i 1ot

i

rEI

OUK 233 “DEGREES.”
R
Some Masonio Pacts s+ to Which » Wife
" Had Been Misinformsd.

wont Into the office of a
a few mornings
Sun, and twok =»

nose and the per-

face on a blue-
d when the Mason
ith an loterested,
though she was in

Mason ™
told her ha was
t not the highestin the lund.
esitated a moment, fingered
of her apron, and curled it

a boy speaking a plece In
and asked:

“Have you taken the whole 231 de-
grees of Masonry ™

The man laughed and told her there
weore thirty-throe degrecs, and that he
had only taken thirty-two. The other
degree could only be tuken by & very
few, who were recommonded by the
Grand Jodge, and thoy had o go W
New York to get the thirty-third de-
gree.

The lady studied & minute, unpinned
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_ the safety-plo that held her shawl Lo-

gether and put it ln her mouth, Lok &
long breath, and sald:

*Where does my husband got the
other 200 degrees, then?"'

The prominent Mason said he
guessed her husband never got 200 de-
grees, unless he had a degroe [(nctory.
He sald he didn't understand the lady.

“Does my husband have to st up
with a corpse three nights n weok?
she asked, her eyes flashing fire. Do
you keep a lot of sick Mnsons on tap
for my husband to sit up with?"

The prominent Muason sald he was
thankful that few Mauasons dled, and
and only ocoaslonally was one sick
enough to call for Masonlo nssistance.
When a Mason was sick, and was away
from home, or when his family desired

At the brethren were only too glnd W

sit up with him, but there were so
many Masons and s0 fow slck that It
was only once in two or three months
that & brother was ecalled upon to sit
up with anybody.

“But why do you nek these questions,
madam?” suid the prominent Mason

The woman picked the fringe of her
shawl, hung her head down, nnd suld:

“Well, my husband began w joln
the Masons about two years ago; and
he has been taking degrees or sitting
up with people every night since, and
he comes home at all tlmes of the
flght smelling of beer and cheose, |
thought at first that the cheess was
the result of his going to the morgue
to help carry brother Masons home
after they had been found in the
river.

o[ have kopt a little track of it, and
1 figure that he has tnken 283 degreos,

Ancluding the grand skyfugle degree,

which he took the night he came home
with his Hp cut wnd his ear hanging

« by & plece of skin.”

“*Oh, madam,"” said the prominent
Mason, ““There In no skyfugle degroo
in Masonry. Your husband has lied
1o you.™

“That's what I think,"” said she' as
s baleful light appoared in her eye
*“‘He sald he wns taking the skylugle
degroe sad foll through the skylight
1 had him sewed up, and he was roady
for more degroes,

wAftor he had takon, 1 thick, about
150 degrees, I told him 1 should think
he would let up on It and put some
potatoes ln the oellar for the winter,
but he saild when a man once got
started on the degrees he had 10 take
them all or he didn't amount to any-
thing.

“One time [ wanted a hat 10 wear
10 church with a fenther on I, and he
snld feathers were all nonsense; and
the next day he brought home a
leather case with a felt coal-scuttie
In It snd & feather on it that couldn't
have cost less than $10, the way |
figure willinery. And whon ha put It
on and 1 lsoghed at his ridicnlous
appearance he began tw throw his
wrms around and 1 asked him what
was the matter, and he sald It was the
grand halling sign of distress, and If |
dldn't look out an avenger would ap-
ponr from n dark closet and run a
toadsticker through mwe for a scoffer,

" must have spent a fortune on
tha L degreos.  Une moralug he
camé home with his coat tall split
right up the buck and his pants torn
Just as though » dog hnd ohewed him,
and one oye closed up, and a wad of
balr pulled right out of his hoad, wnd

@ree, but he wouldn
happened, because 1t was a dead
secret.

“I toll you what I will do. The
next time he says saything sbout
Skyfugle degrees and Conslstory noa-
sense 1 will use u washboard snd
oause him to believe there is one de-
gree in Musonry he has missed: and
now good by, You have comforted
me grestly, and I will be awake to-
night till my husband comes from the
lodge with his pat hand and 1 will
make him think he has forgotten his
anta."

The lady went out to a grocery to
buy some bur soap, snd the prominent
Mason resumed his business with «
feeling that we are not all teuly good
and there is cheatlng going on all
around.

