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THE MESSAGE.
Mr, Cleveland's Last Refiew of
the Country's Condition,

GUBA THE CHIEF TOPIC.

Cuban Home Rule Under Our Guar-
antee Suggested to Spain,

(]

i i

When Spain 1s Helpless in the Island Then
BP9 Qlaveland Thinks We Should Intore
fere-="A Limit to Our Waltlng"e—
Turklsh Atr-cities Scored and Venere
unolan Dispute Declared Endode=The
Present Tarlf Law 1s Approved--Curs
rency Reformms Suggested--.Greenbacks
Blhiould Fe Retived by Long-Term
Bonds---The Ileports of Deparimentis.

Wasarxarox, December 8,—In his annun;
message to Cungross Dresident Cleveland
BaYys:

Yo the Congress ol tho United States:

As representa’ivas of tha peaplain the leg-
fslative branch of their Government, you
have nssemblod at a timo when the strength
and excellence of our fras {nstitutions nnd
the fitness of our citizens to enjoy popular
ruls havo been again made mauvifest, A po-
litieal contest involving momentous conse®
quences, fruught with feverish appreh ensfon

and eraating nggressiveness 8o intense as to
approach bitleroess nnd passion, lins been
waged throughout our lund, nod determined
by the decree of fres and indnpendaut muf-

, without disturbanco ofour tranguiiitty
or the least slgn of wealkness in our National
structure.

When we consider these incidents and
econtempiate the pencoful obediencs and
maunly snbmission whieh have suceseded n
heated clash of political opinlons, we lis-
covar abundant evidenes of u determination
on tho jart of our connirymen to abide by
every verdiet of the popular will, and to Le
qontrolled at 11 times by an abidiog faith in
the agencics estabilsheld for the direction of
the affairs of their Government,

In obedience to a consiltutional require=
ment, I herein submit to the Congress cer-
taln information concerning nationnl nffalre,
with the suggestion of such legisiation ns in
my judgment is necessary apd expedient,
To secure brevity and avoid tiresome narm-
tion, I shall omit many detalls concerning
mafters within Federnl control, which,
though by no menns nnimportant, aré mors
proftably discussed in departrental roports,

The Armenian Question.

At the puteet of a reference toths moreim-

rmmt tterenffueting our relatfonswith
oreign powers, it would afford mo satlsfne-
tion If I could assure the Coogreas that the
disturbed eonddition in Asiatie Tarkey had
during tbe past yeur azsumed a less hideous
and bloody uspect, avd that either ns u cons-
sequenee of (le awnkening of the Tuarkish
Government to the d smands of humane elvi-
lzation, or as the result of doeisive action on
the part of tho great nutions having theright
by treaty to interfere for the protection of
those axposed to the rage of mad bigotry and
eruel fanatlolan, the shocking fealures of
the situation had besn mitigated, Iustead,
however, of welcoming n spflened disposi-
tlon or ‘Protwtlra intervention, we have been
affioted Ly continued and not unfrequent
reports of the wanton destruction of homes
nnd the tloody butehery of men, women and
ehildren, made martyrs to their profession
of Christian faith,

While none of onr ciiizens In Turkey have
thua far been killed or woundod, thonzh of-
ten in the midst of dreadful scenes of dsngsr,
their safoly in the future i3 by no menns as-
sured. Our Goverment at home and ouar
Minister at Constanitnople have lelt nothing
undone to protect ounr missionaries 1 Otlo-
man territory, who esnatitute nearly all the
individuals residing thers who have a right
to elaim our proteotion on the seore of Amer-
fean citimonship. Our efforts in this diree-
tiop will not be relaxed; but the deep foeling
and sympathy that bave heen arousad among
our people ought not to so far blind their
reason and judement as to lead them to de-
mand fmpossible (hings, The outbreaks of
blipd fury which leal to murder and pilinge
in Turkey occur suddenly anl without no-
ties, and an aftempt on our part to forea
sush a hostile presenco thers us might be
effective for prevention or protection would
Bot only by resisted by the Ottoman Govern-
ment, but would be regarded as an inter-
ruption of their plans by the great nuliors
who agaert thoir exclusive right to intervena
in thelr own time and method for the secur-
ity of life and property in Turkey.

Carlng for Our Subjects In Tarkey.

Beveral naval vessels are sintioned in the
Meliterranenn as B mensura of caution an |
to furnish all possible relief and refuge in
ease of emergency.

We havo made clnims azainst the Turkish

ernment for the pillage and destrustion
missionary property at Harpoot and Mar-
agh durlog uprisings at thoso places, Thus
far the valldity of these demunds has not
. been admitted, though our Minister, prior
to surh outrages and in anticipation of dan-
gor, demanded protection for the persons
and property ol our missfonary eltizens in
the localities mentioned, and notwithstand-
fog that strong evidence exists of acteal
eompllolly of Turkish soldiers in tho work of
destructlon aund robbery,
The facts as they now appenr do not per-
it us to doubt the justico of these ¢lsims,
d nothing will be omtted to bring &l e t
alr prompt settlement,
vumber of Armenian refugees having
ived at our ports, an order has latuly heen
biained from the Turkish Governmant poer-
tting the wivessnd children of such refn-
to join them here. 1! is hoped tbat
ereaflter no ohs'acle wili bo interposed to
vent the escape of nll thosy who seck to
old the perils which threaton them in
'kish dominions,
ur recently appointed Consul to Erzerum
his post and disehnrging the duties of
floe, though for some unuccountablo
his formal exequatar from the Sultan
been {ssued.
0 not belleve that the present sombra
peet In Turkey will ba long permitte t to
d the sight of Clristendom. [t s0 mars
umane and enlightened eivilization that
&8 to the closa of ths nlaeteanth can-
t it soems lnrdly possible that the
demand of good people throughout
r'sting vorld for its eorrectivo treat-
I remsin npansweral,
The Insurrection In Cuba,
ipewrrection in Quba still continucs

I s perploxities, [t is difienlt to
that any progress has tnus far heen
ward the preifleation of the island
the situation of aililrs ns depieted
Jugt annunl messago bas in the
apovod I Spain still holds Mavana
seaports and all 1he eonsiderable
insurgents still roam at will aver
o-thirds of the fnland eountry. It
fnation of Spaintc put dowa the
n scems but to strenglthen with
f time, and is evineed by her un-
devotion of Inrgely tnereased mil-
val forces to the task, there is
n to belieye that the insirgenta
in point ol numbers and chnrae-
urces, and are nouw the less in-
their resolve not to succumb,

| witbont practieall
y seouring tha At ob-
La.cu for which they took npgnrm". cﬁ Spain

