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WEAK NERVES

them in Shannon' room in Fourth
Btreet," he said. "They seem con-
clusive. Can you identify the envel-
ope, Mr. Branton?"

"Yes. WI.ere is the money?"
"Gone. .Not found. The envelope

was empty."
"Where is Shannon?"
"Dead. He was there all right,

but he'd been dead several hours."
"Murdered? For that money?"
Shaughnessy shrugged.
"No. He died naturally enough.

Morphine, cocaine, et cetera, killed
him, the doctors said. Shannon was
a 'fiend' in the use of everything in
the drug line. That's his record at
headquarters. He took too much, tr
too little, or the cumulative proper-
ties of one or more of them did the
business. Or, what is more likely,
$81,500, in one dose, settled him. It
would be a heart-excita- to most
men. Anyhow, he's dead."

(Continued next week.)

By Varick Vanardy
(Copyrighted)

2E ThrSlliiKr Mvcfpriniic find Interestlnc

when Branton's back was turned,
f ubstit-te- d the Id with the
bond-envelo- for t.ie Herald with
the cash-envelop- e, in the middle of
tho bundle, and slipped the cash-envelo-

into his pocket.
"That, it strikes me, is the only

way to account for the pine-hol- es in
the newspaper at the top of the
package.

"I don't really believe that Bing-
ham stole that money, but I return
the compliment which Mr. Branton
has paid to me in the matter of my
servant, by showing that his secre-
tary might have taken it. Plainly
the money was taken before it left
Mr. Branton's office, and there are
only two men who could have taken
it while there: Branton, himself, or
his secretary."

Moreaux turned calmly to Branton
as he concluded his rather long
speech, and, 'with a deprecatory
shrug of his shoulders and a half-smi- le

upon his cameolike features,
but with none in his eyes, added:

"So I say to you, Branton, practi-
cally the same thing that you said to
m-- before the arrival of Mr. Shaugh-
nessy. Fire the fellow, and let's see
what comes of it. I point the finger
of guilty knowledge at Bingham."

Bingham, white with sudden rage,
started to his feet.
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from the tunnel. Your mind waa oc-

cupied but I have never known it
to be so occupied that you do not in-

stinctively remember the crease in
your trousers. In other words, to
move from one end of the seat to the
other, you first stood up, then moved
along and sat down again. You sat
down upon the paper you had laid
upon the car seat, and you left ex-
posed the paper that was already
there.

"Fact decreed that the extra pa-
per should also be a Herald. When
you got up hastily to leave the car
at Monterey, you picked up the ex-

tra paper, and left your own in the
car-sea- t, where you had been sitting
upon it."

Branton, always amenable to logic,
scowled, and was thoughtful.

"That's all right," he remarked
presently; "all but the pin-hole- s.

How are you going to explain the
pin-hol- in that extra paper that
you have created?"

By way of reply Moreaux picked
up the two copies of the Herald
which Branton had brought with
him. He examined them a moment
Then he put one of them down on his
knee and held the other one in his
hand.

"This is the paper that you
brought down-stair- s with you, Bran-
ton" he said. "It is the one that
contained the envelope with the
bond. The pin-hol- es are at the bot-

tom of the first page of the news-sectio- n,

at the third column, indicat-
ing that the paper was simply lift-
ed open as it was originally folded,
when the envelope was pinned to it.
Is that the position in which you be-
lieve you pinned the envelope that
contained the money?"

"It's the position in which I al-

ways pin such envelopes."
"Bingham, where did you pin your

envelope?" Moreaux put down that
paper and picked up the other one.

"In precisely the same place. I
have seen Mr. Branton do it often
enough to know his habit about it."

Bingham was sulky, and his reply
was not gracious. It was none the
less to the point.

"I'd iike you to be certain about
that, Bingham," Moreaux insisted.

"I am as positive about it as I am
that you charged me a moment ago
with having stolen that money," was
the half-savag- e retort. Moreaux
Fmiled, and tossed the paper toward
him.