BEAUTY OF OUR GIRLS.

American Qirls Beat the World In
Variety of Attraotions,

The beauty of American girls s a
much discussed question. It is said
they have no distinct points, but it
seoms to me that any one who has
traveled must ensily have settled upon
the salient points which go to make up
tho beauty of an Americna girl, says a
writer in the Hlustrutad American, A
general delleacy of outline as well ns
goloring are demanded. A woman
with very large eyos nad no other
charms I8 naver rated as a banuly
here. When a woman is said w be
beautifal in Amerien it mesns that she
has a face molded in delicnte lines,
features that are thoroughly bharmo-
nlous, & figure which s neither pro-
nouncedly athletie nor too plump, and
smull hands and feet.  In England il a
womunn s six feet two, and broad
across tho shoulders, she Is Invariably
spoken of In the sociely papers as
beautiful, though her feet may out-
class the iron-clad and bher knucklea
streteh wildly abroad.

In Italy and Spain s pair of big, ex-
pressive eyos wre anough, butin Amer-
iea a thoroughly
attractions must be shown to win the
titlee. American girls form n lofy,
gay, intropid and dashing nrmy, whose
audacity should be feminine. They
have all of the athletie look of the En-
glish woman, without the [ll-fitting
gloves and ponderous The
assumption of semi-masculine attire
robs them of thelr grestest chuarm.

hoots,

Womanliness 18 still the most attract- |
- nght fine land.
Lt

ive quality of woman,
-

Family Resemblance in Writing.

An expert suys there is as much of a |

family resomblunce in handwriting ns
thore is in fnce. Brothers nnd slsters
hatr, contour of brow or check or chin,
und in that more elusive guality
cull expression. There are some ex-
coptions to this rule, but not
and out of fifty familles of children the

we

relationship ln at lenst forty-five can |
So in handwriting

bo rendily traced.
the general outllnes may vary ever so
much, yet the eye of the expert will
detect family

thore which cannot well be hidden.

(na s bred to the law and falls into !

the lawyer's benstly habit of writing
curelessly; another may be an Instruct-
od in penmanship, and may ovea fol-
low the lines of Spencer with the fidel-
ity of copperplate engeaving; another
may be a farmer, only rarvely touching
apen. Yot in tho letters they write
when the restreaint is off, In the lines
that flow from the hand gulded by sin-
gerity and masked from thé common
serutiny the kindred blood will tall in
cold pon and ink, sad the brotherhood
is revensled
. . - -
A Thief in Hard Luck.

At Chengkintuan. Chian, while a
thief was engaged in vobbing o housa
during the absence of the family, the
watchinan, henrving o noise, entered,
but falling to discover the intruder,
procecded to enjoy his pipe. Ho fall
nsleop nnd set fire to the bullding
The frightoned thief was caught by
the vilingers as he essayod o escape,
and as many honses were
by the dovouring Hames,
coaded to lynch him a8 an
caught in the act He
hand and foot, saturated
hurled Into the burning
spoadily cremated, o vietim
blind fury of n Mongolian mobh.

they pro-
incondinry
was bound
with oll,
mnasd, nand
to the

The Bavage Near the Surfues

Novelist Howells is contributing s
sories of studles of the small boy to &
juvenile periodieal, In which he de-
seribes the boy's Inck of the humane
inatinet nnd the ferocity of his code of
behavior so far us It relates fo his
trentment of his youthful companions,
Mr. Howells might find an interesting
{llustration of this point In the case of
the two little New Hampshire flends
who stuck pins Into w comphnion,

poured hot water on him, burned him |

with powder and left him lnsensible,
The savage Is very near the surfece

éven in the child of elvilizativn.

| him,
! Jest took after him,

balnnced sories of |

| wanter rest

! mlong the river here.

| you was way over at the

many, |

resomblances hore and |

consumad |
| Bible tells me vot to worry,

SERENE AND QUIET, BUT A MAN WHO
WOULD NOT HURRY.

Neothing but Spanking Would Induce the
id Man to Rus from the Raging Mis
sianippl.

The water was rising rapidly in the
lower Mississippl. Heavy rains had
been falling sbove, and the strain on the
levees hind become so groat that bun-
dreds of planters were fleeing 0 the
bighlands. Evormous troes swept down
the surging flood, sod an occasional
cabin with some one on the roof could
be seen bobblog its way towards the
gulf.