3 not yat re-ostablished her ruthority,
neither bave the {nsurgonts yat mado
good  (heir titls to be regarded as an
independent State. Indeed, ns the confest
has gone on, the grotﬂnco that eivl
government axists on the Island, excapt so
iar as Spain is abla to malatain {t, has been

raotically abandoned. BSpain does kesp on
w00t such a government, more ot less (me
perfectly, inthe largs towna And theie im-
medinte subarbs, Dut, that exception being
mada, the entire country is either given over
to anarchy or is subject to the mlilitary
occupation of one or tha other party. Itis
raported, indeed, on reliable authorlty that,
nt the demand of the Comnmander-ln-Ohief
of the fosurgent army, the putative Gubnn
Government has now gIraa upall attempt to
exarcise Ira functions, leaving that govern-
ment confesaedly (wlmt there i3 the beat
reason for supposing it always to have besn
in faot) a government merely on paper.
Thinks the Cuban War May Be Froe

longed Indeflnitely.

Were (he Spanish grmies able to mast
their antagonists in the open, or in pitohed
battle, prompt and decisive results might ba
lookad for, and the immense superlority of
the Spanish foress in numbears, disciplina
and equipment could hardly fall to tell
greatly to their advnntage. But they ara
oalled upon to face a fos that abuns general
engagements, that can chooso and does
ohooss its own ground, that from tho na-
tura of the eountry is visible or invisible at
pleasure, and that fights only from ambua-
oade and when all theadvantages ol position
and numbers are on its side. In a country
whern all that is indispeasabls to life
in tho way of food, clothlng and shelter ls
80 easily obtainable, especin'ly by thoss
born and bred on ths soll, it is owvious that
thera is hardly a limit to the tima during
which hostilities of this sort may be pro-
longed, Meanwhilo, as in all cases of pro-
tracted civll strife, the passions of Lhe com-
batants grow more and more inflamed and
oxcsgses on both sides become more frequent
ani more deplorable, They arealso partiel
pated in by bands of marauders, who, now
in thaname of ons party and now in the
pame of the other, As may bust suit the oe-
casion, harry the conntry at will and plun-
der its wratehad inhabltunty for their ow)
advantage, Such a conditfon of thiog
would inevitably eatail immense dastructios
of properly, even if it wers the polley o
bo:h partles to prevent it as far as practica.
ble, But while such seamad to ba tha origl-
pal polley of the Spanish Government, it has
now apparently abandoned 1t aund Is acting
upon the same theory as the Inaurgents,
namely, that the exigouecies of the conteat ra-
quire the wholssalo annthilation of proporly,
that It may not prove of use and alvaniago
to the enemy.

It is to the samse end that {n pursuanes of
gonaral orders Spanish garrlsons are now
being withdrawn from plantations and the
rural population required to eoncentrata it-
solt in the towns, The sare resu't would
geem to be that the industrial value of the
{sland Is fast diminishing, and that unless
thera is n spesdy and ra {ieal change in ex-
isting conditions it will soon dlsappear alto-
gether, That value aonilsts very lurgoly,
of course, in {ts ecapaclty to pro-
duce sagar—a capaecity already much
reduesd by the Interraptions to till-
age, which have taken place dariug the
last two years, If is rellably asserted that
should these intorruptions contlnue during
the current year and praotioally extend, na
{7 now threatensd, to the entirssugar-produc-
ing territory of the island, 82 much time and
50 mueh monsy will by raquired to restors
the land to its normal produstiveneas that it

s extramoly doubtfal it eapital cin be in-

duced to sven maks tho attempt.
Our Pecuniary In'erest In Cuba.

The spectacle of the uitor ruin of an ad-
jolning country, by natura one of the most
fertils and oharming on the globe, would en-
gage the serlous attention of the Government
and people of the Unlted Btates in any cir-
cumstanoces, In polni of fact, they havan
coneern with 1t which is by no means of a
wholly sentimental or philanthrople sharae-
ter. 1t lles 5o mear to us as to be handly
separated from our territory. Our aotual
pecuniary intereat init s sacond only to that
of the peoglu and Government of Spain. It
is rensonabiy estimated that at least from

£30,000,000 to $50,000,000 of Amaeriean
capim ure invested {n plamtaticns
and fn  rallrond, mining and other

buainess enterprises on ths island. The vol-
ume of trade balween the United States and
Quba, which in 1880 amounted to abonf
264,000 000, rose in 1893 to about #1083,000,-
000, and in 1894, the year befora the presect
insurrestion broke out, amonntsd to nearly
296,000,000, Des!des t(his Iarge peouniary
staka in the fortunes of Cnba, the United
States fAinds ltsalf {nextrieably invoived In
the present contest in other ways both vexa-
tious and costly.

Many Cabans residein thiscountry andin-
direetly promots the insarrection throagh
tho press, hi publlo meatings, by the pur-
chnse and shipment of affus, by the mising
of funds, and by other means, which thé
£pirit of our fustitutions and the tenor of our
Juws do not parmit to be made the subject of
eriminal proseoutions. Some of them, though
Cubans nt heart and {o all thair feelings and
interests, have 1aken out papersas nataral-
ized eoltizans of ths Unlted Btates, & proosed-
fng resorted to with a vlew to Hm ble pro-
tection by this Government, and not unnat-
urally regarded with much indignation by
the conotiry ofithelr origin. The insurgents
are undouhtediy encournged and sapported
by the widespread sympathy the paopls of
fhis country always and fostinetively feel
for every struggls for better and freer gove
ornmeat, and which, In tbe case of the more
adventurous anl restiess elements of our

gpulation, leads in only too many

nstantes to active and personal participa-
tion in the contest. 'I'he result is that this
Government Is constantly called upon te
}.mmct Amaearionn eitlxens, to olaim damages

or injurles to psrsons and property, now es-
timated at many milllons of doliars, and to
ask explanations and apologies for thn nots
ol Bpanish ofecinis, whose xeal for tae rs-
pression of rebellion sometimes blinds them
tothe immunities balonging to the unoftand-
iug citizens of a frendly power. It follows
from the sume eause that the United States
is compniled to aotively polloe & long line of
seq cost against unlawful expeditions, tho
eseape of which the utmost vigilanoe will
not always suffles to prevant.

