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1 WONDER WHY! ]

1 wonder why hearts change go earsleesly,
Forgetful of the fires they have set

Aglow in other hearls,

Forgetful ol the trembling lips once wet
With dews of kisses,

1 wonder why it comes—forget fulness—
To steal away the loyalty and truth
That once wers glorified,

Leaving, nlone, & formless shadow—ruth
For those forgotten.,

1 wonder why we cannof, earnestly,
Command our loves as we command our
lives,
And prove it sweetly true,
That love remains to him who truly strives
To grow in constaney,
1 wonder why we never know ourselves—
Can never look into ourselves and see
The hidden springs that wait
A magie touch to burst forth mightily,
And “whelm our startled souls.
1 wonder why onge sarnest vows enshrinad
Within the innar temples of our love,
Grow faint with Inpsing time,
Like echoes from some whisp'ring volce
nhove
The far off lonting clonds—
I wonder why!
--New Orleans Times-Democrat.

A FATR PRISONER.

BY HELEN FORREST GRAVES,

ND was this where

the old witch
lived ?" said Grace
Olmer, eagerly.

Up on the shelv-
ing sides of Mount
Buckle there was
4 & cleared space
8 among the pines
<Q and maples, where

] a spring bubbled
¥ ont from the rock
and » rninous one-storied cabin stood
perched like the eyrie of an eagle. 1All
xround the grass was purple with wild
violets and the birds were whistlingin
ths woods.

€uddenly Grace drew back and
clntched instinctively at Halcyone
Marden's arm as something lean and
stealthy glided ount from the hall-
closed door and darted into the thick-
ets beyond.

“What was that?" she gasped.
cat?”

““No," Haleyone laughed, with a
scornful shrug of the shoulders. “Any
one conld tell that youn were from the
city, Gracie Olmer. Whoever saw 2
eat of that color—that shape?- It's a
fox. And there are papthers in these
woods, and one winter a bear came out
into the clearing, and Hurst Dockrill
shot him."

vDoes no one live here now?”

Haleyone shook her head.

“I{’s too wild and desolate. Who
wonld live three miles up Buckle
Monntain? Aunt Betsy used to gather
herbs and sell them. She lived on nuts
and berries, and one day they found
her sitting dead by her five. Ob, yes,
I know the place is in good repair—
these old-fashioned log cabins will
last forever if mnobody pulls them
down!”

She pnghed open the door.

“Let’s go inside, " srid she, “andsit
down to rest.”

The floor had rotted awey, and tall
woeds and bushss were rioting in the
fiveplace : an old wooden bench stood
nzainst the crumbling wall.

“Now, Grace,” said Haleyone, giv-
ing her fair hair & little toss as they
seated themselves, ‘“do you know why
1 have brought yon here?”

“To look at the old witeh’s hut, 1
suppose, and to geb some violets. Oh,
it is so beamtiful here—if only the
bear doedn't put in an appearance!”

“The bear was shot long ago. And
we conld have got violets down ia the

"A

men(ow, aimost anywhere. No, Grace, |

1 wanied to ask you if—if youn really

cered for Aleck Dale?”

Grace Olmer's face became soarlet,
her lashes drooped.

“daleyone,” said she, “you have no
right to ask me sucha question as
that!™

faleyone Marden sprang {o her feet
and stood indignantly before her
friend.

“But T have a right!" said she.
*‘I,ook here, Grace! Before you came
to Buekleton, Aleck was my lover. He
went everywhere with me--he was
going to sk me to be hie wife."”

¢ Did he ever sey so in words?”?

“N.po. PBut & man’s heart speaks
ont in other things than words!"™ ex-
citedly nttered Halcyone. ‘T was as
wire of it ac 1 am that the sun is shin-

ing now. And then you came--and
everything is s0 different!”

Grace lifted her blue, dark-fringed
eyes, and even in this moment of fran-
tic jealousy, her zival counld not but
ennifess to herself how besutiful they
weve, nnd looked Haleyone full in the
face.

iy 1 to blame because .things are
difforent ?" caid she.

. Onpitain Dalzell likes yon, Grace,”
consel Haleyone, putung her hand
curessinely on the other girl's shoul-
Cer. g ig vich—he owns the hand-
semest house in Buckleton,¥

np_..shnkir-lg off Mal-

Crace eprang
eyone's tonch.
“And youn wonld hnve me marry &
man whom T could never love, simply
because he is rich ¥ said she.

“Other girls do it. And you are
yery poor--you can hardly support
that old bed-ridden father of yours in
the home in New York. Yom see, 1
know all about your affairs, Grace

| s

Olmer!
“I am not what you are pleased to

call ‘other girls."  As for my father,
there is no disgrace in his being in a
home, as long as I pay his way.”

“Qrace, listen.”  Haleyone's voice
grew flexible and cosxing. ““Yon and
I both had offers to-day fo go to the
new shirt factory in Whitesdown. 1
must remain here, because my father
and mother want me to remain near
them. But—yon will go, won’t you?”

