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.'Mlh To Buy Them Is Now
Beling.Consldered.
Special Correspondence of THE STAR.

Wasningron, Jan.®6.—While we are
in the island business it might not be
& bad idea to favorably consider the '
opportunity Denmark presents to the
United States to acquire possession of
the Danish West Indies. Germany
has relinquished whatever claim she

may have had upon these islands, and
It Is understood that we can have '
them for $3.000.000.
them, Denmark will

If we don't take
try to market

BLACKBEARD'S TOWER.
them elsewhere, as she is determined
to go out of the island business. The
Danish West Indies are small, but
- might prove quite formidable if owned
by an unfriendly power. They are
only about 118 square miles in area,
but any naval power could make a
Gilraltar out of St. Thomas.

We had an opportunity about 30
years ago to purchase the Danish West
Indies. but let it pass. Our growth
during the last generation and the ex-
tension of our interests in recent times
would seem to eaution ns against let-
ting this second chance go by. Small
as the islands are. they are worth hav-
ing commercially. They buy over $300,-
000 worth of British and Dauish,_goods
each year, which we could furnish if
we had them within our tariff system.
But still more important would be the
effect upon our shipping industry, as
they would furnish the peeded link in
the chain of American shipping to the
West Iendies.

The Danish West
St

Iudies consist of
St. Thomas, Croix or Saunta Cruz
and St John, The former is the most
noled of the group.  llere is the prin-
cipal port, Charlotte Amalie, which has
a ponulation of 10,000, and English is
the prevailing language. It has been
under Danish rule for 166 years, but
its people have little atlinity for that
country., and during the past 35 years
its white Inhabitauts have often ex-
|n"-\‘\t d the desire that Ilu'}' llli'..’lll |lt‘

| they were married.
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West Indies.
‘time are still
lng of these s
lotte Amalie. They are the castles of
Bluebeard and Blackbeard. Black-
beard’'s tower is the better preserved
and is still in condition to furnish fruit-
ful opportunity for investigation by the
curious tonrist.

Blackbeard was a grizzled Spanish

mte. whose bold depredations terror-
the Spanish main at that time.
Not

withstanding his fiercencss, in his
heart he had a soft spot for the ladies,
and we are told that he was a great
flirt. At last he lost his heart to the
prettiest senorita on the island, and
In the castle with
the tall tower Blackbeard installed his
pretty wife and placed in her hands the
keys to the castle, including one to a
gecret cabinet. He told her she must
not open tihe cabinet If she valued her
happiness. Of course she disobeyed
him, but instead of tinding skeletons
and other grewsome o! jects in the cab-
Inet she discovered a bundle of love
letters from one of the pretty girls of
the town written to Blackbeard and
was in consequence made insanely jeal-
ous. She was arrested for opening the
cabinet and condemned by the indig-
nant people to be burnea at the stake.
Blackbeard's ship arrived opportunely
in the harbor. and when the pirate
chieftain saw what was afoot he fought
his way to the place of execution aud
rescued his bride. At least this is the
way they tell the story at St. Thomas.

The natives of St. Thomas are in-
dolent and easy going. Everywhere
oue sees groups of lazy negroes bask-
ing in the sunshine or performing their
customary tasks without rush or ap-
parent seriousness. The dirty boys and
girls and dirtier porters lazily move
bout, lounging in the roadways or on
the sidewalks, and never apparently
conscious of the dight of time. There
are singing and laughing, and even the
ragged seem strangers to sorrow  and
unhappiness. The struggle for exist-
ence Is not a harassing question, and
the problem of labor and eapital is
here unknown.

The people are all comparatively well
housed, many of the peasants living in
picturesque little cottages which nestle
in shady nooks on the mountain slopes
or overlook the placid waters of the
beautiful harbor. There is an atmos
phere of peace and contentment over
all. Of course the whites, who are in
St. Thomas for business reasons, pre
sent a striking contrast 1o the natives,
and yvet they are not entirely free from

extant. The most strik-

the  influences  breathed from  the
tropices en every whilf of air.