Late In the afternoon & man riding a
horse drew up in front of a cabin pear
the river,and seeing an old fellow sitting
on & soap box Inzily grensing a pair of
shoes, thus nddressed him:

“Why, what can you be thinking
about,siiting here so upconcerned, when
the water Is rising so fast? The
levee bna broken up at Cage's bend, and
it won't be long untll the swamp back
yonder will bo entirely fllodup. What
are you thinklng about?”

“Wall,” he responded, as he dabbed a
bandful of tallow on the shoa. [ was
toainkin’ about several things., Was
thainkin® that 1 would go to moeetin® ter-
morrer 1o hear that new feller that they
"low kin fling down any man on tlhe
elroult, sn’ then | thought that I would
go over and whale old Rodooy Balea
Rod an' me has been mighty good
frien's, but tuther day 1 tuck up the
idee thal he shot my dog an’ he's got to
be whupped. I'm a litle sorter curia
thater way. When I take up a notion
that & man has shot my dog it don’t
make po difference whuther he has done
it or not; 1 jest kaln’t he'p from whalin'
My daddy was thater way, an' 1
Whicher way air
you travelin'?"

“1 am going to get outof this Inferaal
bottom. | came down here day beforo
yosterday, snd If I get ont you may
rest assured that 1Ml never come back

| again.”

“"Much obleeged to you, fur | allus
Makos no diffunce whuther

I rest ashored or not. What I'm safler

| im the rest.”

“How far is the nearest high ground
from here?”

“Oh, youn kin fiad high ground all
Land right down

thar is putty high. Couldn’t buy v, |

don't reckon, fur less than 850 & acre.
Cotton stalks grow
igh as & hoss.”

“] mean & hill; for Heaven knows I

|
| don't eare what the (and is worth,"”

“Wall, lemme sec.”” Lo ‘;m down
the ahoes and wiped his hands on the
bosom of his shirt, "“Thar's & hill "way

! oot yaoder summens, but I don't know
usunlly resomble each other ln eyes, |

how you kin git thar frum here, but if
Abner place,
w'y you'd be right thar.”

“How can I gel to the Abner place?”

“Wall,l hnln't been over thar in some
time, an’ I did hear that old Abuer had
moved away.'”

“What difference does that
The place is still there.”’

“l don’t know asbout that, Piscos
don't allus stay thar in this country.”

“I'll ind my way out ull right, for I
have a good horse; but what worrlies me
is to see you remain here 8o unconcerned.
1 am & member of the American Humane
Boclety, and It is my duty to urge you to
save yoursell.'

mnke?

ARWARING AN OLD BOOT,

“Don't fret about me, podner. The
un’ that's
one part of the good book that 1 folier
out.”

“I am roally nterestod in a man #»0

woullar, How long have you lived

eret”

“‘Mighty nigh all my life.”

“Why ;{nn'l you move nway

* Feered 1 mont not have good health.”

“You surcly have chills, for you are
aa yellow as a pumpkin now."

“Oh, yes, have lota of chills
one mighty nigh every day
Tib, an’ Bob alr in thar now ashakin’
with chilin*’

“You surely could not live in & place
more anhenlthful."”

“Yes, think | could. Nowoe of usaln't
doad. but lot of folks that lived up on
the bigh ground is. Some folks mout
not ke chills, but then some folks don’t
like ple, _
day when tho heat daoces down the road
like somebody shakin' & mosgquito bar, &
chill is srnl;zu- flne thing. You seo »
man gits Ured of one sort of weather,

Have

| aloh as they hiave lo the hills, but dewn

hors hie kin have two or three seasons In
one day. In the moroin’ be's jes) a lestle

‘Many o time.”

*“Then why don’t you P now, for you
must know your danger

*Wall, I am & man of fixed habits an’
no matler bow fust the water is rising I
never muke a bresk for the hills till the
waler comes up an’ wela my pantis.
Toheo [ know It Is time to move, an’ 1
holler for the folks an’ we sirike oul
W'y, it 50 much of & habit with me not
1o take action In the matter till my pants
air wet that one day Inst A t, when
we Ladn't had a drop of n for alx
wooks, a feller that wanted me out of
the nelghborbhood come salong tlroufh
the truck patch whar [ was grabblin’
some potstoes, apd jest as 1 stooped
over he spanked we with & wet board
and I ealled the folks an' struck right
out.”

