costly presents and personal effects
lie was bringing home with him! Could
any disaster be more sweeping, my dear
Mr. Moreland? Tologe life, fortune and
ship at one fell swoop—how dreadful! Of
pourse I raised the town, after reaching
the shore, and a prolonged search was
made for the pirates, as also for the Col-
nnel's body, but in vainl”

Once more the East Indian resorted
epergetically to his bottle of salts, while
Radd shivered in wondering amaze at
these horrifying revelations.

CHAPTER IX.

TWO OF A KIND.

HE brief silence
hat suceeeded, as
the two men strug-
gled with thelr ex-
citement, was brok-
en by one of those
undefined  sounds
which had previouns-
1y attracted Radd’s
flil notice, as also the
"attention of Mrs.
Moreland and
Jessie.

‘“What's that?"
demanded Hilling-
/\ ton, suddenly sus-

o pending the motion
of the hand that held his bottle of salts.

“We're overrun by rats, sir.”

Ryt what I heard sounded ke human
footsteps!” Insisted Hillington nervously,

“That's some sudden scampering of the
rodents. I've heard them repeatedly.
The house is one of the oldest structures
built on these shores, as you may have
noticed—very old and somewhat dilapi-
dated, it having been left uninhabited
many years."” ?

“Are you guite sure therenre no human
sars near us, other than our own?" con-
tinued Hillington, as he fixed his gaze
upon a certain point of one of the walls
of the apartment.

uSyre? Of course Tam. Those sounds
are eaused by rats, and by nothing else!”

Radd spoke very decidedly, and with-
out the least intention of saying anything
about his unfortunate habit of drinking
and its consequent phantoms—incinding
“Mr. Chapman”—for the simple reason
that he had already conceived the proj-
et of making an ally of this young man
from India and was anxious to stand well
with him.

Much to Radd's joy—for he was eager
to hear more of the tragie fate of Colonel
Barton Ridley—the explanation he had
given was instantly accepted, doubtless
beeause the sounds within the wall had
ceased, and Hillington resumed his nar.
rative as follows:

“As was necessary and natural, I re-
mained in Cape Town several days, of-
fering rewards and making every effort
to get track of the outlaws, but they did
not even enter port, and it isonly reason.
able to presume that they salled with
their booty within a few minutes of their
vietory for some distant piratical haunt
in the China Sea or the Indian Ocean.”

#So that not a traca of them reached
yau?"

“Not a trace, sir.”

Radd smiled a little stronger.

“I suppose the authorities at Cape
Town gave you every possible assist-
ance?” he queried, watching Hillington
closely, but without letting him detect
the fact.

“Certainly; every possible nssistance,®

“Was an account of the tragedy tele-
graphed in every dircction??

“Tt was."

“And published all over the world?”

uN'h dgdubt, sit.  The piflice authorities
and regnlar press agents wonld have
taken good care of that point.”

“Strange that no American paper has
mentioned the matter, €0 far as I am
aware.” exclalmed Radd. “Was there a
report in the Cape Town papers?”

“Yes, sir; full dotafls. 1 furnished
them mvself "

Agaln Radd smiled as singularly as
guardedly, while Hillington uitered a
sigh of rellef, vigoronsly wiping a flood
of perspiration from his face and fore-
head, which had become quite finshed
under Radd’s leading questions,

] suppose handbills were printed and
posted, offering a rowanl for the assas-
fine?" was Hadd's next guestion,

Uyes, sir;" replied Eillington. “Wa
pven sent them awaty imitlie mails by the
thousand to all parts offthe world!"

“How large was tha peward. offered?”

“Five thousand ponnds, sir!" 3

“Indeeq'i: Sa much? @ xelaimed Radd,
with nnmistakable nst, - “Was this
your individual offer, or that of the
police authorities of Cape Towsn, or both
combined?"”

