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By Varick Vanardy
(Copyrighied)
Thrilling, Mysterious and Interesting

“T'm
rters,”

Shaughnessy, from head-

the operative announced

was admitted to the green

was Moreaux’s favorite

in his perfectly ap-

He was a clean-

R’l'}ﬂ[i—]\iﬂkiﬂg l'hﬂ]!,

and with a complex-

He wasted no time
preliminaries.

has told me what he

knows, What about the newspa-

pers, Mr. Branton? Was one of

them missing 7"
“No. Sit down. There they are.
1 brought them down-stairs for you

to see. Two Heralds, a Times, a
Sun, and a Tribune.”

“Why two Heralds?”

“An accident. [ wanted a paper |
to read on the train. All of the

morning papers are in my office. As
I was sbout to leave it for the sta-
tion 1 picked up a Herald and
shoved it under the rubber band, on
top of the other papers that made up
the package.”

“l am to understand, then, that
you had already pinned the envelope
containing the money inside of an-
other Herald 7"

"“Yeu.”

“Where did yvou place that paper,
relative to the'others ii. the pack-
et?”

“Before 1 picked up the extra one
it was the second paper down from
the top. When 1 shoved the extra
peper under the rubber band it was
in the middle, of course,”

“Who put the papers together and
the rubber band around
them in voumr office?"

“1 did, arranging them as 1 have

deseribed.!

napped

“Bingha.n thinks that he pinned
the envelope that contained the
money giele r Herald alsq He

av he laid it the table begide the
other 1 for vou arrange
T i ' here ined the
b " H l. wasn't it

“Y¢ In the middle of the packet
where T had put ti nme that eon
1 t n Now, voun just

horges for a minute,
I'll make vou un
thing. You know how
| the 1 Y cfore 1 left
Wi that exty Herald
ht to read an the
i d the er
R 1 { held
ed into it, Forty
Nk R S Ke l1"1-.}
\ fri {f them laid down
‘t. 'I_-_
pleked ey
1 used e
! |8 Yesence he o) velope
§ nnd so | that one
1 a ] L

“But vou would have discovered it
when 3 read the paper on the
train

“1 didn't read iv.. That's the point.
I did pull it out from under the
hand intending to open it and read it,
but 1 laid it upon the seat beside
m>» instead I fell to thinking of
other things, I was g0 ahsorbed that

1 didn"t realize that we were at Mon-

terey until the train pulled up 1
crabbed the paper and shoved it
back into its place under the band,

and hurried out.

“1 held the packet under my arm
while I stood on the station-plat-
form waiting for the car that was to
meet me there, I didn't take it from
under my arm until 1 threw it upon
the couch in my room up-stairs, and
dropped my coat over it. After that
1 was in the bath-room with the
door closed, fifteen or twenty min-

utes. When I came out 1 put on my
coat, ripped the rubber band from
the packet of newspapers, opened

the one that was in the middle, took
the envelope that 1 found pinned in-

| replace th

side of it, and came down here where |

Moreaux was waiting,

“When the envelope that |
brought with me to this room was
opened, it contained the bond. Mo-
reaux went up-stairs with me to ex-
amine the other Herald, There was
no envelope in that one, but—there
it is; look at it—you will find pin-
holes through it showing where an
en7.lope had been fastened to it.
Hold on a2 moment till I get through.

“What happened? This: While I
was in the bath-room somebody en-
tered the outer room and stole the
envelope that contained the money.
He found the bond, first, and looked
deeper. Then he found the cash.”

“You mean, of course, that he dis-
covered both envelopes,” the opera-
tive interjected; “this one, containing
the bond, first, then the other, with
the cash? That he helped himself
te the envelope containin the
money, snd restor d the packet of
newspapers to its original shape,
with the Herald containing the en-

velope with the bond in the middle 7" |

“Precisely.”

