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“tributions.”

_and some of the members having consid-
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and most persevering in this matter were
three or four ladies,
writea: “The company of H. B, Allen & |
Co, of course subscribed liberally, gave
the building lot, lumber amd musterials,
but under the constant pressure of bLusi-
ness cores and lalilities, could bestow
but little attention upon religious or ot har |
enterpyises, Thevs lndies had bLut Little |
to bestow, but their hearts were willing
and their bands setive, Money was very
plenty, and all arcund them wore men |
whose carnings were daily squandered at
the card table and at the saloon, Their |
only hope was to induce some of theso
men to approjpiviate i slinve of thely moins
to a better oliject, even if the motive was
jnspirved by no higher conseeration.

“These ludies did net institute church
fairs with their #fish ponds” fancy ar-
ticles, sale of kisses, or anything of the |
kind. They knew of o surer way  to
reach the pockets of the mo#t of the com-
munity, and did not besitate to avail |
thempelves of it. Here, ns in most new
places, dancing formed the chief source
of amusement, and the announcement that
there was to be a dance given was almost
eertain to draw a erowd, and bere, if any-
where, people were liberal with their
money.

“In a hotel then being Lmilt were found
rooms suitable for duncing. These the
Iadies and gave a succession of
dances throughout the winter, which
were well patronized. Good music was
obtained free, and a plain Junch was fur-
nished at each. They cleared a consider-
able sum at each gathering which greatly
asgisted them in their work; and here
was illustrated the maxim that mothing
succoeds like suceess,' for having accom-
plished this mueh, and being enabled to
@0 on with their work the balance neces-
sary was easily collected by private eon-

In that church every Sabbath is col-
lected a fashionable and aristocratic con-
gregation, which, it is to be supposed, sel-
dom think of the difficultics under which
their church was built, nor is their devo-
tion less pure and acceptable because the
means to build the edifice in which they
worship was furnished in such an unusu-
al and unorthodox manner.

A little farther to the north waa the
little village of Bloomer. It had grown
np quite rapidly, and now boasted of three
or four stores, a8 many shops of different
kinds, a hotel, mills, ete. The people had
held thelr meotings in the little school
honse, two or three different denomina-
tions occupying it at different times, ns
could be agreed upon by them, not allow-
ing their appointments to conflict one with
apother. For instance: the Methodists,
with their enthusinsm and excitement,
wonld cccupy the room in the forenocon.
In the afterncon the Seventh Day Ad-
wonta would senrch the seriptures throngh
and throngh, and quote whole chapters
prove that Christ was soon to come and
“get up His kingdom hero upon earth”
In the evening perhaps a Baptist or a

fjonalist, or & chanco stranger,

oocupy the same room, air his own

pet views and doctrines, and—pound the
same old battered desk; and during the
week, at the debating club, a Spiritud¥ist

g

At length they decided to build & church,

erable wealth, the initiatory steps
the foundation laid for a

and

were
good

oy ol

A loenl historian |

who aped the practice of the law, were
not exnotly gradustes of a law college.
As & consequence, prefercnee, In some
cages, aud npright justice in other ousos,
influeneed decisions more than moero tegh-
nicalitien of law; and the clinances are
thut Right stox] aa fuir a show for gain.
ing the day then, when courts woere bt
ns experimenta and law was bunglingly
dispensed, as it does where everything
runs smoothly and all the ercoks and |
tumms of law are thoroughly undevstood.

Hany laughalle and grotesque inei-
dents are still kKept in memory of the pro-
cecdings of pioneer courts, anl even at
the time their rongh humor was not

unappreciated. The judge thought it in-
enmbent on him to preserve ordey, and if
it was done occasionally at the expense of

knocking & man down, it was vot thooght
to inferfere with the dignity of the eourt.
An instance of this kind is rolated as have
ing occarred at Grand Rapids, A man in
the court room hecame Loisterous, and
the judge loft his seat, and taking him by
the collar, with vo gentls movement of
band wod foot, landed him out into the
street. A passer-by maude some remark
on the proceeding, to which the judge yo-
sponded :  #0h, that s nothing! I have
to knock a man down almost every day,
but {Me dignity of thia court must be re-
speated ™