“It was my individual offer!” replied
Hillington, lis flush deepening, and a
ghade of anger and annoyince beglnning
to appeat in his bearing.

a1 wonder such an offer did not maka
the efreult 6f the glaba!® declafed Radd,
“Strange we are all still In lgnerance of
it on this side of the ocean! But how
did yon expect fo pay such a large re-
ward In case it should be elaimed?”

“Why, out of the Colonel's millions.
Naturally, the bulk of the reward was
offered for the return of the money!”

#And the balance? How would yon
have paid that—if T am not tiring you
too mueh with all these guestions?”

#0ut of my own money, sir—my say:
tngs for the lask ten years.

“Ah, yon have made yourself com-
fortable, have you, In theservice of the
Colonel?”

“Well, to some extent, Mr. Moreland,”
answered the newcomer.  “The Colonel
has been paying me five hundred ponnds
¢ year. Being a single wman, I have
saved the bulk of my salary, and have
Invested it to excellent advantage. A
small bequest was left me by an uncle,
and 1 took good care of that. 1 have
also bought and sold several pleces of
real estate advantageously. In short, 1
have made my way upwards, and am
worth about £50,000,7

“Quite a handsome sum for a man of
your age. Mr. Hillington,” remarked
Radd, speaking as carelessly as If he
handled the amount named every day.
«None of the rewards offered weore
clalmed, however?"

“No, sir.,"

Radd cleared his throat vigorously at
this point, as if all he had said previously
had been paving the way uss_; more rigid
inyestigation. ‘

UHave you any doeiiments peferring to
this great tragedy, Mr. Hillington?" he
sulldenly asked. “Any handbills, the
Cape Town papers, or what not?"

“Oepans of them, sir—oceans! One of
my trunks is partly filled with them.
But why do you ask, Mr: Moreland?”

“In your interest, simply,” and Ruadd
fixed snch a glance upon the confidential
hookkeeper as a hunter fixes upon-a rep-
tile he is about to destroy. *You have
come here with a very strange story,
which you will soon have occasion to tell
to my slster-in-Jaw and niece—to a
couple of ladies, I warn you, as sharp as
the teeth of one of your East-Indian
tigers! Please bear In mind that you are
not dealing with two foolish old women
who are ready to believe the first lie you
may choose to invent.”

“Lief” interrupted Hillington, tarning
pale with anger, as he sprang to his feet,
“Do you mean to say I am Iying?”

“Cortalnly not,” replicd Radd. 9Sit
down, Mr. Hillington, and don’t be so
ready to take offense whereé none is in-
tended. 1 am merely warning you that
you must gather nup all yoir documents,
proofs, or whatever may bear upon the
fate which has overtaken your late em-

loyer, and be ready to offer due con-
El’lllﬂutlll of all you say. which of course
will cover the whole period subsequent
to your departure from Caleutta!”

“Ah, yes—thank you—I comprehend,”
returned Hillington, who had grown do-
eldedly nervous, as he resumed his seat.
a1 will act upon your siuggestion and be
ready."” .

“Otherwise,” insinuated Radd, with
that confidential alr he knew so well how
t» assume, “the tales ypu tell may fall
ander suspicion. or instance, no one
in Cape Town knows any more about the
sutlaws from Caleutta, I suppose, than if
they had never existed?”

“«Well, I suppose not,” answered Hil-
lington, “sceing that they have not been
captured.”

“In other terms, you are the sole an-
thority for all that relates to the Colonel’s
death, All the Cape Town people know
of the tremendans battle In Table Bay s
what you have told them! How un-
fortunate that you are the sole survivor
of the schooner-yacht in which the
Colonel sailed from Calentta! What a
dreadful misfortune it is that you do not
have & single witness to confirm your
horrible story!"”

Agnus Hillington sat as If paralyzed,
with a glare in his eyes like that of a
hunted beast of prey.

“But you were saying you spent sev-
eral days in Cape Town, Mr. Hillington,”
continued Radd, without seeming to no-
tiee the confusion of the newcomer,
“About how many?"