“That would suggest
knowledge. Also that the thief knew
of ycur unusual method of carrying
larze sums in cash pinned inside of
newspapers,”

“Who's so likely to have acquired
such knowledge as Moreaux's val-
Branton retorted. “Only three
knew tkat 1 was to bring
that cash with me—Bingham, Mo-
reaux, and mysel® Only two per-
song knew that 1 was to come out
by the 12:40: Bingham and myself.
Not until after that train had left
the station in New York did Bing-
ham notif ) Moreaux of my depart-
are, and ask him to send to the sta-
tion to meet me." Brandon turned
sharply toward his secretary. “Who
answered your telephone-call?” he
demanded

“The valet,
‘our  message
Jingh.am replied,

ot ™
v ergons

I gave him
Moreaux.”

Feltner,
for Mr.

‘ “One -moment,

Moreaux had flushed hotly during
Branton’s latest announcements. The
flush was succeeded by an expression
of amused contempt accompanied by
# half-smile,

“Feltner knew nothing of your
coming, Branton, until Bingham tel-
e honed. He brought the message
to me, and 1 sent him to the garage
with the necessary order. He knew
n thing of any casi, or that you in-
tended bringing any with you. |
| have made no m=tion to him, or to
| any other person, of the business in
| hand,” he said. “T' would be as log-
|
|

ieal .0 charge me with ths theft as
Feltner."
“Quite s0,” Branton retorted cold-

| 1y. .

CHAPT=R 1V
The Finger of Guilt,

Birge Moreaux pressed the electric

button that hung suspended from
the chandelier above the table. The
footman who responded summoned

the wvalet,

“Feltner, you are charged with
theft,” Moreaux said, without pre-
face.
sent yvou to his rooms to offer your
gservices. He sent you away. Did
yvou, nevertheless, enter that
while—we will say—he was in the
bath-room 7"

“1 did, sir, Feltner replied, ap-
parently unmoved by the abrupt
charge made against him,

“What did you do there?”

“1 ecarried Mr. Branton’s coat to
tke window and brushed it, It was

thick with dust. 1 replaced it as 1
had found it, upon some newspapers
that Mr. Branton brought with him.
1 alzso dusted his hat. Then 1 came
away."”

“Why did you do all that after be-
ing told that youa were not wanted?”

“When Mr. Branton arrived I |

room |

“Recause vou told me to, sir
For th: enlightenment of all, tell
us exactly what directions 1 gave
vou."
“Yau said. sire “Attend upon My
ant He will prohably send wyou
n't mind that, It is his
nesds brushing.' So 1
¢ said But 1 hadn't a
myzelf nersonally
tleman, sir.”
aliee 1\. NoOWsnaDeT:
under the cont, parti
there were several of
pother by a rubber hand.
impreasion that :
o a Herald. T did not ex- |
“IDhd other person enter that
» vou were there, Felt-
“Yes You did.”
“Thank you. That will suffice for
the present You need not coneern

yourself about my first remark to
you,

“Mr. Shaughnessy,” he added qui
etly to the operative when the valet
wad gone, “when Mr. Branton ar-
rived here T was already aware of
two things concerning him, ¢ these:
that he was to bring with him $81.-
600 in cash, and that it was his habit
to earry large sums like that pinned
inside of a newspaper. 1 noticed the
bundle of papers under his arm,
and 1 assumed that the money was
concealed among them. | sent Felt-
ner to wait upon him. Then, I fol-
lowed up the stairs and went to my
own room.

“Feltner was

custing Branton's

coat when I came out of my room |

I don't
I saw him
coat upon the bundle of
newspapers. [  entered the
while he was dusting the hat. Felt-
ner went out of the room. [ re-
mained. So, if anybody in this
house stole the envelope containing
the money, I «m the only one who
could have done it.
if

two or three minutes later.
th'na he saw me then.

vou please; |
haven't finished.

“Mr. Branton has charged my ser-
vant with the theft. Feltner and 1
are the only persons who had oppor-
tunity to steal it. 1 am positive that

| Feltner did not take it, and I know

previous |

that 1 did not.

“Branton says that he removed
the top paper from the bundle while
he was on the train, but that he did
not read it. He put it down upon
t" « seat beside him, became absorbed
by his thoughts, and picked it up
again and returned it to the bundle,
hastily, only when the train rushed
in at Monterey station.