The times of holding eireuit court .in
new counties was held as & geveral gala
day by all the citizens, and every means
was resorted to to get all the fun and en-
joyment out of it that was possible, and it
waotld be no wonder if business suffered a
little in consequence. Among olther means
resorted to to enliven the tims were moek
lodges, which were generally ecarried on
every evening during eourt week, both
judge and jury, and Jawyers taking a
part. The ehief item of these lodges was
the initistion. Any one who was suspect-
ed of being a little green was “roped in®
with pleusible tales of the bLenefits to be
derived by becoming a member of the
lodge, and induced to join. He would bo
led into & room, sround which sat rows of
solemn looking masked figures, and put
through a series of ceremonies and ques-
tionings devised for the oeccasion. If he
proved verdant enough, his whola private
history, especially that of such a natuve s
he would be most loth to tell, was drawn
out by solemn questionings and assur-
ances that such information was absolate.
Iy essential. The victim, being blind-
fold, would be asked if he “believed in
the elevation of mankind?™ If he re-
plied in the affirmative, he would be
seized, placed in a stout blanket, and four
men, one ol each carner, would proceed to
“elovate” him. This was but a specimen
of the performance to which the eandidate
was sulbjected, all accompanied by solemn
words and responses by the masked ne-
tors. The length of the ceremonios de-
pended upon how much the candidate
would stand. One man was taken in and
presently began to “smell a mice.” Turn-
ing to the erowd he said: “If I have n
gingle friond in this room, 1 will take it
a8 o kindness if he will kick me ont”
No further coromoniea were needed. The
eandidate was immedintely taken into full
membership, and was ready to help initi-
ate others.

But all this is foreign to my subject,
and is only given to show that the mon
who were so full of fun and mischief at
night, were the same who conducted the
courts by day, and with their heads not

“Willinm Wylio eame on the river in
1849, and aftorward married a Miss War-
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| tent to kill, othera for selling liquor with-

| plea of ‘not guilty,! and plead sguilty,’

| eharged.

the erime, and—was relensed without fur-
ther punishment.
wJudge Fullo's first eonrt in the eighth |

! district” says a writor, #was bokl in Jan-

unry, 1554 Much tine was consumedl in |
organizing aml awdopting sules for the |
court and bar, Guand amd petit jories
bnd been drawn, which inelwded nearly
nll the eligible citizens in the connty,
Very fow civil cases wereon the enlendar,

and these unimportant, but the eriminal |
list pressnted several indictments for
grave offenses—iwo for assault with in- |

out license, and for selling the same to
Indisns, F. 8, Allen & Cols root liouse
was tnken possession of for a jail.

wI'o the aforssaid indictmonts all the
nacused pload mot guilty, and demanded
time to procure eounsel, which belng ont
of the question at this term, the conrt |
advised the offondera to withdraw the

whieh moat of them did, when suitalile
fines were imposod on some, and fatherly
ndvice given to all, amld the prisoners dis-

“Some other ludierous things transpived
it this first tertm, over which it is better
to draw the ‘oblivious veil' than to burden
history with mistakes, about which ‘the
less said the sooner mended.

“A member of the legal profession, who
had practiced in the courts since the or-
ganization of this distriet, wonld undeonbt-
edly find data for much legal “disquisi.
tion," and many laughable incidents might
be told; and one occurs to me that may
interest the renders, if it is not told in
logal phraseclogy., It was while grand
juries were in vogue, and when the court
terms were in January and July. It
was the winter term. “Tweniy-three
grand jurors, good men and true, had
answered to their names, had learned the
history of juries from the days of ‘Alfred
down,'—the vasl conservalive power of
grand juries—from the Judge, and heard
his charge, ‘to present no man through
fear, favor, or affection,’ and were sworn
to present all who were guilty of such and
such offenses, including bribery, and all
and every attempl of men in official posi-
tions to receive bribes or compound felon-
jesa; and having been locked up in a room,
well guarded by a resolute executive
fonctionary,they commenced their onerous
deliberations, and then and there making
inquest for the body and peopleof the
county, ascertained that the District At-
torney, the man whom, in their collective
wisdom, the people had chosen to prose-
ecte offenders and draw up indictments
against those whose conduct was contrary
{o the peace and dignity of the state, was
the man, the moral and eriminal turpis
tude of whose offending made it incum-
bent on that illustrions body to present
him to the court for illegully and feloni-
ously accepting a bribe, and compounding
felony, to the great detriment of the peo-
ple of said county, and contrary to the
peace and dignity of the state,