«] was there five days, or until one of
the steamers of the Union Navigation
Company sailed for Southampton, when
I took passage in her. She proved to be
the Africa, the very slowest ship of the
fleet, and in every way the most uncom-
fortable ship I was ever in. She is so
slow that she s jocularly called the
Skimmer of the Seas.
could never tire of making Jokes about

her speed, and hardly 2. night passed |

that some one did not request the cap-
tain to hangont a lantern astern towarn
off sailing eraft which might otherwise
have the misfortune to run ns down."”
4So that your voyage to England
praved a long one?”

«Such a long one. my dear Mr. More-
land.” returned Hillington, “that 1 ar-
rived in England three days later thau I
wonld have done if T had avolded the
Africa and taken the next P, & 0.
gteamer. Then I lost o day and a hall
in London. Had I avoided both of these
delays, I could have readily been at The
FIms last Monday:”

Rodd started imperceptibly as he re-
called a fact Mrs. Moreland had stated
to Joessie, namely, that the mysierious
noises, footsteps,and movements of which
she had complained had become particu-
larly noticeable on the preceding Mon-

day.
[To BE CONTINUED.|

I is believed that t-]_a'e_!ml'lyhock was
brought to Europe from China as early
s the year 1673,

The passengers

THE NEWS,

Mamio Keating, aged seyenteen years, died
near Allentown, Pu., from blood poisoning,
caused by n rat’s bite.—The First National
B :nk, at Kankakee, I1l., closed jts doors,
Assels 284,000, labiliides $147,000,—The
Pittéburg, Akron and Western Railrond
passed fnlo the bauds of a 1eceiver.—
Thomns and Michael ornelian were killed,
and Wm. Diskin, of Seranton, Pa., was terri-
hly mangled by being struck by an  express
train nenr Pittsburg, Pa.—Town Marsbal
T, J. Blugk aod Edward Grabam, a tough:
shot nod killed each other in Parkland, near
Louisville, Ky,— Three 1obbers ot the points
of pietals, compelled an express messenger
{o hand over £7,500, at  Wichita, Kas,——
The Prosbyteriin Board of Foreign Missions

aent o request Lo Seeretary of State Gresham:

requesting that the govertiment toke action
in refarence to the sssault on Miss Annn Mel.
ton, n missionary in Asintie Turkey. —-
Abram Farlon, paying teller of the First Na-
tional Bank of Putterson, N, J.,was arrested,
charged with the defa’cation of $10,500.—
The Pennsylvanis  Rajlrond Company will
run excur dons to Chlcago for its employes,
——Tha Valley road from Cambridge to
Mar ettn, one hundred miles, has been sold
to the Penngylyania RHallrond Company, —
At Hamilton, 0., the MaeNeale & Urban Safle
and Lock Conpany, ona of the oldest anfe
firms in the country, assigntd to Howard
Donglass, of Cinefnnati,  Assets £160,000;

Linbilities unknown,
The IL. M. Brown Dry Goods Company, of

Cleveland, O,, made an assignment, —The
International Typographical Union hand £30,-
003 in the Indianapolis Nationnl Bank which
failed Tueadny ——Two ehildren of William
Caynory o farmer of Muncie, Ind., foll out of
o hay-mow snd tero instautly killed —1,
8, Lowenthal & Son, and M. L. Levy & Son,
wholesdle whiskey dealers of Nashville,
Tenn,, made nssignments,.— Twenty-seven
people wers made siek Ly milk obtained from
one dai y in Louisvi le, Ky.—During »
windstorm in Chesterfiold county, Va., Jumes
A. Jones was killed, nnd Capias Dillon, sori-
ously injucgd by atree falling upon them,
——Jire ut Ashland, near Richmond, V.,
burned out o oumber of stores,  Total loes
nbout £30,000, ivsurance #12,000.—The
forty-seventh anniversy of Liberla’s Inde-
pendence was colebrated at  the Exposition
by the dedication of that country’s puvilion
{n the Agricu tural building.— The anpual
convention of the North American United
Culedonia Associution was opened in the
First Methodist Episcopal Church, Chieago.
——Jneob Heinze and Henry Kaiser were
convicted in 8t. Louis of the murder of Ed-
win E. Brown, n wealthy citizen, on the
night of March 2 last,—The faflure of H.
1. Nicho'ns & Co,, membere of the New York
Block Exebange, wos announced,  The firm
Is composed of 1L L Nicholas,  John D.
Nicholas, Walter €. Taylor and Morcus
Miyer. The flem  was considered guite 8