“Look Liere now, that's too much to
bellove.”
F

SPANKING MIM.

“All right, but 1 reckon & man ought
to know what his habits air. 1f you have
confidence enough in me to tell me of
your habits, w'y [ wouldn't dispute you,
for I wouldn't know, an’' & man ought
to be mighty keerful about disputin’
somothing h» don’t know anything
about.”

“Well, I'll have to leave you, but I al-
most feel like committing & crime In
doink s0.”

“Oh, don't take on about me, cap'n.
I'll set round here a greasing' of m{
shoes an’ plough gear, an’ the folks will
be in the house & enjoyin’ themselves
with thar chills an’ atter while the
water will come up an’ wet my britches,
an’ then we'll all strike out for the hills,
As the wuter ia risin’ putty peart, mebbe
I'll overtake you, for‘ don't reckon you
kin ride through the woods so mighty
fast,”

“(Good by, for 1 see that 1 cannot save
you''

“*You could do it, but I'don’t want to
put you to any trouble."

“It would be no trouble whatever to
me.  Follow my advice is all | can sk
of you and advising is all I can do for
you.”

“But you forgit my hallits.”

"“Nounsense; what are you
about

“You know [ told you what the feller
done while 1 was grabblin® potstoes.
Jost git & wet bourd an' spank me an’ |
will bull out.”

“1 would be willing to take an oath
that you are the biggest fool 1 ever
BAW,

“Not a fool, but jest & man of habits
1t's little enough to ask of you, I am
shore,”

““All right,”” said the stranger, aa hbe
dismounted; * whers Is your board 1"

"“Yonder |« one, good an’ wet.'’

The strangor took up the board and
spanked the man of hablts—spanked
him &0 hard that it made him grin. “*All
right,”” snld the convert, as he rubbed
himself, “weo'll mosey. Mur! oh, mur!”’
he called, turning toward the house,
“oome on now all han's, for it is time 1o
bustle for the hilis."’

A moment Inter the family, evidently
walting to hoar the udiogs of deliver-
ance, came pouring out of the house. —
Opie P, Read, in N. ¥. World,

talking

A Lost Ol Clty,

This letter is dated at Pithole, but
there ix no town here, no postoffice,
and not even a building left on the site
of what was once Pithols City, which
in point of postal business transacted
wus the thivd eity of Pennsylvania,
This was in 18056-66. Sinos tl’iun the
town has literally disappeared from
the face of the earth. It is doubtful it

the history of the world furnishes an. |

other such strange romance as this
town of Pithole In one corner of the
Peunsylvauin oll regions. To get into

! ]‘ilhuli- the (#lobe-Ivmocral t'ol'fl!hplu‘li.l-

Wife an' |

I tell you that on s right hot |

ont was obliged to “‘let down the burs,"
ns the territary onece coversd by a town
of perhaps 100,000 inhubitants is now
devoted to pasturing cattle. No census
of Pithole was ever taken and aby
estimnte of its population must be
basad on the amount of 'Imat:ll business,
From Sept. 1805, the date of the
first lmhliv;uinn of the local paper, teo
Fel. 13, 1866, over 20,000 letters were
sdvertised.  The total receipts of the
Pithole ofllee for the tirst uArter waore
$4.820,04. A population of 100,000 i
probably & low estimate, although it
was largely "ﬂnul.iuf " Today the
place s & pasture feld, Cor. St. Loul
lobe- Demoeral,

95,

“Hold on, my friend, dou's shoot; I'm
a Judge” “Waal, #»'posin’ ye aret
Judges sin't no more ‘count than de law
s nowndays, Ye ean't hang a feller, ye
ean't ‘lectrify him, an’ my lawyer kin
% "s fast as you kin sentansnoe
Igcll outl”—Harper's Weekly.

| buffs and re’uffs constantl

T PATENT RIGHTS.