T have no intention of going," said
Grace, calmly.

“But at least promise me, Gracie—
dear Gracie—that yon will not dance
with Aleck Dale at the party to-
ﬁight.!" pleaded Haleyone,

“Haleyone, you &re a very sirange
gir),” said Grace Olmer. *If yon
really care for this man—who has not
as yet expressed a preference of any
kind—the lists are as open to you &s
tome. No, 1 will pledge myself to
nothing?"

Haleyone Marden was a tall girl,

with sn abundance of yellow hair, a
rose-bright complexion, and hazel
eyes, shot through and through by fo-
paz gleams.
Althongh of New England birth, she
possessed many of the characteristics
of a tropical clime. Her grandfathe
had been a Portuguese ship captain,
exiled from his native land through
some politieal disturbance.

She made & quick step forward.

“And youdare take him away from
me!" sghe exclaimed, the topaz eyes
glittering strangely.

sHe must take his own cheics!’

“But, Grace, you are rs calm as
moonlight and as cold as snow. To
you there are plenty of others be-
gides this man, while to me he is all
{he world. Yon will give him up?" -

“Ha must choose for himself,” was
the low reply.

Haleyons flashed one wrathful
glance at her vival, and rushed out of
the cabin, letting the nail-studded
door bang behind her, and the next
moment Grace conld hear her flying
footsteps crash down the tall briers
gnd thick-growing hazle bushes on
the path below. :

She sprang to’her feet.

“Haloyone! Haleyone!” she cried,
waving her handkerchief through the
narrow, slit-like window, which was

“Where are you going? Wait for
me, Haleyone.”
For one second the other girl

paused. She saw that the door had
settled heavily down into the logs of
the threshold. and that Grace Olmer
was & captive in the old witch's cabin.

A sudden exulfation throbbed
throngh her heart—a half-formed
piece of strategy. °

““Why not?’ she asked herself,
1Does it not serve her right, the cold,
passionless, flinty-hearted thing? Let
her stay there until she comes to her
genses! One night on Mount Buckle
won't hurt her, and the coast will be
free for me!"

It was not for some time thst Grace
Olmer realized that she was a prisoner
in this wild spot—that her individual
strength would not suffice to stir the
heavy door that had settled so solidly
down into the mouldering logs of the
threshold, and that the one window
was far too small to afford any egress.

In the weset the sun was setting in a
crimson blaze over Buckle Lake; a
low wind rustled the rose briers out-
gide; and a faint sweefness rose up
from the erushed violets in her lap.

She drewa quick, shuddering
breath; then she tried to laugh.

I must be patient,” she thought.
“Some one will surely come along, if
I only wait long enough. There must
be some woodeutter on the mountain
—or perhaps a boy, digging sassafras
roots!”

But she waited and weited, and the
deep red sunset faded into purple and
then into gray, and still no one came.

She thought of old Betsy Bloom,
“‘the witch,” sitting stark and dead;
ghe remembered the stealthy rnsh of
the red fox; and still she kept assnr-
ing herself that this was only a joke.
Haleyone wonld surely return, or some
one else wonld come to her aid.

And then she remembered the rustic
dance on the sawmill floor that was
planned for that evening, and won-
dered, with a rush of blinding tears to
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L
Haleyone Marden looked nnusually
beautiful that evening, in a white

gown of some soft, crinkly msteris),

nearly on a level with her eyes.

with a bunch of blne irls at her belt
and a carcanet of blue beads sround
her white throat. :

"Phe band--two fiddles and a horn,
played by three energetic colored men
—was wrastling with “Climbing Up
De Golden Stairs,” and abont twenty
couples were romping up and down the
floor in the famous *‘Highland Schot-
tische” when she came in. :

“Where is Miss Olmer?" asked the
master of ceremonies, a stalwart yonng
lumberman.

Haleyone madehim a low conrlesy.

“Am [ Miss Olmer's keeper?" eaid
she, satirically.

“No., Butshe hoards at the same
place, doesn't she?”

“Tor all that, I'm net snswerable
for her movements!" Haleyone re-
torted. B :

“Will yon dance with me, Hal-
cyone?” ealled out Ross Dunean.

And with a quick glance atound the
room to satisfy herself that Mr, Dale
was not there, Halcyone accepted the
challenge,

“I may as well amuse myself until
he comes,” she thought,

Her tawny eyes sparkled, her cheeks
glowed n rich carmine, and her pulses
bounded joyously to the time of the
musie. Opportunity was all that she
had meeded, and surely she shonld
trinmph now!

“And of course,” she added, within
‘herself, “Grace Olmer will know that
it was all & mistake.  How was Ito
know that the door swung shut?”

Slowly the evening passed hy.
Dance after dance succeeded each
other; the music clashed loudly; peo-

le came and went, and Haleyoue
reigned the undonbted queen of the
rustic merry-makers, yeb still the
“man of men" did not dawn upon hex

.| horizon.

And to the nniversal query, ‘“What
has become of Aleck Dale?” nobody
was ready with a rejoinder.