prominent one in Stoek Exchunge circles.
Two bollers of the Bellevilia Msiniling

Company explode | ot St. Lou's, tearing the
boilerhouse to fragments, nnd badly wreek
ing part of the main building. A portion oj
ene of the boilers was ldown a distunce of
two hundred and Afiy feet, Noboly wus
lurt ; dumage $20,000,—— Prinee Yorihito of
Japan will shortly visit the United States,
— At Brooklyn, nn engineer on the tug G,
W, Wright was drewned by a vollision with
the tug F. W. Yosburgh.— Arbuckle Bros,’
Ariozt eoff ¢ mill, of Brooklyn, which closed
down a few daye ago, 1esumed cperations on
a limtted scale.—— At Montreal, MeDoungall's
foundry w. s destroyed by fire ; 130 men out
of work.— The eniployes of the Clark 0. N.
T, Thread Compnny, at Newark, N. J., have
peen notified to work on short time.—
Manufacturers of Jewelr, in Plainyille, North
Attleboro, Aftleboro Falls and Attleboro,
Mass,, have ecloged their shops, owiog to
hard Himes.—A reesiver has Leen appoint-
ed for the Wilmington (Del.) Dental Munu-
facturing Company.——Maud MeKibben, a
girl nged seventeen, was charged at Bt
Louis by the coroner with poisoning her
purents,—Thres men were blown all to
pivees by the explosion of o lond of nitro-
glycerine near Pittshurg,

CABLE SPARKS.

Tre Russian logation in Washington will
be raised to an embassy shorily.

T Northumberland and Durham miners
have asked for an incrense of woges.

Dr. Jolin Rae, the artie explorer, died In
London, atter a prolonged illness,

Ty Maharajah of Toitol Braga committed
suleide at Brindisi, Ialy, by taking poison.

Tuxt bark Pinnore won the long-distanes
ocenn race from San Franeisco to Queens-
town,

Tae General Credit Company of London
has suspended. The eapital of the eoncern
is £100,1 00,

Tuw Latin Union bas ngreed that the 214
siiver frang plece shall be exeluded from in-
fernational eireulation,

A committes has been formed (o make pre-
liminary arrangements for nn international
exhibition in Turin, Haly, in 10 6

Tun Achinese passengers on board a Duteh
stoamer In East Indin murderad the captain
nod 22 of the crew and then escaped.

Tue United States steamer Enterprise,
which §s In conmission as the Massachusetts
gehool ship, hag arrived at Southampton,

Tue date of elcetion for members of the
Freneh Chamber of Dep-tics has been fixed
for Angust 200h ; second bullols to be held on
peptember 8.

Tue Iussian  embassy in Poris de-
nivs the report that Hu sis intends to dls-
pateh eruisers to Toulon to take part in the
paval evolutions that will be held there
shortly.

Tae verdlot of the Victoria court-martial
acquitted Captain Bourks and all the sur-
vivors af any responsibility for the disaster,
which was attributed to Viee-Admiral Tryon's
orders.

Tng closing debate over the Home Rule
bill in the House of Commons Committes
wis mirked by a sceae which is siil to hnve
been unprecedented in pariinmentary Tis-
tory. The disorder started whilo Josaph
Chamberlain was speaking and his remoarks
wore so offensive that Mr 0'Connor ealled
him *Judas,” and the epithet was taken up
he Irish members in chorus Hoon o free by
flght was started in front of the chairman’'s
(esk and several inembers were knocked
down. When peace was restored the bill
pussed the committee finally.