“He assumes—he has not said so,
but it is plainly his assumption—
that the envelope containing the
bond was pinned inside of that paper
which he intended to read on the
train coming out; that the thief dis-

covered it first, and found it to be
substituted the Herald with the
ered the other envelope inside the

Herald in the middle of the bundle,
removed it, paper and all, replaced
it with the Herald at the top of the
bundle, removed the envelope with
the money, and put the Herald from
which he had taken it at the top.

“It is all very simple, of course.
Put there is a palpable error in Mr.
Branton's cocksuredness,

“There probably wasn't an 1=
velope! inside of that top ffl?ﬂlld
when he pulled it from the bundle
ard laid it on the seat beside him.

“He says that he himself put the
Herald that held the money in the
middle of the bundle. He says that
his secretury told him over the tel-
ephone that he pinned the envelope
that contained the money inside of a
Herald, and laid it upon the tahle in
the office. FProbably Bingham did
do that. But he did more than that.
: He watched his opportunity, and,

room |

| the

gervant, by showing that his secre-
tary might have taken it. Plainl
the money was taken before it left
Mr. Branton's office, and there are
only two men who could have taken
it while there: Branton, himself, or
his secretary.”

Morenux turned calmly to Branton
as he concluded his rather long
speech, and,” with a deprecatory
shrug of his shoulders and a half-
smile upon his cameolike features,
but with none in his eyves, added:

“So0 1 say to you, Branton, practi-
cally the same lilillg that you said to
m- before the arrival of Mr. Shaugh-
nessy. Fire the fellow, and let's see
what comes of it. 1 point the finger
of guilty knowledge at Bingham.”

Bingham, white with sudden rage,
started to his feet.

CHAPTER V.
Shannon the Shadow.

G. Mortimer Branton’s apparent
anger was never deeper than the
surface. It existed in his demeanor,
and was used only as a buffer. It
was never real. Policy would have
forbidden him to be angry even if
his natural inclinations had not been
the antithesis of ill-temper. He could
be oddly moved to laughter, at
times, and he was so then. But he
ventuzsed no further opinion,

After he had laughed, he turned to
Shaughnessy.

“It's up to you, now, Mr, Detect-
ive,” he said with characteristic
hluntness. “1 have always said that
vou fellows weren't worth your salt.
Here is an opportunity for you to

prove that vou are. Moreaux has
turned the tables upon me nicely.
What have you got to offer about

it
“It seems plain enough to me that

vou left the money in the geat you
occupied in the train that brought
yvou out here, Mr. HBranton,” the op-

erative replied with the cool assur-
ance of one who is convineed of the
; statement made.,

correctness of 1he

“This is utter and abject nonsense,
of course.”

“Let us see if it is. Have you tel-
errnphed to tie conductor of that

train or to anybhody, concerning your
leave the

ven if T had

" conrsy ] -I|.!|-.'
eat, but e
ould be the 150 of
Pooh! 1If t

n that DAPeY

TR

the buned!s and

il voulil have rem:

that paver when T returned

} had dropped out of
Mg

it, I would hawvi or heard it

“The Ocveidental
New York at o one
dny,” Shaughnessy remarked remi-
niscently. “T was at the statior
whon it got in. | know (he features
of a good many crooks, and 1 saw
one that 1 did know leave that train.
I also know that the same min was
in the city last night so he couldn't
have come very far on that particu-
ar train.

“All of this is suggested by the
thought that Shannon—that's the
crook's name—might have gone out
on the twelve-forty with you, might
have sccurel the envelope, and
might have caught the

een it,
]".\.: I
cight, was late 1

BS, e

per should also be a Herald. When
you got up hastily to leave the car
at Monterey, Jmu picked up the ex-
tra paper, and left your own in the
car-seat, where you had been sitting
upon it."

Branton, always amenable to logic,
scowled, and was thoughtful.