, Out in Buckleton the people did not
keep late hours, and it was not very
mueh paet midnight when Haleyone
Marden's escort left her at the pic-
turesque little garden gnte, aud,
sauniering np the box-hordered path,
ghe saw in the level May moonlight
two figures on the poreh. .

“Who is .that?" ghe ealled oub
“Why, it is never Grace Olmer?"

#Yes, Grace Olmer!" responded a
well-known voice, and Alexander Dale
stepped out into the full pearly light
—“Grace Olmer and vour humble
gervant as well. I happened fto be
coming down Buckle Mountain lale
thie afternoon with some squirrals I
had shot, and to my surprise [ en-
countered n captive princess in an en-
chanted tower—Grace Olmer in the
old witeh’s hut—and I had the happi-
ness of releasing her and being her
escort home.”

“‘Haleyone," said Grace, looking tha
golden-haired girl full in the face,
“did you know that when yon swung
that heavy door shut that it fastened
me in?”

“0h, Gracie!”

The color came and went on Hal-
cyone’s cheek; but the tawny eyes
revesled their secret and (irace knew
all, though her companion spoke no
word.

“But," spoke Dale, joyfully, “how-
ever it may have happened, it gave me
the opportunity for which I had long
hoped. Congratulate me, Haleyone—
Miss Olmer has promised to be my
wife."

Haleyone's smile was eold and mean-
ingless as the moonlight around her,
| and her heart was colder still asshe
held out her hand to her successinl
rival and mechanically uttersd the
words; _ -

“]—congrptulate—you!"

For in all life’s contests, where one
wine another must fail. —Saturday
Night.
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Starting a Pineapple Plantation.

The first operation in starfing = pine-
apple plantation is to eut off the ham-
mock growth and clear the area, thongh
the stumps of the larger trees are left
standing. The “slips," which nre sim-
ply growths from the old plants, ara
nsnally put in with a pointed stick at
the rate of twelve thousand to the
acre. The first eron matures in abont
eighteen months, and when three crops
are secured, in ‘a8 many years, the
fields are abandoned for this culture,
the surface again cleared, anl planted
in tomsatoes. Sweet potatoes also
grow to perfection, and, as T was as-
gured by a gentleman of experience,
are frequently quarried from these
fields of coral rock with a crowbar.

1 was much interested in the pine-
apple industry, as the leaves of the
pineapple contain & beautifal soft
| white fibre, which T have no doubt

her eycs, if Alexander Dale would | might be utilized. —Seribuer's.
miss her.
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A physician of Souih Hayen, Mich.,
will make a voynge aronud the world
{in a schooner 1256 feeb long, with
| beam of aliout twenty-tive ieet,

Carolina agalnst Gov-
s of enforeirg his DIis-

pensary law assumed formidable proportions.

In the fight at Darlington, in which dispen-
sary sples fired upon eitizens, several med
wera kilied and other$ wounded, tho latter

including police. The Governor
declared Durlington ald Fiorence countles in
a state of insurrection; and ordered troops to
be massed in the towns In thosa counties, Ha
alao had a judge of tha state courts jssus an
injunction ngainst the Western Union Tele-
graph Company to restraln its officers from
accepting messages for {ransmittal on the
Darlington trouble unless sont hy state au-
thorities,—The Us Htates Court of Pri-
cson, Arizona, hus
i.in the Honlta Ban
ri and Nogales de
the settlers, Th2
wold,—Colleotor ol
oisco, hus issued a
statement, which sets forth that the certificate
of registration issuad to Chinamen under the
Geary law is slinply evidencs of his right to
romain in this eduntry, snd does not entitls
the possessor to land In case he should leave
the country and retura,

Jaano Pequa has been elected Preaident of
the Central Paciflo Railrond Company,. in
place of €. P. Huntingdon,——Bishop Fow-
ler, of the Methodist Eplsﬂc-pa_l"(!-hurclt, does
nat think women will ever be admittnd to
membership in the.Genaral Conference of the
ohureh,——Park Colliery, No. 2, at Tark
Place, Pa., was burned;: loss, $150.000; par-
tial insuranee. IA the colliery were employed
seyen hundeed bands, ——An unsucces=ful at-
tompt was made at a bridge near Oxford, 0.,
to wreek an express train on the Cineinnaii,
Humilton and Dayton Railrond.——Luppert’s
furniture factory, and some dwellings at
Williamsport, Pa., were burned, loss, §75,000,
partially insured, —Herman  Clark, wanted
in New York on some charge growing oul of
the fatlure of the fltm of Hunter, Clark &
Jucob, of which he was a member, was ar-
raatod in Chicagzo. Fire destroyed over
fifty buildings, embracing the entire portion
of the city of Barry, in Pike county, HL The
logs is estimated ot §200,000,—Trouble Is
exposted to follow the threatened strike of
the coke-workers in the Connellsville region,
——Orders havo been issued for starting up
the Belmont Blast furnace of the Wheeling
Iron and Stecl Company.