THE 0L DONINION

A Daymppenings_es Told
By the Wires,

— e —— —— -

FATAL WORK BY THE WIND.

The Financlal Question-Virginia
Legion of Honor-Blg Blaze at
Blackstone-Cumberland Ad-
Justs Her Debt—-James
Mays Drowned.

L

A wind storm which assumed almost the
proportions of a hurricane passed over Ches-
tarfleld county, Trees wora uprootsd and

barns abd  fenoing- wers.levaled-to the |

ground. While the stori was at its height
James A. Jones, a well-known citizen of
Petersburg, in company with a friend named
Capias Dillon, was driving np the turnpike
in Chesterfleld county, just ouniside the
corporate lmits, when a tree wis blown
down and struck the young men cn the
hend, Jones was killed and Dillon badly fn-
Jured, Their team corsisted of a horse and
muld, The latter woe c:ushed to death by
thetree, rnd the horse was badly injured,
The storm was nlso Yory severs o Peters-
buarg.

CuanvorTesviLLe.—A violent wind, rain
and hail storm visited this vicinity. A bouse
on the farm of J. W. Porter wus moved sey.
eral yards 1y the wind, and a quantity of
fencing was destroyed, Lightning struck
the new Montioello Guard armory, and o
man near-by was chocked. Muany trecs were
Wy rooted,

Cumberland Adjusts Her Debt.

Counsel from New York nd Riehmond
representing all of the bonds issuad by the
county of Comberlind in aid of the Farm-
ville and Powlatan railrond had a conference
with the new Board of SBuporvisors of Cum-
berland county, ond nn greangement was
made extremely satisfuctor; to all parties,

Owing 1o the litigation as to the validity
of the bonds, over #0,000 of past-due cou-
pons and interest thereon woie o be pro-
vided forwhen the Courtof Appeals this
year affiemeid the validity of the bonds,

Cumbetland county, under the arrange-
ment, pays this year, nnd warrants have been
fssund on the Treasurer therefor, some of
which hie has paid, nbout #4000, which f&
some #1,600 more than the snnual interest
on the #49,03) bonds At this rate the
connty will get rid very shortly of all
Arreirages,

The New York counsol expressed gratiflen-
tion at the promptuess of the setilement and
the Lusiness way in which the county is now
meatiug its obligations,

. There ara (ew corporations which euch
times o8 theso pay one year's interest in
full and also munage to reduce arrearnges,

Big Blaze at Blackstone,.

The large and commodious dwelling-house |

on Broad strest, Blaezstons, occupled by
Itey. M. F. Sanford, pastor of the Baptict
ehurch, and owned by Hon. J, W. Overby,
of Luaenburg county, was discovered to ho
on fira ahout 8 o'cloek, and despite tho
efforts of the citizens the Lallding was eo-
tirely consumed. The lossis £2,500, with no
fnsurance, Mr. Sanford wns not at home.
His furniture was saved fna badly damaged
condition. =

The new dwelling of Mr J. 8 Rotertson,
oa the north si e, a'so took fire and was
completely destroyed, M- Robectson sue-
eeeded in moving most of his furnd ure, on
which there wus nn insurance of £300. Iis
houso was Insured for 800 in the Peters-
burg Savings ond Insuranes Company, but
this does not cover tha loss. These bulld-
inze coull have but for the
senrcity of water In that portion of the
town. Mrs, Moone, o sistor of Mis, Robert-
g0, who was slek in bed at the timeof the
fire and’ had to be removel te a place of
sulety, Is now in n very precarious condition,
the excitement havinz prostrated her

been  saved

No Trace of Mrs. Coflin.