The Questlon of Intervontion,

Thesns inevitable enianglemeniz of the
United States with the reballion in Cuba, the
Jarge Ameriean property interests affected,
and consderations of philanthropy and hu-
manity in general, have led to n vehement
demand In various quarters for soms sort of
positive intervention on the part of the
United States. It was at first proposed that
Lelligerent rights should be accorded to the
insurgents—a proposition no longer urged
beeause untirwly and in practieal operation
clearly jerilons and injurious (o our owa
interests, It lins since been and is pow
some!imes conlended that the independence
of the insurgents should borocognized. DBat
imperfect aud resiricted as the Bpanish
government of the izland may be, no othor
oxists thero—unless the will of the military
officer in temporary commnad of & particular
distriet ean be dignifled ns a species of
govornment, It {s now also suggested that
the United States shoula buy the island—
nsuggestion possibly worthy of consideration
if thern were Any evidence of R desire or
willingness ou the part of Bpaln to entertain
sueh n proposal, It is arged, finally, that,
ull other methods failing, the existing inter-
neoins strife In Caba shonld be terminated
Ly oar intarvention, evan at Lthe cost of 3 war
between the Unitad States and Spain—& war
which its advoeates confldantly prophesy
eould be neither largs in its proportions nor
doubtfol in its {ssne.

The eorrectnesa of this foreeaat need s
noither affirmed nor denied. Tho United
Etates has naverilibless a charaeter to main-
tain n3 a nation, which plainly dictates that
right and not might shonld bae tha rule of s
sonduct, Aund yet mnaither the Gevernment
nor the peop’o of the Unilea States ave shut
their eyes to the sowrse of ovents in Onba, or
havo failed ta realivs the extstence of con-
coded grievande, which have lod to the pres-

ent revolt from the anuthority of Spain—
grisvances récbgnizod by the Quebn Degont

and by the Cortes, voiead by the most patri-
etio and enlightensd ef Spanish statesmon
without regard to parly, and Gamnns:ratnd
by reforms proposed by the exesutive and
approved by the legislative branch of the
Spanish troverament. It isin the assumed
temper and disposition »{ the Spanish Gov-
ernment to remedy thess grievances, lorti=
ied by indications of fofluantial publie
opinion in 8paln, that thia Government has
hoped to discover tha most promising and
affectiva means of composing the present
strife, with honor and advantage to Spain
and with the achisvement of nil the reasons
able objects of the insurrection,

Cleveland’s Flan for Ending the War,

It would seem that if Spain shonld offer
to Cuba genuine autonomy—n mensurs of
home rule which, while preserving the sov-
ereignty of 8pain, would satisly all rational
raquirements of her Bpanish subjucts—thors
should be no jost reason why the pacification
of the island might not be effected on that
basis. Buch a result would appear to oa in
il true interest of all conosrned. It would.
at oneo stop the confiiet which is now comne
suming the resources of the island and mak-
ing it worthless for whatever Ptrty may ule
timately prevall, It would keep intaot
tho possessions of SPaln without touching
her honor, which will ba consulted rather
than impugned by the adequate redress of
ldmmedp grievances, It would put the
prosperity of the fsland and the fortunes of
its {nhabitants within their own control,
without savering the matural and ancient
ties which bind them to the mother country,
and would yet enable them to test thelr ca-
pacity for self goyernment under the most
favorablo conditions. 1t has been objected
on the one side that Spain should not proms
fse nutonomy until her insurgent subjects
lay down their arms; on the other stde, that
promised autonomy. howaver liberal, isin-
sufficient, because without assuramce of the
promise being fulfilled.

But the repsonabloness of a uiremest
by Spain, of unconditional surrender on the
part of the insurgent Cubans befors their
autonomy is coneeded, is not altogether ap-
parent. It ignores important features of the
situation—the stabllity two years' duration
haa given to the insurrection; the feasibility
of its indsflnite prolongation in the natura
of things, and na shown by past experlsnce;
tha ufter and imminent ruin of the island,
unlege the present strife is speedily composed;
abova all, the rank abuses which all parties in
Bpain, all branshes of her Government and
allherleading pub!io men conceda to exist und
profess a desireto remove;facingsuch cirenm4
stanees, to withhoid the proffer of needed
refor:ns until the parties demanding them
put themselves at mercy by throwing down
their arms, has the appearance of negleeting
the gravest of perlls and inviting suspieion
as to the sineerity of any professed willing=-
neas 15 g ant reforms. The objection onbe-
hnlf of 1ha insurgents—that promised re-
forms eannot bo relied upon—must of coursa
bs considered, thongh we have no right to
assune, and no reason for assuming, that
anything Spaln undurtakes to do for the re-
lief of Cuba will not be done according to
both the splirit and the letter of the undes-
taking.

United States' Offered Guarantes.

Neavertheless, renlising that suspleions and
precautions on the part of the weaker of two
somba‘ants are always natural and not
always unjustifiable - being sincerely desir-
ons in tho interest of both, as well as on its
owu acoount, thatthe Oaban problem ghould
ba solved with the least possible delwy—it
was lotimated by this Government to the
Governmeut of Spain some monihs ago that,
it a satlsfactory measure of home rule wera
tendered the Cuban insurgents, and wonld
be aceepted by them upon a guarunty of its
exointion, the United States would endenvor
to find a way not objectlonable to Epain of
furn’shing snch guaranty., While no defl-
nita rasponse to this intimation has yet bean
recaiv from the B8panish Govern-
meat, It i3 believel to be not alto-
ltogather unweleoms, while, as already
suggested, no reason is perceived why it
should not be approved by the insurgents,
Nelther party can fall to see the importance
of early action, and both must realize that to
prolong the present state of things for even
& short gerimi will add enormously to tha
time and labor azd expenditurs necessary to
bring about ths industrial recupsration of
the lsland, It is therefore fervently hoped
on all grounds that sarnest efforts for healing
the braneh between Spain and the insurgent
Cubans, npon the lines above Indicated, may
be ones Innugurated and pushed to an im-
mediate nnd snccesaful issue, The friendly
oftoes of the Unlted States, either in the
manner above outlined or In any other way
consistent with our Constitution and laws,
will always be at the dispesal of sither party,

Whatever elrcumstances may arise, our
polloy and our interests would constrain us
to objact to the acquisition of the island or
an Interference with its eontrol by any other
powar.