The mutilated hody of Chatwy ‘Mifany, o
comparative stranger, waa found about six
miles from Fort Dodge, In., up the riverina
gacluded spot grown over with timber and
brush,——Joseph H. Bourne died in Drovi-
dence, He was sixty-seven years old, and was
one of the hest known  hort/eulturists in New
England, and the founder of the Jthode Islanc
Harticultural Boojety.—Three young women
who repregent the Rhode Taland mills, started
for Washington from Providence to appoar
before the Finance Committee of the Benate
to protest against the passage of the Wilson
bill, They ars the most beautiful girls in the
mills.—The dead body of Robert Beatly,
aged twenty-thres, youngest son of Creneral
John Beatty, of Columbus, 0., was found on
the banks of & creek four miles from Gilles-
pieville, a village in Noss county.——The ad-
nual dog show of the Philadelphia Kennel
Club opensd ot the Philadelphia - Tattersail.
The show promises to be the best ever given
In that city, as the Jist of entries is nnvsually
large, and includes all the leading bresds of
dogs, many of them champions or prize win-
nere in their classes.—Major J.W. Bickham
editor of the Dayton (Ohio) Journal, is dead,

The cotton mills in Augusta, Ga., have or-
ders gufficient to ennble them to run six
inonths, —Major Wm. N. Evans, one of the
hest-known bandmasters in the West, died at
Chieago——C, . Huntington, H. Ii, Hun-
tington and Charles W, Crodlker have resignad
from the directorate of the Central Pacifle
Rallroad Company, their purpose being to
entrench themseives in a strong legal posi-
tion wherehy the SBouthern Pacifle Compnny
may avoid the stipulation of its lease that it
ghall pav.the holders of Central Pacifle securi-
tiesthe annual sum'of §1,300,000 in dividends,
—Tire did £40,000 damage at South Fram-
ington, Mass,——The steamboat Bea Dird,
running between Red Bank, N. J., and New
York, ran ashore near the Atlantic Highlands,
The passengers were taken to Oceanie in
small boats, and from that place walked to
Red Bank,——The Supreme Court of Massa-
chusetts decided that & note given in pay-
ment of u bet on horse racing is illegal,——
The right of way of the South Pennsylvanin
Railroad will be sold as unsettled lands, ——
Guy T. Olmstend shot and killed Letter-car-
rier Clifford on the street, ir. Chiceageo,

—— e

BURIED BY AVALANCHES.

Whole Families Carried Away by Terrific Bnow
Blides in Idaho,

Union Pacific officials have reccived ad-
viees from the Idaho Divislon to the effect
thatd six snow-sides occurred between Burke
and Black Bear, on Canyon Creek, each from
1.000 to 2,000 feet in length and 100 to 200
feet in depth, A number of" lives are sup-
posed to have been loat.

Canyon Cresk is dammed up by snow, and
a flood is imminent, Great damage has al-
ready been done to raflroad property. A
large force of men s at work olearing the
track and searching for bodies supposed to
be buried. The snow nccumulated on the
mountains to a depth of fully 50 feet, and the
late rains cansed the mass to moye at differ-
ent places,

A section of snow 600 feet in length, near
Dlack Bear Mine, first became detached and
started down the steep mountain side. Be-
fors the inhabitants of the cabins in the path
of {he slide could flee, the avalanche was
upon them. Two families together with their
homes, were caught and carried along with
the elide and buried at the bottom of th=

canyon.
Othars unaccounted for are also believed
to have been killed, Boon after the first elide

took place another ocourred farther up the
canyon, near Burke. A family named Chil-
son, consisting of father, mother and three
children, attempted to reach a placo of safe-
ty, but were overtaken by the mass of snow
and crushed to death.

—

Tur remains of Hans von Bulow, the dls.
tinguished pianist, who died recently In
Egypt, were cromated at Hamburg., There
wns an impesing funeral service in the
church, atlended Ly Dumerons deputations
{ om home and foreigh mugical socletles;

PRESIDENTS VETO.
He Witﬂﬁwolds Approval of the
Bland Bill,

LODSELY DRAWN MEASURE.

Then Agaln Mr. Cleveland Belleves
it Would Rob the Treasury of
Gold and Would Retard the Ra-
vival of Business Prosperity
In the Country.

The Presidant sent to the Honse of Repre-
sentatives o message vetoing the Blund silver
seigniorage bill,

The President vetoes the bill on the ground
that it is loosely drawn and would rob usof

onr gold.