“His Honor was, therefore, requested to
send n good lnwyer to that well-gharded
room, to embody the result of their inves-
tigations, an disclosed by the evidence,
into an indictment, charging him with
heinous crimes and misdemeanors, that
be might auswer before the law he had
sworn to help execule, in that he had re-
ceived certain sums of money, amounting

intent to kill, held to bail before a justico's
court, and released through the interpo-
sition of this district attorney, on the pay-

| very much of the nature of their wild and

The judge had, soveral times, repri-
minded her, and now threatensd to fine
her for contempt of court if she again
made o disturbance. The thrent silenced
hor tongue, but, like the woman in the
old story, who was being drowned for
saying “ecissors,” and on coming np the
Inst time, and being unable to speak,
crossod hey fingers in imitation of a pair
of shears, Pegey wis slenced but not
subdued. She suceeoded in getting a
place nt the back of the justice url faciog
the lnwyer, and whenevershe could eatch
hiseye wonld make a eireular motion
with her forefinger, as if stiveing up the
“gthyong cup o tay," to the grest amuse- |
ment of the “ly-er* himself, and all who
could see the grotesque pantomime,

I might go on and narate many more
incidents, but enough have already beon
given ta show that pioneer conrta partook

uncultivated surrotudings.
WORDS FHOM TIR PIONEERS.
I eannot Letter eonclude this portion of
my work than by giving s space for tlhe
saylngs of the pionoers themselves, for
who are so well qualificd to speak of these
things as those who paatieipated inthem?
These words nre eollectind from  varlous
sources. Bome from tho newspaper press
as stray contributions, somo from spoken
words at ploneer gatherings, and some
from private contributions to this work.
In collecting, 2o as to present them col-
lectively, I have found a pleasant task.—
May my renders pasa a pleasant hour, in
living over again, with the pioneers,

thaoa infaveatine wnd ssvle dava

[To ba Coniinued.)

in Pompeii, recently, a very beautiful
fountain was found among the ruins. It
is said to surpass in beauty any of the
fountuins hitherto dug up there. Venus
is n!j:msumed ns rising on a shell, with
Cupid in her arms, Other spirits of love
are seen here and there in the waves,
while in the background appears a ner-
oid, or water nymph, near a dolphin,
with her arm thrown around the nevk of
a Cupid. Inthe foregroumd, on the
shore, nre two draped women looking as
the merry group in the water.

A yonng Indy was showing an elderly
woman a beautiful cluster diamond ring,

a present, when the old Indy dropped
hor spectacles to the end of her nose,
and exclaimed, “Lor' sakes, I thonght it
was an oid seed wart!”
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Wall Paper, Window Shades, Fancy Borders, Etc,, Etc.

. The Largest and most Elegant Line ever shown in
Shiawassee County. Fancy Ceiling Paper, Fancy Hall Paper,
Fancy Friezes, Extensions, Centre Pieces, and Corners. in

GOLD, SILVER AND PLAIN PATTERNS.

ESPECIALLY FOR THE LADIES.
The Greatest and most Exquisite Line of Shopping Bags
ever shown, In Morocco, Velvet, Leather, Ete.

My Line of School Books, Blank Books, Stationery,
Albums, Bird Cages, Etc,, is complete, ’
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CHEAP! CHEAP! CHEAP!
FOR CASH,

FOR CASH,
FOR CASH.

NOW IS YOUR TIMBE!

SAVE MONEY, SAVE MONEY ty Leaving Your Orders

Reduced Prices in order to make room for

SPRING STOCK !

DON'T MISS THE CHANCE,

Elegant Fits, Good Trimmings

UNDERWEAR

NECK-TIES, CAPS,

Cufl Buttons: Scarf Pins at Cost

DON'T FORGET THE PLACE, AT

WESTLAKE’S

The Merchant Tailor,
THOMAS NEW BLOCK,
OWOSSO, MICH.