A Limitto Oar Patlience In Reyard to Spain,
It shonl | ba added that it eannot be rer-
sonnbly assumed that the hitherto expectant

attitudeof the Manitad States will be indsfle
{italy maintainad., While we ara anxious to
aeeor] all due respsat te the sovarelgnty ol
Spain, we sannot view the pending sonfliet
in all its fastures, and properly apprenend
our inovitably aloas relatione to it, and its
Ensllblu results, without econsidering that

y the eourse of evenia wa may be drawan
fnto sush an unusual amd unprecedent
econlition as will fix a limit to our patien
waiting for Spala to ena the eontest, either
alons and in her own way, or with our
friendly eo-operation.

When the fnahility of Spain to deal sue-
eaasfully with the insurrsctioa has besome
manifest, und it Is demonsirated that he
govarsiguly 15 extinet In Cuba for gll pur
Eom of its rightfal existense, and when

opeless strugelo for {tere-establishment h
degenerated into a strite which means noth
ing more than the useless sacrifice of huma
1ifa and the utter destruotion of the very
subject-matter of the eonfilet, a D‘lﬂllﬁﬂ:
will' bs pressnted in whish onr abligation
to tha sovarelignty of Bpain wlll be su parsed-
@il by higher obligations, which we ean hard-
ly hesitate to recognise and discharga. Das
terzing the choiee of ways and methods
until the time for action arrives, we shoula'
maka them depend upon the precise eondi-
tlons then existing; and they should nat be
derermined upon without glrlnr saroful
heed to avery considaration involving our
honor and Interest, or the international daty
we owo to Spalo. Until ws faoe the contin-
gencies suggested, or the situation is by
other inocidents imperatively echanged, we
should continue in the line of conduet here-
tofare purzued, thus in all elrcumstances
exhibiting our obedienee to the require-
menty of publie law and ouar regard for the
duty onjoined upon us by the position we
oscupy in the family ol natlons.

A contemplation ol emergensias that may
arise shoult plainly lead usto avoid their
ereation, either through o earvless disregard
of present duty or even an undue stimila-
tion nod ill-timed expression af feeling, Dut
I have deemed it not nmiss toremind the
Congress that a time may arrive when &
eorrect poliey andenars for our Interssts, as
well as a regard for the interests of other na=
finns nnd their eitizens, jolned by eonsidera-
tlons of humanity and o desire to seea rich
and fertilo country, intimately rolatod to us,
savod from completo devastation, will con-
strain our Government to such action as will
subserve the interests thus involved and at
the same timu promise to Cubn and i&3in-
habitants an opportunity to enjoy the
ings of peace,

The Veneznelan Bonndary,

The Venezuelan boundary question hes
seased 10 be u matter of difference Letween
Great Britain and tha United Biates, their
rospective Goveraments having agreed upon
the substantinl provisions of a treaty be-
tween Great Britnin and Venszueln submit-
ting tho whola contreversy to arbiteation,
The provisions of the tréaty are so eminent-
Iy just and fair, that the assent of Yenezusin
thereto may confldently be anticipated,

Arbitration Treaty With Eaogland,

Negotiations for a treaty of goneral arbi-
tration. for all differences betwsen. Great
Dritain and the Unitel Statéd aré fur af-

vancel anl promiss to reach a sudocesafol

consummation at na eatly datoe, ., _
-

Facts From B
Having disoussed the Cuban. quesition at
Isngth, the int turns to other matters,
Ha repeats his mmendation *'ia favor of

illc expenss officinl rasi-
ssadors and mimisters at

it showing that tna (ovs
nth last year were $400,475,-
guditices fn the same time
8, the expenditures ovet

243,267, n $40
land, and 2799 Yiere

jeo they came, at tho ex-
hip eompanies by which
in, The increase in im-

migration over (@ preseding year amountel

to 84,731, |
The regort of the Beerotary of War exhib-
fts satisfactory edpditions in the soveral
g:anehu of the publio serviea intrusted to
L] ch‘ . S

AT I S
" The Post OfMee riniant {3 in good
eondition, nnd the exhibit made of its opar.
atlon during the fiscal year ended Juns 80,
1898, 1t silowanee is mads for imperfections
{n the laws applleable to it, is very satisfuo-
tory. '

}?&'bo construotion of vessels for our new
navy has boen epergetically prosecated by
the present Administration upon the general
line praviously adopted, the Department
having seen no necessity for radical changes
in prlor methods under which the work was
found to be ?rogmsing {n a munner highly
satisiaatory.”

There have been authorized by Congress
since March, 1808, five battleships, six light-
draft gunboats, sixteen torpeeo boats and
one sahmarine torpedo boat. Contracts for
the building of all of them have been let,
The Seeretary exprosses the opinion that we
have for the present a sufficient supply of
cruisers and boats, and that hereafter
the constrnotion of battleships and torpedo
boats will supply our needs.

The President endorses "'the recommenda-
tion made by the present Heoretary of ths
Interior, a8 well as Lis predecessor, that a
permanent commission, consisting of three
members, one of whom shall be an army of-
figer, be croated to perform the duties now
devolving upon the Commissioner and As-
gistant Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
The managument ol the Bureau involyes
such numerous and diverse detalis, and tha
advantages of an un!nterruglad poliay ars 0
apparent that I hope the change suggested
will mnet the approval of the Congress.”

FPensions.

The diminution of our enormous pansion
roll and the decrease of pension expendl
ture, which bave heen so often confidentl
foretold, atill fuil in material realization,
The number of pensioners on the rolls atthe
closo of the fiscal year ended June 87, 1898,
was 070,678, This Is tho largest ever report-
el. The amount paid exclusively for &un—
sions during the year was #138,214,761.94, a
plight decrense from that of the preceding
year, while the total expenditures on
avcount of pensions, lncluding the
cost of maintaining the  Depurt-
ment and expenses attending g&n-
sion distribution, amounted to $142,206,-
550.59, or within a very small frastion of
one-third of the entire expense of support-
ing the Government during tho same year.
The number of pew pension certificates
issued was 97,640, O thoese 40,874 reprasent
original allowanees of eleims and 15,678 in-
crrases of existing pensions,

The number of persons recelving pensions
from the United States but resldiug in for-
elgncountrles at thevlosa of thi Iast ksl
year was 8781, and the amount pald to them
during the ysar was ©582,735,58.