The whareahouts of Mra, J. W, Coflin, w' 0
disapp ared irom hor home In Charloties-
ville ars us much of n mystery as on the day
of lior dfappearance. A thorough aeareh
hus been made o the city of Washington,
whero it was thought by some that she hud
gone. The opinlon seem . to ha growing that
her mind was unbainnoed aud that she has
committed suleide. A party of friends nnd
eympath zers mide n thorough search for
the miesing Indy in the wvicinity of the
woolen mills, and a lurge party went to the
Rivanos for the purpose of dragging the
gtream.  Mr. Coflin and his sons are stil in
Washingion, Lut will return pnd continua
the seareh at Charlottesville, Mr. Willlam
Bruin, brother-in-law of Mrs, Collin, was in
Charlottesville but «ould throw no light on
the nnfortunate nffair.  The letter written to
him hy the missing ludy wis about business
and contained no refersnce whatever ns to
her Intentions,

Virginla Court of Appeals.

The Court of Appeals rendered decisions
in the following cuscs: Wohlford v,
Trinkle, from Wythe vounty, decree re-
versed ; opinlon by Judge Lewis, Seott vs,
Norfolk and Western Raflroad, from "Faze-
well vounty, judgement affirmed ; opiliiou by
Judge Luey. Higgenbothum vs. May, from
Tuzewell county, dec ee reversed; opinion
by Judge Hinton., Norfolk and Western
Raitroad Company vs, Draper, Trom Wythe
county, judgment affirmed; opinion by
Judge Fauntleroy. Hehenrings were granted
in the following cuses: Morrison vs, Wil-
kinson, Virginin Development Co, vs, Crozier
Iron Co., Wood vs, Dicky, Robinson vs,
Commereial and Farmoers' Bank, The court
ndjourned after holding the longest session
ever held in Wytheville and ons of the
longest continuous sessions ever held,

The Financial Question.

The members of the State Board of Agri-
culture, which adjourned after electing a
suceesdor of the late President Satherlin, ap-
pear very much increstad in the present
financial problems, The body is composed
of onn member {rom ench of the ten Congres-
elonal d stricts inthe State. The gentlemen
are supposad to be among the most Intell-

gent and representative agriculturists in
Virginia. The views of Mr. 8 Wellford
Corbin, of Prince George, whose nume was
at one time prominently mentioned as a can-
didate for Assistant Secretary of Agriculture,
are well-known, He has long advoeated an
jnoreased volume of currency. These views,
it Is sald, were used against Mr. Corbin fo
prevent him from securing the o ppointment
to which he a-pired,

Virginia Leglon of Honor.

The Grand Couneil, of Honor,
elceed M8 sessfon  at Ovean View, The fol-
lowing ofMeers were elected : post grand
commander, T. . Morton, Staunton ; grand
commander, W. W, Athey, Loosturg : grand
vice-commander, A. W, Now.in, L nchburg g
grand orator, W. J. MeDowall, Richmond ;
grand sccietary L, C Davis, Hichmond 3
grand trensurer, Chas, B Murden, Ports-
mouth ; grond qhnpluin'. B, H. Hanodle, Nor-
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Richmond ; grand warden, G. W. Tyson;
grand sentry, C. 1. Dunt, The grand coun-
eil will meet next year in Stauntom,

Fell Thirty Feet.

Mr. Rudolph Huwkes, an employne of tha
Richmond and Danvitls Rallroad Compnoy,
while uuload’'ng s ear of coal at the «¢huta
near Manchester, fell from the seaffold to the
ground, a distance of whout thiety feet, and
was very painfully and serfously injured. He
was cirriod to his home, at the corner of
Eloventh nnd Raflroad streets, nud  Drs. W,
P. Mutthews and J. M. Whitefleld summoned.
The physicians found the lujured man suflor-
ing with the lower purt of his buck nnd £pins
und temporary paralysis of the lower limbs.

New Lodge of Odd-Fellows.