“That’s all right,” he remarked
presently; “all but the pin-holes.
How are you going to explain the
pin-holes in that extra paper that
vou have created 7"

By way of reply Moreaux picked
up the two copies of the Herald
which Branton had brought with
him. He examined them a moment
Then he put one of them down on his
knee and held the other one in his
hand,

“This is the paper that yon
brought down-stairs with you, Bran-
ton,” he said. “It is the one that
contained the envelope with the
bond. The pin-holes are at the bot-
tom of the first page of the news-
section, at the third column, indicat-
ing that the paper was simply lift-
ed open as it was originally folded,
when the envelope was pinned to it
Is that the position in which you be-
lieve you pinned the envelope that
contained the money 1"

“It's the position in which 1 al-

| ways pin such envelopes.”

J envelope 7"

i “In precisely the same place.

Oc¢cidental |

back to New York, at the next sta- |

tion beyvond here, where it was, no
doubt, held up for orders. Such a
thing is barely possible, vou know.”
“1 know it to be wholly absurd.”
The angry mannerism had returned
to Mr. Branton. “What you say is
simply damfoolishness. There were
twelve pasengers in that coach be-
sides me. FEvery one of them was
in front of me. There wasn't a soul
behind me in that car. 1 sat with
the bundle of newspapers on my lap,
all the way out to Monterey.
don’t think that both of my hands
were off it at the same time all the
way out.
“1f Shennon, ag you call him, and
a dozen others like him, had been in
that car, they couldn’t have got hold
of the cash. 1 didn't leave the seat
until the train got to Monterey, If
I, knew positively that Shannon was
in that car, I'd swear that he didn't
get the money, because he couldn't.”
“Wait a moment,"” said Moreaux.
“Which end of the car did you en-
ter, at the station in New York?"
“The rear. 1 got aboard just as
conductor gave the signal to
start. I told him who 1 was, and di-
rected him to stop at Monterey to
let me off. The train was moving
when 1 sat down.”

“Which end of the seat did ynuj

occupy! Nearer the aisle, or the
window "

“Both., 1 sat near the window, at
first, but the sun came into it a tri-
fle, so 1 shifted to get out of it. But
what's the usge of all this? What
difference does it make which end of

the car-seat | occupied 7"

“You're a large man, Branton.
You approached that seat from the
rear of the ear No doubt you stop:
ped at the seat with your hand on
the back of the one in front of it,
and edged into your own place side
waye,” Moreaux said, musingly: “If
there had been a newspaper lying
upon that seat when you approached
it, you would have seen jt."

“What in the name of goodness
are you driving at now, Birge?"
“Why, this: If
theory I8 correct, you probably sat
down upon another Herald  that
somehody else had dropped there.
While the train was passing through
the tunnel, didn't you pull your own
paper from under the ruljmr hand
so ti.at you'd have it ready to read

ag soon a8 you were in the daylight |

again? Wasn't that the time when
you lnid your own paper down upon
the seat beside you 7"
“Maybe it was. | guesg go.'
“You shifted to the opposite end
of the seat after the train had passed

"

Shaughnesay's |

“Bingham, where did you pin your
Moreaux put down that
paper and picked up the other one.

have seen Mr. Branton do it often
enough to know his habit about it."”

Bingham was sulky, and his reply
was not gracious,
less to the point.

“I'd iike you to be certain ahout
that, Bingham,” Moreaux insisted.

“T am as positive about it as I am
that vou charged me a moment ago
with having stolen that money,” was
the half-savage retort. Moreaux
smiled, and tossed the paper toward
him.

It was none the

“There lies vour exoneration.,” he
sald. “The pin-holes in that paper
are ot the top of the first page of the
news-section. And, Branten, | notice

imething now that escaped our at
tention before. The pin-holes are
emalier. You and  vour cretary

sod hankerz-ping, which are larger
neer than the pins in Brdinary
'he pin-holes in that paper are

I and are much closer together

n if vou or Bingham had mad
hiem {or the purpose defined.

“‘The newspaper now in  Bing
ham's hend was carried abonrd of
that train by a person who had re

ived it this morning from s news
dealer who had attached his hill to
it, Branton, it was Bingham whoe
placred the avh-envelope 1 the
newgpaper, at vour office, 1 W
yvou wi pinned in the hond-envel-
ope, not knowing what vour secre-
tary had done You put the bomd
into the middle of the packet of

newspapery,
the top of that packet.