The sum appropriated for the payment of

nslons for the carrent flseal year ending

une 80, 1807, is 140,000,000, and for the
suoceeding yeur it Is pstimated that tho same
amount will ba necessary.

The Commissioner of Panslons reports
{hat during the last flseal year 330 Indiet-
ments wers found against violators of the
pension laws, Upon these indiotments 167
annvintiana = tad

In my opinion, pased upon such state-
ments as these and much other information
and observation, the abuses which have besn
nllowed to ereep into onr pension system
have dooe inealeulable harm fn demoralie-
fng our people and uadermining good eitl-
zanship. I have endeavored wrthin my
sphere of official duty to protect our pension
roll and mage it what It should be, a roll of
honor, containing the pames of those
disabled in  thelr country’'s  sei-
viee and worthy of their eoun-
trv's affectlonate remembranes, Whez I
have suen those who pose as tho soldiers'
friends, active and alert in urging grestor
laxity and mors recklesa pension expendi-
ture, while nursing selfish schemes, 1 have
depraeated the approach of a sitnation when
necessary retrenchment and enforoed econ-
omy may lead to an attack upon pension
nbuses, so determined as te overlook the
diserimination due to those who, worthy ot
‘a natlon's care, oughl to live and die under
the protestion of a natlon's gratitude,

Agriculture,

Under the present managsment of the De.
partment of Agrioulture its uwsafuloess has
besn enhaneed in every direction, and at tha
samo time striet economy has bsen enforced
to the utmost extent purmittel by Congres.
sional action. From the report of the Seore-
tary it appears thar through careful and
prudent flnancial managemont he has an.
nually saved alarge sum from hisappropria-
tions, aggragating during his incumbsncy
and up to the close of the present fiseal year
nearly one-fifth of the entirs amonnt ap-
propriated, These results have been neeom-
plished by a conscientious study of the real
needs of the farmer and such a regard for
economy as the genuine farmer ought 1o ap-
preaiats, supplemented by a rigid adheranca
to olvil service methods in a Department
which should be conduoted {n the intersst of
agricuiture instead of partisan polities,

The Bearetary roports that the valus of our
exports of farm products during the last fls-

year amounted to #570,000,000, an inarease
of $17,000,000 over those of ths year Immedis
ately preceding. This statement is not the
loss welcome becauss of tho fact that, not-
withatauding such inerease, the proportion
of exported agrioultural frnduutl to our
total exports of all deseriptions fell off cur-
ing the yoar, The beneflts of an increase (n
ngricultural exports being assured, the de-
oreass in its proportion to our total exports
is the more gratifylng when we consider that
it is owing to the Inet thatsuch tolal exports
for the year inoreased moro than $75,000,000,

Tho large and {ocreasing exportation ot
our agricultural produofs suggests the great
usefulness of the organization lately estab-
lished in the Department for the purpose of
giving to those engaged in farming pursnits
reliable informatlon coneerning the condi-
tion, needs and advaniages of differont
forsign markets, Inasmnech as the success
of the farmer depends upon the advantageous
stle of his produets, and inasmuch as foreign
markets must largely be the destination
of sueh produonts, it quite apparent that
n knowledge of the sonditions and; wants that
nffoct thoss markets ought to result in sow-
ing more intelligently and reaplug witha
bettar promise of profit. Buch information
points out the way to a prudent foresight in
the gelection and oullivation of erops and ta
n rolenss from the bondage of unreasoning
monotony of productivn, a glutted and de-
pressed market and eonstantly reeurring
unprofitable toil.

Opposed to Free Seeds.
In my opinion the gratultious distribution

of seeds by the Agrienitural Dopartment
ns at J:vrasant condueted aught to be disoon-
tinued, No onoean read the statement of
the Sscretary on this sabjest and doubt the
ox travagance of questionable results of this
ractieo, Tho professed friends of the
armer, and certainly the farmers them-
g!vu, are naturaily expeoted to be wiliing
rid a Department devoted to the promo-
tlon of farming interests of a featurs whish
tends so muoh to its disoredit, :
Tho Weather Burean, now attnohed to the
Department of Agrioulture, ias eontinned te
extand Its sphere of usolulness, nud by an
uninterrapted improvemsnt in th§ ncetrasy
of its foreonsts has tly inoruaked jts oM~
ciency as an ald aud protestion to all whose

1 \

ocaupatiens ara ralated ta weathor egndl-
tiens.
Civil Service,

The progress mada In Civil Sarvice Ralorm
fuynishes a ennse for the utmest eangraful -
tlon. It has sarvived the doubis ol ita
friends as well as the rancor of 15 onomies,
and has gainad u permanent pinco among
the agenciss dustined ta elasnse onr politlss
and te improve, soocomize and elavato the
publio service. : .

The Clvil Service rulas as amendad during
tho last vear provida for & seusible and wui-
TOTIT 10 ¥R of promotion, basing eligiviiity
te batter positions upon damonstrated effisis
enay and fuithiulness, The abssnce of fixad
rules on this snbject bas been an infirmity
in the system more and mors apparéent ns Its
other bensfits have been better appreclated.

The Matter of Tarlf,

Comnerning the tariff the Preaident says
that “our tarlff lawas are only primarily jus-
tifledl ns sourass of revenua to enablains
Government to mest the neceasary 8xpensds
of its maintenance,” and adds: ‘I beliove
onr presant taciff law, 1f allowed a far op-
portunity, willin the near future yield n
ravenuo which, with reasonsbly eeconomleal
expenditures, willovercome all deflaicnejes,
in the meantime no defloit that has ocourral
or may oceur need exaite or disturb us, To
meet any suoh dafleit wa have in the Treasury
in addition to n gold reserva of £100,000,000,
a surplus of more than $128,000,000 applies-
ble to the payment of the expenses of tha
Govarnment, nud which must, unless ex-

ended for that purpose, remain a useless
EOltd, or, il not axfravagantly wasted, must
in any event be perverted from the purpnse
of its sxaction from our people. The pry-
ment, therefors, of any deflsiency in the
revenua from this fund is nothine more than
its proper and legitimate use. The Govern-
ment tEua applying a surplus fortunately in
its Treasury to the payment of expenses not
met by its current revonass, is not at all te
bo likened to a man living bayoad his io-
soms and ths incurring debt ¢r enoroaching
on his prinoipal.

