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Eyeless, Topless Potatoes.

We have read this wonderful story
in many of our agricultural exchanges,
usually without a word of comment.
We did not believe a word of it, but
the American Farmer tells the story

so well and its remarks are so good

that we give it place this week.

We like a good story, even when we
know it is not true. In fact, many of
the best stories are pure fiction, but
if well told are entertaining, and that
is the main purpose of a story.
Naturally, however, we are skeptical
and ‘when we read one of these wonder
stories in connection with agricult-
ural matters, feel like throwing out a
word of cantion and labeling the mat-
ter, “important if true.” This is pre-
liminary to mentioning a story set
afloat by the Chicago Evening Post
about one Darst, who claims to Mave
discovered a method of raising po-
tatoes that will not only revolutionize
the tuber business but make him a
veritable Rockefeller in wealth. Tt
is rather against Darst that he once
lived in Chicago, but as for several
years he has been located at Great
Falls, Montana, the improved atmos-
phere there may have toned down the
love of the marvelous liable to be
generated in the Windy City. But
here is the tale in brief, on which the
American Farmer will suspend judg-
ment until it sees some of the po-
tatoes:

Darst declares the secret lies in the
composition of a preparation that
takes the place of soil. Tt is upon this
mixture that he claims to have secured
a patent. He says that 2 layer of this
mixture, three or four inches deep.
may be placed in a box, with eyes of
potatoes: on this first layer may be
placed another layer of the mixture.
with potato eyes scattered through it:
and so on one layer on top of another,
until the box has been filled. Then
the mixture may be heated, he de-
clares. and the erowth of potatoes will
commence and progress rapidly in
each of the numerous layers. He
claims that all that is necessary is to
keep the mixture at a growing temper-
ature and to water it every two weeks.
and that within sixty days of the time
of planting the eves there will be a
crop of perfect potatoes in each laver
of the box. all the tubers being of
ahout the size of a hen's ege.  All this.
he claims. will result without a single
vine or sprout apnearing above the
surfact

In his experiments Darst has
heated the contents of his box by
means of a steam coil. but he declares
that this is unnecessarv. and that the
heat of the sun will suffice, if the box
be covered with glass. He terms his
box an incubator. The one he has used
is a small one. but he claims the same
results may be secured in a box of any
depth. leneth or width.

He claims he has demonstrated he
can produce, in a box fifteen feet deep
and covering 13.560 square feet, 30,000
bushels of “new”™ potatoes every sixty
days, and secure six such crops every
vear. He claims such a box covering
one acre, with the required heatine
apparatus. may be constructed for
$2.500 and that the cost of his com-
pound and the labor required
will amount to $200 a ton. He
declares that at certain seasons, he
can market all the notatoes he can sun-
oly in Chicaco at & cents a pound. Tf
he received onlyv 1 cent a pound. his
vield an acre, investment of
$2.500, and an of $1.800
for labor and materials would
$18.00c0, according to his figures.

Darst declares his potatoes are not
onlv “vineless” or “topless.” but that
thev are eveless He asserts
th(':\' are as smooth as an apple, hav-
ing no eve and that he must secure
his seed sunnly from others. not beine
able to raise bv his process He de
clares the potatoes are of excellent
quality and will keep as well as any.
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grower’s crop must have been serious-
ly attached by the potato blight from
the amount of spraying that was done.
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Spuds Raise the Mortgage.

When T. E. Martin, a Monroe coun-
tv. N. Y., farmer, got possessed of his
and several years ago it was produc-
ing about 6o bushels of potatoes per
acre. Other crops were nothing to
speak of, but he went to work in a de-
termined way to inprove the place.
The farm was poorly drained, so, year
by year, he has heen putting down the
drains. until he now has nine miles of
them planted. The work was done
with ecare and system, so the benefit
from them wonld be permanent. The
depth of the drains varies from four to
four and one-half feet, and the dis-
tance apart is about fifty feet. The
two general outlets are protected by
conerete casing, and so grated with
iron rods as to execlude any animal
that might do injury. A diagram,
carefully made shows the exact loca-
tion of every line of lile.

The following record of his potato
crops shows what he has done: 1901,
4570 bushels from eighteen acres,
averaging 254 bhushels: 1902, 4,715
bushels from seventeen acres, averag-
ing 277 bushels: 1903, 4,718 bushels
from eighteen acres, averaging 262
hushels: 1904, 5.100 bushels from eigh-
teen acres, averaging 283 bushels. In
1902 a plot of ten acres averaged
206 2-3 bhushels, and he thinks that,
were it not for the early frost in the
fall of 1904; the entire eighteen aeres
would have averaged 300 bushels an
aere.

The cost of draining ($£2,000), add-
ed to other indetedness on the farm,
prlaced him unnder an uncomfortable
weight of £4.500 debt. This fact, com-
ing to the knowledge of the neighbors
who had heen eriticising and wateh-
ineg. made them chuckle and say. “I
told vou s0.” In four vears this debt
was paid, and a surplus placed in the
bank.

The tile draining merely opened the
way for improved farming. TUnder a
three-vear rotation—potatoes, wheat
and meadow the land is improved in
nrodueing  power. All the manure
from four horses, two cows, three pigs
an the poultry is applied direct to the
potato field. TPlowing is ten inches
deep, and other preparation very thor-
angh. TPotatoes are planted in drills
thirty-three inches apart, and about
thirteen apart in the drills.
nsine an  antomatie planter, which
ents, drops and covers the seed The
potatoes receive from twelve to fifteen
and ahont ten anplica-
Rordeany, using 178 harrels
each. This keens the
folinoe nerfectly healthy
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Twelve magazine numbersand forty
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Country Life in America, (M) .
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