"There lies your exoneration," he
said. "The pin-hol- in that paper
are at the top of the first page of the
news-sectio- n. And, Branton, I notice
something now that escaped our at-
tention before. The pin-hole- s are
smaller. You and your secretary
used bankers-pins- , which are. larger
and longer than the pins in ordinary
use. The pin-hol- in that paper are
pmall, and are much closer together
than if you or Bingham had made
them for the purpose defined.

"The newspaper now in Bing-
ham's hand was carried aboard of
that train by a person who had

it this morning from a news-
dealer who had attached his bill to
it. Branton, it was Bingham who
placed the ca:,h-envelo- into the
newspaper, at your office. It was
you who pinned in the bond-envelop- e,

not knowing what your secre-
tary had done. You put the bond
into the middle of the packet of
newspapers. You put the money at
the top of that packet.

"You pulled it out" and laid it on
the seat beside you while you were
sitting up this paper. Then you
shifted over and sat on your own.
When you left the train you picked
up this paper and left vour own in
the seat."

Shaughnessy, who had been an
attentive listener, bent forward in
his chair and seized the telephone.

"Police headquarters, New York.
Quick action, please," he said.

Then, a moment later, while the
others listened tensely: "Hello,
Geary. This is Shaughnessy. I
want Shannon, the 'shadow,' and
want him quick. Holderness made a
report on him yesterday, and will
know where to find him. Send him.
Quick action, Cleary. It's eighty
thousand this time, if Holdy gets
there. I'll be in on the next train.
Eighty thousand, cash. Lifted from
G. Mortimer Branton."

He replaced the receiver and start-
ed to his feet, addressing Moreaux.
"How soon can I get a train into the
city?"

"Now if you sprint for the ga-
rage. You have about twelve min-
utes to get to the station,' Moreaux
replied. Bingham leaped to his feet
and followed the operative, calling
out to Branton as he went:

"I'll go with him to identify the
money. You won't need me here."

A moment later the two who re-
mained heard the whir of the auto-
mobile as it fled down the driveway
toward the main road to the railway
station.

"Birge," Branton said, after a
time, "you showed more sense than
that detective."

"Oh, I don't know. He suggested
the idea in the first place. I followed
it up. Besides, he saw that fellow
Shannon."

"Who the devil is Shannon?"
"He robbed me once. I have ct

for his abilities in that line.
That's all." '
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Moreaux had Hushed hotly during
Branton's latest announcements. The
flush was succeeded by an expression
of amused contempt accompanied by
a half-smil- e.

"Fcltner knew nothing of your
coming, Dranton, until Bingham tel-

ephoned. He brought the message
to me, and I sent him to the garage
with the necessary order. He knew
n: thing of any cas'.i, or that you in-

tended bringing any with you. I
have made no mmtion to him, or to
any other person, of the business in
hand," he said. 'T; would be as log-

ical io charge me with th' theft as
Fcltner."

"Quite so," Branton retorted cold-

ly.

CHAPTER TV.

The Finger of Guilt.

Birge Moreaux pressed the electric
button that hung ' suspended from
the chandelier above the table. The
footman who responded summoned
the valet.

"Feltner, you are charged with
theft," Moreaux said, without pre-
face. "When Mr. Branton arrived I
sent you to his rooms to offer your
services. He sent you away. Did
you, nevertheless, enter that room
while we will say he was in the
bath-room-

"I did, sir, Feltner replied, ap-

parently unmoved by the abrupt
charge made against him.

"What did you do there?"
"I carried Mr. Branton's coat to

the window and brushed it. It was
thick with dust. I replaced it as I
had found it, upon some newspapers
that Mr. Branton brought with him.
I also dusted his hat. Then I came
away."

"Why did you do all that after be-

ing told that yoa were not wanted?"
"Because you told me to, sir."
' For thz enlightenment of all, tell

us exactly what directions I gave
you."

"You said, sir: 'Attend upon Mr.
Branton. He will probably send you
away, but don't mind that. It is his
i. anner. He needs brushing.' So I
did as I have said. But I hadn't a
desire to thrust myself personally
upon the gentleman, sir."