“It is not one of the funetions of our Gov-
srnment to accumulare and make additions
to n fund not neaded for immediate expendi-
ture. With individualait s the chisl object
of struggle and effort, The application of
an accumnulated fund by the Government fe
:ha payment of its running expenses is a

uty. Anindividual living beyond his in-
pome and embarrassing himself with debt,
or drawing upon his pecumulated fund of
principal, is elther unfortunate or Improvl-
dent. The distinetion is between n govern-
mont charged with the daty of expending
for the beneflt of the people and for

roper purposes all tha money it recelvas
rom any source, and the lundividual who
{8 expected to manilest n natural desire to
pyold debt or to accumulate as mueh as pos-
ible and to live within the income decived
rom such aceumnlations, to the end that
they may be inereased or nt least remain nn-
fmpnired for the future usa and enjoyment
of himself or the objectsol hislove and aflec-
tion who may survive him.

“[t {s immoasnrably better to appropriate
our suuplus to the payment of justifiable sx-

na*s than to allow it to become an invita-

on to reokless appropriations and extrava-
gnat oxpenditutes,

“T suppose It will not ba denfed that undar
the pressnt Jnw our peoplo obtnin the peces-
saries of & comfortable existence at a cheap-
er rate than formerly. Thisls a matter of
gnpreme importanes, since It is tha palpable
duty of avery just Government to make the
burdens of taxation as light ns possible, The
prln should not be required to relinguish

his privilege of cheaper living except under
the stress of thelr Governmenat’s nesessitr
made plainly manifest,”
Reform In Finance,

Upon the question of reforming the finanes
gystem of tha conntry the President says:

I am more convinced than ever that we
ean bave no assured fnanclal peace and
safety until the Government ourraney ohll-
gations upon which gold may be demanded
from the Treasury are withdrawn from
eirculation and cancelled, This might be
done, as has been heretofors recommended,

by their axehangs for long-term bonds beas-
Ing a low rate of interéat or by their re-
demption with the proceeds of such bonda,
Even if only the United States notes known as

reenbacks were thus retired, it is probable
hat the Treasury notes issuel in payment
of silver purchases und r the wot of July
14, 1800, now paid in gold whan demanded,
would not ereate muah disturbanee, as they
might, from time to time, when recsivad in
the Treasury by redemption lo gold or other-
wiss, ba gradually and prodently replaced
by sllver coin

This plan of issuing bonds for the parposs
of rademption certalnly aopears to be the
most effective aod d rect path to the neslad
reform, In default of this, however, it
would be a atep in the right direction {f cur-
renoy obligations redeemable in gold, when-
ever 80 redvemed, should be canesied in-
stead of being refssued. This operatiom
would be a slow remedy, but it would im-
prove present oonditions,

National banks should redesm thelrown
notes. They should bas allowed to {ssus eir-
culation to the par value of bonds deposited
as socurity for its redemption, and the tax
on thelr ciraulation should he reduced to
one-fourth of 1 par cent.

In eonslderiag projects for the retirament
of United Btates notes and ‘L'reasury notes
issned underthe law of 1830, I am of the
opinion that wa have placed too muuh strass
upon the danger of eontracting the cur-
rancy, and have ecaloulatsd too littlo upon
the gold that would be ndded to our eircala-
tion if invited to us by better an | safer flnan-
clal methods. It i3 not so much a contras-
tion of eur curreney that should ba avolded
as {ts unequal distribution,

This might bo obyiated, and any fear of
harmfal feletion at the same time removed,
by allowing the organization ol smalier
banks and in less populous commualitiss than
are now permitted, wnil also aothorising
existing banks to establish branches in smell
communities under proper restrictions.

Tho entirs cuss may bs pressnted by the
statement that the day of sensaible and sonnl
flnancial methols will not dawn upon us
uniil our Government sbandons the bank-
lnibwnen and the aceumulation of fun ls,
and conflnes it monatary operation to the
receipt of the money contributed by the
people for its support, and to the exp-nd-
fture of such money for the people’s bansit,

Our business interests and all good eitis
zons long for rest from feverlsh agitation
andthe inauguration by the Government o
a raformed flnaucial polley which will en-
courage enterprize and make oertaln the re-
wards of labor and industry.

“Trasts and Monopo’les."

Another tople in which our people right-
fully take a deep interest may be here briefly
contldered. Irefer to the existence of truits
and other hugo agegregations of capita!, the
ohjeot of which ls to secure the mnnumiy of
some particular branch of trade, industry, or
commerce and to stitle wholesome competi-
tion. Whan theso are defende (| it I8 usually
on the ground that though thoy increase pro-
fits they niso reduce prices and thus may ben-
efit the public. 1t must be remembered, how-
ever, that a reduction of prices to the people
is not one of the real objects of these organiz-
ations, nor is thelr tendency necessarily in
that direetion, If it occura In a particular
case, it is only because it accords with the
purposes or interests of those managing tho
scheme.

Such occasional results fall far short of
compensating the palpablo evils charged to
the seeount of trusts and monopolies. Thelr
tendency is to crvsh out ndividual indepen-
dence and ta hinder or prevent the free use of
human faculties and the full devolopment of
human character. Through them the farmer,
the artisan and the sma!l trader |8 in danger
of dislodgment from the proud position of
beiuﬁ his own master, watehfui of all that
touches his country’s prospecity, in which ho
has an individusl lot, and interested in all that
affects the advantages of business of which
hn is a fmector, to be relegnted to the level of a
mere appurtensnce to a groal machine, with
little free will, with no diuty but that of n pas-
sive obedience, and with littlo hove or oppor-
vunity of rislng In the scale of regponsible and
helpful eitizenship.