“You pulled it out'and laid it on
the seat beside you while you were
H'_T'!'!aj: up this paper. Then you
H‘:l.'!--ti over and sat on your own,
When you left the train you picked
up this paper and left your own in
the seat.”

Shaughnessy, who had been an
attentive listener, bent forward in
his chair and seized the telephone.

“Police headquarters, New York.
Qlfi'{'k action, please,” he said.

I'hen, a moment later, while the

You put the money at

others listened tensely: “Hello,
Cleary, This is Shaughnessy. |
want Shannon, the ‘shadow,’ and

want him quick. Holderness made a

report on him yesterday, and will
know where to find him. Send him.
Quick action, Cleary. It's eighty

thousand this time, if Holdy gets
there. T'll be in on the next train.
Eighty thousand, cash. Lifted from
G. Mortimer Branton.”

He replaced the receiver and start-
ed to his feet, addressing Moreaux.
“How soon can I get a train into the
city 7"

".‘\'nw.. if you sprint for the ga-
rage. You have about twelve min-
utes tu get to the station,”s Moreaux
replied. Bingham leaped to his feot
and followed the operative, calling
out to Branton as he went:

“1'1 go with him to identify the
money. You won't need me here.”

A moment later the two who re-
mained heard the whir of the auto-
mobile as it fled down the driveway
toward the main road to the railway
station.

_“Birge,” Branton said, after a
time, “you showed more sense than
thnblt‘let]eréjvc."

“Oh, on't know. He sugges
the idea in the first place. I fgﬁn;:ﬂ
it up. Besides, he saw that fellow
Shannon."

“Who the devil is Shannon 7"

“He robbed me once. 1 have re-
spect for his abilities in that line.
That's all.”

CHAPTER V1.
The Dead Thief.
The deal involving $81,500 in cash

which had taken G. Mortimer Bran-.

ton to Moreaux's, has no place here.

Moreaux's housé was merely a con- |

venient location for the transaction, |

and Moreaux's interest in it was
only that of a witness. RBingham
took out more funds with him to, re-
place that which was lost. Bradton
remained overnight with his  host,

| and late in the evening Shaughnessy

reappeared at The Fells,
He was shown into the greenroom

where the two  gentlemen received
him. He laid a white envelope!
fupon the table in front of Bran-!
ton. It had two pin-holes through |

one end of it. Also, he put down a

copy of the Herald of that morning. |

| It #!¥¢ had two pin-holes through the
| bottom of the third column of the first
page of the news-section.

“Lieutenant Holderness  found

“No. naturally enoufh.
Morphine, cocaine, et cetera, killed
him, the doctors said. Shannon was
a ‘'fiend’ in the use of everything in
the drug line. That's his record at
headquarters. He took too much, cr
too little, or the cumulative proper-
ties of one or more of them did the
husiness, Or, what is more !ikul{.
$81,600, in one dose, settled him. It
would be a heart-excitant to most
men. Anynow, he's dead."
(Continued next week.)
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_ The trouble about taking a chance
is that you can’t always put it back
where you found it.
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§REAL ESTATE

ELOW isa list of reliable Michigan

Real Estate Dealers compiled for

the benefit of our readers. 1f you
want to buy, sell, leans, rent or inform-
ation concerning. iness, . ete,,
write them. No pames will be run under
this head. other than those who are reli-
able aud honest, and if found otherwise
the name shall be removed from list at
once, For information in regard to
wue in this column write to UNITED

EEKLY FRESS ARSOCTATION, 66-683 MaA k-
KET AVE,, GRAND HAPIDS, MICHIGAN

I S =)
BENZIE COUNTY
J. W. Saunders, ... . e . Beulah
EMMET COUNTY
N. A. Pier Brutus

GOGEBIC COUNTY
Northern Land Ageney 7 Ironwood
GRAND TRAVERSE COUNTY
Pardee Business Exchange Traverse City
IONIA COUNTY

KENT COUNTY

The Crow Amgency Grand Rapids
MANISTEE COUNTY

J. E. Merritt. . .. '

MUSKEGON COUNTY

E. E. Siy lonia

o Manistee

W. W. Barcus Maskegon
UCEANA COUNTY
J. D, 8, Hanson & Sen Hart

OTTAWA COUNTY
Jorgensen

GLADWIN COUNTY
Sager & Co,

3 .