"Did you notice the newspapers
that were under the coat, partic-
ularly?"

"Only that there were several of
them held together by a rubber band.
I am under the impression that the
top one was a Herald. I did not ex-

amine them."
"Did any other person enter that

room while vou were there, Felt-
ner?"

"Yes, sir. You did."
"Thank you. That will suffice for

the present. You need not concern
yourself about my first remark to
you.

"Mr. Shaughnessy," he added qui-
etly to the operative when the valet
had gone, "when Mr. Branton ar-
rived here I was already aware of
two things concerning him, these:
that he was to bring with him $81,-f0- 0

in cash, and that it was his habit
to carry large sums like that pinned
inside of a newspaper. I noticed the
bundle of papers under his arm,
and I assumed that the money was
concealed among them. I sent Felt-
ner to wait upon him. Then, I fol-
lowed up the stairs and went to my
own room.

"Feltner was custing Branton's
coat when I came out of my room
two or three minutes later. I don't
th'nK he saw me then. I saw him
replace th- - coat upon the bundle of
newspapers. I entered the room
while he was dusting the hat. Felt-
ner went out of the room. I re-

mained. So, if anybody in this
house stole the envelope containing
thj money, I urn the only one who
could have done it.

"One moment, if you please; I
haven't finished.

"Mr. Branton has charged my ser-
vant with the theft. Feltner and I
ars the only persons who had oppor-
tunity to steal it. I am positive that
Feltner did not take it, and I know
that I did not.

"Branton says that he removed
the top paper from the bundle while
he was on the train, but that he did
not read it. He put it down upon
t seat beside him, became absorbed
by his thoughts, and picked it up
again and returned it to the bundle,
hastily, only when the train rushed
in at Monterey station.

"He assumes he has not said so,
but it is plainly his assumption
that the envelope containing the
bond was pinned inside of that paper
which he intended to read on th,e
train coming out; that the thief dis-
covered it first, and found it to be
substituted the Herald with the
ered the other envelope inside the
Herald in the middle of the bundle,
removed it, paper and all, replaced
it with the Herald at the top of the
bundle, removed the envelope with
thc money, and put the Herald from
which he had taken it at the top.

"It is all very simple, of course.
Put there is a palpable error in Mr.
Branton's cocksuredness.

"There probably wasn't anv en-
velope inside of that top Herald
when he pulled it from the bundle
ard Hid it on the seat beside him.

"He says that he himself put the
Herald that held the money in the
middle of the bundle. He says that
his secretary told him over the tel-
ephone that he pinned the envelope
that contained the money inside of a
Herald, and laid it upon the table in
the office. Probably Bingham did
do that. But he did more than that.
He watched hi3 opportunity, and,

"I'm Shaughnessy, from head- -'

-- rters," the operative announced
was admitted to the green

was Moreaux's favorite
i in his perfectly ap-H- e

was a ng

chap,
and with a complex-H- e

wasted no time
preliminaries.

a has told me what he
knows. What about the newspa-
pers, Mr. Branton? Was one of
them missing?"

"No. Sit down. There they are.
I brought them down-stair- s for you
to see. Two Heralds, a Times, a
Sun, and a Tribune."

"Why two Heralds?"
"An accident. I wanted a paper

to read on the train. All of the
morning papers are in my office. As
I was about to leave it lor the sta-
tion I picked up a Herald and
shoved it under the rubber band, on
top of the other papers that made up
the package."

"I am to understand, then, that
you had already pinned the envelope
containing the money inside of an-

other Herald?"
"Yes."
"Where, did you place that paper,

relative to the 'others ii. the pack-
et?"

"Before I picked up the extra one
it was the second paper down from
the top. When I shoved the extra
pLper under the rubber hand it was
in the middle, of course."

"Who put the papers together and
snapped the rubber band around
them in youi office?"

"I did, arranging them as I have
described."

"Bingha.n thinks that he pinned
the envelope that contained the
money inside of a Herald also. He
ray he laid it . . the table beside the
other papers, for you to arrange.
This envelope here that contained tho
bond, was in a Herald, wrsn't it?"