the lustinctive bol.af that auch 15 the in-
evitable trend of trusts and monopolies is due
the widespread and deep.seated popualar aver.
ston fn whioh thoy are held and the not un-
reasonshle inslstonca that, whatever may bo
their incidental ecomomic ndvantages, their
1 effact u personal character, proy-

s Inartllgh:” ulness capnot bo oferwiso
. Though Cougress st attampted to dga) with
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fufs magter by 'eﬂ““:.m:rhm:o?:;. !ggﬁectl‘x‘.
that purpose thua far ba jsposition, or at-

not beeause of any lack oF CISEEC L because

vourts do not reac
auinr:leucle? cii’ ?xtlls;Tl!n! e o The
i L
}‘-{crl:“:xt:ld?i: le:g recognized, however, ﬂ:nt.r;ﬂ
Faderal legisiation on this sumw; n; n:: phos
short of its purpose becauze of in eIr sy
staoles, and &lso becanse of the comp ﬂwnluh
scter of our overnmental nystcm.u e
while making the Faderal nuthnriity l:e
within its ephere, has caref 1l m 5
i n:‘e w’i‘:nddhecgilﬁg; wof'cguo: nl?l(l:eu
‘ 8 ]
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doubtful whethor the ¢ ) S i heosn
can be adequately treate
]}Zﬁgi'l:l’uctloﬂ. unless they seek directly u;r.':
purposely to includs in their objects trnmpl >
ration or intercourse between States or 16~
tween the United States and foreign eoun

triee, ‘he

It aoes not follow, however, that this i
‘l‘imttn of the remedy that may be B"".“Edi
Even though it way be found that Te n"‘h
authority is not broad enjugh to fully r=a
the cade, there can be no doubt of the power
of the several Statei to act effectively in the

remigas, and there should be no reason to
Soubt their willingness to judiciously exercise
such power.

An Appeal for Economys

In eoncluding this eommunication, its last
words shall be an aopeal to the Congress for
the most rigld gconomy In thaexnen
{he money it holds In frust for ths peaple,

Thé way to perplexing oxtravagance i3 &asy, |

but a return to frugality 1s difficult, When,
however, it 18 consl-ﬁ‘rurf that those who bear
the burdens of taxation have no guaranty of
honest care eave in the fidelity of their publie
servants, the duty of all possible retreneh-
ment is plnlni}y manifest,

When our differences are forgotten, and our
gontests of political opinion are no longer re-
membered, nuthing in the retrospeot of our
publlc servics wiil be as fortunate and som-
forting as the recolleetion of joffeial duly
well ger!nrmed and the memory of a eonstant
devotion to the fnterests of our conflding fels

low oountrymen.
Grover CLEVBLAND:

Bxseutive Manision, Deo. 7, 190,

FIFTY-FOURTH OONGRESS,

Senate.,

2p Dar,— The notlee of the opening of e
Cubanp Jdiscussion was nbout the only feature
of foterest developed at the brief session ol
the Senate, which lasted only 25 mivutes
Senator Cullom gave notlea of n speech on
Cuba next Thursday. The Benators had ex-
Eacted to start the wheels of actual business,

ut the appearance of a House resolutiop
rolative to the death of ex-Bpeaker Criap led
to the customury adjournment as a mark <l
respect., A large number of bureau reporty
were recelvaed, including that of the govern
ment directors of the Pacifle rallways,

8p Day,—The Secate, by the decisive voia
of 36 to 21, adopted a motlon to take up the
Dingley tariff-silver bill, Immedia ely fol
lowing it, Mr. Aldrieh, of Rhode Island, ous
of the republican members of the {loance
committes, moved to recommit the bill to
that committes, and this motlon was pend-
Ing when the morning hour expired, and the
sntire matter lapsed as though no vote had
been taken, “The debate was ot times sharp
and personal. Threo sets of vlgorons reso-
lutions for Cuban Independence furnished
an interesting featurs, They came froin Mr,
('ameron, of Pennsylvania, Mr, Mills, of
Texas, and Mr. Call, of Florida.

4t Day—The Benate took up the imml.
gration bill and rplnly perfected It, also
hearing the first of the sﬁeeehea on Cubn,
those of Mr. Cullom and Mr, Call. The dis-
position tu pu through the immigration bill
was shown by the defeat of a motion by Mr.
Glibson, of Maryland, to postpons the meas-
ure until after the holldays, Only thirteen
votes, ull demaocrats, were given in favor ol
the postponement, The proposition served
to involve Messrs. Chasdler, Lodge and
Gibson In several spirited personal collo-
nules,

House,

2p Day.—The House proceedoed to business
and before the session closed had passed
threa bills of considerable importance and
the firat of the regular supply bills—that for
pensions, Three of the Lllis related to pos-
tal matters, One provided for the uee of
private malling eards of the same genera/
size nnd character as the present postal cards
when one-cent ttnm)lan are affixed; another,
for a limited Indemnity of 810 for the loss of
registered mall matter, and the third forms
private earrler servica in cities, towns and
villages where no free delivery exista,

8p Dav.—The House held a three-hom
session, and passed a dozen biils of minot
jmportance. Among them were the loilow-
ing= To extend for flve years the time In
which the Unlversity of Utah shall ocoupy
Iands granted to it; to authorize the use of
the abandoned Fort Bidwell milltary reser-
yation in Californis as o tralning school for
Indiaps; to confirm certaln cash entries for
public lands In Arkansas made under the
graduation act of 1854; to provide for the
loeation and purchase of public lands for
reservolr sites (n Montans, Bouth Dakota
and Wyoming.

4t Dav.—The Housa passed two bills
Ope of them s to secure to musieal compo-
sitlons the same measure of protection under
the copyright law as is now afforded pro-
duetions of a strietly dramatie character
The bill imposes & fine of $#100 for the fArst
nnd 850 for each subsequent unauthorized

roduction, A bill to prohibit the sale of
lquor in the Capitol bullding was also
passed.

ABOUT NOTED PEOPLE.

Mayor Houghton, of North Adams, Mass,,
bas glven his $1,000 salary to the local hos-
pital,

Mr, Selous, the African traveler and ex-
plorer, has soms {dea of visiting the Rocky
Mountalns.

Lady June Harrlet Swinburne, mother of
Algernon Charles Swinburae, the poet, bas
just died in Eogland at the age of 83,

The original manuseript of Rossinl’s fam-
sus opers, *'William Tell,” was sold In Paris
recently by auctlon for £188.

A London Daily Mall representative says
the Queen has besn & total abatainer from
alcoholie liquors for the last three years.

Margaret Thomson, 8 granddaughter of
the Poet Burns and widow of Davld Wingate,
tha miner poet, has died at Glasgow.