The natives are very religious, and
the churches are well attended, espe

cially on feast days., There snre eight
churches in Charlotte Amali
eral denomimations are
Uhe chureh stractuores

tions, there being no Lhigh
similar exterior embellishments,

Lol sen

Fepiiess Hted
are anpreten
lowers or

Thi:

are In the town of Char- |

mmq&at'tmmm West Indies are considered

as an Independent proposition, and
while the strategic position of St
Thomas assumes additional Impor-
tance because of our operations In
other quarters the question of their
purchase may be declded practically
upon Iits merits. It must be remem-
bered that the idea Is not a product of
our war with Spain, nor the situation
in the Philippines, but has been con-
sidered on two occasions before, the
latest more than 30 years ago.
SaMUEL HUBBARD.

That Throbbing Headache

Would quickly leave fvou if you 1sed
Dr. King’s New Life Pills. Thousands of
sufferers have proved their matchless mer-
it for sick and nervous headaches. They
make pure blood and strong nerves and
build up vour health. Easy to take. Try
them. Only 25 cents, mouey back if not
cured. Sold by B. R. Wilson & Son, drag-
gists, 5

p¥ed In the Bone.

Gran’'pa Maepherson — How
does two and two make, Donald?

Donald—Six.

Gran'pa—What are ye talking about?
fwo and two make four.

Donald—Yes, 1 know, but 1 thought
you'd “beat me down” a bit.—I"unch.

many

[t has been demonstrated repeatedly in
very state in the Union and in many

qgn countries  that  Chamberlain’s
ongh Remedy isa certain preventive and
are for crounp. It has become the uni-
rsal remedy for that disease. M, V.
isher, of Liberty, W. Va., only repeats
hat has been said aronnd the globe whien
e writes: ] have used Clamberlaim’s
oogh Remedy inmy family for several
ears amd always with perfect saceess

Ve belteve that it is not oniv the best
meh rewsedy, bat that it = a sare cure
0eTonp 1t has saved the Lives of om

bdren a namber of times ™" This rewn-
v o= for sale Ly L 1LY 15 S,

ANew Book For Men

Special Arrangements Whereby a Free
Copy Can Be Obtained hy Every
Reader of This Paper.

The Kind You Have Always Bought, and which has been
in use for over 30 years, has borne the signatnre of

and has been made under his per-

M/ sonal supervision since its infaney.

g *  Allow no one to deceive you in this.
All Counterfeits, Imitations and “ Just-as-good*” are but
Experiments that trifle with and endanger the health of
Infants and Children—Experience against Experiment.

What is CASTORIA

Castoria is a harmless substitute for Castor Oil, Pare-
gorie, Drops and Soothing Syrups. It is Pleasant. It
contains neither Opiun:, Morphine nor other Narceotie
substance. Its age is its guarantee. It destroys Worms
and allays Feverishness. It cures Diarrheea and Wind
Colic. It relieves Teething Troubles, cures Constipation
and Flatulency. It assimilates the Food, regulates the
Stomach and Bowels, giving healthy aid natural sleep.
The Children’s Panacea—The Mother’s Friend,

cenuine CASTORIA aArways

Bears the Signature of

-

A

P AT

The Kimi You Have Always Béught

In Use For Over 30Q Years.

THE CENTAUR COMPANY, TT MURRAY STRELY, NLwW YORR CITY.
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ROS S FO2 Do You Love Roses?
Do You Want to Grow Them?
sOUTHLAND

ST AN

OUR NEW ROSE CATALOGUE

trated and describe®
roses for
wetions for

Is ‘l..l!l‘\l)m"l’ (13
he bet, new and <t popular

i
th s ssouthland, and gives full inv

- Catalogue Free Upon Application, plantagr and caring for them. It also
/e erpovins why

7 ..OUR FIELD GROWN GRAFTED ROSE BUSHES....
:': are superior to all others for the rose garden,  If vou have not succeeded in growink
= beautiful ruses write o ws and we o tell you why, A lress

(9

2 THE GRIFFING BROS. CO,
¥ JACKSONVILLE, FLA.
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