A new lodge of the Independeut Order ol
0dd-Fellows, known as Columbin Lodge,
No. 44, wis Ipstituted at the Academy of
Musie, Norfolk, with 150 members, Cirand-
Master Thomas N. Kendler, of Richmond,
and Grand-Representtive James B, Blanks
neststed in the work, C. I, Hargrove was
(nstalled as noble grand. A banguet ful-
jowed the work about midnight and o
number of visitors from other clties wera
presont.

Gen. Lee's Boots and Coat.

At the request of Colonel Morton Marye,
Auditor of Virginin, writes the Washington
corrcepondent of the Alexandrin  Guazetts,
Congressman  Moredith  callod upon the
Commissioner of Customs at the Treasury
Dopartment and obtained an order for the
raleasa of n pair of boots and i cont that be-
longed to General R. E. Lee, now held nt the
custom-house in New York, They had been
gt abroad to the seulptor of the General's
monument, who has returned them.

A Probable Fatal Row.

News reached Puluski that a row ocourrad
at Bortha, in Wythe county, on the North
Carolina extension of the Norfolk anid West-
orn railroad ; and s the result of it Jhmes
Cleaves, un employee of the Bertha Zine
Company, is dying from eficets of wonnds
recofved, and J. €. Younes is under orrest,
churged with the erime. The weapon used
as testified to by his brother was Lirnss
knuekles, Other parties engnged have es-
caped to No:th Carolinn, Whiskey was tho
canse of it,

Sport Led to Death.

James Mays was drowned in the North
River below Lexington. He was fishing from
a dam for bass nnd fell off his seat on some
rocks under the dam, He was a good
swimmer but the fall stunned him. Hels
the same young man  who shot himsslf last
wintor while out hunting by attempting to
dislodge a rabbit o o hole with' the utt of
his gun,  He had just recovered from the el-
fects of the wound,

Probably Fatal Shooting Affray.

At the house of Henry Stanley, in the
porthern part of Basle City, while the col-
ored population was enjoving a dance, a
diMeulty ocenrred nhout 10 o'vlovk hetween
Johy Lesley and George Tarey, in which
Lesloy shot Turey twice with a pistol. s,
Austin and Grifith were ealled in and
protied for the bnlls, but up to this time hnve
not besm able to find them,  The wound may
prove fatal, Ho far Lesiey has evaded the
officers,

A Deed of Trust Recorded.

The Hitcheosk Trago Land and number
Company of Emporia, made o deed of trust
a few days sluce, It conveys all the assets
of the company, real and personal, and
franchises, ete., to Charles J. Bobbitt as
trustos, The amount of the labilities 1s not
stated, The deed was preparel by White &
Garuett, attorneys, of Norfolk,

Death 'of Mr. L. Erb.

Mr. L. Erb diod ut the home of Mr. F. H.
Wissler, near Mount Jackson, in shenandoah
connty aged elglity-three,  Mr, Erh hod
made his home with Dr, Ii. W, btone for
severnl yea 8. Two children survive i
Mrs F. H. Wissler and Mrs, 1, W. Sone,
His body was i. terred in the family burying
prounds at Columbin  Fu naee,

No Small-Pox in Lunenburg.
The County Board of Supervisors nasem”
bled at Lunenburg Courthousze and reorgan-
jzod, with Hon, W. €. Winn as chairmun,
Besides-regulur voutine business a roport
was made to the effest that no small-pox
existed in the vicinity of Lunenburg county.

Serious Accident to a Child.
Hurve; Sneliings, the five-yonr-old son of
1. W. Sucllings, of Danville, fell from the,
ohed of o barn on his father's lot to the
gronud, & distence of flfteen feet, broaking
his leg between the thigh and koee, The
injury Is very serious,

A Young Lady Killed by Lightning.

Duriug @ severe storm Miss Rosa Mayw
was struck by lightning at ber father’s home
in Cumberland county, and was instautly
killad, The young lady was o doughter ol

Dr. A, A Muyo
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