Mr. Kato, the ascretary of ths Japanese
Logation in Paris, has just been appolnted
(lommissioner-Gieneral of Japan at the expo-
aitlon of 1900,

The Queen Regent of 8paln, who will soon
have & motor carriage, will be the first Euro-
pean sovereign to use one, It will be known
#s an “electrie victoria."

The design of the proposed Wagner monu-
nent at Balrut has been fixed upon. It con-
sists of & temple with a round cupola on pll-
lars, with a statue of Wagner In the centre,

Robert Louls Stevenson's graveinthe Apla
Mountains 1s sald by a writer in the Bketch
to be painfully neglected. Its almost inac-
sessible site may have something to do with
that,

Col. Fred D, Grant has been visiting the
old Grant homestead &t Tast Windsor Hill,
Jonn. A portion of the Louso, which was
ones oceupled by an ancestor of Colonel
Girant, is nearly two contirles old

Senator Georgs F. Hoar, of Massachusatls,
bas presented an Interesting relic to the First

hureh of Plymouth, Mass, It I8 a consider-
uble portion of the original threshoid of the
shurch in Dellt Haven, Holland, i which
the pligrims isld their last service before

departing for Americs,

N7 ONE SAVED

Loss of the North German
Lloyd Steamer Salier.

NEARLY 200 PERISHED

The Accldent Occured on the Cor-
robado Rocks, off tha Deso-
late Spanish Coast—Foun-
in the Recent Heavy
Gales.

The steamship Salier, owned by the North
German Lloyd Company, is belleved to have
peen totally lost off the Bpanish coast.

She left Corunna on December 7 for Vil
Ingarcla, Spain, and {a belisved to have
toundered in the Leavy gals which recently
prevailed off the Spanlsh const,

No details of the disaster have Dbeen ob-
talned. A steamship has gone In search of
the missing vessel,

Yigo, Spain —The statement that there
were no passengers on board the Baller le
jneorrect, There were 210 passengers on
board. Her crew was composad of 63 mon,
All on board, passengers and crew, por-
shed.

The Baller's passengers consisted of 111
Russians, 35 Galicians, 81 Spaniards and on«
German,

The Balier was bound from Bremen to
Buenos Ayres, via Corunua and Villagarela,
I'he passengers were moatly in the steorage.

The Corrobedo rocks, on whieh it Is belleved
the Baller was lost, aresituated off the south-
wost const of Corunna and should have been
given A wide berth Uefors the steamer
beaded eastward, and then In an easterly
direction for the bay leading up to Villn-
garcia,

‘Was On The Baltimcre Line.

The Baller was a well-known vessol at
Baltimore. She run for many years between
Baltimors and Bremen, earrylng passengers?
and freight, and was rated Al at Lloyds

The steamship was regarded as a staunch
one, and met with no dlsaster while on the
line, During the past fall she was trans
ferred to the Australian Line of the Lloyds
Company, on which she was running at the
tirne of the awful disaster reported above,

The naws of the sinking caused consider
able commept In shipping eclrclea, The
place where she went down fs well remem-
bered as the one whers the |ll-fated Britisy
man-of-war Lord Howe met destructlor
mOme years ago.

When running to Baltimore tho Saller war
commanded by Captaln Wempe. 8She lef’
Baltimore on September 9 for Bremen, wher
she arrived on Beptember 28, She fs he
lisved to have been loaded with coal whes
she was lost. She was a brig-rigged, screy
steamer, built at Hull, England, In 1875, nn§
Is belleved to bave Leen carrylng a crew o
about 60 to 70 men. Bhe was of 3,000 grost
tous register, 351 feot long, 39.6 feet beaw
nod 32,6 faet deep,

WORK AND WORKERS.

The Ftoa rolling mill at Clevtland, Ohlo
resumed operatious, employing 850 men.
Alexander Bremor hins been elected Presi-
dent of the Musical Mutval Protective Unlon,
Two hundred employes of the Pacifle Roll-
ing Mills, at San Francisco, are on & strike
agalnst a heavy reduction In wages, ranging
from 20 to 50 per cent.

Tho Hartford Carpet Company started 267
looms in the brussels department of its fae-
tory at Thompeonsille, Conn. The brussel?
department has Lbesn closed for over fou!
months.

The withdrawal of troops from Leadvlilo
has been begun, but all will not be recalled
until Governor Melntyro becomes satlsiled
that the officials of Lake county can control-
the strike sltuation,

T'he workiog time of the shop and englns
house employes of the Missouri Pacific 1al-
road, In Kansas City, Kansas, has Lesn ln

ereased from six to nine bours per day. The
order affects about 8,000 employes,

A Niagara Falls despateh says that the Al-
bright & Wilson Electro-Chemical Compavy
of Great Britaln huve closed a con-
tract with the Niagara Falls l'ower Com-
pony, and wiil transfer their plant to that
elty.

The stevedores employed on the docks of
the Crosby Transportation Company on the
Muskegon, Grand Rapids and Mliwnukes
Rallroad, at Muskegon, Minnesota, are on
strlke on sccount of a cut ln wages [rom 20
to 15 cents perhour,

The jolnt conventlon of operators and min-
ers have not yet reached anagreement onthe
poale for next year. I'he entire session wns
devoted to discussions on the Ohlo thin vein
and machine and pick minlog. The discus
sion at times was animated and bitter,

Fifty ot the mechanios employed by Moran
Bros,, shipbuilders, of Beattls, Wash,, are on
a strike, and will leave on the next steamet
lor Ban Franclsco. The men have been em-
ployed on two steam steel vessels the Moraui
are building for the government; a torpedo
destroyer and a governmeat tugboat,

AWFUL ORUELTY OF A FATHER

His Brutal Treatment Caused the Deathwof Hi
Danghter,

After a long preliminary examination
Rudolph Brockmao, a wealthy farmer, liviny
in Osage township, Kan,, bas been held ir
the sum of $10,010 to answer for the murds
of his 17-year old daughter, Mary.

Four weeks ago Brookman gave the glrl »
terrible beating because she did not work t
suit him in his cornflell. He then tied i
rope around one of her ankles, fastened thi
other end of the rope to the rear axle of hi
wagon, and drove to hia farm, a quartsr of
mile off, drazging the girl behind,

Arriving tusre he locked her up in the

food.
santher neighbor, who carried her away,

but her Injerics were so
~on No ; e

barn without sufMelent clothing and withow
The glel was found by her unels ang |

.