"Yes. In the middle of the packet
where I had put the one that con-

tained the money. Now, you just
hold your horses for a minute,
Shaugfuu'ssy, and I'll make you un-

derstand this thing. You know how
1 arranged the papers before 1 left
my office. Well, that extra Herald
that I brought along, to read on the
train, must have contained the en-

velope that Bingham thought held
the m :nc v rnd innod into it. Forty-liv-e

new bills don't take up much
space. A hundred of them laid down
i:- - pMo makes a i.nckage only

of an inch thick. So I
must have picked up the paper that
Bingham had used, and not have
noticed the presence of the envelope
inside, of it and so I put that one
on tojt of the packet."

"But you would have discovered it
when you read the paper on the
train."

"I didn't read h. That's the point.
I did pull it out from under the
band intending to open it and read it,
but I laid it upon the seat beside
m: instead. I fell to thinking of
other things. I was so absorbed that
I didn't realize that we were at Mon-
terey until the train pulled up. I
Slabbed the paper and shoved it
back into its place under the band,
and hurried out.

"I held the packet under my arm
while I stood on the station-platfor-

waiting for the car that was to
meet me there. I didn't take it from
under my arm until I threw it upon
the couch in my room s, and
dropped my coat over it. After that
I was in the bath-roo- with the
door closed, fifteen or twenty min-
utes. When I came out I put on my
coat, ripped the rubber band from
the packet of newspapers, opened
the one that was in the middle, took
the envelope that I found pinned in-

side of it, and came, down here where
Moreaux was waiting.

"When the envelope that I
brought with me to this room was
opened, it contained the bond. Mo-

reaux went up-stai- rs with me to ex-
amine the other Herald. There was
no envelope in that one, but there
it is; look at it you will find pin-

holes through it showing where an
en-Mo- had been fastened to it.
Hold on a moment till I get through.

"What happened? This: While I
was in the bath-roo- m somebody en-
tered the outer room and stole the
envelope that contained the money,
lie found the bond, first, and looked
deeper. Then he found the cash."

"You mean, of course, that he dis-
covered both envelopes," the opera-
tive interjected; "this one, containing
the bond, first, then the other, with
the cash? That he helped himself
to the envelope containing the
money, and restor d the packet of
newspapers to its original shape,
with the Herald containing the en-
velope with the bond in the middle?"

"Precisely."
"That would suggest previous

knowledge. Also that the thief knew
of ) cur unusual method of carrying
lare sums in cash pinned inside of
newspapers."

"Who's so likely to have acquired
such knowledge as Moreaux's va-
let?" Branton retorted. "Only three
persons knew that I was to bring
that cash with me Bingham, Mo-

reaux, and mysel Only two per-
sons knew that I was to come out
by the 12:40: Bingham and myself.
Not until after that train had left
the station in New York did Bing-
ham notify Moreaux of my depart-
ure, and ask him to send to the sta-
tion to meet me." Brandon turned
sharply toward his secretary. "Who
answered your telephone-call?- " he
demanded.

"The valet, Feltner. I gave him
your message for Mr. Moreaux."
Bingham replied.

CHAPTER V.

Shannon the Shadow.

G. Mortimer Branton's apparent
anger was never deeper than the
surface. It existed in his demeanor,
and was used only as a buffer. It
was never real. Policy would have
forbidden him to be angry even if
his natural inclinations had not been
the antithesis of He could
be oddly moved to laughter, at
times, and he was so then. But he
ventured no further opinion.

After he had laughed, he turned to
Shaughnessy.

"It's up to you, now, Mr. Detect-
ive," he said with characteristic
bluntness. "I have always said that
you fellows weren't worth your salt.
Here is an opportunity for you to
prove that you are. Moreaux has
turned the tables upon me nicely.
What have you got to offer about
it?"

"It seems plain enough to me that
you left the nioney in the seat you
occupied in the train that brought
you out here, Mr. Branton," the op-

erative replied with the cool assur-
ance of one who is convinced of the
correctness of the statement made.