Grand Haven

Gludwin

fist. John Elliager, 1915 Berkiey Ave., Keamt Co.
Michigan.

price

AND
BAD BLOOD

kill off more peo-
ple than war bul-
lets and with a
slower and more
horrible ending.
Get all the good
you can out of life
and let sickness
and suffering
alone, you don’t want it any more
than our nation wants war with Mex-
ico,

Send to the A. W. Van Bysterveld
Medicine Co. for a two week's treat-
ment for your Nerves and Blood and
see what a different being you are
when well,

VAN BYSTERVELD'S O KAY
SPECIFIC.

will Strengthen your Nerves and Pu-
rify your Blood, and relieve you of
those awful Headaches, Indigestion,
Sleeplesgsness, Poor Circulation an
weak Anemic condition, which make
life not worth while living. These
are the warning symptoms of Poor
Blood and Weak Nerves and Van By-
sterveld OKay Specifie is the medicine
that will restore you to heaith aud
vigor. Just one bottle will prove our
claims of its great value. This medi-
cine can not be secured at your drug
store, as it is not a patent medicine,
it's a Specific and can only be secured
direet from our laboratories, with full
directions for its use. Sent postpaid
to any address in the United States
a.d Canada for $1.00 for full two
weeks' treatment,

Address all orders for this medicine to the
VAN BYSTERVELD MEDICINE CO.
Grand Rapids, Mich.

124 No. Division Ave,
OGusrantesd Under TMure Food anad Drug Act.

Doy 30, T

GRAND RAPIDS TRUST COMPANY
Being a corporation neverdies. It is al-
ways in i1s office, and its officers are al-

way's accessible

Accurate and complere accounis are

A epi

casily undersiood, and always

open (o inspection of those interested.

I'rust funds are kept separate and cred-

ited with their own earnings.
Consultation Invited

[iRAND RAPIDS TRUST [lOMPANY

123 Otrawa Ave,, N. W. Grand Rapids, Mich.

Photographic Natural History
Sent free for Examination

To dispose of a small remainder of the last big edition of this magnificeht wirk
& great reduction of price has been made. The three wonderful volumes have created

a sensation the world over,

The fascination of thelr subject matter,

their unique

pietures of wild animals, their freedom from technicalities, and the vivid descriptiona

make the work the greatest ever published,

Ita pages form a stupendous panorama of the world's wild life.

Marvels and

mysteries of anlmul life nre unfolded with a fdelity to truth that makes the text

more Interesting than fiction,

Tiger, shark, gorilla and thousands more are
scribed in & manner never before equaled,

fi .

For Old and Young

The variety of the work makes it an inexhaustible mine of pleasure and profit

to old and young.

To the childron, particularly, ita educational value is immense

The volumes are large, the paper heavy and opaque and the printing clenr and

eany to read.

The chiefl charm, however,

in In the IHustrations. Muany full page

color plates are distributed through the volumes and hundreds of actunl photographa

of the world's wildest creatures are shown
ing finer han ever been insued.

There are pictures on every page. Noth-

No Money Required

No money is required o examine this set and examination in mo way obligntes

you to purchase

will ke senit to your home for free Inspection

Simyply slgn and retarn the attached coupon and this superb set

If the hooks are not entirely satis.

factory, you ¢an return them at our exponse

To immedinte purchasers of the Photographiec Natural History, we will give

solutely free a handsomie portfollo contalning 40 beautiful lithographic reproductions

of Game,
and alone are worth $10.00,

THIS OFFER WILL NOT BE MADE

Birds and Fishes of North Ametrlen

These pletures ure in eleven colop
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