The veto mesange was seprt to Congress
within the 10 days given by the constitution.
Sundsys are not Included in this 10 days.
There is no question here as to the lagality
of the veto, The message in full is as fol-
lows:

To the House of R presentatives: 1 return
twithout my approval House Bill No. 4056, en-
titled “An act directing the coinage of the
sllysr bullion held in the Treasury aud for
other purposes,"

My strong desire to avold dissgresment
with those in hoth Houzes In Congress who
have supported thie bill would lead me to ap-
prove it if T conld helieve that the publle good
would not be thereby enﬂnugurecl.- ind that
such action on my part wouwld e s proper
disoharge of offielal duty,  Innsmuch, how-
aver, as I am unable to satisly myselfl that the
Fmpceed Iegislation ds sither wise or oppoer-

une, my conception of the obligations nnd
responatbllities attached to the greaf office 1
hold forbids the Indulgence of my personal
destre, and inexorably confines me to that
eourse which is dictated by my reason nnd
jndgment, and pointed out by 4 sincers  pur-
prge to protect and promote the general Ei-
taresta of our people,

‘Tha financial -jf;ttlrhnnw whish swapt over
tha country during the lnst year was unparall-
elad in its severityand disastrous conssquences,
There scemed to be almost an entire displace-
ment of faith in our financial ability and &
ines of confidence In our flsaal poliey.

Among those who attempted to nssign
cunses for our dlatress it was very generally
sonoeded that the eperation of a provision ot
law then in foree, wlilir'h required the govern-
ment tn purchase monthly a large amount of
sllver bullion and issue its notes In pnyvment
therefor, was either entiroly, or to a lnrgs ex-
tent, responaible for our condition.

REFPEAL OF THE BILVER LAW.

This lad to the repeal, on the st day of
November, 1803, of this statutory provision.
Wa had, however, fallen so low in the depths
of dapression, and timidity and apprehension
had 8o completely gained control in financial
elroles, that our rapld rectuperation could not

be reasonably expected, Our recovery has,
nevertheless, steadily progressed, and though
legs than five months have elapsed sinee the
re of the mischievous silyer-purchase re-

wirement, o wholesome Improvament s un-
mistakably apparent, Confldenes inour ab-
golute solvency i8 to such anextent reinstated
and faith in our disposition to adhere to
sound financial methods §8 so far restorad as
to gr_odurm the most encouraging results both
ot home and abroad, The wheels of domesti
{nfAustry haye been slowly st in metion and
the tids of forslgn iuvestment has again
started in onr direction.

Our recovery being so well under way,
nothing should be done to check our conva-
Ieseenae; nor should we forget that a relapse
at this time would almost surely redues us to
a lower stage of financial distress than that
from which we are just emerging.

I believe that If the billunder consideration
should become a law it would b regarded as
a refrogression from the financial intentions
indicated by our recent repeal of the provis-
fon foreing silver bullion purchases; that it
would weaken, if it did not destroy, returnin
faith and confldence in onr sound financia
tendencies, and that as a consequence our
progress to renswed husiness health would be
unfortunately checked and a return to our
recent distressing plight serionsly thrgatened.

INTRINSIC VALUE OF SILVER,

Considering the prezent intrinzle relation
between gold and silver, the maintenanes of
the parity between the two metals, as men-
tioned in this law, ean mean nothing luss
than the maintenanee of such a parity in the
eatimation and confldence of the peaple who
use our money io their daily transactions,

Manifestly the maintenance of this parlty
can only be aceomplished so far as it is al-
fected hy these Treasnry notes, and in the es-

timation of the holder of the same, by giving
to such holders, on their redemption, the
coin, whether It is gold or sllver, which they
prefer,

Tt follows that whily in termsthe law leaves
the choiee of coin to be paid on sueh redemp-
tion to the discretion of the Beeretary of the
Treasury, the exercise of this discretion, if
opposed to the demands of the hoider, is en-

roly inconsistent with the effective and bene-
flea]l maintenance.of the parity hetween the
two metals. If both gold and silver are to
garve us as money, and if they together ure to
supply our people a safe and stable curreney,
the necessity of preserving this parity is o
vions, Such necessity has been repeatedly
sonceded in the platforms of both political
parties and in our federal statutes, It is no-
where more emphatically recognized than in
the recent Inw which repealed the proyision
under which the bullion now on hand was
purchaged, This law insists upon the “main-
tenance of the parity in value of the coins of
the two metals and the equal power of every
dollar at all times in the markets snd in the
payment of debts,"

» Sooretary of the Treasury has, there-
fore, for the best of reasons, not only
promptly complied with every demand for the
redemption of these Treasury notes in gold,
but the present situation, as well 4s the letter
.and spirit of the lnw, appears plaioly to justi-
fy 11 it does ndt énjoin upon him & continua-
tion of sueh redemption.

* COXDITIONS PRESENTED.

" The eonditions I have endeavored to pre-
sant may be thus summarized:
Tirst—The Government has purchased and

now hae on hand suffieient silver bullion to
permit the coinage of all the silver dollars
necessary to redoem, in guch dollars, the
Treasury notes jssued for the purchase of said
sllver nllion and enough besides to coin, as
gain or seigniorage, 55,156,681 additional
gtandard silver dolinrs,

Hecond —There are outstanding and now in
clreutation Treasury notes issued in payment

of the bullion purchaged amounting (o #152,-
051,280, Thesn notes are legal tender in
payment of all debts, public and private, nx-
eept when otherwise expressly  stipulated
they are receivable for customs, Hxes and all
public dues; when held by hanking nssocia-
tlons they may be counted as part of their
lawiul reserves, and they are redeemed by the
government in gold at the option of the hold-
ars. 'Thesp advantageous attributes weare de-
liberately attached to these notes at the time
of theirissue, They were fully unilerstood
by our people, to whom such notes have been
dlstributed as currency, and have ius ired
aonfidence in their safety and value, and haye
undoubtedly thus induced their continued
and contented use ns money instead of nnxl-
ety for their redemption.