"This is utter and abject nonsense,
of course."

"Lot us see if it is. Have you tel-

egraphed to t'.e conductor of that
train or to anybody, concerning your
loss?"

"No. Of course I didn't leave tho
cash in the car scat, but even if I had
done so, what would be the use of
telegraphing now? Pooh! If the
cash-envolo- had been in that paper
I pulled out of the bundle, and
didn't read, it would have remained
in that paper when I returned it to
the bundle. If it had dropped oirt of
it, I would have seen it, or heard it."

"The Occidental Kxpress, due in
New York at one-eigh- t, was late to-

day," Shaughnessy remarked remi-nisctntl- y.

"I was at the station
when it got in. I know ihe features
of a good many crooks, and I saw
one that I did know leave that train.
1 also know that the same 'man was
in the city last night so he couldn't
have come very far on that particu-
lar train.

"All of this is suggested by the
thought that Shannon that's the
crook's name might have gone out
on the twelve-fort- y with you, might
have securel the envelope, and
might have caught the Occidental
back to New York, at the next sta-
tion beyond here, where it was, no
doubt, held up for orders. Such a
thing is barely possible, you know."

"1 know it to be wholly absurd."
The angry mannerism had returned
to Mr. Branton. "What you say is
simply damfoolishness. There were
twelve pasengers in that coach be-

sides, me. Every one of them was
in front of me. There wasn't a soul
behind me in that car. I sat with
the bundle of newspapers on my lap,
all the way out to Monterey. I

don't think that both of my hands
were off it at the same time all the
way out.

"If Shrnnon, as you call him, and
a dozen others like him, had been in
that car, they couldn't have got hold
of the cash. I didn't leave the seat
until the train got to Monterey. If
I, knew positively that Shannon was
in that car, I'd swear that he didn't
get the money,, because he couldn't."

"Wait a moment," said Moreaux.
"Which end of the car did you en-

ter, at the station in New York?"
"The rear. I got aboard just as

the conductor gave the signal to
start. I told him who I was, and di-

rected" him to stop at Monterey to
let me off. The train was moving
when I sat down."

"Which end of the seat did you
occupy! Nearer the aisle, or the
window?"

"Both. I sat near the window, at
first, but the sun came into it a tri-
fle, so I shifted to get out of it. But
what's the use of all this? What
difference does it make which end of
the car-se- at I occupied?"

"You're a large man, Branton.
You approached that peat from the
rear of the car No doubt you stop-
ped at the seat with your hand on
the back of the one in front of it,
and edged into your own place side-
ways," Moreaux said, musingly: "If
there had been a newspaper lying
upon that seat when you approached
It, you would have seen it."

"What in the name of goodness
are you driving at now, Birge?"

"Why, this: If Shaughnes.y'3
theory is correct, you probably sat
down upon another Herald that
somebody else had dropped there.
While the train was passing through
the tunnel, didn't you pull your own
paper from under the rubber band
so tl.at you'd have it ready to read
as soon as you were in the daylight
again? Wasn't that the time when
you laid your own paper down upon
the seat beside you?"

"Maybe it was. I guess so."
"You shifted to the opposite end

of the seat after the train had passed
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CHAPTER VI.

The Dead Thief.
The deal involving $81,500 in cash

which had taken G. Mortimer Bran-
ton to Moreaux's, has no place here.
Moreaux's house was merely a con-
venient location for the transaction,
and Moreaux's interest in it was
only that of a witness. Bingham
took out more funds with him to, re-
place that which was lost. Branton
remained overnight with his host,
and late in the evening Shaughnessy
reappeared at The Fells.

He was shown into the greenroom
wnere the two gentlemen

v received
him. He ' laid a white envelope
upon the table in front of Bran-
ton. It had two pin hcles through
one end of it. Also, he rut down a
ropy of the Herald of that morning.
It t lto had two pin-hole- s through

of the third column of the first
page of the news-sectio- n.

"Lieutenant Holderness found
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