The word “‘patent” moans “open;”
and it was u.l" made use of to describe
the lotters, or ‘‘letters patent,” by
whhﬂ a sovereign granted to s citizen
or subject a monopoly of the exclusive
use or sale of any

The word is now, in & sense not
originally intended, = to the
mmel’n inventor which bas by him
been made open to the whole pu in
consideration of & right for s limited
pﬂ:dd.“ make and sell the thing in-
ven ’

The original puon;:dnll oﬁo:mfor “:
monopoly of & com ty w

ple d’nuly freoly possessed. The

Ei" of England, for instance, granted

to individual subjects the exclusive
:II‘M to sell such articles ma salt and
negar, ’

Such monopolies as thia have been
declared wrongful in England nod have
pever existed in the United States.
The only patentable thing with us Is »
useful invention or discovery which has
never before besn possassed by the peo-

o,

‘I'he theory of the patent right is this:
The inventor possesses s secret likely
10 be useful to the pedple, which secret
he reveals freely to the government,
for the benefit of the geuneral publie.
In return for his service in revealing
his secret, the goverment grants him
the exclusive right, for & limited time,
to muke sud sell the thing which his
invention covers.

The patent, therefore, is simply »
contract between the invenor aund the

ple, in which the latter grant the
;::mor the sole right for a time to the
profits from this invention, io sonsider-
stion of having the free possession of
the invention later on,

In this country a patent lasts on‘lﬁ
seventeen yeurs. After that time
are free to make full use of the patented
jnvention without panymeut of aopy fee
or royalty—unless, indeed, the patent
s extended by special nct of congress.
This extension is rarvely granted, aond
only in cases where it is held that the
yatentee has failed to get the benefit of

Is patent.

'l“m term of & patent was formerly
fourteen years, aod it was rencwable
by the patent office for seven years
mare, 'hin"lsrlvllcgw of extension b{
the patent office was abolished in 1861,
und the term made sevouteen years,

Thore is much misapprehension of the
extont and oharacter of the privilege
which a patent really grants.

The government,in fl\'in‘u patentee
the right to the exclusive possession of
his invention, does wot undertake to
guarantes bim io that right. The in-
vention s, during the term of his

tent, his property: but he must de-
ond it before du- law lu the same way
that any other property must be de-
fonded.

The possessor of a horse, for In-
stance, even if he has bought and paid
for the animal, cannot keep possession
of it if some other person can prove
that it belongs to him. 7The holder of
a patent may lose his right to it in
soveral ways; and if he doos lose the
right to it, those who have bought of
him his commaodity have no more right
to use it further, or to be indentifad
by the government for the loss of it or
its use than the innocent holder of a
stolen horse has to be protected in its

jon.

It is possible that some other person
may prove that he wus in advance of
the patenteo In the possession or use of
what the Iatter hus clglmed as his
seoret or inveotion, The patentee ma
bhave wusod fraud In obtaining hz
patent; or he may be selling. as his
patented article, something which is
not exsctly what his application de-
soribed.

If the government should unde
to guarantee to n patontee, against
comers, the exclusive right to and
sosslon of the thing patented, it would
be grauting a wrongful monopoly, be-
cause this would be a denial of the
equal right of all citizens to sue and be
sued, and to obtaln Judgments in ae-
vordanoe with equity and right.

A thing already h‘onll‘{.mnde and gsed
eannot be patented, The right to use
it is common to all the ple. And
on the other hund, the lisbility of the
purchaser of u patentad article to lose
the right to use it, provided is is proved
to lnfringe some other person’s right-
ful patent, is n part of the defenge of
tho"equal rights of all.— Youlh's L-
panion.

Walking With a Lady.

It is & genorally conceived opinfon
that a goutleman walking with & lady
should walk on the outer side of the
sidewalk. This ldoa does very well for

| m country town, but in a great olty

where thousands upon thousands of
people, all in more or less of A hurry,
are continunlly passing, it is » very
poor rule to follow, o writer on the
subjeot says: *“The duty of a gentle-
man is to protect the lady ho is walk-
ing with; to take pll the hard knocks,
Lmtlu. and possible umbrells tips to
imsolf, shielding the wenker vassel
from many disagreeables, and to do
this she must invariably be on the gen-
Hamm':drlghl. side, where she can
promenade at her easo od his
manly form, and lo!‘;:"l:g c%’llpd
one-half of the time to take all the
rec
in u evowded thoroughfare." Now,
somae of the soclal leaders of this cit
wore to take the establishment lhz
custom Into thelr hands it w not
;nllt:hna Intolr: mﬂonl.ol could boast of
£ wou o benetit to the
Indies of the mmmnﬁ.‘.‘mﬂ one that
I hope to seo n recognized eystom fn
the course of not » sumber of
Yoarn. —