Having referred to some incidents which I

dpem relevant to the sutjoct, it remaing for

me to submit a gpecifie fatement of my ob=

jections to the Bill now undue conshdoration,
HIB ODIECTION TO THE DILL.

“I'his bill eonsists of two sectlons, exeluding
one which merely appropriates a sum sufil-
clent to carry the act into effect, The first
section provides for the immediate colnage of
the silver builion in the Treasury which rep-
resents the so-called gain or. seigniorage or
which would arise from the comnage of all the
tullion on hand, which galn or seigniorage
this section declnres to be £55.156.651.

It directs that the money #o-colned or the
oertifiontes issupd thersen shall be used in
the payment of publie expenditures, and pro-
vides that if the needs of the Trensury de-
mand it, the Seerctary of the Treasary mav,
in his decretion, issus silver certificates In
excess of such coinage, not exceeding the
amount of seigniorage in said section author-
izad to be colned.

The second sectlon directs that assoon as
possible after the colnage of this selgniorage
the remuinder of the bullion held by the gov-
ernment shall be coined into legal-tender
standard silver dollars, and that they shall
be hald in the Treasury for the redomption
of the Treasury notes lssued in the purchass
of said bullion.

The entire bill 8 most unforfunately con-
gtructad, Nearly every sentenoe presents un-
eertainty and invites controversy as to its
menning and intent, The first saction fs es-

ooially fanity in this respeot, nnd 1t i ex-
tremely doubtful whether its language will
permit the consummation of its supposad pur-
poses,

TWO FAULTS,

Iam led to bolieve that the promoters of
the bill intended in this section to provide
for the ¢oinage of the bullion constituting ths

gain, or secigniorage, as it is snlled, fnto
standard eliver dollars, and yct there js posi-
tively nothing in the sectlon to prevent its
coinage into suy deseription of silver olns
now authorized under the existing law,

I supposa this section was also intended, in
cise the neads of the Trensury called for
money faster than the seigniorage hullion
ocould actually be eofned, to permit the izeue
of silver certificates in adyanes of such coin-
age; but fts language would seem to permit
the Issuance of such certificates to double the
amount of seigniorage as stated, one-half of
which would not represent an sunes of silver
in the Treasury.

The debate upon this section in the Con-
groes developad an earnest and positive dif-
forence of opinion as to its object and mean-
ing, Inany event I nm clear that the ﬁra?aﬂut.
perplexities and embarrassments of the See-
retary of the Treasury ought not to I
augmented by deyolving upon him the exac-
tion of & law 30 unsortain and confusad,

I am not willig, howevyer, to rest my ob-
antion to this seation salely on thess grounds;
{n'my Judgment sound flnance does ot com-
mend & further infusion of silver into our
aurrency st this time unaccompamed by fur-
ther adequate provision for the maiotenanoe
in our Treasury of a safe gold reserve.

Doulits also arise g5 to the meaning and
construction of the sacond section of the bill,
If the silver dollars therein directed to be
coined are, as this soetion provides, to be held
in the Treasury for the redemption of Treas-
ury notes, It Is suggested that, strictly speak-
ing, cortifleates cannot be {ssued on such coin
)y the matter now provided by law,” becausa
thesa dollars are money held in the Treasury
for the axpress purpose of redeeming Treas-
uty notea on demand, which would ordinnrily
mean that they wers sat apart for the purpose
of substituting them for thesy Treasury notes,

They are not, therefore, held In such o way
as to furpish u basis for certificates according
to any Fmvisinn of existing law, If, how-
over, silver certifloates can properly be jssued
upon these dollars, there is nothing in the
sootion to indicate the characteristics -and
functions of these certiflcates. If they were
to beof the same charaater as silver certifl-
cates in eiroulation under existing laws, they
wonld at best be receivable only for customs,
tuxes and all public dues, and, under the
language of this sectlon, it is, to say the
least, extrazaoly doubtful whether the certifl-
cates it contemplates would be lawfully re-
eefyed, even for such purposes,

A DRBAIN OX GOLD.

Whatever else may be said of the uncertain-
ties of expression in this biil, they certainly
ought not to be found in legislation affecting
gubjects so important and far-reaching ag our
finances and eurrency. In stating other and
more important reasons for my disapproval
of this section I shall, however, assume that
under its provisions the Treasury notes lssued
in payment for silver buliion will continue to
be redesmed a8 heretofore, in sllver or gold,
at the option of the holders; and that if when
they are presented for redemyption, or reach
the Treasury in any other manner, there are
in the Treasury coined silver dollars equal in
nominal value tosuch Treasury notes, then
and in that case, the notes will be deetrc\ymi
and pilver certifieates to an equel amount
substituted,

1 am eonvinced that this scheme is ill-
adyised and dangerous, As an ultimate re-
gult of its oparation Treasury notes whichare
lagal tender for all debis publie and private,
and which are redesmable in gold and sllver
@t the option of the holder, will be replaced
by silver certificates, which, whatever may be
thelr charncter and deseription, will have
none of these qualities. In anticipation of
this result, and as an immediate effect, the
Treasury notes will naturally appreciute in
vilue and desiraldlity,

The fact that zold can be realized upon

them, and the further fact that their destruc-
tion has been decreed when they reach the
Trepsury, must tend to their withdrawnl
from general circulation, to be fmmediately
Fmsentad for gold redemption or to be
\onrded for presentation at # more conveni-
ent season, The sequel of both operations
will be a large arlll!l;nn to the silver currency
in our clreulation and a corresponding re-
duction of gold in the Treasury.

The argument has been made that these
things not oceur at once bacause a long
time must elapse before the colnage of any-
thing hiut the seignlorage can be entered uf:ou.
If the fhyalca} effacts of the execution of the
gocond sectlon of this bill are not to be real-
ized until far in the future, this may furnish
a strong reason why it should not be passed
so mueh in advance, but the postponsment of
fts notual operation cannot prevent the [ear
ant loss of confldence and nervous precau-
tion which would immediately follow its pas-
gage and bring about its worgt consequences,

I ragard this section of the bill as embody-
ing a plan by which the government will he
obliged to pay out its scanty store of gold for
po other purpose than to force un unnatural
addition of ellver money into the hands of
our people. This is an exnot reversal of the
polley which safe fingnce dictates, it we are

to preserye parity hetween ﬂEId and silver
anrlI maintnin gensible bimetnllism.

We have now outstanding more than $338,-
000,000 in silver certificates issued under cx-
isting laws, They are serving the purpose of
money usefully and without question. Out
gold reserve, amonunting to only a little mora
than £100,000,000, fs direetly charged with
the redemption of 346,000,000 of United
States notes, When it is proposed to inflate
our silver currency it s & time for sirength-
ening our gold reserve instead of depleting it
1 cannot conceive of a longer step toward
gilver monometallism than we take when we
spend our gold to buy sllver certificates for
clreulation, especially in view of the lll;mvili'al
difflenlties surrounding the replenishment of
our goli,

This leads me to earnestly present the de-
glrahility of nting to the Secretary of the
Treasury a better power than now exists to
jssue bonds to protect our gold  reserve when
for any reason it should be necessary.  Our
eurrency is in such o confused conditlon and
our financial affairs are apt to #ssume at any
time 8o oritical a position that it seems to mo
such a course s dictated by ordinary prudence,

I am not insensible to arguments in favor
of coining the bullion seigniorage in the
Treasury, and I belleve it could he done safe-
Iy and with advantage if the Secretary of the
Treasury had the power to fssue bonds at a
low rate of interest under authority in substi-
tution of that now existing and better suited
to the protection of the Treasury. __

i hope a way Wil present iwseit in the near
futdre for the adjustment of our monetary
nffuirs in sueh o comprehensive and conser-
vative manner as will accord to silver iis
proper place in our currency; but in the
meantime [ am extromely solloitious that
whatever action we takn on this subject may
be such as to prevent loss and discourage-
ment to our people at home, and the destrue-
tion of confidence in our financial manage-
ment abroad,
Grover CLEVELAND,

Exporrive Massiox, Maroh 20, 1804,
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BENATE.

Senate transacted no busi-
after the con-

oes over the re-

857t Day, —~The
ness, adjourning immediatel
clusion ‘of thoe funeral serv
muine of Senator Colquitt,

86 Day.—In the Senate a joint resolution
was Introdnead by Mr. Dolph uhro;&ntlns the
Clayton-Bulwar treaty. Mr. Peffer intro-
duond o resojution repealing all laws ting
the Beeretary of the Treasury authority to is-
sue bonds aud other interest-bearing obliga-
tions without spesifle suthority from Con-
gress. The MeGarmhan bill was discussed
by Mr. Morrill In opposition, and by Mr,
Hunton, of Virginia in favor of its passage,

87ri Dav. After many delays ond disa
pointments the celebrated MoGarrahan bill
passed the Senate, The morning hour was
onenpled in the discussion and passage of
severnl bills of purely local interest, and the
MeGureahan lnIl& ocenpied the remainder of
the time, from two o'cloek until the hour of
adjournment.

837y Day.— The United States Senate was
not in session to-lay.,

891w Day. -The United States Benate wWas
not in session to-day,

HOUSE.

airm Day.— Thers was another day without
progress over the Joy-0'Neill contested eleo-
tion ease in the House, owing to the absence
of nquornm of Democeatic members, and at
the ‘-f-'-sn of tha proceedings of the House wns
as far from a conclusion as when the dead-
lock first began, Roll-ealls followed one
another in rapld sueeession, hut while thera
were known 19 he 230 members on the floor,
the nearest the majorily ever came to
quorum wns 173—seven loss than & quorum,

86t Day. - In the House, the Committae
on Rules prepared a rile for the eonsideration
of the Joy-0'Nelll and the Hilhorn-English
contested slestlon cnses, The rule provided
for two hoirs' considerntion to each case,
When 1t was introduced the Democrats mus-
terad n hare quorum to enfors the demand
for the previouaquestion, end, sgain, 1o adopt
the commiitten’s rule; but melted away again
aftor the disenssion of the Joy-0'Nelll case
had heen concluded, before the majority re-
port of the Elsotions Committee, declaring
the contestant, O'Neill, entitled to the seat
could be adopted,

87t Day.—An exciting seens ocourred in
the Houss during the consideration of a con-
tested eleation onse, When it had been dem-
onatrated that the Demoorats had not enough
members present to break the deadlock on the
0' Noill-Joy ease, Mr. Patterson presented a
resolution instructing the sargeant-st-arms to
arrest absentees; A struggle followed, which
was prolonged after the usual hour of ad-
janrnment, und at one time threatened to keep
tha House in session all night.

881H Day. —The flibpstering tactics wers
continued in the House, The proceedings
culminated in a sharp pussuge at srms be-
tween the Speaker and gir. Reed. For four
hours r. Fead filibustered against the ap-
proval of the Journal, During the progress
of the filibuster the Speaker several times de-
clined to entertain motious or appeals from
his decielons, refualng to state the grounds
upon which these decislons were made, He
held that it wus the chale's privilege, as it was
the privilege of a judge, to furnish the reasons
for decisions or not as he saw fit. When the
Presldent’s vets of the Blund bili was read,
Mr, Bland gave notice that on Tuesdoy next
he would move tp passthe bill, the Presi-
dent’s objections notwithstanding.

88rit Day.—No atlempt was wade fn the
House to resume the struggle over the O'Neill-
Joy eontested cloetion ense, ns, hy speeial
order, the duy after 1 o'clock was devoted to
eulngies on the late Representative O'Netll, ot
Pennsylvania, Some routluo business was
disposed of, howeyer, batore the ealogles be-
gan,

NINE BURNED TO DEATH.

Eight Small Children Killed by a Fire Which Der
stroyed Their Home.

News of a terrible disaster at McKindree,
W. Vii.. hias Just been recelved in Wheeling.
The residents of John Witt, at that place,
was burned to the ground and with it wers
cremated eight small ¢hildren and a servant
girl named Mary Hondricks,

The details of the flre are horrible in the
extrome,  Mr. Witt was away from home and
Mrs. Witt, her twin babes and slx other chil-
dren, ranging iu ages from 2 years to 14, wnd

Mary Hendricks, the servant girl, were sleep-
fng alone in the house, At an early hour Mrs.
Witt wis awakened by the smell of burning
wood and discovered that the lower part of
the house was enveloped in flames, The
frightened woman ran from the house but re-
turned immediately nud attempted to save her
children, The fames, which had spread
rapidly, cut off her appreach to their rooms,
however, und she was foresd to give up, and
Larely escaped with her life,

The neighhors were quickly aroused and
made herole efforts to save the nine oceupants
of the huilding, Nothing was seen of the lat-
tor, and it s supposed that all were suffocs-
. &d by the smoke before the flames reachéd
them. The house was completely destroyad
and in the ruins were found only the charred
bones of the eight children and the servant
qivl. which were gathered together and will
all b burled in one grave,

The canse of the fire was o defective flue,
Mr, and Mrs, Wit are prostrated by the ter-
rible calnmity which his befullen them and
i is fepred they will lose thelr minds,

—— e R —

S§MOKED THE SENATORS

A Fire in the Senata end of the Capitel Makes it
Unpleseant for the Members.

The paper In the waste room in the terraco
of the Senate end of the Capitol cought fire
and Mled the ecorriflors and the Senate
Chamber with dense emoke, creating more or
loas excitement until the extent of the fire
was asceriained,

[t was soon extinguished, bnut not befors
the entire Senate end of the bullding had
been filled with smoke s#o dense that for a
few minutes all the corridors were durkened
and it began to look as if the Benate might
be compelled to adjonrn because of the dis-
ecomiort.

The doors of the chamber howover, were
cloged, and much of the smoke excluded,
Enough of it found admission to make it very
di_qp_gnu—'nl-h_l for the Benntors, There was at
no time any danger of the fire spreading, as
the building is entirely fire-proof in all the
floors, walls and ceflings in that part of the
bu'lding heing of stone,

No damage wns done beyond that oceas-
joned byknooking out the lights of a few tightly
¢losed windows on the terrace to let the
| smoke out freely.




